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© cu of the, fouls immortality ; without whichj. 
all virtue and religion, with their temporal _ eternal 
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nul exiſtence, though valuable authors hound n Chiti-- 
"Ran andMoral proofs tt: I 8405 206 - OV _ 
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mee vo means ſbould be. p . -unattempted in. 4 


Palnt of ſuch importance, I hope end#avy 

- the mind familiar-with'the thoughts of odr Future rg 
"ence, and contract, as it were unawares, an Kiba” 
perſugſn of it, iy writings built ch ht fü 
and. addreſſed 10 the affectiois and imagiua 

not be thought improper, either as a dbctrine, or un th- 
ment: Amuſement Her * which the; world makes by. far 
. Arg ge demand ; and which, generally Healing, 1s 
big but an art of forg rgetting that” ST: 'y, "the 
"firtif belief and advantageous cmtenplation N 
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x8, Aa nas Rows, n nok . 1 
for her fine writings by the ingeniqus that 
Y A. did not know ber; than eſteemed and do - 
ved by all her acquaintance, for the many amiable 
qualities oß her heart, was born at Ilchefter, in So; 
mer ſetſbire; Sep, 11. 1674s being the eldeſt of t three |, 
daughters of Mr, Halter Singer, a gentleman; of a 
good family, and Mrs. Elizabeth Portnell, both. of ; 
them perſons of very great worth and piety. Me. 
Singer was not a native of the town.now'mentii - 
oned, nor an inbabitant, before his impriſonment ; 
there for his non · conformity in the neigen of King 
Charles II. Mrs Portnell thinking berfolf obliged to vn 
ſit thoſe that ſuffered forthe ſake ofa good conſeien ence, 


* 


as a teſtimony. of her . 4% 


but alſo to our common agreeably.to: the re 
preſentation he himſelf makes of ſack. kind and 5 
Chriſtian offices: Ir vas from hence that acquaint · 
ance firſt commenced between theſe two virtuous 
and well-paired minds, which afterwards, proceeds 
ed to a union that death alone could diffbbve. And . 
this · it did too ſoon for che n e lf 7 
= PR ; | % 3 
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my, fallen ſuperſtit 


'Y 


E more ſack eminent examples of Urige and: 
religion in the ſeveral ſoenes and relations of life. 


Till her death, A Linger reſided at Nchefter, but 
not long afte 
Home, in th 


into the neigibourhood of 
Toms ounty, whete*he became ſo 
well knowa and tio anithed for his good ſenſe, 


primitive integrity, finplidky of manners, uncom- 
mon racy activity and faithfulneſs in diſchar- 


ef of This Ration) 15 le act 
principle 


s, and at the ſame time truly catho- 


. 


38 


to 


lic {| * as to be held in hi h eſteem, even by 


perſons of ſuperiour rank: My Eobd 


ing to him, but honouring him with his 
viſits; as did the devout” Biſhop Kenn ery fre- 
quently, ſome tees once à weck i ſuch n harm 
there in unaffected goodneſs, and fo W ; 
tindred ſouls, warmed and actuated by | 
heayenly paſſion, and purſuing che fame glorious 
end, run and mingle. together with che greateſt 


pleaſure, after they are once ac quainted, notwick - 
Randing any accidental diverſity of ſentiments in 


Tome ſmaller things! 
Mr. Singer was religiouſly re as he faid 


| himſelf,” when about ten years old, and never from 


that time neglected prayer; and, as far as he knew - 
his own heart, had fincerelyendeavoured to keep a | 
conſcience ; 4nd he died as he had fved, 4 
prif r8, 1719, fult of that bleſſed calm and peace 


of mind, and humble confidence in the mercy f 


God, through a Redeemer, which a long courſe 
of active virtue, and conſtant lively de votion, join - 


+ed with the moſt generous and exalted ideas of tbe 


divine goodneſs, free from all —— of a glo- 
n, m pected to pro- 

and intimate krzed of His, and 
hs ' Chriſtians! chances th 

8 , whi ic h 


duce. 9 wo 2 


} 


"ol E 112 L'BETR Ro- ã”r | 


. * Kh —— the W — 66-ol 
freedom and cempoſura, 26 if he had been ſati 


converſed though under great bodily »diforders, 
with thoſe that game to ſes him: WHO were n 
few, in che caſieſt. Irceſt manager: ſpent chi time 
in praiſing and bleſfing God, and praying to him 
ſhewed an uncommon-ſweerneſy and patie nee in his 
behaviour; and was exceeding thankful o thoſe 
who did the, leaſt thing for him, though they ow- 
_ a him a great deal more. Ina memorandum re- 
lating to her father's laſt ſickneſs and death, Mrs 
Rowe herſelf hath theſe words, My father often felt 
his pulſſe, and.,complained. that it auag fell regular, 
and ſmiled at every ſympton. of approaching death. 
He would be. oft em crying aut, Come Lord Jeſus, come- 


gquick!y; Come, % holy angelt, That rejoire at the con- 


verſion of a ſiu nen, come and condu##' my; foul tothe 
fies, ye propitious' ſpirits 3 and. then would 6:4, Bur 
thy time, Lord, not mine is h. It I may uſe the 
expreſſton, how lovely and tempting is ſuch 2 
death! What an inſtance of the power of religion, 

and the true dignity. of human nature, wh raiſed 
and ſupported by the grace of God, andabe Rope 


of immortality! The. light was fo. affecting. that a 


perſon liſted among the Freathinbers, of the nge, is _ 
they are pleaſed to compliment themſelves, being 
preſent, vas excecdingly ſtruck wich ita and ready 
to ſay, Almeſt thou perſuadeſt : me in be 4 Cb iſtian 
as every one who rightly conſiders ſuch 
and how;paturally'they ariſe out of the principles 
of the goſpel, armly: believed, and ſteadiſy prattiſ- 
ed upon, muſt be entirely perſuaded op hems per 
ſuaded to embrace it. hot merely as a pleaſing ima- 
-gination, but a moſt ſacred truth, which all that 
allow it to be bw er W with, ic 


* 


* 


out on a journey; _—— careful 3 
. ight not be. injured after ha wis gon: | 


7 


\ 


8 — 2 


| 2 * r i the ee — it 
Ai. r rin omen, rep rn Ao 


— and nigh, een wir cnlilef fatiefac | 
tion that Mr. Singer, in whom parental affection 
conſpired with a-penetratifig diſcerhment fon: heigh- 
ten the pleaſure, beheld the early dawnlugs of a | 
great and good mind in his charming e e | 
-- Wrtn' the received the firſt ſerious impreſtions - 
of religion, does not appear; not unlikely it migtrt 
be as foon as {his was capable of it, at once percei- 
ving hey obligation to the Author of her being; 
_ and, in the fame meafure as her openingtreaſon 
:diſcovered theſe to her, feeling the force of them. 
A Lady of character for- good" ſenſe and piety. 
WhO ber life wich her; thinks ſ0% and in; 
one of her pious addreſſes ſhe herſelf thus ſpeaks 
to God: . My infant - hands were early lifted up 
e to thee, and 4 ſoon learned to know and ac- 
e knowledge the God of my: fathers?” To this, 
with a prudent and pious education, the felicity of 
her nataral diſpoſition under the. heavenly influ- 

_  ehice; conſpired; for gh*ſhe had an unuſual 
ee err. in Ber tonper, which held out to the 
laſt} yet ſhe was ar the ſame time bleſt with a 
turn 2 mind to noble and elevated ſubjects, 
chat gave her A High reliſh wor the ee f 1778 
votion- 
. — 4676 er N amükude between painting: 

and poetry; as being each of them a pleafing an 
Judicious imitation of nature, and depending upon 
the ee ſtrength of e N r that - a 


„ * "SAS 


Neale 1 Drone Core wh 86. Ws 1 
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ſeldom known-that thoſe who bdvercxcelled: one: 
of theſe arts, haue not, at-ltaſty had uta ſte r 

the, charms of the other and been qualified20- 
judge of its beauties, i whether dliey have mate any 


. Attempts in t or Ag 1nd: He 051007 104 bib log 


ctrengih and ftendineſs of hand quffirient eo guide 
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it is 0% way ſurprifing 'p feng in heul 
ty in ſo ag a degsee of, per On did rN r 
diſcover an inclis go hs ſa u i en,; 

which have akienyhe fame followers; perhapezal- 
vays. the ſame a 79 vt Deen, Fibelionc, 


1 


Suk loued': the pencil when ſhe had hanly 


#3, ; and in her infancy (one may abnoſt venture o 
ay ſo) would ſqueeze ont the juices of herbe 40 


ſerve her inſtead of colours. Mr. Singer perntiving 


her fondneſs for this art, was at-the e i 


maſter to inſtruct her in it; and it neter cenſcd co 


be her amuſement at times. . 
one it was, till her denth, Perhaps Lan 
2 gentleman, he knew: her — re 
liked it che bemer for the pwörcha iii fit 
: Pedal, er. of pleaſing her Kiens ci with r 
lents of the beſt af her drawings, | 
ae e her beneficenr: diſpoſnion 3 
very few of them berſelf, and the 


elic. 2 r 40? 


+ ket i £3 4.45) Wi A * N at. 42 f 


SHE was Pay what 22 one:a 


Tos a 


in 5 how = ———— 


Prevalent was her genius this way, ao Op tan : 


proſe hath all the charms: of verſe, without the 


8 ſame fte and clevaion, the God 1 
A + £0 00 W 
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bright images, bold Ggures, rich-and Sooke die 
She 'could hardly write a familiar letter but 
ee amp of oer One of her acquain- 
mne remembers to have heard her ſay, She began 
10 write. verſes at twelve years old, w ich was at- 
moſt as ſoen as ſhe td aches int all. In the year 
1696, the azad of. her age, a colleCtion of her 
ems, on- various-occaſiens, was publiſhed, at . 
+ defire of two: af her friends; which we may ſup· 
> did not contain all that ſhe had by Ber ſince 
« the ingenivus prefacer gives the reader to hope that 
che author . in a little while, be prevailed - 
with to oblige the world with a ſecond part, no 
way inferiour to the former. oo 
Tux occafion of her poetical name, Philomela,. 
which from this time ſhe was known by to ths 
world, and whether ſhe aſſumed it herſelf, or was- 
eomplimented with it by her friends, F have not 
been able to learn. The latter is moſt probable, 
and that it was given her at the publication of her 
before which her modefty not conſenting that. 
er own name ſhould appear, this was ſubſtituted 
in — room of it,, as bearing · a very eaſy alluſion to 
it, and happily expreſſing the ſoftneſs and harmony 
of her verſes, not leſs ſmoothing and melodious 
than the ſtrains of the nightingale, when from: 
ſome leafy ſhade ſhe fills the woods with her me- 


—— 
Tnoucn many of theſe poems ure bf the 1. 


kind, and all of them confiſtent with the 


Klicke regard to the rules of virtue; yer: ſome 
things in them gave her no little uneaſmeſs in ad- 
vanced life. To a mind that had ſo entirely ſub- 
dued its paſſions, or: devoted them to the honour 
of its Maker, and endued wirh the tendereſt moral 
ſenſe, what ſue could not abſolutely approve, ap · 
-geared- unpardonable ; and, not ſatisfted to have 
done nothing that injured the ſacred cure of virtue, 
the v was. diſpleaſed- with herſelf for having NE 

ng. 


| Nas, ELAZABRTH: ROWE. * 


3 : 
| E half the 114 the 9.45 Philemela felt, r 
what no ingenious reader. will impute as a e ; 
to her memory. 

WA firſt od her into the notice of 
the noble family at. Longleate, was a little copy of 
verſes of hers, with which they were ſo highly de- 
lighted, as to expreſs a curiofity to ſee her; and 

the friendſhip that commenced: from that time, 
ſubſiſted ever after; not more to her- honour, 
who was the favourite of perſons ſo much ſuperi- 
our to her in the outward diſtinctions of li, than 
to the praiſe of their judgement and taſte, who 
knew how to prize, and took a pleaſure to cheriſh - 
ſuch blooming worth. She was not then twenty. 
Her: E! of the 38th chapter of Job was writ 
at the requeſt of Biſhop Kenn, who was entertain - 
ed in that family, and gained her a great deal of 0 
reputation. | 
Sur had no other tutor for the French nd Ds: 
lian languages, than the honourable Mr. Thynne, 
ſon'to the Lord Viſcount Weymouth, who willing- 
1y took that taſk upon himſelf, and had the plea- 
ſure to ſee his fair ſcholar improve ſo faſt under 
his leſſons, that in a few. months ſhe was able co L 
read Taſſo's Jeruſalem with great eaſ. L 
Hex ſhining merit, with the charms of her per- 1 
fon and converſation; had procured her a great 
many admirers. : others, tis ſaid, the fa- 
mous Mr. Prior would have been glad to ſhare the | 
pleaſures and cares of life with her; ſo that, allow- ' 
ing for the double: licence of the Poet and Lover 


* 


a 1 . A 


im the manner of expreſſion, the co dee : 


ir» kis-anfwer. toithe pa ont e 18 
ſhip; by Mrs. dinger, were mot” withour: 
Fountlationc in truth et opt rhe” 
whiam the following copy of verſes, in, the 
author, is inſcribed; Bur Mr. Pear Reg was 
theperſonreſerved by Hesver ts be'the hap e 
both to be made, atid to mate hap r 
\ Ears Gentleman was born at London, April . 
1687, the eldeſt ſon of the Rev. Mr. Henoni Rowe; 
who, with a very acurate judgement, and a con- 
derable ſtock of uſeful learning, joined the talents 
of preaching, and a moſt lively and en man- 
Shot — By —2 his Feen e was 
creditably deſoended ®; but as he had too much per- 
ſonal worth to be under a neteffity of borrowing ; 
from, fuch foreign aids, ſo he thought too Joly : 


g o” 


to pride * it, being able to Pe the 
Poet, A e 
"iT; 3:31 10 dare ? 

Et genus. et proaver ot gc. , 


Vir ea ee He "als: r 
8 * 1 


His fop periour ae and zt unn e, 
Laowletaty made themſtlves ralben notice Of. 
at an age when the generali 4 of mankind have | 

ſcarcely outgrown the merely ſerifitive life. He x Was 4 


ablbeta read as ſoon almoſt e peak. ; 3 haſh 


+ Vide Prises Nees! KY 322 Nez 1642-29 
1 he was the grandſon of Willa Rowe, Ed: 1 
Gentleman of worth and conſiderable eftate,: and . 
licia (a Lady of. diſtinguiſned ſenſe, beauty, anf vir- 
tue) daughter of: Thomas Soar; Eſq; and member of 
parliament for Aliſburys in the county vf Baths: And“ 
by the maternal ſide he was deſcended from the Rotor 
of Deven; ſome account of which ancient family is 
given by Dr. 8 in his preface to tie tranſlati- 
on of Lucen, by N V. Ree, * 


+ 


gaged, but purely from his good- nature: and come . 


Py 


truſt a ſon of his hopes in fuck hands 


Mrs ELTZABETH ROWE. = 


ſuch a pleafure ia books, 48 10 take nope at all i in 
the 2 which children are uſually ſo fond 
of; and, when he was prevailed. on by his compa · 
nions, which was but ſeldom, to make one in heit 
little parties at play, his unreadineſs and Inatten? 

tion plainly ſhowed it was not out of choice he en-. 


plaiſance, to which he ſhould offer too has vio- 
lence, always to deny their importu nim. 5, : 


He commenced his acquaintance with 9 7 E 3 5 
fics at Epſom, while his father reſided there: — 5 


by his ſwift advances in this part of learning, quick, 


ly became the delight of his maſter,. a man very a8 


ble in his profeſſion, and was treated hy him with a 
particular indulgence, in ſpine of · the natural 
gedneſs and ſeverity of his temper. When 


, 


B. Rowe removed to Londen, he placed his . 
der the care of Dr. Valter, the eminently learned 
maſter of the. Charter-houſe ſchool, july famed 
for the great numbers of excellent. linguiſts that 
have received their education in that ancient nurſe⸗ 


of polite literature. He was ora of thoſe h 
x Dacter could eaſily foreſee. would do him ho- 
nour when they ſhoulda abroad in the world; 
and, we may ſup fe, did not pleaſe him the leſs 
on that account. His exerciſes never failed af — 4 
diſtinguiſned even thoſe that had the a 
bation of the maſter, who, when he had fin 1 
his pupil in the Latin, Great, and Hebrew tongues, 
would fain have perſuaded his father to ſend bim 


to one of our Engliſh univerſnies. But how ha- 


nourably ſoever Mr. Rowe might think of the learn- 
ing of thoſe noble ſeats of- abe muſes, not 1 
che ſame advantageous notion of the printi 5 
too much credit there; he would by no FAY " 
;. but cnter- - 


ed him firſt at a private * in Lana 
ſome time before his that he might not want 


2 advantages which * moſt liberal education 25 


could 
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xiv  "DHELIFEOF' 
could give him, he had determined his be to 
Leyden, for the laſt hand of the great maſters 
there. And well did the fruit reward the expence 
of the culture. For, after having ſtudied Fewiſs 


Antiquities, under Wiifus, Civil Law, under Vi- 
Triartus, the Belles Lettres under Perizonius, and 


_ Experimental Philoſophy under Sengu 
Nabliſhed a reputation for capacity, application, 
and an obliging deportment both the pro- 
ſfeſſors and fludents; he returned from that cele- 
brated mart of learning with a vaſt acceffion of 
treaſure, in books he had purchaſed, and know- 
ledge he had amaſſed, and no leſs in his morals, 

which he bad preſerved as uncorrupt, as he could 
Have done under the moſt/vigilant eye and ſtricteſt 
hand, though left without all other reſtraints but 
thoſe of his own virtue and prudence. . 
Tux love of liberty had been always one of Mr. | 
FRewe's moſt darlin: — 4 — It was a kind of a- 
deal niſtreſs, to w whole charms no one ever had a 
out more ſenſible than his; the generous iniclina- 
tion beat ſtrong in his breaſt, and was not to he 
extinguiſhed but with the vital flame. In theſe ſen- 
timents, fo natural to him, he was not a little con- 
firmed by his familiar acquaintance with the hiſto- 
ry, and the noble authors of ancient Greece and 

| e, whoſe very ſpiri was transfuſed into him 3 
and refided' ſo long in a Republic; where he had 
examples continually before him, of the ineftima- 
ble value of freedom, as the parent of induſtry, the 
nurſe of arts and ſciences, arid univerſal ſource of 
ſocial happineſs, this made him, with ſo much anzi- 


for His native country, not very long after. his 
; ro Bott in the year 1 1708 obſerve, that a ſet 
les, deſtructive of its liberties 


of wretched princip 
and welfare, were growing in faſhion under the 


' countenance of ſome in power. To theſe he oppo- 
fed himſelf with a zeal, which might have had more 
influence, indeed, in a higher (Iphere, but could 
1 "0 „ 2 not 


erdius; ande- 


” 3 
: F 
4 T4 


| Mas. ELIZABETH-ROWE. xe 
not have been more honeſt and open, Tyranny of 
all ſorts he moſt ſincerely deteſted, but moſt of all 
eccleſiaſtical, in every ſhape z deeming the ſlavery _ 
of the mind, as the moſt abject and ignominious, 
ſs, im its conſequences, more pernicious than any 
other. His Lives will be a glorious monument ef 
his-love of liberty and pu-. ic good; to which may 
be added his Poems, in both which this commenda- 
ble ardour is very viſible, From the ſame cauſe 
proceeded his attachment to the illuſtrious houſe df 
Hanover, in which. he had the ſatis faction to Jee 
proteſtant ſucceflion to the E, itiſ throne 
take place-before he died, leaving the world more 
willingly, after having been witneſs to this happy 
event, EE oe ed Lg oe ns | 
Ir was with Mr. Rows, in reſpect of his learhed- 
avarice, as witk thoſe that love money; his deſires 
after knowledge enlarged with his acquiſitions, in- 
_ ſtead of abating. All his morning hours, auß | 
large part of the afternoon, were devoted to ſtudy, 
till the time of his being ſeized with the diſtemper 


of which he died. His library, in collectipg 
which he was aſſiſted by his eee e TY or the 
beſt editions of books, conſiſted of a great number 
of the moſt valuable authors.; and as he was ma- 
. King continual additions to it, amounted, at his 


death, to above five thouſand volumes. 
As Mrs Rowe's exalted merit and amiable quali - 
ties could hardly fail to inſpire: the moſt laſting and 
generous pafſion, Mr. Rowe knew how to valne 
that treafure of wit, ſoftneſs; and virtue, which 
the divine Providenee had given to his arms in the 
moſt lovely of women, and made it his ſtudy to 
repay the felicity with which ſhe crowned his life. 
The eſteem and tenderneſs he had far her is inex- 
preflible, and poſſeſſion ſeemed ſcarce to have a- 
| dated the fondneſs and admiration of the lover. 
Twas ſome conſiderable time after his marriage, 
that he wrote to W under the 


— 


- % 
4 eh TA * 
nam 3 * ; 
* 
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vi " THE LIFE C or 4 
name of _—_ full of the warmeſt ſentiments: of 
connubial friendſhip and affection; in which the 
following lines may appear remarkable, as it pleaſ- 

_ ed Heaven to diſpoſe events in a manner lo . 
dle to the wiſhes expreſſed in them. e 0 


Lang may thy inſpiring page, | 
And great example bleſs the riſing. age ö 
Long in thy charming priſon may'ft thou ay. | 
Late, very late, aſcend the well Rnown way, | | 
And add new glories ta the realms of day. AY 
At leaf? Heavu'n will not, ſure, this prayer dey ; ; 
Short be my life's uncertain date, - 2500 
And earlier far than thine the deſtin'd hour of fate ! 7 
M bene er it comes, may ſt thou be by, 
. 47 my ſinking frame, and teach me 2 to diet. 
aniſh diſponding nature's gloom, |} | 
Make me to hope à gentle Leg 
And fix me all on joys to come! -— © 4 
With fwimming eyes Tll gaze upon ag OY . 
And claſp thee dying in my fainting arms: *.< 
__ Then 775 kaning on thy bre, da ok 
Sink in ſoft ſlumbers to eternal rel, © 
_ The chaftly orm ſball have a pleaſing a” 
And all things mils, while Heav'nand thou art thire: 


"811 Mr. Rowe had not a robuſt natural ae | 
fo that his intenſe application to ſtudy might, per- 
haps, contribute to that ilk ſtate of health, which 
allayed the happineſs of his marriage life, during, 
the greater part of it. In the latter end of the year 

1714, his weakneſs, increaſed, anch he appeared to. 

labour under all the ſymptoms of a conſumption. 

This fatal diſtemper, after it had confined him 
{ome months, cut off the faireſt hopes of his doing 

great honour and ſervice to his country, and put a 

period to his life, May 13, 1715, when he was juit 

paſt the twenty - eighth year of his age. He died at 

"Hamftead, near London, where he had reſided ſome 

5 time for che benefit of the air; and was buried ne 
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the va belonging to, his fami 
in a -fields.; +3 where, on. dis tomb, are on 
marked His.r name and the 12 of go 2 IP, 112 rev; 


ITE 1 I EF: ; 
for his lots, is eſeribed 5 ſuch 


unaffected. eloquence i in the poem 750 1585 mens - 


£+ & > 


tioned, and-ſeveral of the letters inſerted in the . 


| lowing collection, that I ſhall only add on this ſub- 
| "S .that ſhe continued to the laſt moments of her 
ike to expreſs the higheſt veneration and affection - 


to. his memory, and a particular regard and eſteem 


for his relations, ſeveral of. whom, the: honoured - 


with a long and moſt- intimate ee e It was 15 
e ſhewed + 


alſo but- a ſhort time before her death,“ 


— 


how pv a ſhe was of fotgetting him, by thed- + 


ding fre 
name. HED F 
Tas only out of regard fo. 
A his wie ſhe "Ys willing. fo | 


to Frims i in Somerſ | 


whith-" place the 7215 r per pw 55 
Whe u fe for ook 80k e be town, not determined to fe- 


tears, on r of ths ep * 


Mr. Nawe, that, © — 
ar London a — 


turn to it no more, "bus to conceal. the- remainder 1 


of her life in an abſolute. retirement, yet on ſome 
few occaſions ſhe thought it her duty to violate this 


reſolution, In compliance with the importunate - 


requeſts of. the hogourable Mrs. Thyme, the-pafſcd 
ſome months witk her. at. London, after. the date of 
her daughter: ibe Lady Brooke ; and on the only 


melancholy occaſion as the deceaſe of Mrs. Thynne, 
herſelf, the could not diſpute the. commands of. the 


TY. Counteſs Wh 


— 


— 


”s 


—_ 7 s iter Off | 


1 | ho ny lef | a 10 
o refide ſome tim dene dle at Martb:roup 1 
 Sfren, by her converſation and friendſtip. the fe · 
vere affliction of the loſs of ſo exellent 4 io . 
And 1 chiak, once or twice mort, the power this 
laſt Lady had over Mrs. Rowe, drew her, by an o- 
bliging kind of violence, to ſpend at ſeuſt a fete 
months at this or ſome other of 22 L 
coudtry-ſeats. Yer, even on . theſe oocafiony, ſhe 
never quitred her retreat without very fincete re- 
-gret ; and always returned 10 jt again, as ſoon as 
ever ſhe could, wich decency, diſengage ' herſelf 
from the importunity of her noble friends. 
Tas in this receſs that ſhe compoſed the moſt 
celebrated, of her works, 4 Friendſhip in Death, and- 
the feveral parts of the Letters Moral and Enter. 
taining. © The drift of che Letters from the death 
4 "is as the ingenious. author of the Preface expreſſes 
<2) to impreſs the notion of the foul's immorta- 
* lity, without, which, all virtue and-religioo, 
. wht their temporal and eternal good conſequen- 
4“ ces, muſt fall to the ground; and to make the 
2 mind contratt, as it were unawäres, an habitual | 
perſuaſion of our future exiſtence, writings | 
4 Suite on that foundation, and addreſſed to the 
*c affections and 9 nation.“ It wy alſo be ad- 
1 that the deſign Both of 7 theſe, kn che Letters 
Moral and E e is, by fititious exathples.of 
Heroic virtue, and th che -moſt'generops e 5s „ 
e Pocheg er Seit. | 
IJ The dates of theſe: ee ths hs oe | 
N in Death, in bu Letters from the Daun 
7o the Living, 1728. 
Letters Moral and Entertathings in 4+ rey = Perſe, 
- Part I. 1729. Part H. 1731. Pare 
works of Mrs. Rowe were tratiflated ate —..— uni 
 @ubliſhed at Ps pee im, 1 woes in tv v 


— 3 2 n 24 1242044 + | 
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to allure the reader to the practzer or every Ming 
mat ennobles human nature, and benefits the 
world; and by juſt and lively images of the re- 
morſe and miſery attendant on vice, to warn the 
yovag and unthinking from being ſeduced to ruin 
the inchanting name of pleaſure; the piety of 
7 which defign is the more worthy of the Higheſt 
3 ric, as it is 10 untommon in witry and po 
= writers. The greater part of the ports of our 
. have apparently employed all their wit and 
ap to diſguiſe the native deformity of vice, and 
ſtrew flowers on the paths to perdition. But this 
excellent Lady (as was obſerved of an * eminent 
genius of the "aſt age) pofefſed fo much firength' un! 
firmneſs of mind, and fuch a 'perfeet natural gotaneſe, - 
as could not be perverted by the largeneſs of der wit, 
and was proof againſt the art of poetry itſelf. Fur 
the elegant Letters which gave occaſion to 'remark 
this diſtinction in Mrs, Ræwe's character as an au- 
thor, are not only chaſte and innocent, but great- 
iy ſubſervient to the intereſt of Heaven, and eviÞ -- 
Uently defigned, by repreſenting virtue in all her 
genuine beauty, to recommend her co che choice Xl 
and admiration of mankind. | 4 
In the year 1736, the importönlt, of "Foie vr WP 
Mrs. Row#'s acquaintance, who had h- 
15 of Fofeph in manuſcript, prevaited : 2 er (tho? 
not without real reluctance) to ſuffer it to be made 
public. She wrote this piece in her younger years, 
and when firſt printed, had carried it on no * | 
ther than the ge the hero of the poem 
dut at che requeſt of her friends, {particularly of an | 
Huſtrious Lady, 4 to whom ſhe could fearce refuſe : 
any thing) ſhe added two books, to include the re- 
lation © Pa cu s diſcovery 'of himfelf to His ni 4 
thren ; the compoſing of which, I am in fqrmed. : 
"was no more 5 kivour' eth 


"three or Four days. : 
| * Mr, Couly, | © The Da , — 


This addionat. EY edt 8 lag work; . 
. publifhed but:a few. weeks before her death. 
T rs grand event, to prepare for which. ſhe h 
: made ſo much the buſineſs. of her life, befel. er, 
according to her wich, in her beloved receſs. She 
enjoyed .an uncommon ſtrength of; conſtitution, 
and had paſſed a long ſeries of ygars with ſcarce a- 
ny indiſ ng ſevere enough to conſine her to her 
bed, But about half a year before her deceaſe, 
"ſhe was attacked with a diſtemper, which - ſeemed 
to- herſelf, as well as others, attended with dan * 5 
Though this diſorder (as: ſhe. expreſſed herſel 
one of her moſt intimate friends) found her 22 $ 
not quite ſo well prepared to. meet death,; as uſual; 

F | yer when, by devout contemplations on the atone--- : 
ment and mediation of. her bleſſed Redeemer, ſhe 
had fortified herſelf againſt that fear and diffidence 
from vhich the moſt. exalted piety does not aluays 
ſecure in ſuch an awful hour, ſhe experienced ſuch 

divine ſatis faction and tranſport, that ſhe.ſaid with - 
tears of joy, ſhe knew.not that ſhe. had ever felt the 
_ like in all her-life ; and ſhe repeated, on this occa- 
nion, Mr. Pope « verſes, intitled, The Dying Christi 

an to his ſoul, with an air of ſuch — 5 —— . 
- as.evidenced that ſhe really felt all the elevated ſen- 
timents af pious ecftaſy and triumph, which breathe + 
in that beautiful piece of ſacred poetry. After this + 
.threataing illneſs, Mrs. Rowe recovered. her ,uſual - 

od ſtate of health; and though at the time of 

12 er deceaſe, {he was ſomewhat advanced in age, 
yet her exact temperance, and the calmneſs of her 
mind, undiſturbed with uneaſy, cares and paſſions, 
. encouraged her friends to flatter themſclves with a 
much longer enjoyment of ſo valuable a life, than 
it ned heaven to allow dem. 9 + the day in 


+ Feb. 19. Saturdey, a day of the week which, be. 
had ſet apart, to 1 a w_ * of it in extraor - 


daa War „ . | 
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which the was ſeiaed with that diſtemper, which in 
a few hours proved mortal, ſhe ſeemed to thoſe a- 
bout her, to be in perfect health and vigour; and 
in the evening, about eight of the clock, the con- 
verſed with a friend, with all her wonted vivacitiy, 
and not without laughter; after which ſhe retired 
to her chamber. At about ten, her ſervant bear- 4 
| jog ſome noiſe in her miſtreſs's room, ran inſtant- 4s 
| ly into it, and found her fallen off the chair on the 
floor, / ſpeechleſs, and in the agonies of death. She 
had the immediate afſiſtance of a phyſician and ſur- 
geon, but all the means uſed were without ſueceſs; 
and after having given one groan, ſhe expired, a 
few minutes before two of the clock, on Sunday _ 
morning, Feb. 20. 1936-7. Her diſeaſe was judged 
to be an apoplexy. x — book 4 was found ly- 
ing open by her, as alſo ſome: looſe. papers, on 
which ſhe Had: r this: n unc ee 
ſentendes 2 ein * Al af, $547 62 8 


2 guide and 8 8 prote8s my falſe „ =P 
O jpeak, and let nie know thy heav' Pup. 9 


IP ts 


* * * 
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T Speat evi ently to my liſt ni ng./aul | 4 RIB 

8 0 Al my. faut with lave, with: + hott, gs 4 War 

, Ad whiſper heav' nly. comfurts in my ſoul . <4 

| O ſpeak. celeſtial ſpirit,. in the flrain _... tear, — 
. Of love aud heavenly pleaſure to my ſcul. „ = 


Tuvs it appeared, that Io reading "AP medi 
tations, or Fora deyont ejaculations for the di- 
vine favour, and at iltarce, Mrs Rewe made the laſt 
uſe of the, powers s of reaſon below the Mics. 
b As the was greatly : prehenfive; that theviolence 
of pain, or languors o 25 ſick-bed, might occaſion 
ſome depreffion of ſpirits, and melancholy fears, 40 
+ It contained fore meditations on reli gious ſubjects; 3 
but the book'is loſt, and the title of it cannot be ex- 
actly remembered by thoſe who were deuteten 
at the time of her death. da NONE. uin 
1 unhide 


8 
_ 0 — POOP < 
ku 


* 


Chetan, it was 5 —— ans. expe ans of 40 
heaven, as her manuſcripe book of devotions in- 


forms me, that ſhe might not in this manner uh 
-honour her profeſſion; ant to her friends ſhe of- 
ten ex preſſed herſelf deſirous of a ſudden removal 
to the ſkies, as ĩt muſt neceſſarily prevent 0 ſuch 
iadecent behaviour in her laſt: moments: S0 that; 


at the ſuddenneſs of Mrs...Rowe's death muſt be 


numbered among the many felicities icities with which 
' ſhe was favoured by Providence, it may alſo be in- 


terpreted as a reward of her fingular piety, and 


a. mark of che n to her "ny 
ers. 


— of her temper, £0 be peculiarly fitted to enjoy 


—_—_ and all its innocent — ans yet, inſtead 


Pet Sag and the * with — n 


after the divine enjoyments of « future world, were: 
inconceivably 
preſſed to her 
— and poſfeſſed of 07 much health as promiſed 
many years to come. ſhe was wont to reply, That, 
it was the fame at telling a flave hit fetters were br 
. #0 be lafting ; or complimenting him on the fire: 
the walls of his dungeon. And the fervour o o 
. wiſhes to commence the: life -of angels, irreſiſtibly 
broke from her lips, in numberlefs other inſtances. 


Tubes b er the perfect fruition of God, might 
>s be the occaſion, that, in ſeveral periods of 


that blefſed ſtate on which . ſhe had fixed all her 
Hopes. And, in particular, a little time before her 
death, ſhe expreſſad to ſeveral of her friends, her 
1 ieee that her continuance on earth 

: would 


Mas. Rowe ſeemed, by the anicty and ee. | 


\ horns "When her acquaintance cx- - 
joy they felt at ſeeing her look ſo 


Ms, 2 of all things beneath the ſkies, and im- 


1 © , ſhe had flattered herſelf that ſhe was near 
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Mas. ELIZABETH RNOWE. B 
" ad very ſhort ; but without aſſigning any 


8 6 


4 iar reaſon for this opinion. I would not pre- 
- ſume to lay any kind of ſtreſs on ſuch fyppoſed 
Rpreſages; but as they - have already been related 20 
- the public, 1 n e it not anne, to omit all men- 
l tion of them. 0 EE 35] 
h SHE was buried, according to ber ind un- 
5. der the fame ſtone with: her father in the me . 
e place at From? 3 on which occiafion her funeral 
\ ſermon was preached to a very crowded. auditory, 
— by the reverend and worthy Mr. Bowden, Her 
death was lamented with very uncommon and re- 
- mar!kable ſorrow, by all who.had heard of her vi- 


tue and merit; but . particularly by thafe of the 
town where ſhe bad fo long reſided, and her moſt 
intimate acquaintance. Above all, the neus of her 
death touched the ꝓoor and diſtreſſed with inen 
preffible aMiRion; and at her doors, and over her 
grave, they bewailed the loſs of their bene factor, 
poured bleſſings on her memory, and recounted fo 

each other the gentle and condeſcending manner 
with which the heard their requeſts, and the au- 
merous inſtances e wes 1 eee 
ne ang. Wee : 


* 
4 * 
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I \ Coepr, illuſtrious ſhade '$ theſe arth TRHyS 

A The muſe a tribute to thy mem'ry ben: 1 73 
1 lofs'to no one private grief conſin dz... 
. Demands the gen ral ſorrow of mankind- 10 2 ee 
Ii Oſt did intrigue its guilty. arts unite, ol 24s bh aca 
7 To blacken the records of female wit; = 0 Wag 


3 The tunefal ſong loſt ev ry modeſt chef . 
1 And lawleſs, freedoms triumph d in th ire n . 
The muſe, for vices not her own accus d, be Wm þ 
8 . 5 bluſhes view 'd her ſacred gifts abus d: art 
ole its for nobler purpoſes eſign' d, * 
* To raiſe the thoughts, and moralize the mind, 
1 The chaſte delights of virtue to inſpire, 298 a 
* And warm the boſom with ſeraphic fire, bats 
| Sublime the paſſions, lend devotion wi * te a 
1 And celebrate the yins T GREAT CAU sR. things. 
$  ""Fiefe glorious taſks were PII oHIA's part, 
=: - Whocharms the fancy, and who mende the heart. 
In her was ev'ry bright perfection join'd, 
of |  Whate'er adorns, or dignifies the mind; 
&} Hers ev'ry happy elegance of thought, 
|]  _Refin'd by virtue, as by genius wrought : 
Each low-born care her powerful ſtrains controul, 
And wake the nobler paſſions of the foul, 
When to the vacal grove, or winding 8 
She hymn'd th' Almighty Author of its frame, 
Tranſported echoes bore-the ſounds along, 
And all creation liſt'ned to the ſong. ow 
Bold as when raptur'd ſeraphs ſtrike the I) re, g 
Chaſte as the Veſtal's conſecrated fire, 
Soft as the balmy airs that gently play. 
In the calm ſun · ſet of a vernal day, 
Sublime as virtue, elegant as wit, 
As * — and as beauty ſweet. 


Applauding | 


On the DeaTH of Mrs Rowe, AA 

Applaudin angels with attention hung, 

E. Akt the heavenly accents from her tongue; 
= They in the midnight hour beheld/her rife 
Beyond the verge of theſe inferiour ſkies ; 
Where rapt in joys to vulgar minds unknown, 8 
She felt a flame ecſtatic as their own, 

Oh ! while diſtin viſh d in the realms above, 
The bliſsful ſeats of ony and love, 
S* happy ſpirit joins the heav'nly throng, 

Glows Tk their tranſports, and 2 their ſong; ; 
Fix'd on my ſoul ſhall thy example g 15 
And be m genius and my guide below : 3 
To this I'll point my firſt, my nobleſt views, 
Thy ſpotleſs verſe ſhall regulate my. muſe, - 
And oh ! forgive (tho' faint the tranſori pt be, . 
That copies 5 original like thee) 
My higheſt pride, my beſt attempt for fame, 
What j 7 my Own to PurLonBLA' s name, 

ES | EL52ANTES Caxrzx. 
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rr TERS f rony th 
KT: 1 INT .@ 6 ob Earl of. e W hed 
. promiſed to appear io him after his death. The 
| Purport "this epiſtle is, to draw his Nee con- 
temptible idea which be had entertzined of all things Tacted, _ 
and to convince him, from the portitular inſtance of his bro- 
ther's heroic deportment in dhe agonies of death, . „ 
1 Kate, and the im mortality of the * — 
LET. From Altamont, Who died at n to his 5 
England giving him an account of the manner 7 
— add incipal occaſion of- it; concluding- with a 
thetic deſcriptiun of : | infiaitely more happy ſtate on Bis 1 9 
entrance intu u world, - N en $1. 7% . 1 | 
LET. III. "To'the-Countgls of — frm Nareiffia,. 1 + MO 
F . was but 8 This . 4 
1: a c epiſtle, repr cating, in moſt endearing TS 
terms, the —.— | 2 her 3. fince all the 4 0 5 
grandeur to which he was entitled \biy bn, was but pa 
geantry and.farce,” in compariſon with the innate dignity of- 
immortal ſtate, awd the glories to which he was. cu vet 
LET: IV. To my Lord from Etbelinde, a young lady, * 
though 2 in love with bim, choſe anbei de Ma con- 
vent, than to male het eſcape. from: that Wr do which 


her moſt ſolemp vows had confined ber,, 46 : zo 
| LET. V.. To em from Fol dining. bis friend, accentieg >, | 
to promiſe, a deſcription the Planetary worlds, and the inhs- of IR 
bitavts of thoſe. happy regions,” PHI: end Ge OF „ 
EE T. VI, From — to — , acknowledging her virtue, 9 


though paihonately:beloved : -by ber buſband; Who, vpon bear- e 

ing of her marriage with one Montandre, reſolved to make away 52 EY 
with bimſeV, and fell. on his ſword accurdingly, leaving behind? 
him an only daughter, friendleſs,. and expoſed to the wide by 
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Her readineſs to attend him in bis laſt voyage do Sui; and then 
relates how he loſt his life in her defence, in that dafortunate. 
engagement with an Agerine corſair, wheiein ſhe was taken 2 
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ſolute and lee ntious manners, and of the thouſand -dapgers to f 
which, through bis means; her virtue would be expoſed, | 24 
LET. XI. Another to the ſame ; in which he firſt | 
her on her recovery from a dangerous fit of fickneſs; and then 
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, her, though privately married to 3 n whom he had. 
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- LET. XH. From Clanider to his: brother, Seetag ts ry 
him from his extravagancies, by giving bim a full account of 
the cowardly —_— - "which one of bis 9 Atheiſtical 
companions, reſigned his life in a foreign country z concluding, ,- 
n= ſome pathetical reprehenGons of hight — : 29. 
LET. XII. To C/iment from , giving her timely warning 
to ſhun the addrefles of the perfidious- e ee, to whoſe vows. 
and protefſatione, if ſhe once likened, the n ee re- 
dempiion, 32. 
Lr. XIV. From to his ſiſter, demonſtrating Keen 
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his being drowned in his voyage to the "Indies, of his paſſage 
through the mighty waters to the planetary regions, and of Lis- 
fs from thence-to the manſions of the bleſſed; whoſe 
pleaſures are everlaſting, unutterable, and bye cn 
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Sylviana, and to ſet bounds to thoſe vitious-incligdtions which he 
hal indulged ſince her death Without” reluctasee and PR. 
Ir. xX. From Thiodefius to Varriu?, dilldiding him from the © 
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xpeRtations of future bliſs ſhould prove a fiction, ai Chrifla« | 
nity ſhould be nothing more than a mere delufion, © 77 
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LETTERS 


L BETTEN L 


7; the  Borl: of N. from 1 Po chad þ ro- 


miſed to appear ts him after his death. 


"uu infidelity, by your late diſappoint- 
ment. It was not in my power to give 
| you the evidence of a future ſtate, which 
you e and I had raſhly promiſed; but ſince 
this engagement was a ſecret to every . but 
ourſelves, you muſt be aſſured, that chis comes 
from your deceaſed friend, whoſe enn vou 
ſee has reached beyond the grave. 
In my laſt ſickneſs, we fixed on che time and 


place of my appearance. Tou was punctual to the 


appointment: for though I was not permitted to 
make myſelf viſible, I had the curioſity to know if 
you had the reſolution to attend the ſolemnity of a 
viſit from the dead. The hour was come; the clock 
from a neighbouring ſteeple ſtruck one: no human 


voice was heard to break the awful filence ; the 
moon and ſtars ſhone-clear in their midnight fi plen- 
dour, and glimmered through the trees, Shake in 
lofty rows, led to the centre of a or where 1 Was 


engaged to meet you. 


" TEES will find you, my Lord, . in 


* 


| faw you enter the walks, ai a n incre- 


dulous air; not the leaſt concern or expectation 


appeared in ou looks; as REG FENG there only i in 
re 
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regard to your own word, and a ee to 
my memory However the calmneſs of the night 
induced you to walk till the r began to 
break: when you retired, ſinging an- idle ſong you 
had got out of the Fairy Tales. By the gatety 7 of | 
your temper, you ſeemed pleaſed, my bord, with a - 
new proof againſt a future life, and happy to find 
yourſelf (as you cancluded) on a level with the beaſts 
that periſh. A gorious advantage ! and worthy 
of your Le triad. 

"Ba we have ſo often. diſcourſed on this ſubject, 
that I would not tire you with the repetition of any 
thing paſt.;.only. once more to make way to your 
"reaſon, by moving your paſſions, in recollecting the 
manner of your death, which was all a 
demonſtration of che immortality of the ſoul, and 
to what heights or fortitude that proſpect could 
raiſe the heart of man, at the hour of terrour, and 
in the jaws of death. 

With what a-ready compoſure did beenden the 
violence of his diſtemper ! with what conviction 
and full aſſurance expect the reward of his piety ! 
with what a.graceful reſignation did he receive the 
ſentence of death, when (at this importunity) che 

icians told him there were no hopes of his re- 
covery! © Then I have but a few weary ſteps.“ 
he A and me) journey of life will E 9 

ed. L * 

This was not a time for affectation. All was o- 
pen undiſſembled goodneſs, and a true greatneſs of 
mind. Nothing elſe could have ſupported him, 
when every circumſtance of life conſpired to allure 
him back to life, to deepen the ſhadows of the 
. grave, and make the King of Terrours more ter · 
rible. : 


| There was not, my Lord, among the race of 
men, a more lovely and agrecable perſon than your 
brother. His marriage, was: yu concluded with the 


and 
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and fine gardens to receive her. When he was 
near death, ſhe came at his requeſt to take a laſt 
and ſad farewell. Angels might have forrowed to 
ſee tears in the brighteſt eyes on earth; while her = 
tenderneſs for him would have diſguiſed her an- 
guiſh. This, with the fight of a fond young lifter, - 
| Fever vl in her woman's arms; your aged father 

fitting near, ſilent, and ftupid with his grief : what 
could ſupport the mitid of man in ſuch complicate! 
diſtreſs |! The accompliſhed youth, who had all 
that was gentle and humane in his difpoſition, muſt = 
have betrayed ſome weakneſs, if he had not been 
_ affiſted by a power ſuperiour to nature. But how 
equal, how ſteady was his mind! how becoming, - 
how graceful his whole behaviour! Never was the 
laſt, the cloſing part of life performed with more 
decency and grandeur. His reaſon was clear and 
elevated; and his words were the very language 
of immortality, and excited at the ſame time both 
pity and envy in thoſe that were near him. | 

When the cold ſweats h on his brows, and 
his breath and ſpeech failed, joy ſtruggled through 
_— OE and a heavenly ſmile fat on- 
his face; a ſmile that at once compelled. our tears, = M 
and accuſcd us of weakneſs in them. , 

You; my Lord, attended him to the laſt moment 
of life: and when I preſſed this argument ofa fu- 
ture ſtate, you confeſſed, that though you thought 
religion a deluſion, it was the moſt agreeable delu - 
ſion in the world; and that men who flattered - 
themſelves with thoſe gay viſions, had much the 
advantage. of thoſe that ſaw nothing before them 
but a gloomy uncertainty, or the dreadful hope of 


— 


* 


an- annihilation. | | 
From this uncertainty I was very ſolicitous to 
draw you, while I was in a mortal ſtare ; but 1 
have now a more ardent deſire to convince you, 
though I cannot obtain the permiſſion to give you 
that evidence you requeſted. However, this letter 
Do. OY = EE, may 
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may ſatisfy you that I am in a ſtate of cxiſtenee.;z 15 

nor is an apparition from the dead a greater miracle, 
than a variety of objects that daily furround Jou, 
your familiarity 


and owe the loſs of their effect to 
% Ä)...“ he ob, nts. 
Happy minds in this ſuperiour ſtate are ſtill con- 
cerned for the welfare of mortals, and make a 
thouſand kind viſits to their friends; to whom, if 
the laws-of the immaterial worlds did not forbid, it 
would be eaſy to make themſelves viſible, by the 
ſplendour of their own vehicles, and the cqmmand. 
they have on the powers of material things, and the 
organs of fight. It often ſeems a miracle ro us, 
that you do not perceive us; for we are not abſent 
from you by places, but by the different conditions, 
Fou'll find this in your cloſet, and may be aſſur- 
ed it comes from _ e een 


* 
won '3 


Tour cenſtant 3 : . 
and immortal friend. 
CI. ERINON Tr. 


From a gentleman who died at Conſtantinople, to his 
friend in England, giving him an account of the 
— ys. 7: Ft: 5 
_ Y Our not hearing from me, my dear Beville, has 
given you too many diſmal apprehenſions a- 
bout the manner of my death; and the engage- 
ments of a generous friendſhip, which are not ex- 
tinguiſhed with the breath of life, oblige me to give 
you this ſatisfaftion. _ Ba: 
I made a longer ſtay at Conſtantinople than I in- 
tended; and there it pleaſed Heaven, that I ſhould 
reſign my life; which, for ſome months, f | 
declined'; but without any violent or painful diſor- 
der, or indeed the leaſt apprehenſion that my diſ- 
temper was fatal. But my days were numbered HS 
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night, I roſe with the ſun; and, as I had never 
been ſo ill as to confine myſelf, 1 fought ſome re- 


freſhment in one of thoſe delicious gardens that a- 
dorn the ſhore of the Boſphorus. 5 

After a ſhort walk I found my fp pirits ſinking; 3 
and retiring to a cypreſs ſhade, I iter myſelf on 


when the deſtined hour drew near, after a ſleepleſ 8 


a flowery bank for ſome refreſhment. A gentle 


ſlumber ſoon cloſed my eyes; which ' was thrice - 
broken by what I then thought an imaginary call. 

The voice perfectly reſembled the charming Alme- - 
ria's, whoſe death, you know, was the occaſion of - 
my travels. I was now per fectly awake, and liſt- 
ning to hear the gentle ſummons again; but found 
I had neither ſtrength to riſe; nor power to call aſ- 
fiſtance. Ali icy coldneſs ſtopped the ſprings of life, 
and, after a little ſtruggle, my ſpirit got unbur- 
thened of its clay; the curtain fell, and the inviſi- - . 

ble world appeared. The firſt gentle ſpirit A 
welcomed me to thefe new regions, was the lovely - 
Almeria. But how dazzling! how divinely fair! 


Ecſtaſy. was in her eyes, and inexpreſſible Pealure * 


in every ſmile her mien and aſpect more ſoft and 

propitious than ever was feigned by poets of their 
goddeſs of beauty and love.. What was airy fiction 
there, was here all tranſporting reality. With an 


inimitable grace ſhe received me into her zohercal 


chariot, which was ſparkling ſapphire, ſtudded : 
with gold, It rolled with a ſpontaneous motion a- 
long the heavenly plains,-and ſtopped at the Morn- - 
ing Star, our deſtined habitation, . But how ſhall . 
I. deſcribe this fair, this fragrant, this inchanting 
land of lovel the delectable vales and flowery lawn; 
the myrtle ſhades and roſy bowers; the bright caſ- 
cades and cryſtal rivulets rolling over orient pearls - 


and ſands of gold, which here ſpread: their filent 


waves into broad tranſparent lakes, ſmooth as the 


face of heaven, and there break with rapid force - 
through arching rocka of diamond and purple a- 


A 3 methyſt 
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fe methyſt. Plants of immortal verdure creep up the 
ſparkling cliffs, and adorn the proſpect. with un- 
ſpeakable varie 5 1 
Oh, my Beville could I lad you theme. the | 
| luxurious bowers and. ſoft recefles where Pleaſure ' 
keeps its eternal feſtivals, and revels with. guiltleſs | 
and unmoleſted freedom! Whatever can raiſe de- 
fire, whatever carf give delight, whatever can ſatis- 
fy the foul in all the boundleſs capacities of joy, is 
found here? Every with is repleniſhed with full 
draughts of vital pleaſure, ſuch as: elevate; angelic: 
- minds, and gratify the nobleſt faculties of immortal. 
fſpirits. Oh, Beville, my Almeria is as much ſupe- 
riour to her former ſelf here, as I thought her ſu- 
periour to the reſt of her ſex l earth. 
55 ALTAMONT. | 
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Th the Counteſs of ——, from her only: fon, who died 


when he was two years 0 


| Y Our grief is an allay to my happineſs. The only 

ſeatiment my infant - ſtate was. conſcious of, 
was a fondneſs for you; which was then pure in- 
ſtinct, and natural {pmpathy,: but is now gratitude: 
and filial affection. As ſoon as my ſpirit was re- 
Raſed from its uneaſy confinement, I found myſelf 
an active and reaſonable being; I was tranſported” 
at the advantage and ſuperiour manner of my exiſt- 
ence. The firſt reflection L made, was on my 
lovely bene factor; for 1 knew you in that relation 
in my infant- ſtate. . But I was furpriſed to ſee you 
weeping over the little breathleſs form from which 
T thought myſelf fo happily delivered, as if you had 
mented my eſcape The fair proportion, the a- 
11ity, the Fender of the new vehicle that my 
irt. now informed, was ſo bleſſed an exchange, 
that I wondered at your grief; for J was ſo little 
e * the duference of material and-im- 
1 material 


\ 


* 


material bodles, that I thought myſelf as viſible. to- 
your ſight as you was to mine. I was exceedingly: 
moved at your tears ;. but was ignorant why ; un- 
leſs becau yours. was the' moſt cautiful face next 


to my guardian angel's I had ever "ſeen, and th: | 
you reſembled ſome of the gay forms that uſed to”: 


recreate my. guiltleſs ſlumbers, and ſmile. on: me in? p 


gentle dreams. T was then ignorant of your mater- 
nal relation to me; but remembered that you had” 
been my refuge in all the little diſtreſſes of which T 


had but a fall notion. I left you unwilliggly in 


the height of your calamity, to follow my radiant - 


guide to a place of tranquillity and joy; where I. 
met thouſands of Happy ſpirits of my.own order, 


. who informed me of the hiſtory of my native world; 


for whoſe inhabitants I have A peculiar benevo- 
lence, and cannot help intereſting. myſelf in their 
welfare. But as I never diſcerned between good 


and evil, nor experienced the motives that govern 


ed the race of men, Tam, I confeſs, . aſtoniſhed at 
their conduct, and find their Joys and ſorrows to 
be all ſtrange and unaccountable. I have made vi- 
. ſts to the lower. world fince my deceaſe., The firſt 
that I made, was from a tender curioſity to know 
if you was: farisfled with the diſpofal of Heaven in 


my early fate; but I was ſurpriſed to find, after 
ſeveral months were paſt, your grief oppreſſed e- 


very thought, and clouded all the joys of your life, 
which made me very inquiſitive into my own hiſto- 
ry. I aſked the celeſtial who was your attendant, 
why I was ſo much lamented, and of what conſe- 
quence my life would have beet, to the public, or 


my own family, ſince thoſe fair eyes were yet 


drowned in tears for one that had made ſuch a 
ſhort. and inſignificant appearance below? As for 
the public, the gentle miniſter told me there was a 
hazard'; I might have proved a blefling or curſe ; 


but that I was the only hope of an illuſtrious. fami- | 


| 1. and heir to a vaſt eſtate and * We) | 
3 
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and pointing to a coat of arms, told me that was 
the badge of my dignity ; the noble feat we had in 
view, with the gardens, fields, the woods, and 
parks that ſurrounded it, were all my entailed. poſ- _ 
ſeflion. A goodly poſſtflion ! I replied, and pro - 
er for the four-footed animals that I behold feed - 
ing on the verdant paſture! But of what uſe 
theſe fields and woods had been to one that had 
an immortal ſpirit, I cannot conceive. _ And as for 

a title, what happineſs could an airy ſyllable, an - 

empty ſound, bring with it? The coat of arms I. 
took for ſuch a toy, that if burleſque had not been 
beneath the dignity of an angel, I ſhould have 
thought the mentioning it a ridicule. on mortal 
men. I cannot conceive wherein the charm, - the 
gratification of theſe things conſiſt. If I were poſſeſ- 
{ed of the whole earthly globe, what uſe could 1 
make of this groſs element, the dregs of the crea - 
tion? I have no dependence on water, or fire, or 
1 earth, or air. It is untelligible to me, that hills 
F and valleys, trees and rivers, the mines and caverns 
under their feet, any more than the clouds that fly 

-over their heads, ſhould be the wealth of reaſonable - 
creatures. They may keep their poſſeſſions unen- 
vied by me; I am glad I did not live long enough 
to make ſo wrong a judgement, nor to acquire a 

reliſh for ſuch low enjoyments. I am ſo little con- 

cerned for the loſs of fuch an inheritance, that if 
the black prince of the airy regions claimed any 
ſhare, I would not diſpate his title, though he is 

en, .aond-your f ge. 

S8o ſuperiour, Madam, are my preſent circum- 
ſtances to thoſe of the greateſt monarch under the 
ſun, that all earthly grandeur is pageantry and 
farce, compared to the real, the innate ee - 

| which I now poſſeſs. I am advanced to celeſtial 
glory, and triumph in the heights of immortal life 
and pleaſure, whence pity falls on the kings of the 

i earth. | N „„ „„ | | It : 


propriety of ſo much ſpace to breathe in, I 
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$72 you could conceive my bappineſs, inſtead of 


the mournful ſolemnity with which you interred 
me, you would have celebrated my funeral rites 
with ſongs and feſtivals. Inſtead of ze thoughtleſs 
thing you lately, ſmiled on and careſſed, Lam now 


in the perfection of my being, in the ele vation of 
reaſon; inſtead of à little extent of land, and — | 
ir 

the ſtarry pavement, make the circuit of the ſkies, 
and. breathe the air of Paradiſe. . I am ſecure of e: 


' ternal duration, and independent but on the Al- 


mighty, whom I love and adore, * the fountain 
of my being and bleſſedneſs. ED 

Pardon me, Madam, it is you. now. Toons the — 
fant, and I repay you that ſuperiour regard 2 
tenderneſs which 70 a ed on me. 15 
N — | 


— 
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To my Lord: — EET a young 1 f "ep wat in a 
c eonvent at Florence. 8 


M* Lord, finding materials in your cloſet, 1 5 


took the opportunity of your abſence to give 
you this intelligence of my death. The hand will 
convince you that it comes from your: once loved 


Ethelinda., 


I lived but a few weeks after you left Tealy, ſuch 
was the exceſs of my grief; though a ſtrict mode- 


ſty {till forced me to conceal my. unhappy paſſion 
from the moſt intimate companion I had. After 


J had diſcovered it ta you, I durſt confeſs the guil- 
ty ſecret to none but the compaſſionate and . 
ving powers above; who aſſiſted. my weakneſs, and 


confirmed my reſolution never to comply with any 


of thoſe ſchemes you propoſed to free me from my 
confinement. . Lou had indeed convinced me, that 


the vows I. had made were Fu and uncommand- 


ed! Wn oh ! it was W ſaints en heard 
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i; the all- ſeeing ſkies were invoked to witneſs the 
ehafte engagement; it was fealed above, and en- 
tered fir the records of heaven. Thus hopeleſs was 
my paſſion?! perjury and ſacrilege ſtood in all their 
horrours: before me, ruin and eternal perdition 
were betwixt us. And yet, that I loved you, my 
Bord, I had too often fubſcribed to that ſoft con- 
feſſion to leave you any doubt of it. Nor was the 
tender fraifty without excuſe, if all the merit man 


could boaſt, if every grace that nature could give, 
or gentle art improve, deſerved diſtinction. It had 


been a crime to have been infenfible in any eircum- 


tance but mine. — Strange circumſtance ! that 


could make it virtue to look coldly on you. 
There was the emphaſis of my miſery : Mine was 


| heart devoted to fuperiour ardours, and facred - 


to Heaven alone; that Heaven, which is my im- 
partial judge and witneſs how fincerely E ſtrove to 
blot you from my ſoul; But neither reaſon, nor 
the niceſt ſenſe of honour, nor even devotion, 
could affiſt me; ſtill you returned on my imagina- 
tion triumphant᷑ i in all your charms. Hopeleſs of 
the conqueſt, I gave myſelf up to grief and deſpair;-, 
reſolving never to attempt my eſcape from the ho- 
ly retreat to which my vows had confined me, but 
rather to fall a victim to the ſacred names of chaſti- 


ty and truth. Heaven accepted the ſacrifice ; and 
| death, my kind deliverer, at once releafed me from 


miſery and mortality; the cryſtal gates opened a 


4 fpacious entrance, and the bleſſed e recei- - 


ved me into the manſions of life and RC. 
Whatever was feigned of Elyfian fields, and Cy, - 
rien groves, is here without deluſion ſurpaſſed. 


Theſe are the imperial ſeats, the native dominions 


of Love. Here his holy torch flames out with pro- 
ttious ſplendour, dm” his holy ſhafts are dipped 
in immortal jqys. Here are no vows that tear us 
from our withes, no conflict betwixt paſſion and 
virtue: What we like we ad what we admire 
we 


a 
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we enjoy; nor is it more our n than com 
mendation ſo to do. 
That unhappy paſſion, which was my torment 
and crime, is now my glory and my boaſt, nothing 
ſelfiſh or irregular, nothing that needs reſtraint 
or diſguiſe, mingles with the noble ardour ; it. is 
all calm and beneficent, _ becoming the digi 
of reaſon, and the grandeur of an immortal 75 
and is as laſting as its efſence, When the lamps 'of 
heaven are quenched, when the ſun has burnt out 
its ſplendour, this divine principle ſhall ſhine with 
undiminiſhed luſtre, the joy and triumph of the 


heavenly nations. The ſubſtance of love, my Lord. | 


dwells in eden, its ad 1 is to be found 
upon earth. | ; 
5 1 krusumos. 
kb -- 
A 1 E R 1 5 
3 3 3 
OU remeber, as we were, © on a S . I 
evening, gazing-on the beauty of the ſtars, 1 
promifed,. if you ſurvived me, #o give you an ac- 
count of the planetary worlds, and their.inhabi- 
tants. I have not made half the tour of the ſkies; 
but will, if I cap, deſcribe. to you the laſt of t 
novelties in which I entertained myſelf. © It 
a region.immenſe ſpaces diſtant. yy Ange that 
which is enlightened by your ſun, and on 
numberleſs ages before the foundations of the earth 
were laid, and the meaſure thereof deſcribed before 


de 


the day-ſpring knew its place, and the bounds of 


darkneſs were determined. Before man was form- 
ed of the ground, and the Almighty breathed into 
him a living ſoul; an unmeaſurable duration be- 
fore this, the unliodies: Creator had made and peo- 

pled millions of glorious worlds. The inhabitants 

of this which I am deſcribing, ſtood their proba- 
tion, and are. confirmed i in their original. e 

| c 
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but will never be. alnitcd: into the empyrean hea» | 

ven, being incapable of that ſupreme degree of 

happineſs which angels and the ſpirits of juſt men 
attain. However, they are exempt from all evil, | 
bleſſed to the height of their faculties and concep- 
tions, and are privileged with immortality. Their 
reſidence may properly be called th inchanted world, 

Whatever you have heard fabled of fairy ſcenes, 

of vocal groves, and palaces rifing to magic ſounds, 
zs all real here, and performed by the eaſy and na- 
tural operations of theſe active ſpirits. Ic have in 
an inſtant ſeen palaces aſcend to a majeſtic height, 
ſparkling as the ſtars, and tranſparent as the un- 
clouded ether. I might deſcribe them like the 
courtly prophet : Their walls were fair colours, their 
foundation ſapphire, the windows of agate, and the 
gates of carbuncle. Their materials here are all 
glittering and refined; not, like the earthly globe, 
dark and heavy. Theſe ethereals are the niceſt - 
judges of ſymmetry and proportion; and, by the 
Uiſpofition of light and ſhade, and the miete of. 
i a thouſand dazzling colours, form the moſt charm- 
4 ing proſpects. They have ſuch a command and 
if knowledge of the powers of nature, that in ap in- 
Rant they raiſe a variety of ſylvan ſcenes, and car- 

Je perſpective through verdant avenues, and 
ry walks, to an unmeaſurable length; while 
Hving- fountains caſt up their ſilver ſpouis, and form 

glittering arches among the trees, of growth. and 

verdure not to be expreſſed, G | 
They are acquainted with all the utmoſt myſte- 
ries of ſound, and are poſſeſſed with the very ſoul 
of harmony. Art is theirs in all its changing notes, 
its blandiſhments, and graces. Whatever nature 
can boaſt in her wild licentious charms, is governed 
by them. Fhe winding vales, the ſtreams and 
grooves, breathe muſic at their command; the 
nightingale and dying ſwan ſeem to complain to a 


ra * . the trees; while 
7 | | A thou- 
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2 thoufand airy ſongfters' warble to the meaſured. 
fall of high caſcades; which, by intervals finking 
into a deep ſilence, after a graceful pauſe, ſhrill re- 
cdrders and ſilver trumpets ſonnd ; while harmleſs 
thuaders roll above, and break with a glorious fo- 
lemnity : Still the bliſsful tempeſt riſes, and ſwells 
the mind to ſacred grandeur and ſeraphic eleva- 
tion; till ſabdued and melted into foftneſs by the 
melody of tuneful reeds, arty rag and {weet- 
inchanting voices of the Lydian ſtrain. 
'The . of this charming region is perfe&t- 
ly muſical and elegant, and becoming the fair in- 
habitants, who are frefh and rofy as the opening 
morning, clear as the meridian light, and fragrant 
as the breath of jeſſamine, or new-· blown roſes. 
How exquiſitely proportioned their ſhapes ! their 
aſpect how tranſporting ! how gentle, how charm- 
ing beyond all the rate of mortal men! Never did 
the-eye-lids of the morning open on ſuch perfection; 
never did the ſun, ſince firſt it journeyed through 
the ſkies, behold fuch beauty; nor can human 
fancy, in its moſt inſpired flights, conceive ſuch a - 
miable Wohn. ie ge 
Perhaps, in all my planetary rambles, I ſhall not 
be able to give you an account of any objects more 
ſarprifing : but, while T am permitted, I ſhall conti-. 
nue my intelligence to the moſt agreeable friend I 
had on earth; and be aſſured, when you are re- 
leafed from mortality, you will meer, in ſpite of di- 
ſtance of time and place, (thoſe mortal foes to love 
upon earth). 1 
deo ont cel cee 
i 008 On 
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of virtue remain in their full force. Ton: have. 
been faithful to, my memory, and the ſtricteſt rules 
of piety ; though it has proved of fatal conſequence . 
to the unhappy man who was. lately my huſband, | 
and by that relation a, brother to you. With, in- 
ward grief and compaſſion I ſaw the ere e 
nation; hut never uttered the leaſt complaint, nor 
gave bim. one uneaſy moment. .L:knew,your, mind 
as faultleſs as your form, and ſaw you governed in 
all your conduct by conſcious honour. and unble- 
miſhed virtue. Envy itſelf cauld not Have re- 
proached you with the leaſt deviation from mode - 
ſty and truth: Nor was the promiſe I would have 
l from the guilty yauth- on my death bed, 
the effect of jealouſy.; but a kind of deſign to re- 
claim him, and ITE: on from kis importunity, if 
I could have engaged him, as J deſired, not to con- 
verſe with you 5 my. deceaſe. But he was fin- 
cere enough to — me; and as. ſoon as a flight 
formality wauld . ſuffer. him, .he purſued his inceſ- 
tuous paſſion. * our obſtinate repulſes have at laſt 
the tragical effect I expected. From the moment 
that he heard the day of your marriage with the 
iluſtrious Mantandre was ſet, he reſolved on the 
unnatural fact; and never was ſelf murder per- 
formed in a more calm and deliberate manner. He 
ſpent part of the evening with two of his friends, 
men of wit and learning: His diſcourſe with them 
was all intended to prove the right a man has to diſ· 
oſe of his life, and put an end to his being, when 
it was rather his burthen than Happineſs. He re- 
turned to his houſe in a more early hour than u- 
ſual; and retiring to his chamber, called for a 
young and only daughter that I had left him, 'Ta- 
king 4 in his arms, while the lovely infant ſmiled 
on him, tears dropped from his eyes: When he 
would have bleſſed it, the unbelieving prayer faul- 
tered on his tongue; and, delivering the child to its 


nurſe, he ee bis ſervants to deny him to all 
3 company. 


. 
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company. As foon as he was alone, be wrote that 
moving letter which you received. When he had 


_ fmiſhed and ſealed it, he took a Lucretius from the 
table, and read and pauſed by intervals. At lag, 


looking at his- watch, jut at two, he faſtened his 
chamber-door,. and drew his ſword, repeating the 
following lines, which I wiſn had never been writ, 
as, Dailhge? you; does the authour of them 400: 


— Here's a quick relief. „ 
To all thy vain imaginary. grief! 5 2 
For thou ſhalt fleep, and never wake again, 
And quitting life, ſhalt quit thy loving pain. 
The worſt that can bofall ll thee, meaſur d right, 
Ta ſound Number anda long gaod night. 1 


4 Then directing the point exactly to his heart, be” 


fell on his ſword, and immediately expired; and 


left a tender orphan, friendleſ and expoſed. This 


is the motive of my writing to you, that you would 


take the charge of her education, and protect her 
infant-innocence. Be ſure to perform this gene- 
rous office, as you would. proſper, and be yourſelf 
protected in any of the calamities of human life. 
By defiring you to make all poſſible proviſion for 
her happineſs, I preſent you n. an Nb 
of N e o.. 


* 
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1 Toa — — | 
7 dear, Emilia, it will be impoſfible for me to 
give you the intelligence I promiſcd from th 
invifitie regions, unleſs I could- tranſlate the lan- 
guage of paradiſe into that of mortals: For here 
are a thouſand beauties unrevealed, and a thouſand 
dclighis unnamed among. the race of men. We 


drink at the fountain head of happineſs, and bathe 


in che rivers of immortal pleaſure; the ſprightly 
5 | B 2 | hours 


i ; 
_— 
144 
'3 
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| og the ſanctity and gr andeur of theſe divine enjoy- 
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hours dance along, crowncd- ww love, 20d ume | 
e ecftaſy. 


You were wittieſs to my dying agony; ; I a your 


| laſt kind tears, and gave up my breath in>your | 
arms. But how changed was the ſcene in a mo- 
ment! from the gloom and horrour of a death - bed, 
to the ſmiles and ſongs of angels, who conducted 
me to the ethereal heights? A thouſand. dazzling 
wonders met my view; the heavens. in pomp un- 
folded their glories ; the paradiſe of God opened | 
before me in all irs bliſsful and tranſporting ſcenes ! 


The happy groves ſtood crowned with unfading 


verdure ; the lucid currents danced. along over 

ſands of gold; the charming bowers diſplayed their 

ever - blooming pride, and breathed ambroſia; the 
palaces of the heavenly powers aſcended with ex- 
quifite magnificence, ſparkling far beyond alk the 

; glories of the lower ſkies, and b N with the 
| voice of feſtivity and joy. 


I necks air thee welcomed {mere heb 


c happy manſions, was your charming brother, gay 
as a cherubim. The heavenly loves and graces tri - 
umphed in all his form; vital pleaſure danced in 
his eyes; life and celeſtial bloom fat ſmiling on Kis 
face; a wreath of unfading flowers circled his head; 
and a golden lute was in his band, whoſe barmany 
joined to his melting voice, far ſurpaſſed all deſcrip- 


tion. That tender innocent. paſſion. I had long 


conceived for him kindled at the firſt Interview, | 


and has taken eternal poſſeſſion of my foul. —- 

But how ſhall I make- you ſenſible of what an 
angePs flowing ſong, in all the pomp: of heavenly 
harmony, would not fully deſcribe. ] In what figures 
of celeſtial eloquence ſhall | relate the loves of im- 


mortal ſpirits; or tell you the height, the extent, 


the fulneſs of their bliſs! All the ſoft engagements 


on earth, the tender ſympathies, and the moſt bo- 


ly union that nature knows, are but faint ſimilitudes 


ments. 


— 5 anc as. An. ai. «©... 
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ments. Hope and languiſhing expectation are no 
more, and all deſire is loſt in full and complete 

fruition. Love reigns in eternal triumph; here 
it governs every heart, and dwells on every tongue. 


Dey tune their golden harps to the great name 
| Love, immortal Love, their darling theme. _ 
en thouſand echoes through the ligbi ſome plains * 
Repeat the clear, the ſweet melodious trains, 
The fields rejoice, the fragrant groves around 
Bloſſem afreſh at their inchanting found. 
The heaven of heavens from dazzling heights above © : 
Returns the name; and hails the pouer of Love. 


But oh! when the. fair. face of. eternal Love un- 
veils its original glories, and appears in the. perfec- 
tion of uncreated beauty, how wondrous, how in- 
effable the viſion ! Fulneſs of joy is in his preſence, 
- rapture and inexpreſſible ecſtaly : The faireſt, ſeraph- 
ſtops his lute, and with a graceful: paufe confeſſes 
the ſubject. too great for his moſt exalted ſtrain. 
How impetuouſly do the ſtreams of immortal joy 
roll in, and enlarge the. faculties of every heavenly : 
mind! 

Ye ſacred myſteries. .unrevealed to men; ye glo- 
ries, unprofaned by mortal eyes, forgive the bold 
attempt that would deſcribe you !—The only de- 
ſcription that mortals can receive of . 152 that 

yOu are not 10 be deſcribed. . 


DIIA. a 


LETTER VII- 
5 — 


Wird; you had juſt e me ne happy, 2 re. 
| warded the moſt tender paſſion in the world 
with the poſſeſſion of your. charms, I was compel- 
led .to make a voyage to Spain. You ſaw the in- 
ward ſtruggle _of - my foul, and. that I muſt ſuffer 


the. angie; of death in leaving you, when yqu 
B.3 ſorpriſed — 


a 


| Let. 8. | 


ſurpriſed me with the unexpected generous offer, 
to follow me through all the dangers of the feas. 
Charmed with the propoſal, I took you. at your 
word, and raſhly ventured my darling treaſure to 
the hazards of a voyage. I loſt my life in your de- 
fence againſt an Algerine corſair. The cauſe. was 
juſt, and met with its approbation in the ſeats of 
peace and happineſs. For my own. lot, I could 
not wiſh it more advantageous; and for yours, 
ſuch virtue in diſtreſs will be the peculiar care } 
of Heaven. The barbarian that made | you. his 
prize treated you with an unaccuſtomed entleneſs; 3 
nor has the illuſtrious Baſſa, that ranſomed you 
out of his power at an immenſe price, given you 
the leaſt occaſion of reproach. In the height of 
his pafſion he has always obſerved even the ſanctity 
of the Chriſtian rules, and treated you with a ſub- 
miſſion very different from the principles and eu- 


. ſtoms of his country. Though he has courted 


you to increaſe the number of his wives, he ſeems 
to have fuch an abſolute command of himſelf, even 
in the warmth of bis youthful defires, that you 
need fear no violence from the generous infidel. 
But ſhould the worſt you imagine arrive, Heaven 
has a thouſand ways to protect your innocence. 
Depend on that; and let not the extravaganee of 
your grief perfuade you, that it is lawful to free 
— 4 by the fatal opiate which you keep for that = 
defi The heavenly _ that attend you, _— 
® | | * 
cy, to warn you from ap deſperate attempt. 
Sometimes you have been led through the defolate 
ſhades where unhappy ghoſts complain ; the gloo- 
my caverns, the abodſip of eternal horrour, ' have 
deen opened to your view; fometimes the rewards 
of patience and conſtant virtue have diſplayed their 
lories to your plea'ed imagination; an by the foft 
inſpiring whiſpers of ccleftial beings, your reſtleſs 
a have been compoſed, while the realms-df | 
Joy 


rival, fills her ſoul with the fofteft eompafſi 


or other ſecured yaw from Adubehar's im 
deluſive ang bitter 


DEAD ro . 49 


= to vou: By — — 3 — ho. 
bers: your griefs: were: ealmed, the tempeſt of your 
paſſions ſuſpended. Then quietly attend the event, 


and the gentle Culicara will 2 to free .. 
Till Abnhetar fawn you, 
and as he is handſeme to 2 
renounced the Chriſtian faith ya bin : pom Gl 


the fair e in her heart adores the name which 
her tongue has denied. This, though you are _ 
on far” 


you, and makes her abhor the taſk that her inſo- 


ent maſter has impoſed, of perſuading you to quit 


the poſſeſſion of the — 5. truth, which is your 
happineſs and glory. She is ſo far from giving, 
you that infernal counſel,. that ſhe has with tears: 
and intreaties perſuaded you to die, rather than a- 


+ bandon your glorious hopcs, and title to immorta- 


lity : Nor will ſhe reft, till ſhe has by ſome means 


4 


of complying rs which ſhe has experienc nced : 
ENCE, . 
Your coldneſs and averſion, with the AE AL 


Her wit and vivacity has on his temper, will ſoon 


recover the youthful wanderer, and reftore her to 
an abſolute empire over him; and then you are ſe- 


cure of a guiltleſs protection, till you can give. your 
friends in England intelligence of your circumſtan- 
ces; who will ſoon pay your. ranſom ; nn no 
one can for virtue loſt. 


In the mean time, if yau lows: my memory, mo- 


derate the exceſs of your grief for my death; 


which, however tragical it appeared, was gloriaus 


and happy for me. 1 fell in the ardour of a brave 


action, in the defence of your beauty and liberty, 


and my own life. The wounds I received, gave a 


free paſſage to my ſoul; which took its flight with 
no other regret, but that of parting with. you, it it 


2 be called a ſeparation; for 1 have been your 


conſtant 
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conſtant attendant in my inviſible ſtate, your un- 
ſeen companion in the beautiful walks and bowers 
_ where you ſo frequently ſpend your hours of re- 
rirement. I ſhould with pleafure hear you repeat 
name, as I oftem do, and in the ſofteſt language 
| : oxpteſs the conſtaney of | a virtuous paſſion, could { 
you reſtrain thoſe floods of tears, and be more re- 
'Higned to the will of Heaven. But let - this aſſure 
you, that I am in the height:of- happineſs; and 
when your life is finiſhed, we ſhall meet to part no 
more: Which circumſtance, though you; thro” 
your partiality-for me, may too highly value, be- 
lieve me, you will find it- by. much the. ſmalleſt 


dieſſing of this _ 
„Aa wem : 


4 
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7 SYLVIAc. | 
Few the fragrant bowers, the ever- blooming : 
fields. and lightſome regions of the Morning- 
Star, I wiſh health and every bleſſing to the charm- 
ing Sylvia, the bleſſing of the earth! 

I have a ſecret to reveal to you, of the grentaſt. 
importance to your preſent and future happineſs. 
You are as much a ſtranger to your own rank and 
circumſtances; as I was to mine when 4 came here; 
where | mera fair ſpirit, who informed me, that 
when ſhe was a mortal, I was her ſon,” and not the 
heir of the Earl of ——, as was ſuppoſed; and 
that the Lord ——— is your own brother, It is 
neceſſary that you ſhould know, and diſcover this 
to him; which will prevent that innocent fondneſs , 
| which he now indulges for | ares en growing in- 
to a guilty paſſton. 0 = b 7 

'You have been educated: only as 2 dependent-on | 
the noble family you are in, and as a companion to 
the young ladies, who are really your ſiſters. The 


myſtery i is this. My Lord your father had ſeveral 
daughters 


— IWC. 2 


* ſucceſſively by dba Counteſs! your mo- 
| ther, hut no-lawful heir ; which made him fond of 
a na al fon. that he had by a miſtreſs, His affec- 
tion for him was fo. extravagant that he contrived 
to ſettle his eſtate on him. This gave your mother 
ſuch anxiety; that her jcalouly and averfioa. to-the 
youtly put her on. this raſh. deſign, when ſhe: was 
wich child, to exchange it if it proved a daughter. 

My mother who was married ont of her ſervice, 
and in whom ſhe could. entirely. confide, was with. 
child of mè at the ſame time. Their time of deli- 
very was very near together. My mother had a. 
fan, and you. proved # daughter. The affair was. 
managed with ſuch: dexcerity, that I was cachanged, 

and paſſed without ſuſpicion. for the 'Couatels!s- 
fon; and yon was received by; my mother, and fup- 
poſed: ta be her daughter. Within a year the Coun- 
Toft had mall bene end the eg 'as on. as the 
a bury the Fe. was N eo cel 

| ived a guikles impoſtor was ten years: 
olþ; when ar ſudden; decay withered my tender 
blooms. But, as I had been bred in the firitet no- 


tians of piety and truth, without any chili pra- 


Judicas or flaviſ g fears, I dxpected my approach- 


ing end. whilſt Death made his advances armed 


with a golden headed dart. L had na notions. of 


miſery; all my expectations were bright, though. 


imperfect, of . paradiſe beyond the grave; and 
clofiag my eyes, I fell afleep,, and waked to im- 
mortal life and happineſa. All that was paſt look - 
ed like a dream, like an airy image, of I know not 
what. Some nation 1 had. of a God, and my de- 
pendence on him; but how different from tha illa- 
mination that brake i in an; wy foul: the moment it 

_ threw off its mortal veil} It was then 1 began to 
hve and refle&;; it was them I found myſelf a ra- 
tional being, and looked back with contempt en 
che inſigniſicam part L had been acting. The me- 
. of: * original follicy, ihe childiſh baubles 


and 


— 


and toys that had ju efore ver 
would have given me ſome. confuſion; If! my caſe 
had been ſingular: But I met thouſands of gay ſpi- 
rits newly releaſed, who had performed their ſhort 
taſk, and Füniſhed their trifling farces of life; at 
the ſame time, tranſported at their preſent ſuperiour 
eircumſtances, they made the moſt agreeable re- 
flections on their paſt ſtate. What grandeur; what 
Vivacity, what enlargement of their intellectual 
powers! how ſparkling, how reſembling the angels 
of God, their forms I while a perfect :conſciouf- 
neſs, and exact remembrance of what they were 
but a few moments paſt, raiſed their joy and gra- 
| . nne; Height, and recommended * 
l 
There was one ciopumdtance.. in my pajly death: 
* makes me look on it as a peculiar favour, in 
that IL was removed, by the juſt diſpenſation of 4 
ven, from the poſſeſſion of what is, in the ſtricteſt 
equity, your brother's right. This reflection, — 
a principle of juſtice and truth, gave me an ineffa- 
1 ble ſatis faction; ſince if I.had- lived, Thad been the 
unhappy. though i innocent uſurper of a rank and 
inhexitance to which. I had: not the leaſt real title. 
This, with a thouſand other advantages, makes me 
bleſs the period that freed me from mortality; that 
— moment that delivered me from ignorance 
and vanity; from the errours, the guilt, the miſe - 
ries of numan life; of which, though I had but 
little experience, I am now fully: informed of the 
ſtate of my fellow. creatures; and with what toil: 
and hazard a . 57 rr ot . * been *. 
tended. +3 &, $4 > mid zu omit tn. 


| remember no engagement to the —— but: 
my. affection for you; nor has death effaced the: 
render. impreſſion. But what: was then a natural 
ſympathy, is now a rational eſteem. I view with 
-Pleaſu re your growing virtue, and frequent my 
native n for. your lake, There was ſomething 
| perfectly 


"> 


„ om 


* 


perfectly engaging in th 


4 © & : 152 4. z 
of — 
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e guiltleſs ſorrow you ex- 
preſſed in my ſickneſs; and when my eyes were 


b - 
* Y . : 
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cloſed in death, you would have watched the 


breathleſs clay, in hopes to wake me from the fatal 
ſlumbers again; nor could the gloomꝝ ſolemnity of 
a room af ſtate deter you from paying your! viſits. 


to the ſilent relies. If any thing could have tempt- 


ed me to wiſh myſelf a mortal again, it would have 
been the tender. tears you ſhed for me. The only 
intervals of human life I review with pleaſure, are 


the hours 1 fpent. with you. This gentle paſſion 
was the ſtamp of heaven on my ſoul, the firſt ſoft 


impreſſion ãt received; and it gains new energy in 


" ME: 7 


= 


theſe happy regions of pure beneficence and love. 


This gives me a conſtant ſolicitude, while I ſee you 
on the borders of ſuch a temptation. You are yet 
perfectly guiltleſs, and have done nothing unbeco- 
ming the ſanctity of nature, and the chaſte affec- 
tion of a ſiſter for a brother. But you are on the 
very limits of danger; a ſtep further, the leaſt ad- 


vance, involves you in fin and deſtruction. I know 
this diſcovery will give you a ſecret horrour, and 


quench every kindling deſire. The purity of your 
virtue will ſtart at the inchantng erraur, that 


might have led you on to certain perdition: For 


young as you are, the contageous ſpark is ready to 
kindle, and the lovely boy appears more allaring. 


Your mutual converſation, and the early dawning 
of ſuperiour merit in both, endeared you to, each 
other, by ſuch ſentiments as only noble and virtu- 


ous minds experience. But as a more late diſcove- 
ry might have been fatal to yeur innocence and 
peace, I impatiently attended an opportunity and 
method to make you ſenſible of your danger. I 


know, though A have been deed four years, yon 


ſtill. remember me; and I have often heard vou 


name: me, ande ſeen you with delight gazing on my 


picture. This made me reſolve to appear to you 
when. I ſaw you. The fixit opportunity” 9 


* 
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 fredrme, you were fi , Fizing at your @ 

Section; and ſticking flowers in you ae bath 
it for your young lover. 'I knew. you had read 
f Fairies, und looket at painted Gupids with de- 
light. Jn ſuch a poetical form. I thought you' 
Ts have 2 703 N 5 N nat cer wick 


4 7 "16s, . LY * ＋ 5 
«+ A 4 98 


| Ds zent hf ſplendeu 1 Bten'd — e, {HY 

| When the ſmiling g e 0 77 5 

8 Sprinkled with 2 a purple bue K. 
Ny wings. e 'd, my — 5 celęſtial Blue; 2 = 

More nehite than flax. my curling treſſes fwd, 
My dimpled cheeks with roſy beauty glow'd. _ 


I could not Have believed a form more gay is” 
thoſe that glittered on your fan could have diſeom - 
poſed you ; but, to my ſurpriſe, T faw- you faint - 4 
away, before I had begun to ſpeak to you. Nou 
foon recoyered from the ſwoon; and returning to 
the houſe told à ſtoty, which yon found nobedy 
believed ; fo viſe is the age in which you live, as 
not to be mpoſel on! You eaſily perſuaded your- 
ſelf it was mo more than a dream. However, T 
. durſt attempt your-courage no more, dut give this 

art in formation this way; which if 5 
mould not credit, you are undone. In this admo- 


nion or e nas, Joins wht” — 
At as 


1. K T T ER xX. e "3 : 

F659! 70 LEONOR &: en SETS Fa 
"OUR ftory'of feeing an apparition in Ga gar- 
den, I perceive, has frighted your whole fa- 
mily; and not a mortal durſt venture into the 
kaunted walk, as they call it, after the ſun iſets, 
but your brother, rowhom I have not the leaſt in- 
tention to ſhow myſelf. It was only tb you, my 


— nn the vilit 34s E eb [flats 
2 eee 


- Ge 


| won Har would: hare e "et from wy 


_unreaſonable fears. f 40>] 


7 


As H expected, Wes: But evening” induce: 

take your accuſtomed walk. "Elie fan was hardly fer, | 

| when you entered a long avenue f trees, that led to 
a green flowery arch, which looked ona ſylvan palace. 
Here I ſeated myſelf in a human; and, as I thought, _ 
a very dgreeable figure and dreſs; and as much as 
poſſible diſguiſing the fplendour f Immortality, 1 4 
imitated ria e ſo placed myſelf, _ 


you to 


* W 


2 i; AS 


_ -by be 0! at a dit e 9e bout come 


n you Mold ry | | — or ag hol 4 re- 3 
treat. I durſt not rife, nor make the leaſt offer to 
| follow; for fear you ſhould take your flight with too 
much ſpeed and diforder ; and as you gi nd I was 
a very evil apparition,” and would nut intrude on 
your retirement, you went off with a ſober and de- 
cent pace, often looking back to conviace yourſelf 
that what you'ſaw Nas real. As. ſoon'as you had | 
reached the houſe, I ſhifted my material figure for 
one more becomin g. che dignity of the o_ al con? 
dition: ere e invifible, I "heard the | 
fantaſtic: relatiof yow pave your brother; white! , KB 
you it was the ee of the ſpleen and obſtinate 
grief you had indulged" fince my death. You ftil, 
afſerted the reality of what you 10010 him; but he d 
beliered it no more thin if he had heard it from N = 
5 You might have diff 2d very chought of fear, 
I would” not hade injured you when 1 was A mortal, 
liable to folly and errour; much leſs in a ſtate of 


perfection and happineſs. Here is not a ſpark ok 1 | 

b 

guilt or malignity leſt in virtuous minds, when re. 
ne! rom their earthly priſon: EY FI and 9 

| AMS 0 91 65 13:95 ata a 1 kind; - 
gens 8 | us 3 | 


3 ED Fore. : Me 
3 The terrour wh kick: men. fly us, 


Yb ſomething in. it incredible, if we did not remember | 
. our on original folly and ignorance z; but as we 


do, your ſtrange apprehenſſons only divert and en- 


tertain us. If you thought . you would have 
rom one another. = 
* than from us, who have 8 or in- 


more reaſon to run full f 


clination to injure; but are: ready to ſereen you in 


| 2a thouſand. dangers, and to, promote your intereſt : 


with the moſt generous concern, while you are en- 
ned to a greater delicacy, you would ſee a thou : 
fand ethereal forms. in the full bloom of immortal 
you terr but love and delight. " 

1 _ - 45; KO . 

EF: your unguarded e when Angers and ſnares 

. 12 you. 


your fortune and beauty, ſo fag ourabie was his O- 
pinion of me. This circumſtance made me miſer- 


* 


and flattered myſelf you had the ſame for me; hut 
as my birth and fortune were much inferiour to 


vantage that was in my power, or violate the ſacred 
truſt I had undertaken. By a, thouſand little ſoft 


though ſerure of ſucceſs, I durſt. not ſedues you 


2 | Lind; d eee = 8 3 "OR BR 
4 Kaitely more. tender and anne "_ nated] | 


A -  tirely ignorant of your benefactors. Were human 
$ organs more refined, and your perceptions height- 
beauty and undecaying'life.;. not faſhioned to give 
my dear Leonora, 1 would in <urd 951 


yo ur prejudices, and reconcile you to the ſociety f 
* ſpirits; that you may ſometimes permit me to warn 


You know MY father the me the ths of $ | 


able, and at once cut off all my future views of 
happineſs. _ I had indulged a ſecret paſſion for vu, 


yours, I was, reſolved rather to die than uſe the. ads. 


iaadvertencies you diCoverad, your paſſion; but, 


2 into a compliance of marriage ſo vaſtly below your 
big rank and character, nor take the advantage 
Ip of n your — years to an action 
unbe coming 5 


Li 


onbecoming your quality and Nds. My Gur 
was unſtained with any deſign that was mean and 
ſelfiſh ; and the entire confidence of your father 
had in my integrity and conduct, fixed my reſoluk 3 
tion of acting up to the ſevereſt rules of virtue aud ꝑ 
truth. But to what diſtreſs Was reduced! e 
you to madneſs, while I never approached 
but with a diffæmbled indifference, This reſtra es 
and the conſtant agitation of. my thoughts, diſor- 
dered my health; and threw me into a violent fe- 
ver, which ſoon finiſhed my life. The juſtice and 
elity of my conduct found its immenſe reward 
and left me nothing to repent of, but the giving 
my truſt entirely to- your brother's care, whoſe li- 
centious manners will expoſe you to a thouſand - 
dangers. To repair this negligence, I would fain* 
have induced you to- a conyerſation that might . 
have dire&e&your conduct, and fortified. your vir- 4 
tue by my friendly admonition. But ſince your 1 
fears put it out of my power ever to be viſible to · 1 
you again; I muſt take this way to .convince you. 
| wo unchangeable my concern for your happineſs: 
Oh, let it not be dearer to you than it is o 
work! 3 


74 
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1 E _ Ph E R AI. e 
To the 5 „ „ 
Pian your | fellow. mortals to CER Joris: 
recovery; but I muſt own it was a difappoiat- 
ment to me. Tou were on the confines of immor- 
tality. The angels, who are miniſtering ſpirits to 
5 cirs of falyarion, had prepared their fong "RE 
h to receive you; I had wreathed a garland. = -& 
of the faireſt flowers that bloomed in the paradiſe: W 
of God, to crown ſuch early and diſtinguiſhed vin - 
tue; with impatience I numbered your moments, 
and © every one would be your laſt : The 
bo ſparkling 


+54 


preme command, . reftored. you back to health 


28 EY FROM * 


parkling vivacity .of your eyes expired, che roſes 
on your cheeks vaniſhed into a mortal paleneſs, and 


the ſprings of life ſeemed juſt ready to "—_ their 


motion ; when he who. governs. nature Kh ſu- 


Your recovery, was ; ſurpriſing even-to-angels ; who, 


though i ignorant of the various limits the Soxereiga 


Diſpoſer has ſet to human life, yet often make cx- 
act conjectures of the courſe of ſecond cauſes, and 


de period of mortal lives. Lou are certainly given 


back as a bleſſing to the world : your example may 
yet make a thouſand proſclytes to virtue. But for 


concile me to diſpenſation; when you was juſt 


in the harbour, to be toſſed back again on the tem 
peſtuous ocean; when you had welcomed Death, 


as your kind deliverer, ready to free you from Caſ- 


_ fander's importunity, and your brother's tyranny, 


who will do his utmoſt to compel you to this de- 
teſtable marriage. But your ones to refuſe is 
is of the higheſt rtance to your preſent;and iu - 
ture arp I . already married, under a 


borrowed name, to a young 224 beautiful KHalian, 


whom he ſtole from her parents; and after he had 
lived two months concealed with her, the pexjured 
man left and abandoned her to miſery. _ In the 


hight of her anguiſh, fue put Herfeff fr 


Inne- 
ry, where ſhe, waſtes ber days in 4 reluctant and 
_ unprofitable devotion : for true religion cannot ex- 


my part, no 785 dat the will of Heaven could re- 8 


Sf 


5ſt but by our choice ; neceſſity can give, ogthing In 


but the appearance of it. 


This is a ſecret, of which you” wopla never have | 


been informed by any human means. . If you diſco 


ver it to your brother, it will delive 7 fromthe vi- | 


olence which he is determined to to force you. 
to wed Caſſander, another name for miſery. ., 
It is a diſintereſted concern for you, that 685 


me give you this advice. There is no jealguſy. in 
r minds. They ME, their OL Ct | 


« 
* 


8 
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fhould the) appear in heir "celeſtial ſplendour, 
the moſt pertet _ 'bf the children of men 
would wither in their preſente. But vanity ande- 
mulation are no more; and all ſel6ſh defigns. are 
voknown, in theſe Kappy continents. 

Tou may, by making 2 proper uſe of this notice, 5 
provide for your own. happineſs ; but, bleſſed be | | 
the great Author VE all Woch you cannot add to; 1. 
me | :5S 1 

. 5 S center. 3 
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To my-dear brother. 
| Your the unhappy Carlos, died this EY x 
at Naples. I was willing to ſurpriſe you wn 
this intelligence, in. a ay ern no human r I 
can reach. 3 
Iwiſh my e for your reſberaasne | | 
have mere ſucceſs:now, than they had when 1 un Ay 
ia⸗s ſtate of mortality. I am perſuaded, if your 
> | had ſeen the exit of the wretched youth, who had 
been. the companion of your riots, it would have 
convinced ou of the falſehood of his principles; 
and- how little 1 the thoughts of falling back : 
into his original nothing gave him, when the gloo- 9 
; my hour approached, in which he was to loſe the fight - "> 
ol the ſun and ſtars, with all the vidible boauties ob, - 3 
nature. for ever. IF 
To be -ioſenfible l to "IO 3 to: f bis 
eyes cloſing in an. eternal ſleep ! gave him inexpref-  -Þ| 
_ fable: horrours. But if this was the worſt char he = 
_ apprehended, never did mortal give up: his life ir 'F 
 &a-manacr more cowardly and . — He | 
durſt not bear darkneſs or ſolitude one moment: 
he ſtarted at a ſhadow, and ſhowed a more — 
childiſh fear and weakneſs in his actions: he even 
| begged his phyſicians to flatter him with the hopes 
of life, and not let him know if they thought his 
caſe. deſperate: he charged his attendant not to 
2 2 | mention 


- wore ER (ng l bauch 
3 the. utmoſt diſorder, go pet On. 
5 3 adviſe him to ſettle them | . a N 1 


cautions oo him, 5 re 


1 Bim; 3 mo N Th as Fes | Em. 
„ bled and fell into the greateſt agenies, cloſed his 
eyes, or turned them from her : but ſpoke no 
_ | to ſupport her in the diſtreſs he had brough 
her; nor expreſſed the leaft remorſe for having © 
— feduced her to leave the noble Seba/tian, to whom. 
ſhe was engaged by marriage-vows, and:aithouſar * 
deender obligations. His peeviſhneſs and ir er 755 
3 - were in{ufferable, and even deſpicable to his own' © 
* ſervants. When the medicines he tock hack not 
their expected ſucceſs, he reproached his phy 
with negligence, or want of ſkill; and yet 9 
I red their aſſiſtance, as if his being i HUD! 
depended on their art. His ſenſes were pertett to 
the laſt gaſp. With amazement he ſa the univer- 
 .  fal terrour make its flow and dreadful apptoache; 
and, after a tedious and painful ſtruggts, Ne = 
roÞhe gloomy- conquerour, and with a deep or 
u breath, ae eee great Joo. 
1 8 =o 2 4 i Ne „ 1% ; 
"I 2 Has Weben of. your friend's dtath will: 
have the happy effect I defigned'ir, and make h 
recollect the counſel I gave you with my dy dying 
breath ;—the beft legacy: 1 WO os eg 
I had had empires to diſpoſe f. | 
\ My: dear brother, I can have no o ſelfſh 8 
* in endeavouring to reclahm your ektravagan- 
In this fuperiour ſtate, my concern for Tour! 
happinck muſt be all abſtra& and generous, The 
owledgments of indigent miſerable mortals, ſig- I 
iy working to Pais exakd in cle ignies 


Ache > Warmer. 


as Nuh ones eee 1. n 


74 e wulf than evet: for von- 3 
aud kane EY 3 jo | 


1 your ho x Fang 
 fobnd, you. had ſome ſauſt of — per ner 


1 to reform Jou by ZCREYONS: {rbavment, ! — 


ately ſettled on y ] 7 
in my poner. 1 will not —— Aancagiogayy? | 
vous defence, when aſſanſted im ur wavels | 
chin aß but an action of, humanhby, which es 
brave man owes £0 a perfect ſtranger. But I. 
inſiſt on the merit 


te lon ley Waere row N _ 1 


ih and Ander e — 
ki? your aide e for her, I made a reireat. 
and le eche w. | bea . reprocch- ; 
levity and indifference to which my heart was a ſtran 
ger; diſguiſed my tender bilde. and pleaded 
yours with ſuch ſuccels, chat {he yielded md ig 
1 5 and gave her marobleds charms | 


| 'F 
5 this pvacRagaten match had ner Git ect 
L hoped, nor vas the-leaft peſtraint to your Heerttr 
ous, manner of life. You adted a ſhameful part in 
affiſting Carles in his, affair with Amore; and a 


_ . 
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r 


t reſigning my prewalions' 10% : 1 


ON. i £2455 8 9 — 155 92 5 + 


ors thamefyl ons i n ene D 


MA - 


x 2 


4 
* 
_ Y * = N 
N : a 
F 
, 4 

28 0 i \ ' j 
4 F A 4 
l \ > : * , : . ; 
1 g ; as.” " . , 2 
8 4 1 B 
, * 0 | 

> ; * ; 1 a , 3 3 : 8 ” fps 1 N 
5 3 4 vw tt N p . * 1 Pp 4 g X 

» 1 8 N 7 1 K n . 2 „ 4 Se - 28 p 1 1 £8 1 2 

, yy COSI ned toned IT PE eg on A ' £2 a I 1 

11 P ⁵˙ wZ ᷣͤd1l!l,,,ͤ é ͤ r mmm̃ñ /MN¶ tas ets; 9 £426 

J : ; 
Err AA e . , F aA CER INEIEEER r — 
9 


+ 


we, LETTER AW. 


the fair Climene is unchange 
in a way incxpreflibly ſuperiour to mortal life, ſo 
the beneficent diſpofitions of my nature riſe to a 
more noble and generous height. My concern for 


a ba ppinels 3 is mere azo, þ and diſintereſted than 


* . 43 p 


hs BW if he abande 2 


her, Y Whew you” 


_- ingrateful treatment of a man of his exalted 


fon. A e ee 10 times have re- 
proached myſelf for having been the unhappy in 
ſtrument of Bellamira's ruin; who pined'bencach 


her grief like a fair flower blaſted in its prime. 1 

never met her eyes, but ſhe might have ſeen the Fy 
. remorſe and confuſion of my ſoul. The negligence | 
and contempt with which you treated the beſt of 


women, -ſunk my youthful ſpirits, damped my no- 
bleſt deſigns, ended the gayeſt ſeaſon of my 


life. While death made its flow and -filent ap- 
proaches, the laſt-favour I begged of you was, to 
de juſt to your. unhappy wife, in breaking all en- 


agements with the lewd and- infamous Amoret. 
his you promiſed me with a religious ſolemnit 


She is all inchantment, and will, I fear, be your 


ruin. But; if you reject my advice, take this cans. 
tion from the royal'penitent; Her houſe is the way te 
death, and her gates lead down to hell. And I deſire 

you to conſider ſeriouſly, that this admonition muſt 


ow * Snag or NES rr __ Fa 
GE af HDR LH * EuinanDer:” 


!. 


ence is from my former ſtate, my affeQion to 
As I live and act 


- PINE , 


An 0 FROM hs © Let. 13. 


merit, fills me with the greateſt remorſe and confu | 


* 


what repeated favours you had received from the af 
injured and generous Sebaſtian. Your treacherous” 


But I. know, her preſent diſtreſs (though the Juſt 8 95 
effect and reward of her crimes) will be your ſnare. 5 


% 


Hose different my preſent manner wy exit- 1 2 


7 


erer. 1 Tum jr Meagan n eee flumbersg 
vwaited on your ſolitary walks, and; followed you 
like your auendant angel; who, pleaſed: with my 
officious care, has often left zou to my charge. 
Lour preſent danger gives me as much anxiety as 
conſiſts with a ſtate of happine ſs. I could not re- 
train from giving ꝓou this warning which to our 
ſurpriſe, you will find. on your e eg tri- 
fles the moſt its neuerſ a. 
5 Vou are, O too credulous fair,! o the. very a 
af ruin. Treachery and deluſion are in Altanden's 
eyes and tongue ; and if you neee ade ag: 
pointment with him, ypu arg undone, Infamy and 
perdition are before you. . The evil genii that envy 
the happineſs: of the human. race, already inſult my 
pious care; and your, celeſtial guardian heats half 
reſolved to quit his truſt. The tender grief hangs 
on his beautiful face, likg a cloud on the roſy 
morning 3: and in the, deepeſt- klence of the night. 
when the creation ſeemed lulled in an univerſal, = 
flumber, in the gloom of a neighbouring grove that 
vou often frequent, I heard him tune his ſilver lute . 
to ſtrains ſoft and languiſhing, as 1 which. 
the heavenly miniſters mourned-the loſs of Para- 
diſe, and the bold. tranſgrefion o the: firſt-womani 
that fell. And; yours, vohappy: maid le will be a 
fall from the heights: of, hongur, from the very 
triumph of virtue. What can man believe I What 
can the fex boaſt, when ſuch innocence, ſuch- 
truth, ſuch modeſty as yours, ave per vertetl Vice 
. will inſult, to find Climene among ber yotaries, and 
hardly believe, her own conqueſt-; ſurpriſed like 
the barbhareus Gals in the Roman ſenate, whor 
thoughs jt an aſſembly of gods,” till thay ſaw thera: 
ee | 
With what a profligate air, with what inſolent 
vanity, did your young ſeducer leave you laſt night! 
how proud of his unexpected ſucceſs, when he had. 
W vnn e to * guilty aſſignation ! I 
„ ſtaid 


— 
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aid with of ws an unſeen witneſs of the remorſe an 


confufion in which he left you; "How diſordered! 


Now pat) 'how-unlike y yourſelf, did you appear p- 1 


- _ your uſual hour oft devotion: A Bible lay 

, which you took in your hand, but durſt not 
2 for fear the ſanctity of its rules fliould re - 
Proach you. The diſtraction of your thoughts 
gave me hopes, that you would recover your elf, 
and break the guilty engagement you Had made. 
To confirm your doubtful virtue, L was en the 
point of making myſelf viſible; but the unaccouint- 


able fear that mortals have 6 the inhabitants of 


the immaterial worlds reſtrained eme, leſt the effect 


ſhould have been fatal to your timorous temper, - 


however gentle and propitious my appearance and” ' 


addreſs had been, And I thought this letter might: 
Jeſs ſurprife, and more-calmly perſuade you. 

. You have yet a few hours to-recolleQ- yourſelf; 
And ſure you will not give up an unblemifhed re- 
putation, with all the peace and innocence of your 


mind, to this blind extravagant paſion-! Beſides 


the injuſtice to the unhappy Sylvia, to- whom A. 


cander is engaged - by a thouſand” vows, and who'- 
now pines away in-obſcurity, a victim to his falſe 


- hood and perjury. Be virtuous and e 1 5 

be kind to her, and juſt to yourſelf.” e 
After this warning, even from the dead, your 

* crime will be aggravated. You muſt deliberately- 


venture on perdition, and damn yourſelf with de- 
1ign; and ſober reflection. Tou muſt def perately-. | 


give up your title to-celeſtial happineſs; to the 
worlds of life and pleaſüre, of immortal beauty and 
youth. Oh, how ſuperiour to that with which ph 
are at this inſtant ſo fatally enamoured below . 
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world, had the privilege to ſupply the place 
of your guardian angel. I have: been. an inviſible | 
witneſs: of your tears for my death-z and to ale 
the. exceſs of your grief to me, I have been at 
| Nes to let you know that Iam happy. © GGP. 

J can give you ne account how my ſoul was re- 
ers I fell afleep in perfect health, with an un- 
uſual ſerenity of mind]; and, from the gentleſt 
ſlumbers of 1 innocence and peace, awaked in immor- 
tal bliſs. (How common is ſudden death !) I found 
myſelf in a moment got above the ſtars, and out- 
ſhining the ſun in its meridian ſplendour. Corrup- 
tion had put on incorruption, and mortality was 
ſwallowed up of life and immortality. O Death l * 
cried in the exaltation of my thoughts, O Death 
where is thy conqueſt? O King of Terrours! where 
is thy boaſted victory? where is thy ſceptre and im - 
perial horrours, thy gloomy ſtate, "as dreadful at - 
tendants? Where are thy vaſt dominions, the 
chqerleſs and formleſs darkneſs, the ſhade and the 
emptineſs, the ſeats of corruption and decay-? The 
ſpell is broken i the inchantment is diſſolved! the 
ſhadows, the phantoms, the viſionary terrours. fly 


tranſſ the proſpect! 


Porting, 


brought me out of darkneſs and confinement inte 
immenſe light and liberty? Who was the kind meſ. 


ſenger. that conveyed the welcome invitation to my 


ear? What melodious voice called me away from 
rea cold n regions, to theſe ſoft and 
e 


' 
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eleſtial morning dawns, and charming ſcenes 
ariſe. But, oh 1 how a, how various, how 


Still loſt in joy and woes Tell me, faid . ye | 
| angels, ye ſmiling forms that ſurround me; what ealy 5 
paſſage has my ſpirit found from its mortal priſon? 
what gentle hand has unlocked my earthly fetters, and © 


peaceful bablaations*? How: have 1 col . my N R 
lage through. the trackleſs ether, and gained the 
ſummit of the everlaſting hills? Am Tawake? Do 
I T dream ? Ts'this'a gay, a flattering viſion ?: Oh, 

no! tis all 'blifsfol and pod certainty! 1 
tee, Ichear thidgs unuiterable, ſuck"ias never en- 
tered into the hehrt of mortal man to cob 14 
deive.—.—.— Read, and delieve JU wolves; err de 
ha py. 2575 + = 
ou f ſhe, my e how: blindly: you repine 
at the decrees of heaven, and how unreaſofablß 

lament what you call my carly and untimelrx 
"Faces Could I be happy too toon? 1 left the world 
indeed, in the full pi ide of my youthful, years, in 
the height of greatneſs and reputation, ſurrounded 

with the blandiſhments and flatteries of 24 

But theſe advantages might have been fatal ſnares 

to my virtue in a longer trial. It was indulgent in 

Heaven, after a ſhort probation, to crown me 

wich the rewards of victory. It is paſt the toil, 

the danger; 3 and all to Many arte eadloſs eee and 

1 ö 
IF you could footy nite; bsh now, aan inte 

as juſtly of it as you will certainly deo on your 0 

| deathbed, this letter from me had been ſuperffu 

1 only : can W es it e eee you e 
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1 io: a ——— * he 
Aae coaſts, this is to let ou know; that Iain 
ſafely landed on the celeſtial ſhores. Ihe veſſel in 
which I was. imbarked, by a tempeſt, funk to the 
bottom of the ocean, and the angel of the waters 
received my newly unembodied ſoul. FOE 442 


1 was « ſerpriſed at the different ee en 5 
- - iſtence 


0 e 
* * 
% 2.3 
1 
[1 


I heard, I ſaw, with a more exquiſite ſenſe than be- 


fore. But a few moments were paſt fince the 
raging billows carried deſtruction in their appear - 
ance ; and now I moved unterrified through | the 


deeps, and ſurveyed the foundation of the ancient 
hills. The regent of the waters, pleaſed with my 
curioſity, led me through his cryſtal palaces and co- 


ral groves ; ſhewed me the pearly grottoes and al- 
coves of amber, with a thouſand wonders, kept 
ſecret from the race of men fince the baſes of the 


mountains were: laid. 


As ſoon as I had gone 8 r of his liquid 
regions, an ethereal meſſenger took me under his 


conduct. *I followed my gentle guide through the 
airy ſpaces; and here all was novelty 


limits of the creation, with unſpeakable agility. 1 
moved from ſtar to ſtar, and met ten thouſand ſuns 
blazing in full glory, without fear or conſternation. 
1 followed the track of prodigious: comets, that 
drew their flaming tails over half the ſky. From 


the planetary regions I aſcended, with the eaſe and 


wiftneſs of a thought, to the ſuperiour heaven, 


the imperial. palace of the Moſt High. But here 


acfeription falls, and all beyond is unutterable. 
This is the only account you can poſſibly receive 


| of: my death, which your own fears had ſo truly 


preſaged at our parting. And this, my much- 
loved Henrietta, I hope, I will put an end to all 


your anxiety ; for fiance the change is proved ſo 
happy for me, you are too much my friend to be 


en meant 


1 


PHILANDER, 
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iſtence, I breathed indeed no longer; but 1 lived, 


and ſurprize. | 
I made the tower of the univerſe, and explored the - 
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LETTER XVI. 
To my Lord. — — 


| Bly dear brother, 8 5 25 

8 immaterial beings min ingle l in hes "AY 

| ciety they pleaſe; I had the curioſity. laſt night 
to hinder? your thoughts of what had happened to 

you the night before; and I heard you make a ve- 

ry gay declamation to ſome of your free compani- 


ons, on the power of fancy, and the ſtrength." of 


your own imagination. But really, my. Lord, 
| are not ſo viſionary and extravagant as you 
repreſented yourſelf. There is nothing more cer- 
tain than what. you ſaw. and heard; and you 
miglit have credited your ſenſes without ſo much 
diffidence and yy which you turn into a 
Vice. 

You. ime but a few weeks, my. dear brochen a0) 
live: your ſands are numbered, and your laſt — 
is determined. I obtained a permiſſion, ſeldom al- 
| lowed; to give you ſome warning of your approach-⸗ 
ing fate. E choſe the opportunity, when I found 
you, in a clear moon - light night, farting in _ : 
five poſture, by the ſide of a fountain in you 
den. To gain credit to my meſſage, I Rood b 
you, in the ſplendour of a heavenly form, and the 


| | bloom of immortal beauty; but ſo reſembling: my 


former ſelf, that, in your ſurprize, you called me 

fiſter, - and ſtepped forward to embrace me. I'durſt 
not profane myſelf by a mortal touch; but; elud- 
ing your arms, placed myſelf before you on the op- 
poſite fide of the Canal. I ſtood ſilent ſome time 
that you might be recolle&ed ; and then ſetting a 
golden lute, which I had in my hand, to one of 
the melodious ſtrains which angels ſing to expiring 
ſaints, when they would ſoften-the agonies of death 
and make its terrours {mile ; in thoſe — 
g | | _—_ 


# 
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and meltin notes I gave you an invitation to the . 
ſtarry Sano, believing this would have a much 
better effect than any thing terrible, to one of your 
undaunted temper. I delivered my meſſage, and in 
an inſtant diſappeared. 
I have repeated theſe circumſtances to you, as a 
proof that all was real, and neither a dream, nor 
a waking reverie, as you. have perſuaded yourſelf. 
But fince no mortal knows this but yourſelf, and 
you coneealed the greateſt part of this relation from 
your. gay friends, when you was ſo eloquent on the 
wonders of imagination; I hope this will find its 
wiſhed ſucceſs, and put you on the moſt exact pre- 
paration to meet with a Chriſtian fortitude the 
Toeugt terrour that mortal man can encounter. 
h your life has been unſtained with any baſe 
or . af action, there are ſome levities in your 
converſation that require your ſpeedy penitence and 
re formation; or ſeeming trifles will ee thera- 
ſelves into the greateſt ferrours. 
It is a, ſerious thing, my Lord, to die. Tun | 
thou ht ſo, when with the moſt tender: concern 
ſaw mefhivering and pale, anxious and fearful, 
on the very borders of death, doubtful to enter, 
and terrified: at the darkneſs that hung on the 
gloomy valley; when even the follies of my child» 
hood, which was hardly paſt, and the digte er · 
rours of my youth, ſat heavy on my ſoul. And, 
oh! how unwilling did my ſoul quit its agreeable. 
manfion ! how many ſoft engagements made me 
fond of life! the charming youth to whom I was 
contracted by my parents, detained me with his 
tears. Had angels beckoned me to the ſkies, 
that melting loguage would have Oo me 
back. F 
You little think, my dear brother, whar regu- 
larity of the paffions, what ſanctity of manners, 
are net © to take 5 _ horrours of death, 


IJ - 


\ 
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and make chat gloomy monarch wear 2 faniting af- 


3 N 


Take this friendly Aan and de for . 


| happy Then will that relation which is now be- 


tween us, ſtill ſubſiſt; and I ſhall be, in * ine x- 
preflidle, your fiſter to an e | 


To Pnirockks, from BRAHIM, a | Turkiſh, 


17 was you, my dear Philacles, that Heaven — 
the inſtrument of my converſion to Chriſtianity. 


But while I was in a tate af mortality, it. was im- 


poffible for me to know the greatneſs of my obliga- 


tions to von, and to what height of felicity:your 


friendly inſtructions directed me. How tee 
diſproportioned were my expectations, to the gran 
deur of my preſent happmeſs! How ſuperiour is: it 
even to thoſe noble {AM your defcription gave me 
of celeſtial Joys! as you converted me ts let me & 
ſtabliſn you in, the only true religion. 
What reaſon have I to bleſs the eee be- 
gan our acquaintance, and the event that placed 
your character to my view in ſuch: an agreeable 
night! There was indeed ſomething in your whole 
conduct ſo artleſs, ſo ſincere, ſo conformable to 
the ſtricteſt rules of truth and juſtice, that Eat once 
quitted my prejudices to the faith you avowed. The 


Chriſtian (which is not ne the. "pa recom- 5 


mended Chriſtianity. . Wo ne 
The negotiations I had with: you Wes you v were 


conſul for the ſtates of Halland at Smyrna, gave me 
numerous inſtances of your honeſt and generous 


diſpoſition. But nothing ſurpriſed me more, than 


feeing you venture your life in a dreadful ſtorm, 
to fave a Portugueſe, your mortal enemy, whoſe 


veſſel was juſt overſet, and himſelf ready to fink a- 
- midſt the Weng: N which he, till then, 
| . imagined 


9 


* 


2 / 
HOST 


4 4 


— 


5 tmapined leſs his foe than yourſelf. -T' was witneſs “ 
to the godlike action; and immediately concluded 


that there muſt be ſomething divine in a religion, - 
that could raiſe human nature to ſich an height of _. 
beneficence. It was all reſiſtleſs con viction; my 
ſoul confeſſed its force, white I confidered with cf 
what a becoming modeſty you received the acknow-- | 
ledgements of your adverſary, as calmly as for fome-  * 
trifling favour you would have accepted the thanks 
of your ſincereſt friend. You ſeemed conſcious of 
having done nothing extraordinary; nothing but: 
what was ſuitable to the conſtant diſpoſition of 4 
your mind, if Heaven had favoured you with more = 
frequent occaſions of performing ſuch heroic ac- 
tions. Lou have a ſenſe to make what is heroic. 


commons © Hh 2 
It was a charity truly divine, that made ydu has 
_ rard your life, and expoſe it to the worſt of tor - 
ments, to reſcue: me from errour. I was more in- 
quiſitive than the laws of the Alcoran allowed; 
which induced mei to ſeek: ſo many opportunities of 
converſing with yon: Witheut the leaſt caution, 
or regard to your own ſafety, you left yourſelf to 
the mercy of an infidel, ſatisfied my ſcruples, and 
importuned me to quit the Mahometan faith» Your” 
conduct was all demonſtration; and convinced me; 
that nothing but heavenly truth could inſpire you 
with ſach fortitnds and kindle in your ſoul a cha- 
rity ſo perfectly difintereſted. I was ſoon vanquiſh-- 
ed, and became a joyful proſelyte to the Chriſtian: 
principles; nor: found the leaſt: regret*in leaving 
my native ſoil; to follow you to the Hague, where 
I might openly profeſs: the faith q had embraced, 
and be ina the right with impunitys- 2 
It was not long before a fever ſeized me: When 
T found the ſymptoms mortal, I: ſent for you to 
eaſe my burthened ſoul of the only care that oppreſ- 
ſed it; but before you came, my ſpeech was loſt. 
However; the diſcovery was of fuch importance, 


--. 


— 


vinced of the truth of Chriſtianity. 
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that it ſtill engages my concern; nor is there any 


perſoh whoſe fidelity I can depend on like yours. 
I purchaſed a beautiful Grecian ſlave, the firſt 
and only object of my love. Though ſhe was in 


my power, 1 only attempted, by gentle methods, 
to gain her affections; but in vain, Her Chriſti- 
an belief till ſer the view of future rewards and pu- 


niſhments before her, and checked her ſofteſt incli- 
nations. To conquer her virtue, I was * to 
pervert her to the doctrines of the Alcoran. 


5 abſurdly as I reaſoned, ſhe. was ſoon ea : 
that her ſoul was as periſhing as her body; and:that 
there was no profpect of immortality for any of her 


ſex ; that preſent joys were all ſhe could expect; 
and; in loſing youth, and love, ſhe loſt the hi hel 


end of her creation, Too ſoon the fair 8 


belleved my deteſted doctrines, and took the poiſon 
from my tongue; renounced the great Meſſiah, 


and embraced the idle dreams of an impoſtor; 


e up her claim to immortality, and yielded her- 
2 to my licentious wiſhes. Thus free from the 

reſtraints of religion, the fair libertine grew difſo- 
lute and profane beyond the limits of her ſex. Her 


Fportive wit and boundleſs vanity now ridiculed all 
that ſhe once thought ſacred. There was ſome- 
thing ſo wild, ſo unnatural in her impiety, that 1 
half repented my ſucceſs ; but never was truly ſen- 


fible of the injury I had done her, till I was con- 
It is this un- 
ſpeakable damage that I hope you will find ſome 
method to repair. It will not be impoſſible, by 
ſome of your friends, to find acceſs'to her. She 


is now at my brother's diſpoſal. Her ranſom: will 


be eaſy. anda charity worthy your character. Your - 
charity will redeem her perſon, your example her 
* from a. more OY Lavery. 5 | 
COME 


-'T6 a = 3 his ee father... TT Ee 
JF chers is the leaſt ſpark of filial gratitude in your | 
breaſt; if there is any deference due to the me · 
mory of a once indulgent father, I charge you t 
recall the ehallenge you have ſe ut What ſhall I 
ſay? not to your adverfary, but to your genie» - 
rous, your well meaning friend. His admonitions 
were juſt; and the relation he gave you undoubted 
fact. You know in your conſcience, the woman 
you vindicate has neither virtue nor reputation to 
defend; while you are daring death, and all the 
horrours chat enſue, to Juſtify, a known fallchood, - 
and purchaſe ſhame with heaven. 
If you are killed in this mad duel, the moment 
| you breathe your laſt, you will mingle with a ſo- 
cicty that make very different judgements of things, 
from what paſs for mazims of honour, among mor- 
tals. You will appear with a yery ill grace, and 
on a moſt impertinent occaſion, among the ſpirits 
of darkneſs, to whom you will be an eternal ob- 
ject of deriſion. The doaſted' beauty and charms 
of your miſtreſs, will be but a poor excuſe for your 
gallantry, though you ſhould tell them in heroics 
how the world has been lofi for a uomm. 
Theſe extravagancies will vaniſh with mortality: 
Death will draw the veil, and place more ſerious 
ſcenes in view. Yau will find how cheaply you 
have ſold immortal glory; and curſe the fond in- 
chantment that led you on to deſtruction; deteſt- 
20s thas works the Tore * ann * now e * | 


penſperd to her ert wer This n „ 
divine creature, does: but deceive, does but expoſe. . 

to infamy, the beft of huſbands ; ſhe does but re- 
turn his unequal tenderneſs and conſtant affection 
;to her; with artful' fondneſs, and diſſembled com. 


man whois his country's ornament and pride; a 
perſon of the moſt graceful appearance, by naturt 
formed to pleaſe the niceſt of the fair ſex; liberal 
and magnificent; obliging and fincere above all clifſi 
aiſe; and who, from his own conſcious honour, . 


4 entirely confides in this artful woman, whom he 


raiſed from diftreſs and obſcurity. Charmed with: 

_ Her beauty and diſſembled affection for him, he has. 
indulged all her wild ambition, gratified her bound 
leſs vanity, and ſet no more limits to ber expenceꝶ. | 
than you now to your folly... 

This is the unhappy man yon would! expoſe to 
the jeſt of every ſenſeleſs rake, by a public quarrel: . 
for the reputation of Ris- vie. What "enmity could | 
be ſo cruel as this defence? 

And this is* the dear Kinocent chiviper? whoſs 
virtue you would juſtify, even by damning your 
ſelf, and murdering the generous Eindamor, your 
beſt, your experienced friend, whoſe fincerity has 
been His only crime. Be not ſo ſhamefulty valiant. 
With what confuſion muſt you draw your ſword 
on a man, to whom you have ſuch a ſeries'of obli- 
gations'? How often has he ſupplied the neceſſities 

to which your extravagant gaming has reduced 
vou, and diſcharging your debts of Honour, as yon 
call them? And what was his offence now, but 
ſetting the character of an infamous woman in its 
true light, with a kind intention to reclaim you - 
from your dotage? 

What a fatal influence hd this diffolute palfioh 
Had on your mind ! How profligate your manners! 
How unlike to the firſt part of your life, when a 
ole 754 aan RE your * and _ 1 

4 


Plaiſance. She is but inſenfible to- the merit of a 


5 cha v alk your joy „ch 1 any her y buch- 
ful charms recover yo, and animate our Roy 45 
lorious actions! Your' king, -your country, the 
Froteltane cauſe; the rights and liberties of Kol 
nature, now require four eoutage, and find better 


emp 2 for your ſword than to affaſſinate your 
ten are truly brave, Rave the erage 
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7 my 10 0 n from Bi⸗ deceaſed wife.” | 
your, prefent ' confinement by a ' flow recov ry 
from a dangerous ſickneſs, mialkes me hope this 
ara roy raided ak revail with you to pity the in 
Sylviana, and be juſt to y your” obligations to ber. 
Tou once loved me; my Lord; and, white 1 li- 


ved, the guiltleſs paſſion had an effect on your 


whole eonduct. But your grief for me gave à very 
e ant turn to your mind: and, inſtead of 
leading you to a ſuperiour, a reaſonable happinefs;. 
you have abandoned yourſelf to the height of ſen- 
fuality.' Von have purfucd pleaſure in every tempt- 
ing diſgniſe, refined on vice, and turned it into 4 

ſcience; and are too truly learned in it. Vour 
ſtately rooms have ſounded with nightly revels, 
and looſe inchanting ſongs; your greves and fra- 
grant gardens have been devoted co luxury, and 
mfamous delights ; the ſhades and fountains have 
been nam to ſcenes unbecoming their chaſte re- 
tyeats; you have found gut new ways to perdition 
and ſea: no limits to your diſſolute enam 
which: ſurvive fatiety itſelt. 

But, under this great difguiſe, e eriumph ef 
vanity and madneſs, you have not known an inter- 
val of happinefs that has been ſineere. Yow co, 
not conquer your own good ſenſe, nor wholly for- 

get the reſtraints of a noble ae 1 have been 
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what: to your 8 d FRED te! 
loquies: I have ſeen Jeu recollect yourſelf, aflume- 
your natiye greatneſs ;. heard you,. wich the e . 


moving eloquence, lament'y T Holly, and aſſent t 
all the rules of temperance and 'Tirwe3-afſent. we 
and-violate the ſame hohr. 24 


You have relapſed to- your. uſual extravagancey 
un this dangerous ſickneſs ſet the terrgurs of death 
in your view. It was N. p 8 1 your in- 
a juſtice to the charmin Slviang. It on aur 
foul, and appeared 1 a thouſand. — ied 25 
Nor will you ever know peace tifl you have con- 
firmed your vows, and che abſolute obligations you 
are under to marry her. Obligations to he happy, i 
* methinks ſhould b be cafily-complied wit. | 
How happy was the lovely maid In her An de 
ee how bleſſed in her ſpotleſs: inng+ 
eence:! till chance (in your: rural excurſions}; led 
you in a luckleſs hour to the verdant ſhade, Where 
you found her retired to ſereen herſelf from the 
mid-day ſun, unmoleſted with che cares of love or- 
tion, > - 
'Fhe natural elegance, : the. 3 * of 
of her behaviour, fired your thoughts ; and. _ 
by violence, and partly with the moſt ſolemn 
of marriage, you ruined her. © 8845 
But what unaffected ſorrow, what: . Deng 
fatal moment coſt her, you have often witneſſed. 
With what graceful pride has ſhe fince refuſed the 
leaſt favour, and been inflexible to-your ſofteſt per- 
ſuaſions, on any terms, but the-marriage you pro- 
miſed her? How moving have her tears heen! 
how juſt her complaints ! what a, pomp of virtue, 
what a conſcious greatneſs has appeared in her al- 
* peQ, when, by your artful addreſſes, you have. a- 
gain cudeavoured- te ſeduce her! Nor /prefents; . 
nor equipage, nor the moſt profuſe ſetilement you 
bave offered her, has tempted her to act in any 
Wen but what virtue might own, . 


* 


you ſhoald-bave the force of virtue in it. 
Vour quality, my Lord, does not abſolve you 
from the divine 4 nor give a ſanction to perju- 
- but rather -inforces the obligations of equity 


an truth. In real merit; the Fair Sylviana is not 
four; but, if ſhe were, Heaven does nat 


your infe 
E iſpenſe wich tie rules c on tlie account of 
airy” titles, and imaginary C birth 
The higheſt; ſutisfaction "that or can make, may 
perhaps never give her that tranquillity ſſie enjoyed 
in her firſt humble circumſtances. Could you re- 
ſtore her loſt innocence, ſhe-would be more bleſſed 
in chat, than in alf the grundeur tot w ieh you can 
raiſe her. Tou may AWlevitte Ber r ISf0N Rune; you 
cannot make full amends * 

Nor can the loſs of a Tender parent: be repalved; 
With a modeſt ingenuity the injured nymph con- 


feſſed her crime to her pious mother; who was ſo 


oppreſſed with the thought of ſuch an infamy, that 


in à few weeks We ehfiret, and left her beauteous 


daughter to weep out her ſolitary hours. Her die 
ſtrefs demands y your compaſſion; ; and, by an ack of 
Juftice to her, you will ſecure your future Pence 
and s and new Four OE wy 


—— | 
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"LETTER * 
7 Vunlos. * * 


Ten. have foon forgot- my r- — 


ſe you made me, to quit the 
guilty Shi you are fiſt purſuing. Can you, with 
deliberation, with reflection, proceed in a 


which muſt; if you facceed, plunge the beautiful 


Cleoru in guilt and infititiy, whom e Err What 
could hatred do more? 


But with what Porrbur ought you-to reflect on 5 
e are W Alphonſus, | 


— 


| s icke world. ier very crime with 
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nothi .cngaging in tha 

Tides? oak gn:+- are X not worde of the moſt 

 Jagred importance? Make it not, kn Fatureigmarelt 
. to be your foes... 

A man of your — 8 could not bean 
che reproach of a lie; and yet you are acting a lie 
Practihng the vileſt treachery, and ex a per- 
ſon of merit to ri e. This, however unjuſt; 

muſt be Ihe conſequence of: your ſucceſs; ; while he, 


ſecure in his own worth and integrity, continues to 


careſs, the wretch hat. injures him. How W can . 
ſupport the ſtings of his kindneſs to you? - 4 
10 this injured. this generous man, von owe 
the height. gf your fortune. It was: his intereſt a- 
lone-that ſought, you inte public truſt and. reputa- 
tion. To requite him, you are violating all the 
laws of humanity, bringing infamy on his — 
and ſecretly endeavouring to rival him in the affec- 
tions of his e wife, the object of all his 
virtuaus Joys; of s „ from. idea von. he 
more re Fo i E 


N 1 
| Can you aca ep; 3 6s diſtreſs i no TP 


a crime PoE this nature plunged my heedleſs youth? 
What remorſe,. what confufion, a moment's mad- 
neſs coſt me? You was the only confident to whom 
| ee the ſacred wound | it gave Dy, bleeding | 
ou 
But how fatal was that one e ſally of an extrava- 
| gant paſſion to all my future repoſe ! deſpair and 
horrour filled my rial when I conſidered the in- 
jury I had done was beyond reparation. Retire- 
ment was no more than my ſanctuary from the noi- 
ſy croud; the image of my crime purſued „ 
inexpr eſſible terrours; the innocent diverſi 
life were taſteleſs; muſic and wit had loſt their 
charms; the propoſals of pleaſure: wert like jeſts ta 
dying men, like recreations to the damned. What - 


c * appeared in my public Neudau, were 


{\ 


were witneſs to the private intervals | of my grief, 
and gave ſome relief to my anguiſh, by hearing my 


complaints with an obliging attention. But nature, 


after all its efforts, ſunk; the pride of my youth 


yielded to the gloomy diſtemper. Vet the ſinceri- 


ty of my repentance found acceptance: and, as my 
laſt hour approached, ſome propitious ſpirit breath - 
ed peace and divine conſolation to my foul, and in 
theſe gentle whiſpers reproved my infidelity. 
Thy ſhould preſumptuous man, with feeble doubt, 
And impotence of thought, mark wut the bounds 
Of clemency divine *—IWhat tongue ſball dare 
' = Pronounce with impious vanity theſe wordt? 
 « Thus far, nor farther, thy exulling waves, 
O thou abyſs of ſacred love ! ſball roll: + 
Here thy triumphant billows ſhall retire, 
Nor paſs the bounds of human diffidence.” 


But however ſerene the laſt ſcene of my life was. 
I would not, for all the joys the lower creation 


could give, endure the diſtraction and remorſe that 
one errour coſt me. Are you ſoftened at the com- 
plaints of my miſery? be 
proaches of your own. - 


— I 


of reaſon, ſome effort of virtue, may at laſt reco- 
ver you from the paths of ruin, Comply with 


reaſon and virtue, with honour and friendſhip, 


with your on happineſs and that of others, with 
bra ren of the living and the deſires of the 
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errified at the ap- JED 

r retire, A thous 
and accidents have hitherto prevented your guilt, 

and croſſed the madneſs of your love. Some pauſe 
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Tranſlated Fam the Mos A L. Es SAYS of 


Mell. DE PoRT-ROYALE.) 


J —_pEYOND the addreſs. which me 1 never 
> to think of death but as at a very great di+ 
ſtance, nor to view it but in ſome other per- 


ſon, without putting themſelves one moinent in the 


lace of the dying; they have yet a farther. art to 
delude themſelves, by forming ſuch a general and 


confuſed idea, as conceals from them all that is 


moſt terrible in death. They conceive little elſe of 
this ſtate, but as a privation of ſenſe, and a ſepa- 


ration from the commerce of life;, ſo that when 


they ſay a man is dead, they only mean that they 
ee him no more, and that he ſhares no longer in 
the affairs of the world. In a word Ne idea of 
death is only formed on what men ceaſe to do in 


dying, and not on awhat they begin to do and feel, 


3 it be that which . its moſt dread- 


ful circumſtance. | 
Death is indeed a privation of life and human 


action; but it is a privation which is felt, and pro- 


duces ſurpriſing effects in the ſoul, In order to 
_—_—_—_— theſe effects, it is neceſſary to conſi - 


der, 


# 


* 
1 
1 
13 


der, that while the ſoul is united to the body, its 
attention is divided by divers kinds of ſenſations, 
imaginations, and paſſions. It feels the objects 
which act on the body, according to their different 
manner of influence; and theſe different ways of 
perceiving are called ſen/ations, On theſe the foul. 
forms its ideas of all things to which it is united by + 
its paſſions, and is always employed about theſe ob- 
jects; and not only employed, but leans and repo- 
ſes on them, when it is not entirely united to God. 
For, not being made with a capacity to ſuſtain it- 
felf, the ſoul neceflarily ſeeks ſome foreign ſupport. 
It was formed to know and love ; but, finding no- 
thing within ſufficient to ſatisfy theſe inclinations, 
it is Forced with ſome other objects. to fill the void 
| it finds in itſelf, Some of theſe objects make agree - 
able impreſſions on the ſenſe; others content our 
curioſity and vanity; others relieve the mind, by 
turning it from things which appear diſguſting; 
fome nouriſh its hopes, while others fortify it a- 
gainſt its fears. The ſoul inclines to all the objects 
of ſenſe, and is engaged and ſupported by-them, in 
fuch a manner, 'that it cannot prove a ſeparation 
without pam and emotion. 
We are not always ſenſible of theſe ties; but the * 
ſoul begins to feel them, when it comes to be ſe- 
parated from what it loves. It has then a ſenſe of 
the privation, proportionable to its union with 
them. So true is that maxim of St, Auguſtine, 
« It is impoſſible to loſe any thing without ſorrow, 
but what we poſſeſs without paſſion. “ 
There are few perſons free from an infinite num- 
ber of theſe engagements; and though we are ig- 
norant of them, till an actual ſeparation diſcovers” 
what they are, we may nevertheleſs conceive ſome- 
thing, by ſeparating ourſelves from them ta our 
thoughts, and imagining we are deprived. of them 
by ſome accident. : „„ 8 
For inſtance, take a ag who does not ſcem 
. a L 2 to 


e 


of their defires, employ and divert the mind. 
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52 THOUGHTS ON DEATH. TO 
to place his happineſs in the objects of fight, and 

Fancies they contribute nothing to the tranquillity 
of his mind; and ſuppoſe him ſuddenly deprived 
of his ſight ; though in all other circumſtances hap- 
Py, we ſhould find him affected with the loſs, as the 
greateſt misfortune.  'The ſight of mankind gives 
us ſome conſolation, becauſe we always diſcover in 
them a certain appearance of compaſſion, capable 
to give us ſuccour in our neceſſities; which at leaſt 
indulges our hopes, and thoſe hopes excite a kind 
r EEE hai an 
The objects which in ſame reſpects are diſguſting 


to the ſoul, and raiſe its fears and averſion, yet ian 


ether views fail not to ſuſtain it. For though theſe 
uneaſy paſſions cannot be altogether appeaſed, yet 
the imagination always furniſhes them with means 
or hopes that quiet them; while the purſuit of 
thoſe means, or the hopes of arriving at the end 
All the objects to which the ſoul is joined, by 
the ſenſes, imagination, reaſon, or paſſions, are 
its goods and riches; and even thoſe we call poor, 
abound in theſe ſort of goods. If they want pala- 
ces, OF EVEN a cottage, they have the ſky, the ſun, 
and the ſtars ; of which the proſpect is ſo magnifi- 
cent, that St. fuguſtine ſays, ** It is a greater blefling - 

for the poor to behold the heavenly luminaries, 
<« than for the rich to view their golden roofs.” T 
Thus in the privation of ſome advantages, we 
comfort ourſelves with others, true or falſe, that 
we either poſſeſs or hope for. As the body al- 
ways finds ſomething to bear it, fince even when 
through wearinefs it falls ro the ground, it there 
finds a ſupport ; ſo the ſoul, ſick and feeble, ne- 
ver fails of ſomething to ſuſtain it; and when there 
is nothing real, forms imaginary ſupports, on 

which (vain as they are) it leans. = 

— This neceſſity of human confolations is not pe- 
culiar to vicious men. In ſome degree, the virtu- 
| bs 3 


— 
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our want their relief. There are few perſons ſo 
perfect, but they have ſtill ſome remaining tie to 
the world. Fatigued by a long attention to ſpiri- 


tual objects, they are forced, in divers inſtances, 


to Wa wag eo themſelves, and fly for ſatisfaction to 
their friends, their children, their eſtates; to a 
field of cheir en 4 or an edifice of their | 


| own raiſing 


This is 15 condition: of man in 55 life:; which: 
may help us to comprehend what death is, with the 
effects it produces. We ought to look on it as the 


rupture of all: that unites us to the creatures; 3 


general ſeparation from the objects of ſenſe; che 


cancelling; all human ties, and every pleaſure the 
foul found in them; with a total privation of what 
it loved and enjoyed on earth; - When a man dies, 
he loſes not only what he called his wealth, but the 
firmament, the ſun, the ſtars; the air, the earth, 


and all:the reſt of nature: He loſes his body; and | 
all thoſe ſenſations that gave him pleaſure ; he lo- 


ſes his relations; his friends, and all mattkine ; e 
loſes all relief, all ſupport, and, in ſhort; all the 
objects of his ſenſes and paſſions, 5 
| Indeed, if the ſoul in ſome degree united to 
theſe, finds idelf alſo united to God by a holy love, 
though the privation of. he creatures cauſes ſome 
emotion, yet it ſinks not into deſpair. For this di - 
vine principle ſuſtains it: and growing more active, 
confirms its hopes of being ſhortly united to, and 


overwhelmed in that abyſs of pleaſure, which alone 


can ſatisfy all its capacity of loving. 
But who is able to conceive the ſtate of the mi- 


ſerable ſoul, when it comes, by death, to be rent 


from all the objects of its inclinations: from all 


that ſuſtained it during life, and finds nothing in 


itſelf on Which to lean? Its propenſities to love, 


and enjoy what it loved, become beyond compari- 


ſon more lively and ardent, while all the ſoul was 


won of, eſcapes, and flies before her with an ever - 
1 laſting 
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$4 THOUGHTS ON DEATH. 
laſting flight, without leaving the leaſt hope of 
. he loſes all, finds NP 3 all ſinks 
under her, all vaniſhes, and diſa for — 5 
It is not poſſible, in this worl 
a a ſtate ſo perfectly miſerable. All one can 93 
give ſome idea of it, is this. It is a terrible of 
the ſoul, by a ſudden removal of all its ſupports; 
ij is an horrible famine, by a privation of its nou- 
Tiſhment ; it is an infinite void, by the annihilation 
of all that filled it; it is an extreme poverty, by 
the entire loſs of that which was its wealth; it is a 
haſtly ſolitude, by the ſeparation it finds irſelf in 
m all union and ſociety ; it is a dreadful deſo+ 
lation, by the want of all conſolation ; 'it is a cruel 
rupture, which violently rends the ſoul from every 
object of its love, | 
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— Pa 11410, to his n e bis unhap- 
ꝓ amour wird Auer. 8 


; vs. ; 
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My has CHANONT, 
Hatever re roaches my paſt follies have. 
deſerved, I know my preſent misfortunes | 
vill raiſe your compaſſion. The gen- 
tle Amaſia is no more; ſhe expired in my arms, 
and I have Ne pi the laſt rites to her memory. 

Your ſuſpicions were juſt, that I bad perverted 
and ſecretly Link her, contrary to all the friendly 
admonitons. you gave me. The ſpring of my mi- 
ſery was, my father's marrying me, at twelve years 
old, (O curſed avarice!), to a girl of ten, 'oply to 
ſecure her vaſt fortune to bis family. As I grew 
old, inſtead of liking, I conceived an. unconquera- 
ble ayerſion to the innocent creature: Put no ar- 


: X 
43 


marria Frag intan ed, F rew. uneal 
or my Sh 5 .8r 


in any public . 1 was ing wore at the 855 
ſuch an accompliſhed — 2 her fine - 
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„ LETTERS. Pint . 
nius, and'a thouſand: elegancies i in her cbnverſatibm 


ſtill heightened. Here the guilty inclination began; 
which, never preſaging its fatal event, I cheriſhed; 


and reſolved 'to be. hap Fo io ſpite pf the incum-- 
brance of my ' young wife; who, without any matri- 
monial cares at heart, diverted heeſelf with her ba- 


dies and play-things; while , privileged hy my liſter 


diſcretion and intimacy, continued my viſits to 4. 
maſia; whom we always found with her mother, 
the pious and diſcreet Sophronia ; whoſe only fault 
was, being a little too reſerved: and ſevere in her 
temper. But Amaſia had à natural diſpoſition to 
books and ſolitude, wih a temper rather ſerious 
and penſive, than gay; which made the ſtrictneſs 
of her mother's conduct, and her own confinement}. 
eaſy. The little ſociety, ſhe had, was with ſome 


grave and good women of Sephronia $ acquaintance, 


who took care to inform her, that all the men of 
the preſtur age were rakes and Atheiſts; and the 

young women no better, nor hardly ſo good as they: 
mould be; and that converſing Lich ſuch-ſage per- 


ſons as themſelves, was the moſt reputable thing: 
ſhe could do: Amaſia aſſented to their wiſe max⸗ 


ims; my ſiſter and beidg the only acquaintance: 
of a modern cHaracter that were admitted to the 
houſe. I made myſelf ſo agreeable to Sophronia,- 
that I got tlie office of reader to the Family, 2 9 
to my ſecret mortifieation, inſtead of 

ronfined me to hiſtory or ſermons, tbou 1 5 my on. 
rent was better ſuited to the ſtage than the pulpit, 
However, my fair audience were pleaſed and atten> 


ue; and 1 would rather have taken orders” than 


Have loſt my employment. But it was not lon ber 
fore the cautious > Sophroni ſaw. through the ag 
of my zeal; and; obſerving*: 2 greater gajety 55 
was uſual to Amaſia s tempet, in "converſing. wit 
me, ſhe told my fiſter freely of her ſuſpicions ; 3 
Intreating her, as ſhe valued her daughter's. reputa - 
Wach to bring me 0 more 20 her. My. fiſters 
3 #13% <4. 8 7 10 
12 | | a 


— let i. Monat anD ENTER TMINING, _ | 
BY who was perfectly virtuous, was alarmed at the diſ- 
covery; and would never from that time ſuffer me 


to accompany her. 5 75 AE te en bY ol Te 
I had now no way to let Amaſia know the vio- 
on lence of my paſſion, but by a letter; which unluck- 
4 ily fell into her mother's hands. By this confirm - 
| c ed in her fears, ſhe charged Amaſia, as ſhe expett- 
ed her bleſfing, to ſend back any future billet from 
me unopened, This ſevere injunction ſhe punctu- 
ally obeyed till her mother's death, which bappen- 
ed in the midſt of this adventure. She was ſudden- 
ly ſeized; and finding her fickneſs mortal, ſhe 
took the weeping fair by the hand, demanding, as 
the laſt an her duty, that ſhe would, in be 
preſence of the all · ſeeing Deity, promiſe never to 
converſe with me, or receive my addreſſes. 
This Amaſia could not deny a dying tender pa- 
rent. But, oh ! how fatal to herſelf. and me was 
this engagement! how wild was my grief when my 
fiſter informed me of the cruel obligation ! Howe- 
ver, I waited till the formalities of ſorrow due 
to her mother's memory were paſt ; when, with 
the impatience of love, I haſted to her houſe, and, 
bribing her ſervant, got admittance, without Ama- 
pa's knowledge, to her chamber. 
Never did her charms appear to ſuch advantage. 
The ſoft ſurpriſe, the modeſt confuſion, the ftrug- 
gle between a tender inclination, and the reſtraint 
of conſcious honour, gave her a thouſand nameleſs 
1 Wbether the yielding beauty, with a gen- 
tle languiſhment, betrayed the paſſion ſhe had long 
_ diſguiſed ; or whether, recovering herſelf with all 
the pomp of virtue, ſhe reproached my attempt, 
ſtill ſhe put on reſiſtleſs charms : but, in every 
tranſporting variety of her temper, I ſaw my own. 
advantage; nor left the conqueſt unfiniſhed, With 
deep repentance I now confeſs, it gave ine an impi- 
dus pleaſure, to find love triumphant over. all the 
the pride of virtue. But Heaven ſoon. avenged. its; 
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cauſe, and humbled me in the height of my ſueceſs- 


ful infolence, EE ome ot. 
I had not long continued my viſits to Amaſia, 


dut an affair of conſequence required my abſence 


for ſome weeks. In the mean time, ſhe was ſeized 


with a fever. As the found the fymptoms mortal, 


the wrote, and immediately ſent me this letter. 
« My dear PRILAR IO, 3 Or. 
Here are thoſe ages of love, that heaven 
and eternal feries of tranquillity and joy, 
« with which you profanely flattered me? The 
bright delufion, the viſionary paradiſe, is alrea- 
& dy loft ; my fun is ſetting at noon ; an untimely 


evening draws its ſhadows. over all my promiſed 


Cc | | 
JOY'S- . e e 

© 'That immortal bloom, thoſe heavenly charms, 
that you told me might bid defiance to fickneſs 


and age, are already blaſted by a cruel diſcaſe, 


* 2 ſudden autunin has withered my prime; the: 
* lilies droop, the roſes die, chilling winter has 
« faded my youthful ſpring. — But a few days. 
more, and Fam daſt, ogg 
This truth fits heavy on my ſoul, and brings: 
in view. My 
mother's dying admonitions, my Broken vows, 
terrify me to diſtraction. My erime was not the 
effect of ignorance or inadvertency. Pitying. 
angels ſet the penaliics of eternal damnation, 
and the recompenfe of an immortal crown, in- 
proſpect before me; the caverns of death diſ- 
cloſed their terrours, and the realms of celeſtial. 
light opened their glories. to my active imagina- 
tion. E was forewarned, by the advice of a dy- 
« ing parent, of the infamy and ruin to which this 
« foft temptation has betrayed me. had experi- 
& enced the ſatisfactions of reaſon. and virtue, But 
for you I ventured on preſent and future perditi- 


en, and gave up my title to all the joys of im- 


„ mortality. 
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«« mortality, And now, ye regions of divine light, 
«© you have no attractions for a mind ſo impure ; 
« I would only fy to you as a retreat from Infernal 
„ miſery. | 

_ ., *. Ad yet, too charming youth. you engage 
% my affections. I would live; but (O fatal mad» 
ts _ 1) I would live for you. By you I was ſe- 
% duced ; but, oh!] may your ſoul. ſtand clear of 
% my rain! It is myſelf, not you, I. n ac; 
e gun. 

« Laſt night, (if waking or in a dream 1 am un- 
< certain), my mother's venerable ſhade, majeſtie 
<<, in: heavenly ſplendour, appeared to- me, and bid 
% me prepare for the filenti tomb What prepa · 
* ration can I make ?. What penitence. can atone 
for repeated perjury ? for crimes: againſt. the 


<« cleareſt convictions of heavenly light, and the | 


1 ſanction of voluntary vows? 

What figures of ſpeach could you make uh os 
4 to take off from vices like theſe their deformity? 
what eloquence did you. employ, thus to pervert 
„ my judgement? By what infernal; inchantment 
* was I led on to mine-own. deſtruction ?——Y ou 
„have undone me ;. but. I am hopeleſs ! Can you 
„ make no reparation?. Cannot you reverſe the 
“ injury, and talk as well in the cauſe of Nun 
as you did in the intereſt of hell ?——Oh make 
<< the compaſſionate trial! Can you pray ? 
an you implore mercy for me? Perſua - 
te fion dwells upon your tongue! Could you be 
©. facere, Heaven perhaps may: hear. My 
«« ſtrepgth is ſpent !———TI faint !: Fly to 
« wy CO that at leaſt I may take a laſt 


 AMASIA,” 


This letter fargrifed and diltracted me. I knew 


not what I did or ſaid; but I ordered my horſes, 
aud returned with all the ſpeed that love could 
give. 
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give me, to the idol of my ſoul; whom'I found 
by intervals in her perfect ſenſes, but i in the \agonics 
of death. | 
The melancholy ſcene all never quit my memo- 
ry. Death came, attended by his real and fantaſtic 
horrours; he made his approach with every circum- 
ſtance terrible to nature or reaſon. Never was the 
ge to his waſte dominions more gloomy; never 
did a departing ſpirit quit the light of heaven with 


more reluctance ! 


« Oh! [the cried, graſping my hand], whither 
« am I going? to what unknown regions? On 
c what deſolate coaſts am I doomed eternally to 
% wander? How dark the entrance; how long the 


« paſſage that opens before me !-———See yonder 


4 ſullen ghoſt beckons me away !——another pale 
* ſpectre ſummons me to the grave, and bids me 
og: mingle with the dead. ——How my ſenſes wan⸗ 

< der !——O for a month's, a week's, an hour's 


«© reprieve?” Then, fixing her eager eyes on mine, 


me aſked, Cannot you procure this for me, af- 
< ter all your boaſted love? I am cited to the 
« ſupreme tribunal—— have you the hardineſs 
„ to appear for -me ?———The whole creation 
1 cannot aid me in this extremity!” After which 
_ ſhe lay long ſpeechleſs and convulſed; and, caſt» 
ing a diſmal glance at me, with a heavy groan, ex- 
.. | 
; TI could not refuſe this ſad rect to your requeſt 
and my avowed confidence in you. It is ſome kind 
of relief to pour my grief into your boſom, and to 
excite in yours, a * compatiion whichT know . 


16465 wag 2 5 
| 7, he wretched bunu. 8 


- 


tremble, — 
terrible diſtinction : for mine was a ſin of a ape 


— 
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From IN oo fo 4 noone of Venice, rehat- ; 


1 2 Ls the "I oh his Tr: 


7 WII hy do. p mike that "REN title! 1. you 
knew me, you, would ſtart, as if the ſiends · be · 
low had given you that appellation, — ——But I muſt 
unmaſk _mpfelf, . whatever horrour the. monſtrous 


appearance gives you, Perhaps ſome. ſparks of 
pity, may mingle with your averſion,” when you , 
00: ML mfr!) bears ſome werde to my 


OR 1 inn What it is = Jo ine the dental + 
ſcene I would unveil Recall In moſt tragical 
action that was ever repreſented on the ftage ; or 


the. moſt bloody effect, A fury that has been OT" | 


perpetrated in human life. 


Why do not the tears that fall from my eyes, - 
ſtain the paper with a ſangnine hue ? Why does, - 
not blood, inſtead of ink, ow. from my pen in diſ- 
mal characters, to mark my crime? Why ſhould 1 
expreſs myſelf in che language of men, and not in- 
voke the infernal furies to teach me their diaject, 
that T may give my guilt its proper aggravation ? 


for mine is a deed of * darkneſs,*fit for the records of 


hell !——murder ! !—exccrable murder! — This 


curſed hand, that trembles every nerve to relate it, 
gave the deadly wound !- 


——Horrour | —— 
confuſion !|——Scarce can I refrain by the wildeſt 
imprecations to baſten that vengeance, at which 1 
It will fall too ſoon, and with ſome 


Tiour note, marked with uncommon malige 5 
In vain am I acquitted at a human tribunal, by the 
partiality of juſtice, and the ſolicitations of .power- 


ww fricnds, while by my own conſcience, and the 


divine 


; murdered : — 
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divine laws, I am . evidently. conan. 5H What 
plea ſhall J find againſt the reproaches of my own 
reaſon, that reſtleſs monitor within? To what ſhel- 


ter ſhall I fly from unerring juſtice : Hide me 
ye rocks | cover me, ye mountains, from mn . 
ſuit of eternal vengeance !' 

My fin was an outrage againſt nature, -GeGinipce 
of all the laws of friendſhip .and humanity.— 
You dare not believe me, when I tell you it was 
my friend — Oh diſtracting thought 5 
friend {——the young, the gentle Antonio, that I 
- ſee him fall! - T fee him 
bleed !- The Foul fits quivering .on his lips, 5 
his eye balls roll in death I behold the gap- 
ing wound, the laſt convulſive pangs, the pale and 


ſenſeleſs corpſe extended on the ground! The 


* 


dreadful ſcene is for ever new, and riſes before me 
with inſulting horrour. The viſionary terrours 

haunt my ſolitary retreats, and damp. the joy of ſo- 
6iety. My days are-unacquainted with peace, my 


nights wich reſt; the whole creation is an undiſtin - 


guiſhed chaos; the ſkies have loſt their light, the 
Felds their verdure; ; | ey charm is blotted from 
the face of nature; the ſweeteſt odours no more 
refreſh me; harmony, with its ſoothing tones, no 


more delights me; IJ ficken at the moſt luxurious 


banquets; the richeſt wines have loſt their flavour; 


beauty no more inviges, nor pleaſure. wich her ſoft- 
eſt cloquence allures me. 

Thoſe fair gardens, where art and nature cbm. 
bine to rival all · that has been fabled of the vale of 
Tempe, or the Cyprian groves, theſe- ſoft retreats, 

which were late my pride and delight,- now yield a 
gloomy proſpect, and look like the ſeats of deſoli- 
tion and deſpair :' for here the bloody fact was 

done; here I violated Nature's great original law, 
defied eternal juſtice, and fealed my own perdition. 

Tou know with what frenzy I doted on the art - 


ful Marcella. She WAS * . of my e with 
| Her 


f 


8 A * 22 
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. arbour, I ſaw her farting with Antonia; looſely re- > 


my ſword, and ſta bed him through the heart; " 


ſwoon, and reproached my raſhneſs; aſſuring me 


Let: 2. Monar es Ecrenr frame, 7 ;" 


22 2 


gromt cer be 1 of . till chat fatal 
night whon T-ſgepriſed-her with the unhappy An- 


1. returned” mort carly than uſual from an ap · 
pointed debauch; and not finding Marcella in her 
apartment, I ran immediately into a private gar- - 
den, where ſhe. ſometimes took. an evening-walk. 
The moon. ſhone clear; and dt the entrance of an 


elining his head in her lap. He roſe and came 
forwarchſmiling. 5 whether. with an air of inſult or 
raillery, I did not ſtay to conſider; but, fluſhed 
with wine; and enraged with jealouſy, I drew 


oon do cold. and ſeaſclefs at 


while Marcella i in- a 
AN 5 

My rage was ſpent ir in a moment, my amorous 1 
flame extinguiſhed, and friendſhip: with all its 
force, returned triumphant on my ſoul. I threw * 1 
myſelf onthe 2 by the dying youth, ſupport- 1 
ha and embraced him, melted into tears, and called | 
aloud on his pity to . — me. My ſervants were 
alarmed; and ruſhing into was garden, deke d.the 
bloody ſcene+ .. * 5 

By this time Maroells ' was a . her 


ſhe had employed all her art to perſuade him to 
comply with | that fatal aſfignation. She frankly - _. 
owned he had been long the, object of her fondeſt 
deſires, but that till then he had refuſed any ſecret 
appointment with her, from a ſenſe of friendſhip to 
me, and juſtice to his young. and beautiful wife, 
vrhom he ſincerely loved. 2 
This diſcovery diftrafted me. 1 curſed myſelf © 
F.2 ' and 2 


- 
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and her, and charged her to fly my coke for even, 

|  . left ſhould double my guilt, and inure myſelf to 
murder. I was ſo far from endeavouring to eſcape 
Fo - the rigour of the law, that L elrallenged it, called a- 
wou Dr the miniſters of juſtice, witneſſed againſt. 
VW my own life,-and avowed the barbarous fact. But 
however I was cleared by a human verdict, I ſtand 
49-295 aig by a higher and more b ce deri. 


* 


5 ee all ine, d 
5 7 be 4 has ng. my eee e . 
- Which all created power can ne'er A+ Ke 1. 0 
E: My aay's for ever gone, my un 14 fot _ LEE. 
I Tn final darkneſs, ne er to riſe. again; 2 th ID 
My fummer's ſpent, eternal dev s comes. Aer 
A . | 7" Tos ſeaſon Ky paſt. — "IF PS 11 To 1 y 
7 | On me no ray of mercy aha will. fine, | % 
- No fmiling beam of hope will ever riſ; 14 
b FJVuſtice divine, and felf-condemning gil, 
; Cy me over to. eternal W Po 299 . 


What repentance: is ally ſe a — who! can 
make no reſtitution? The injury I have done n 
never be cancelled. It was deſperate, it was it 
rable miſchief, that I brought on the Deen 
Antonio. J cut off his ſpace of trial, his proba- 
tion for immortal joys, and tore him 8 all 
his future hopes of ſalvation. I perhaps ſurpriſed 
> him-with all his fins and unrepented follies on his 
head; his guilt might that inſtant be in its ful - 
leſt magnitude, while I, with a more than in- 
fernal rage, ſeized the curſed moment, and ſent 
an immortal ſpirit: to hell, He may now be 
loading me with execrations; and ſounding. re- 
venge through the caverns of darkneſs, againſt a 
miſcreant that barred the gates of bliſs, and open- 
ed his paſſage to the I 77 of miſery. ind end- 
W e 1 1 7 AER ETUS 
Theſe 
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Theſe are the horrible images that haunt, and 
ſometimes drive me to the precipice of ruin. Laſt 
night, in a dead and ſilent Hour, I took my ſword; 
and went ſoftly into my garden, refolving to ſtab 
myſelf (ſo wild are the intervals of my grief) on 
the ſame place where I murdered my friend. When 
I came near, I ſaw, or my fancy only made it real, . 
a ghaſtly phantom reſembling the murdered Antas 


mo, ſtanding on the very ſpot where I gave the fa- 


tal thruſt ; his countenance wan and doleful, his 
motionleſs eyes fixed full on mine, while his hand 
ointed to the well imitated wound on his breaſt. 
The fight withered my ſtrengthz and the ſword 


dropped from my trembling hand; guilt made me 


a coward; and with a childiſh fear J haſtily retired 
to my chamber, calling one of- my ſervants to at- 


tend me. So unlike am F grown. to myſelf, 1 ſtart 


at a ſhadow, and ſhudder at the preſage of a 
dream; am ſurrounded with ill omens, and tor- 


1 mented with more: direful-forebodings within. 


We talk iof racks,' of hiffing ſnakes, and of 


Een worms; but all the emphaſis of human 
anguage cannot deſcribe the tortures of an accu- 


ſing conſcience. The united force of art and na- 
ture cannot yield the leaſt relief. The light of pa- 
radiſe could not cheer me; the ſongs of angels - 
would bur heighten my remorſe, and augment the 
exquiſite anguiſh :- The gloom of impenegrable 
night, and the ſound of eternal- tempeſts, would 
ſooner ſooth theſe unutterable agonies. 
What privilege is my being? Why am I curl i 
with immortality? Oh that my ſevere Judge, my 
omnipotent adverſary, wauld ſpeak me again into 
my primitive nothing, and with: one. 2 18 10 word L 
finiſh my exiſtence ! 


' The beaſts are happy; they come 3 and keep 


- Short . an earth, and 9525 lie down. to Aeg. 
3 Pain 


2 = 


To harmleſs plain work, at to croakmg rooks, \ 


Ju + as 8 8 dull e and bach, boo. 
* | Mr. Pope. 
| 8 | 10 
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Pain is for man; and, oh! how vaſt a pain P43 
For crimes that made the Goodhead Ines in vain! . 
Dr. 3 


But BY do I think 3 it in vain 1 me? Am I of 
all human race exempted-? Am I the only diſtin- 
guiſhed finner excluded from the benefit of that in- 


Anite atonement? Am I on earth, or ſhut up in 
the infernal priſon? Oh ſtay, thou glimmering.” 


beam of hope, with one heavenly viſit chear my 
benighted ſoul. An uncertain if; a flattering pol- 
ſibility, would be a momentary heaven to me; 1. . 


would be redemption from hell, Pardon to a reꝑro- 


bate ſpirit. And yet, 


if I muſt periſh, proſtrate at ; thy "OY 
The humble victim of thy wrath ſhall fall, 


Hmploring mercy fell; for mercy reigns - | 
Triumphant in thy nature: tis thy boaſt, _ 
Ty attribute that reigns on this de 8 


My dear ' Clerimont, excuſe my freedom.” It is. 


natural for miſery to complain. Had 1 been ac- 


quainted with a perſon of more pitty and generous: 
compaſſion than yourſelf, I had ſpared you the 
reading of this melancholy relation, to which your 


long ſtay at Venice has made you a ſtranger. 4 


Adieu. I know you will pity 
ek Tho wretched Cass p. 
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70 BELIN DA, om ST LTA, to inform ger of the 


. 2 of her ſudden retreat into the country, 


'Y dear BELINDA, L am indeed * back a- 
gain, | 


Terr 3. Mon Ax Ad ee | * 


to a view of Nature in that ſimplicity which you 
rally ſo. agrecably. But it is here I have recovered 
my peace, and am again grown a reaſonable crea» 
ture; to which thoſe godly books that you ſeem to 
have ſuch a notion of, have very much coptrabysc- ; 
ted, particularly. Biſhop Tillatfansd ; :! 
I ſee you ſmile, not in malice, but good-nature - 
at the ſober confeſſion, and want of delicacy. in the 
choice of my reading. It diverts you, I know, that 
I ſhould let Dryden and Otway he ſtupidly by me, - 
and impertinently ſpend an hour in reading a ſet- 
mon; that when Tam ſo well at eaſe in this world. 
it ſhould ever enter, into my head to think of an- 
other ; and that, in the bloom of eighteen, I ſhould 
have fuch-a gloomy: diſpoſition, as to think myſelf 
mortal. And, if you will forgive me, I will own, 
that J ſometimes read the Bible, in contempt. of all. 
modern refinements, and. hope to form my life on 
that antiquated ſcheme. Theſe are, I confeſs, my 
dear Belinda, a very unfaſhionable ſet of thoughts, 
and have nothing in them modiſh or polite. _ 

I believe you will be very inquiſitive to find what 
has put. theſe odd; theſe ſtrange, unaccountable 
whimſies into my brain. 

It is love . (you ſtart- you pity— you pray 
for me) ; but it is love, a. _ hopeleſs paſſion, 

that has had this ſurprifing effec !- It is an-abſolute 

* deſpair of being happy in this world, that has put 
me on endeavours to ſecure the happineſs of the 

next. Could I have poſſeſſed the idol of my ſoul, 
I. had been at reſt, and.had. alk: the reliſh of Type 
riour joys. | 

But mine, wich - 3 1 own it, was- a crĩ- 
minal-affeQion; forbid. by earth and heaven. My > 

bliſs. was prohibited by laws human and divine. 
This confeſſion will ſurpriſe you; but could you 
know. the ſeverity of, my. conduct, you would ex- 
cuſe me. I have torn myſelf from the. ſight of the 


lenny youth for ever, » Gopgh I could have 5 the | 
gat 
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Echt of the ſun with leſs wand e 8 haſty | 
retreat into the country was free and voluntary; 


'  eemmand; I was ſincere, Heaven is my witneſs, in 


my defire to free myſelf-from the criminal paffion.; 


and 1 thought the on certain why 0 conqueſt; 
was by flight. „ 

You know, the tour my Weile matle to Paris. 
brought him acquainted. with Monſieur le Comte de 
N.:; and when he came into England, my bro- 
ther returned with his family. I was in town, and 
waited on Madame la Comteſſe, who did me the 
honour to detain me ſome time with her. 

Mon ſicur le Comterwas one of the handfomeſt PP 
beſt bred men the world, and had as much of the 
Engliſb gravity as was agreeable to my own temper; 
which made me find his converſation very grateful 
and entertaining; nor had I the leaſt ſuſpicion - 
that there was any hazard in ſuch a harmleſs ſatiſ- 


reedom as a virtuous education allowed; and kept 
an equal indifference, without the leaſt inclination - 


to love, or even pretending to- hate any mortal 


man . 


try, as the mark of ſome pecuhar value and inno- 
cent friendſhip he had for me. Any other thought © 
would have ſhocked my delicacy, and put me on 
my guard, againſt the guilty paſſion I found kind 
ling in my ewn breaſt; 3 inſtead of aſe of 
_ fing, Lpadulyed, as gratitude, and a juſt ſen 
mer it. e 


But I was wos ſenfible of the deluſion, and oe 
eaſily vice betrays an unguarded mind, under the 
ſpecious diſguiſe of virtue. I found this freedom 
of converſation would prove fatal to all the peace 
and innoeence of my mind, which had now loſt its 


ative calmacd; and L begun 13 all the 
fantaſtic 


and not, as was thought, the effect of my father: 


le Comte was perfectly well · bred; and my va- 
nity made me interpret every little turn of gallan- : 


| fattion. - I had converſed-in town with as much 


gers to my breaſt 5 vrhich made me ſtart n q 
beautiful and deſerving. The affection and inti- 


une e ee e, and perverted 10 E 


Aa thought that needed a diſguiſe, though. it was in- 
voluntary and unallowed. But was an ill diſſam - 


of a fountain, repeating: theſe li lines. 2 Bo 
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fantaſtic effects of f. pleen, vapours, caprices; in 
ſhort, an uneaſineſs hh: myſelf, and 2 
elſe in the wor id, the. An Feet 
excepted. IE = 
But this ſer! my alle Sefors: me 12 f its Full 3 4 
vation. Envy and deceit had till now been ſtran- 1 


monſtrous. forms. Every new favour from Ma- 
dame la Comteſſe reproached me” with violating tha 

truſt and confidence ſne had in my truth and vir- „ 
tue, and for having: a. with: that-the had been leſs. 3 


macy with which ſhe treated me, gave me an hor- 
rour for myſelf: And I was again generous and 
ſincere, and, as I thought, perfectly confirmed in 
virtue; till the charming Comte appeared; when E 


* 4 


| However, 'F diſguiſed: my folly; Kom 2 frer ds 34 
Baer in point of reputation, and an unaſfſected 5 
ſenſe of .honour. I am aſhamed to tell you 1 had. | 


bber; and have ſome: reaſon! to believe, tlie real 
diſpoſition of my heart was wed: by the Comte... 
who one evening ſurpribed me reclined ne 8 


Come, le} d religion, with thy ang Ps face, | 
Diſpell this F. e and bᷣri 7755 all the plac 
prope this de eftrufHit ve- 50 from my. , | 5 
Compoſe my ſorraws, and reftors my-reft !- 1 
Show 175 e path the. fainted . rod, ** 
 Wean me from earth, jon raiſe. my ſoul” Fg Gol! 7e 5 
No more tet guilty. love my heart ame “ „ 


The Comte underſtood Engliſh: pertecuy . 
But [ recovered*myſelf with as good a grace as 1 
could, and put on more gaiety and aſſurance than 
W natural to my diſpoſition; and, to _ 


4 


4 
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ceal my diſorder, left him with precipitancy, and 
returned to the Camteſſe; who was in her apart- 
mont, reading the ſtory of Rhetea in the life of - 
rus, She aſked me, How Thied it? The queſtion; 
I. any perſuaded, was accidental; but, with fome - 
confuſion, Lanſwered, That 7 thought it well told: 
However, it awakened my remorſe, and gave me 
an exquiſite ſenſe of. he inguiticc ts my: ſecret incli- 
nations. | N 
From this moment I reſolved to go back! into the 
Gn; to. conceal and. conquer my folly. The 
tenderneſs and unaffected concern the Comteſſe ex - 
preſſed. in parting. with me, confirmed my virtue, 
1 and gave me a ſecret confuſion for the injuſtice of 
1 having wiſhed her leſs happy. The calmnefs and 
flcanctity of my ſoul ſeemed: to be reſtored; and 1 
had left the place a conquerour, if the Comte had 
not led me to the coach, and by an accidental ſigh, 
and a ſort of a ſerious air in his face, given my 
mind a ſofter turn, and convinced me of the vani- - * 
ty of human confidence, and een triumphed 7 
without a. victory. . 
Up But the retirement of the country, and. ſerious: 475 
1 „ ſoon freed me from the tumultuous ef- 
feects of a guilty paſſion. Phe ſcene altered with in- 
x finite advantage, and all: grew peaceful-and ſerene. . 
* I am now reconciled to myſelf, and find an ineffa- 
' ble ſatisfaction in the ſilent approbation of my own 5 
conduct; a ſatisfaction ſuperiour to all the empty 
| applauſe of the croud. I reflect with pleaſure on 
the happy change. My ſoul ſeems now in its pro- 
per ſituation; and, conſcious of its diguity, looks 
above this. world for its reſt and happineſs. Iam - 
almoſt in a ſtate of inſenſibility with regard to mor- 
tf tal things; and have fixed my views on thoſe infi- 
FY - nite delights which will * the certain reward of, 
virtue. | „ „VVVFF*W* 30 
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What is" The -} ere to 1 + 7 vaſt dire? 
Should Fancy all her erat feenes 44 9, e 
Our wiſhes uncon fin d, would wander tilt 2 
Beyond the limits of thoſe narrow ſhues, . © oe 3 1 
In 7 earch of boundleſs and immortal joys. „ : 


Adieu,. my dear Belinda. As long as 2 leave 
you to the quiet poſſeſſion of che dear town, and 7 
its dear joys, you will not envy me all that a gay 9 4 
imagination can form of future pleaſures.—1 : 
have truſted you with the inmoſt ſecrets of 7 I 
* and know 1 can n depend on your GE | 1 

1 i "4 


. 5 | Tour unalterable TM 


| "Brovun, - 
"oy the ee d of chis + ary in Len, Parts. ee LAGS 7 
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Wia ſhall T find reſt! The 5 8 creation 
denies it. I have run through all the vari- 
ties of human folly, and ſearched every vanity be- 
low the ſun: I have tried what was to be found eg 
in madneſs; women; wine, and frolic have divi- Fi 
.ded my hours; and I am now tryin what ſatisfac- 
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| 5 n EC Gar be tat. 
From e Bit Ader, acquair 1 ws 
- ths e affects of bali for aans. I 
55 My thay} „ * wart 5 
In wit deen pleaſes T odey your command, 
n letring'you-triow'the di 


to the Charming Cleuru. | Toons: — ood 
were leſs refund 1 than yours, my «diſcourſe would 
be incredible; but'you; area ſort of Platonic, aud 
may perhaps approve the effects of a generous paſ- 
ſion, and e credit to the refortomtion-e It BAR made E 
in my Hife. e e $1129” 11 
* You will Forgtvd me, Madam, for bein rend 
WY: right, when'T'have' diſſented from ; you ſinee 
it is the only inſtanee I have to boaſt of. Had 1 
been governed by your advice, and fled the fair Ce- 
ora, inftead of converſing with her, I might have 
been an unreformed libertine. But ſhe ſet . 
in my view with its moſt charming advantages: 1 
ſaw an angel in her form, and heard celeſtial mu- 
ſic in her 'voiee, She was the meſſenger of the ſkies = 
to cohvert me; Lowned the eredentials, aud yiel- 
ed tothe heavenly inſpiration, ' | 
Tou know, my dear ſiſter, that her FREIE 
beauty had made 8 on * n Waker 


I vent to travel. 


I watch'd the 52 ri 17e het, d 
Hs men 1 ee, the ene 1 


ering by 2. 


I lest Englund with theflarering: hows of finding 
her free at my return, and with a full intention to 
make my addreſſes to her. While 1 ſtaid at Rome, : 
that imperial feat of vice, the only Jooſt atiour 1 
had was with à beautiful 'Ttatian, lle ſomething 
reſemibled the matchileſb Chora, who was ſtill the mi- 

ſtreſs of = reaſonable affections. 1 
But 
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after all my 95 Deb 
iſed me at my bed ſhe was juſt 
:mmarried:to Philaret ! the man that of all the world 


41 Sd on 55 


1 would not have hated or \injured ; a man that 


had every amiable quality, and was the pride and 


Joy of all his n wid1 forget ſome. 
7 e obligations his popular in tereſt had laid en 
me. In this exigence 1 reſolved to diſpenſe with 
the ceremony of paying my compliments to him, 


that I might avoid the fight of his lovely bride; 
nor did I frequent any . pings Fe 1 was 


5 _likely.to meet her.” 335 


But at laſt the fatal interview came; dad. in Ge ; 1 


drawing · room, ſparkling as an angel, I faw the 


lovely creature. From this moment I became an 
apoſtate to virtue; and, ſecretly renouncing all 


the ties of truth and honour, reſolved, with great 


deliberation, to be a villain. This noble defign was 
the ſuhject of my retired contemplations- With 


what wild, what impious ſoliloquies, have I whiſ- 
pered to the groves and ſtreams, wiſhing the laws 


12 of heaven cancelled, and the ſtate of nature, in the 
fiction of a golden age, real: Theſe ſenſeleſs lines 
e often expreſſed my infamous raptures *, 


O feecle plus heureux mille fois . ler enn, | 
Que le fiecle dur ont nous fommes ! wg 

| on parceque ia terre en cel age parfuit 
55 Buna tous les fruits s fans culture, 08 OED 1 

Ques les 47 nog etoient de lait, hs 
| ue le mie dans nos bois couloit fur 14 verdure > Y 


9 O happy age 1 thouſand times more Ned. 
| Than the hard ſtate by mortals now poſſeſad 15 
Not becauſe bountequs nature did then yield . 
er fruits ſpontaneous to the ſoil untill d; "1 
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een ok — ores aeg. * 
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Cette trompeuſe idole, & ce phantome vain, 


M' avoit fur les ceurs une pouvoir ſauveraing 


Et nes n pas aux en, ee 39757 


W 


me. 

I took all aa opportunities to follow 0 
converſe with the fair Cleora ; a favour ſhe never 
refuſed me: if ſhe had, 1 ſhould have entertained 
more hopes, than from the manner. in which the 
treated me. I attended her coach, her chair, 
haunted her at public places, ogled, flared, ſighed, 
and practiſed all the modern fopperies of love ; 
which ſhe never thought 1 it worth her while to ob- 
ſerve : and, to my great mortification, I found I 
neither pleaſed nor moleſted her. All my, dumb. 
eloquence and mute addreſs was loſt on her; ſhe 
minded it no more, nor perhaps ſo much, as the 
would the frolics of a monkey. I might give my- 
ſelf what poſtures and airs I thought moſt becom- 
ing, and act the indolent, or languiſhing lover, 
without interruption : ſhe looked as if ſhe had no 


manner of apprehenſion what I was doing, or 12 ; 


I intended. My breath had been as well emplo yed, 
in talking of darts and flames, to the plants and 


trees; the jargon was ſo perfectly unintelligible to 
her, that ſhe either anſwered nothing to the pur- 


poſe, or turned the diſcourſe to ſome grave moral 
ſubject. 

had as ſhe had the Goel turn of wit, and the 
moſt graceful manner of ſpeaking in the world, 


But becauſe Honour, phantom of controul, 

Falſe airy idol, tyrant of the ſoul, 
Then to our am'rous flames no bounds confign'd, 
Then knew ao ſcy'reign power Oer the mind. 


: every 
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every thing ſhe ſaid made an impreſſion on my ſoul; ä 
every vice on which ſhe ſet a mark of infamy, tho g 
ever ſo modiſh, loſt irs credit with me; and every 
virtue, though ever ſo ſevere, ſeemed practieable 
with her applauſe. | 

The manner in which ſhe treated my paſſion, ſet 
me in a very ridiculous light to myſelf, The vani- . 
ty appeared unpardonable, that inſpired me with 
the hopes of rivaling the happy man, to whom, in 
the ſight of Heaven, with her vows, ſhe had Co 
cerely given her eſteem and tendereſt affections. 
Whatever regard was .due to ſuch-diſtinguiſhing 
merit as Philaret's, ſhe gave him. Nothing could 
be more ſoft and engaging than her whole behavi - 
our to him. Her modeſty was unaffected, truth 
and juſtice appeared in all her actions. In the 
gayeſt bloom of youth, and triumph of beauty, ſhe 
practiſed the ſtricteſt rules of piety. This, join- 
ed to the moſt ge entle diſpoſition, and a genius 
turned to every thing that is beautiful and polite, 
makes her one of the brighteſt characters of the 
age. 

TA thouſand times bieſſed be the heavenly power 
that kept me back from che ruin I courted; and, 
by the example and converſation of the lovely wo- 
man, made me a proſelyte to virtue, and guided 
me to a raſhional and laſting happineſs! 

But, my dear ſiſter, this fortunate event call 
not encourage me to contemn your advice on any 
future occaſion; and in this inſtance 1 know you 
will forgive, 1 = 

MaDaAn, : | 
Your " moſt deding humble TOY 
ERMINIUS. 


* 


LETTER 
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FromBELLAMOUR. to Caxlos, relating the fi of 
bis love to AEME DPA. 


F AM glad to find you fo entirely ſatisfied, ſo com- 
Rien, bleſſed, amidſt the noiſe and amuſements- 
of the town. I congratulate your enjoyment of 
aflemblies,. operas; and maſquerades, But all 
your boaſted pleaſures. cannot raiſe my envy at pre- 
fent, nor tempt me back from the country. 
My mind is in ſuch .a-fantaſtic diſpoſition, that L 
find more ſatisfaction in talking to trees, ſtreams, 
| and echoes, than to reaſonable: creatures. I con- 
| verſe frequently with a row of willows, that grow © 
| on the banks of a neighbouring river, and have- 
often called them to witneſs what they neither hear 
nor underſtands The ſtreams are often ſwelled with - 
my tears, without ever riſing to a deluge ; and the 
rocks melted at my complaints, without loſing one 
atom of their bu. 

But while I laugh at myſelf, I ſhall eaſily forgive 
you, if youſhould take the ſame liberty, and enter 
into the ridicule of my character. You are a lover 
yourſelf of the modern jovial kind, quite the re · 
verſe of the ſolemn antiquated form of Paſtor Fido, 
Don Quixote, and your humble ſervant. 

All this raillery is forced, and only uſed in po- 
licy, that I may tell wy ſory with a good grace” io 
a man of your gaiety. 

You know how the young Elvira was left to my 

 fither's care by her mother; and, by a contract 
between both our parents, was, from her childhood-. 
defigned a wife for me. But neither her beauty nor 
vaſt fortune have had the leaſt influence on me to 
make any addreſſes to her. I have converſed with. 
| her with great indifference, and thought I had rea- 
thu dene ſhe had the ſame for me. But wy - 
! . | e 
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father, in order to make good his engagements, 
u hen he was on his deathbed, defired me to pro- 
. miſe him, with the greateſt ſolemnity, to marry her. 
As he had been the beſt of parents, I promiſed him 
without any reluctance, on conditio E£/vira did not 
refuſe me; of which 1 had ſome ſecret hopes. 
However, 2s I then had no other inclination, - I was 
in no manner of care Sherber ſhe: accepted. o or Fe». 
tulcd e. / 
But when I was laſt i in town, ay walkingi in — 
Mall, I met one of the moſt agreeable women I e> . 
ver ſaw. She vas tall, and exactly ſhaped; ker 
cyes large and fine 3, with ſomething Toft and pen- 
five in her air; ſomething of thought, of. wit, of 
ſignificancy, which I cannot expreſs. Whether 1 
then met my fellow-mind, that had been paired ſor 
ne by deſtiny ; or whether in ſome pre- exiſtent 
ſtate we had been acquainted, I know not; but I 
* myſelf ſhe obſerved me without contempt. 
1 ſpent my time in following, or endeavouring to 
meet her; and at laſt had made myſelf fo remark- 
able, that the ſeemed to think herſelf obliged to a- 
void me. As far as I could, without being ridicu- 
lous by my curioſity, 1 inquired after her: but left 
the walks uninformed who ſhe was. I was in a 
day or two ſorced to go into the country; where 
I was detained for ſome months, endeavouring i in 
vain to forget the fair ſtranger J had ſeen. 
la this temper I was taking a ſolitary ramble 
from my own ſeat, till 1 came to the entrance of 
a wood that was near the Earl of ———— *s park. 
Here found, ſurprifing as a heavenly viſion, the 
a lovely form that had charmed me, fitting with a Mit- 
ton in her hand; which ſhe was reading with ſuch. 
attention, that I ſpoke to her before ſhe ſaw me. 
She immediately withdrew into the park: but I 
followed her, and told her, the happineſs of my 
life depended on her attention; which, in the moſt 


n manner, ſhe at laſt granted, and heard for 
_ 
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ſoft relation. That Title ſucceſs gave me ſuch hopes 
that I purſued [the affair on every opportunity [ 
could prevail with her to give me. For, as my 
fortune and rank was ſuperiour to hers, which was 
only dependent, ſhe acted with great caution; and 
convinced me, that ſhe poſſeſſed all that true gran - 
deur of mind that conſcious virtue inſpires. Her 
wit, the elegance of her behaviour, with a thou- 
ſand graces that attended her whole conduct, ſecu- 
red her conqueſt, and : confined all my hopes of 
- earthly happineſs to the poſſeſſion of the charming 
maid. Nor did I fear the leaſt obſtacle to my 
wiſhes ; for I had told her my engagement to my 
father, and the full certafaty T had (as indeed I 
thought) of Elviru's refuſal; which I now. went 
to aſk, with a perfect aſſurance that I ſhould re- 
ceive it. Her coldneſs did not ſeem to have the 
air of aff᷑ctation, but rather the effect of a ſecret 
averſion, I looked on myſelf to be a fort of incum- 
berance entailed on her by her anceſtors, of which 
ſhe would be joyfully freed®; and, in the gaiety of 
my heart, made her an offer of my perfon, ſuch 
as it was, without -the leaſt expectation of being 
accepted; as I was, to my unſpeakable confuſion. 
She perceived my diſappointment” with a modeſt, . 


but tender concern ;.and put me into a diſorder - 
that I could not eaſily recover. 
I knew my love to the beautiful Almedua was 4 


ſecret to every body but ourfelves; and if it had 
been known, I would do Elvira the juſtice to con- 
feſs, there. was a ſweetneſs in her temper, almoſt 
incapable of malice. However, I durſt not diſcover 
the. affair without Almeada's conſent: to whom I went 
in the height of my diſtreſs, ta let her know the 
diſappointment. She grew pale at the relation, 
ſunk into my arms, and only ſpoke with tears; 
but ſoon left me, without letting me know her re- 


ſolution, till within à few hours I received the in · 
ER \ H 3 WE 70 — 
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"I Beg you to forget, and never think of Kg 
me again; nor let any thing tempt you io vi- 
s olate your engagement to a dying father. It 
would be barbarous in you to abandon the fair 
Elvira, who was an orphan caſt on the protec- 
t tion of your family. Do not entertain one anxi- 
„ ous thought for me: I was the care of Provi - 
« dence when 1 was unknown to you, and: that 
« will be my refuge in all future diſtreſs —A-- 
8 dieu for . 


Alp. „ 5 


I am juſt going to diſcover our e paſſion to 
Elvira, and to ſhow her this letter, im hopes that 
compaſſion will prevail with her to refuſe me; and 
cannot but flatter myſelf with ſucceſs, from the - = 
gentleneſs of her diſpoſition. I am, in all the - 
changes of fortune, I 1 . 

My dear Carlos, 5 
Sincerely years, 3 
- BELLAMOUR»- 


See * ſequel 0 of. this s ſtory in lener ki pores 2. 
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LETTER X. 


To Pula, from the Duke 7 ume. 
ten on his deathbed. + bt 7 


2Efore you receive this, my final ſlate will be 4 
termined by the Judge of all the earth: in a 
few days at moſt, perhaps in a few hours, the ine- 
vitable ſentence will be paſſed, that ſhall raiſe me to 
the heights'of bappineſs, or ſink me to the depths 
of miſery. - While you read theſe lines, I ſhall be 
either groaning under the agonies of abſolute def- 


4. w or triumphing in fulneſs of joy. 


It is impoſſible for me to . the preſent « dif- 
pofition 


{ |! 
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poſition. of my ſoul, the vaſt uncertainty. Jam 
ſtruggling wich, No words can paint the force and 

vivacity of my-apprehenſions. Exery doubt wears 
the face of horrour; and would perfectiy over - 
whelm me, but for” ſome fajat- 5 ot. whe i 
which dart acrofs the treth dou 

tongue can utter the anguiſh 04 Ly ſuſpe ended 
between the extremes of infinite joy; b a 
miſery ! 1 am throwing -my-laſtſtake' for eter - 
nity, and tremble and n rr 


event. | | 


Good: God ! how Ts F tim 
inchantment has heid me in what delirium has 
my life been paſſed what have I been doing | 
while the ſun in its vace, and*the | ſtars in their 
courſes, have leut their beams, Perhaps wan to 
light me to per dition. 

I never waked ini”. 7 A have but juſt com- 
menced the dignity of a rational being. Till this 
Inſtant I had a wrong apprehenſion of every thing 
in nature: I have purſued ſhadows, entertained 
myfelf with dreams ; 2 have been treaſuring up 
duſt, and ſporting myſelf with the wind. I look 
back on my paſt life; and, but for ſome memori- 
als of infamy and guile, it is all a blank, a perfect 
vacancy. I might have grazed with the beaſts of 
the field, or. ſung. with the winged inhabitants in 
the woods, to much better purpoſe, than aqy for 
which” I have lired. And oh! but for ſome faint 
hope, a thouſand times more bleſſed had I been to 
have ſlept with the clods of the valley, and never 

heard the almighty Fiat, nor waked into life at his 

command. 

b never had a juſt r of the folemniry 
of the part L am 0 act, till now. I have often met 
death inſulting on tlie hoſtile plain, and, wich 2 
ſtupid boaſt, defied his terrours. With a ecurage 

as brutal as chat of the warlike horſe, I have rutſh- 


ed imo the battle, laughed ar the glittering Tanz i 
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and woke; at the ſound of e ; Her 

had a thought of any ſtate beyond. the grave, nor 
—_—_— ee, to ane arne have been mw 
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lt is this which arms Death with all Ad terre 
aſe I could ſtill: mock at fear, and ſmile in the face 
of che gloomy monarch. It is not giving up my 
breath, it is not being for ever inſenſible, is the 
thought at which I ſhrink; it is the terrible hereaf- 
ter, the ſomething beyond the! grave, at which 1 
recoil. Thoſe res realities, which in the hours 
of mirth and vanity. I have treated as phantoms, 
as the idle ee ol ſuperſtitious brains; theſe 
ſtart forth, and dare me now in their moſt terri- 
ble demonſtration. My awakened: conſcience feels 
n of chat it TE 1 have often 
de fie Wer | 
To what heights of inaduel;.' is it poſſible cow hu⸗ 
man nature to reach? What extravagance is it to 
jeſt with death l to laugh at damnation ! to ſport 
with eternal chains, and — Jovial wy with 
the ſcenes of infernal miſc | 
Were there no impiety in this kind of mirch, it 
would be as ill · bred as to entertain a dying friend 
with the fight of an Harlequin, or the rehearſal of 
a farce. Every thing in nature ſeems to reproach 
this levity in human creatures. The whole creati- 
on but man is ſerious; man, who has the 
higheſt reaſon to be ſo, while he has affairs of in- 
finite conſequence depending on his ſhort uncertain 
duration. A condemned wretch may with as good 
Aa grace go dancing to his execution, as the greateſt 
part of mankind go on with ety a eee yr 
_ ety to their graves, 0b 
Oh, my Philarie. with kd kicks 40 1 retall 
waſe hours of we * waſted together! 
D Return, 


1 
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Eh Return, ye loſt neglected moments! how ſhould T 
| prize you above the eaſtern treaſures ! Let me dwell 
with bermits; let me reſt: on the cold earth; 
let me converſe ia: cottages; may I but onee 
more ſtand a candidate for an immortal crown, 
we Gee have my ee for celeſtial 'happt- 
a+ 
Ye vain grandevirs- of a + ye foundiy | 
titles, and periſhing riches! what do ye now Gn 1 871 
fy ? : what conſolation, what relief can aj give 
me 
I have had'a Tplendia paffage to the grave. Tr 
| die! in ſtate, and languiſh under a gilded canopy 3 
Tam expiring on fott and .downy pillows, and am 
reſpectfully attended by my ſervants and phyſicians: 
my, dependents ſigh, my ſiſters weep; my father 
bends. beneath a load of years and grief; my bi 
wife, pale and ſilent, coneeals her in ward anguiſh; 
my friend, the generous Pylades, who was as my 
own ſoul, ſuppreſſes bis fighs, and 8 me to 
hide his ſecret grief. = 
But, oh! which, of theſe will anfiet my fun» — 
mons, at the high. tribunal? which of them wilt j 
bail me from the arreſt of death? who Weg rg 
into the dark priſon of the grave for me? 
Here they all leave me, after having paid a few 
idle ceremonies to the breathleſs clay; Which 
perhaps may lie repoſed in ſtate, while my, ſoul, 
my only conſcious part, may ſtand trembling before 
my judge. My afflicted friends, it is very probable, 
with great ſolemnity, will lay the ſenſclcis uy: in 
a Ne nente inſcribed wich | 


| Here lies the great 
But cowl the pale vo ere oe ſpeak, it would ſoon re- 
Py, F wy 
- Falk 8 whore: * ET 
Nothing but peer and 1 duſt lies here. 
Copley. 
g | | While 
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While fome flattering panegyric is pronounced at 
my interment; I may perhaps be hearing my juſt 
eandemnation at a fuperiour tribunal ; where an 
AA Air may ſentence me to everlaſting in- 
famy. But I caſt myſelf on his abſolute mercy, 
through the infinite merits-of the Redeemer of loſt ; 
. mankind. Adieu, my dear Philario, till we meet 

in the world of ſpirits. CP EOS jar" bo 


— — ar 


c 
| From CELADON, fo AMASIA, who had ſeduced him. 
5 into a. criminal love. for her. | 


lovely Ama whither have you led my 
hcedleſs ſteps ! into what paths of deſtruction - 
have you ſeduced me ? I have done an action which 
will never bear the reflection of reaſon; an action 
that will ſtamp an.endlefs ſtain. on my character, 
and-withe which my- conſcience loudly: reproaches 
Il have ſinned againſt all the ties of honour and 
gratitude. The generous man I have wrongeds. _ 
was the guardian of my childhood, and the guide 
af my yet une xperienced youth. Tam entering. 
into the world under his conduct and protection: 
He has been more than a father to me; never was 
2 truſt diſcharged with greater tenderneſs and fide-- 
lity. May Heaven return it in a thouſand bleflings. 
on his head Should he ever leave an orphan. 
le me expoſed, may it meet the ſame juſtice and 
humanity I have found from him. But, oh ! may 
it never make ſuch a return! Let ſuch villainy ne- 
ver ſtain his noble race, nor leave a blemiſh on his 
'Theſe thoughts bring back to my memory all : 
his gentle treatment; awake my young affections, 
and melt me into childiſh rears —O, could they 
6 my guilt, and reſtore me back to vir- 
tue 3 BY. N : 5, 


| Tet © 


Let, 10. [Monat up EQTRRTAINING, * 
rr rn — —Yet Tl] look up. 


My Pry ts paſt. 2 050 what, 2 em of ror 
Can ſerve myeturn! 5 


| Curſe on-the maxims of the world, and np im- 
propriety of language, that would diſguiſe. the ba- 
ſeſt of crimes, with the names of amuſement and 
gallantry! Let me be fingular, let me be unpolite, 
let me be unfaſhionably good, if I can but keep 
my peace, and juſtify myſelf to my own conſcience! 
Let me inviolabl 4 obſerve. the rules of truth and 
juſtice, be fearleſs, and open to the inſpection of 
:God, and may everlaſting v ach reſt-on all the 
modiſh appellations and -refinements that would 
ſoften the .horrour of a baſe "and treacherous ac 
tion! 

Theſe were the principles in which the injured 
Altamont inſtructed me, and confirmed by his on 
great example. My mind had been elevated by od 
:rehearſal of heroic — and a love to the pub · 
lic intereſt; by a philoſophic fortitude, and the 
command of my paſſions. Such were the motives 
that governed me, till the fatal day came that made 
you a bride to the deluded Atamont; from which 
unhappy period I may date my apoſtaſy from vir- 
tue. You taught me ſofter maxims, and pervert- 
ed the noble ardour of my ſoul into looſe and infa- 
-mous deſigns ; while you careſſed me with an o 
freedom, which my early years, and your huſband' 8 
affection for me, too eaſily excuſed. 

Till then I had been a ſtranger to love; ; and, 
thoughtleſs of danger, left myſelf unguarded to all 

our charms ; ignorant whither the growing paſſion . 
ed, nor thought the pleaſure criminal which 1 
took in your converſation. But I was ſoon ſoftened 
into fin, and.unwarily took in the deadly poiſon, 
while you indulged the guilty TATION and 
ſoothed me into ruin. £65. £5584 
What 
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What infermal deluſion perverted: your judge- 
ann; when you preferred me to the man to whom 
you had given your vows? The vaineſt of. all your 


ſex might have limited her ambition with fuch 4 
conqueſt. If the moſt agreeable perſon, the beſt 
temper, joined with unblemiſhed equity to man, 


and piety to God, ever an N eſteem, he might 


juſtiy challenge it from all that knew him. 


But he had a right to your affection by a rs; 
Hud tender engagements, and: by his entire confi- 
dence in your fidelity; not from any credulity of 


' temper, but from his own innate honour, and a 
| ſoul incapable of treachery or diſtruſt, 'With an 


artifice which only hell could teach, you have ſe- 
cured the eſteem of a man, who in all things elſe 
acts with the greateſt judgement and penetration. 

It was the diſguiſe I ſaw you practiſe, that recall - 
ed me back to truth and honour. In your crime I 
perceived my own guilt, and abhorred the mon- 
ſtrous part I had been acting. While he, my guar- 


dian, my protector, had been fatiguing himſelf 
with cares and journeys, to ſecure me from wrongs 


and injuſtice; I, in his own houſe, proved a trai- 
tor to his honour, and invaded the ' moſt ſacred 
rights of his affection.— O that he would appear 
to my view an WY, a villain, any thing but a 
friend and bene factor l Theſe titles confound and 
pierce my ſoul with the moſt exquiſite torments. 
The fever from which I am juſt recovered; was 
not half ſo threatening to my life, as the expreſ · 
fions of his kindneſs ; when, with the tenderneſs 
of a father, and the benignity of a friend, he 
watched my languiſhing intervals, and diſcovered 


the moſt affectionate: concern for my life. How 


exquiſite was my remorſe! Nothing but the dread 


of eternal vengeance could have kept me from 


putting an end to that life for which he ee 


ſuch an unfeigned concern. | 
10 my crime ſtood i in all its agg ravations before me, 
, The 
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Let. 10. Monat A* ExTERTHINING. 97 
The ſecret ſenſe of my uilt, vas worſe than death 
or infamy : I abhorred the diſguiſe of virtue, by 
which I eceived him. No. conſideration. but his 
Happineſs, coul. "have reſtrained me from confeſſ- 
ing my villain — he and giving myſelf up to his Juſt 
reproaches and vengeance. I conld have ſmiled on 
Death, and welcomed the fatal ſtroke from his 


W 


aue td make Hesden and 
found e ſort of expiation neceſfary to ſecure 
me from divine vengeance ; 10 that, as much asT' 
was tired with life, death was no refuge; nor 
could I fly io che grave ag" 4 fanctuary. Yet, as 
ſoon as ever my health permits, I am fully deter- 
mined to make myſelf an exile from my native 
country, and wy —— 9 Ve * bn: end for 
ever. Burns f 


py _ Where al 1k 


No ee nation will receive a. — * ih» 
So much tran nſcendin "g theirs, but drive me % 
De wildgſ 2555 a/ts will Bunt me from their ene 
Lal u of pre ab main . 


I dare not ſee you; Madatn, to take a on Kites” 
well. You bes betty; and I am human; and, Y 
after theſe convictions, ſhould the dangerous flame 
again kindle, I muſt fin away all Hopes of forgi- 
veneſs from God or man. Make what reparation- 
you can to the beſt of huſbands by your future 
conduct. I. i "he IE advice N yu receive” 
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UR * pre very 8 in 3 
me an qpportuniy to be impertinent. b en- 
' tering. into a detail of my ſolitary amuſements, in 


+ 


- this abſolute.retreat from all the polite and agree». 


able part of ſociety. At is wall I have your gra- 


cious indulgence to es of myſelf, and be the — 


of my on romance: For, without vanity, I meet: 
nothing here more conſideraþle;;; nor is it ae 
uſtice that I claim the Privilege: of penogating he: 

ſuperiour part in the drama. 

Indeed I was never more Enfible of my own 4 
nity. Abſtract from (buſineſs or diverſion, my. 
mind retires within itſelf; where it finds treaſures. 
till now undiſcovered, capacities formed for infinite 
objects, deſires that Rreich themiſetves bey vond the 

Aimits of this wide creation, in ſearch of Ke great 
Original of Hife and pleaſure. I find new powers 
exerting their energy, ſome latent exerciſes, which 
till now I have been à ſtranger to. Thave indeed 


heard from the. men ho teach ſuch holy — 


(I then thought them), at the- foul was im- 
Mortal, and capable 
Ka. than 1 2 theſo tna 


of caleftial.joys, - But IL rather 
nſporting tepths;;. 
q put them on a level wich the-ppets rolybowers,: * 

r myrſle ſhades, and ſoft blen fields. But 


2 Lam conyinceq of their evidence, and triumph 5 


in the privileges of my own being. I rejoice ta 
ink that, the moment I begun to exiſt, I enter · 


ed on an eternal ſtate, and commenced a dura- 
tion that ſhall run parallel to that of the ſupreme 
And ſelf-exiſtent Mind. 


| 9 animates me with a divine ambi- 

toi, and caſts a reproach on all created glory. 

T he world vaniſhes ; its charms and ſoft allure- 
b | mens 


4 


ty, the ſpelt is broken, the inchantment diffolved.- 


a! The yielding beauty, by granting my 
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Leer 11. bb ui Marga f Amme: 
ments are 20 more: A veil is eaſt on mortal den | 


"You ſwile, I Fnow;-and take this for an ima- 
ginary triumph, a ſort of "cowardly infult, in the 
abſence of an Tou Will tell me, this con- 
tempt of grandeur a peng wich an ill grace, in ons 
that has the polſeflion of a ſplendid poft in the go- 


vernment. But this, my Ford is What has given 


me a juſt opinion of the world; and of myſelf. A 


conſtant feries of ſucceſs and proſperity has con- 


vinced me, that the whole ereation cannot make 
me bleed, My ambitious defigns have never been 


diſappointed: In love; by a ſtrange caprice of the_ 
ſex, I have been always fortunate. But whatever 


pleaſure 1 purſued; the nt always undetei- 


ved, or diſguſted me. Sometimes I was too wiſe, 


and ſomerimes too capricious to be pleaſe. 
Why am T not at reſt? Why cannot theſt ob- 
jets ſatisfy, or at leaſt delude me with a dream of 
happineſs? Why muſt T ſo exattly balance the 
weight of evil, that mingles with every good? Had 
Ftheſe reflecting powers to make me thus nicely 
miferable? I am reaſoning away all the ſatis faction 


of human life, and growing wiſe to deſperation. I 


cannot ſo much-as amuſe myfelf with an airy hope. 
F have tried all the vanities below the fan, and there 


is no novelty left to flatter me; I know thevirmoſt 


that beauty and greatneſs can give, and am Tured 
of love and ambition by experimental evidence. 

What a paradiſe, what laſting joys, did I pro- 
miſe m ſelf i in the poſſcſſiory of the admired 4 


F 69 
loſt my eſteem; her charms vaniſſed, her wit was 


impertinence, and her artifice dife ſted me. This 


put a period to my gallantries. The women were 


no longer angels, but mere erring mortals; with 


whom I converſed on a level, without any tempta- 


tion to idolatry; Balls and aſſembſies, dancing: | 
— drefs, Were, no longer the ſubjects of my ſe-- 


I. 2. rious- 


— 


rious $a Al nor hs yp ivory Fr 1 m 
being. I no longer intereſted myſelf in, e-ſuccels 
of any modiſh entertainment. With great mode- 
* L heard. the grand controverſy, Who ſung 
| beſt, Cuz zeni or Fuuſtina? and 1 Tt the impor» . 

Tant truth to be decided by more n judges. 
I yielded. an implicit aſſent to every well-drefled 
_ critic, who affirmed. Mrs, — was the beſt actreſe 
of Polly in. the Beggars Opera; and never betrays 1 
ed any intemperate zeal, or breach of charity, * 
gainſt thoſe who. diffented. I. knew every . 
d fine lady in Great Britain had a right to judge . 
For themſelves; and that 828 too- poluive,. might 
endanger the public peace Eat 1 
But theſe foft follies were only Allarded * 1 
more ſpecious vanities. Diſtinction and power, 
titles and equipage, now employed my thoughts; 
ambition took full poſſeſſion of my ſoul.—I reach- 
ed the envied height, and made myſeif gloriouſly | 
miſerable. The period from ET I reſolved to 
date my happineſs, began with diſtruſt and anxie- 
Inſtead of friends, I found: myſelf furrounded 
with flatterers, and . mercenary dependents. Ime 
patient and fatigued with the croud, I ſometimes 
withdrew to my apartment, and in ſolitary gran- -H 
dieur tried what joys the contemplation on my qu 
lity and titles could give. The Maſ Noble !— 
« The Right Honourable !——Ye potent words !, (I 
<< cried), where is your energy ?- Ye | 
„ ſounds, that once fired my foul | where i is your 
<« accuſtomed force? Have ye no pleaſing mag 
<« to. ſtill the tempeſt within? -Ye. boaſte : 
ec .names. of truſt and power . why can ye no 
<« longer. recreate my ſpirits, nor ſolace my mo- 
* ments of leifure and retirement? Is there no- 
*« thing in the gluteriog. coronet, this popular toy, 
4 to divert. me ? While Lam ſurrounded. with the 
<& pageantries of ſtate, and ſee ſo many badges of 


1 my own dignity, why docs not my mind elate 
; uſell, 
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Let 11. Mon al AND Eur 


4 itſelf, and brighten into ecſtaſy | $4 ; One, 3 
think it impoſſible-to be ſplenetic, w with thoſe fine 


f 


panegyrics and elegant dedications lying before me. 
Here I find myſelf a hero, a wit, *a-hatidfome man. 


aà virtuoſo; and, to ſum up alls an univerſal blefſ- | 
ing to mankind.” This darling threnie, this' chta- c 


logue of m wy # on good Jualities, one would ima- 


gine;: ſhoul Nadal my heart, and giee me, ſom e 
vivacity; - and yet really,” my Lord, as agreeable as 


the ſubject of my own merit is, it would hardly 


have kept me awake, if __ vexations of ſtate had © I 


not done it. 1 eee 
My late indiſpoflton his given D 
to withdraw from public affairs- I have found a 


romantic retreat, ſurrounded with a charming va- 
riety of woods, open lawns; and flowery vales, in 


their uncultivated beauty: Here I rove Jane d 


ed and free, with no circumſtance of grandeur,” 


but the conſciouſneſs of a reaſorable and immor- 


tal being. I have the joy to find I can ſtand on my 


own legs, and move from place to place with a 


ſpontaneous motion, witheut the affiſtance of a 


immenſe. Divinity irn 


Tei me attend th” inflyud? 


nr” 


painted machine, the prudence | _- ou coachman, 


'T? 


— 


and the vigour of my horſes. 5 0 


have tried what delights were to ben cid in 
madneſs and folly and am now in purſuit of what 
wiſdom and philoſophy can yield. In the fair 
creation I trace an Almighty Power, and ſec the 
on all his works. In- 
ſpired with a charming «enthuſiaſm, I addreſs-the = S 
great Spirit of nature in theſe IC eng: 2 


Ye woods wad Wilders Trede wes 1% your Jade! 
Theſe Hill retreats my contemplation 225 . 
mortals flying to your chafte abade, 
foe voice of 6% 


* 
% 


He ſpeaks in all, and is' in all things de 
e e . 5 


%s 
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on all thy works, the God is. . — PE. 
But, ob! from all thy works, how. 


bur ane 


. Farr to confeſs the cadence 

| Fowed z and, as you are a pgtron 9 . 1 

believed the harmony would 

are cerniny oneioped ry nd the rufe IT; 5 
- 6d; 


I Nature: s kool and 10 80 b, oY 7 
With tas ſacred lineaments I tram. 5 of — 755 
＋ dal Being ! O ſupremely fair“ 


| How Tres how perfe@ thy produttions are“ 


Forgeve me, with curious eyes I view. , 22 

7 works, and boldly thus thy fieps purſue. Wd 
valley. and the lonely grove «Cana 

Fr zur 6b ! tis thee aye =» WES. 


"Tis not the chant of birds, IO 


among the trees. 


fireams / alf. 


But thy voice 1 
Invoken wo by — th. 


©. To thee © in ſelitary:ſbades I talk. 

I ſpeak thy dear-lov'd name, nor Joeck im. ae. 
Faeroe long the Pleaſing . NP 
 Reviving ſweets the op ning 

 Fragrant-the violet, and the — 4 OO 

But all their ba imy fweets from thee they fieah, - 


theſe, . 


* 3 * % 


And ſomething of 2 to my ſenſe reveal. 


Fair look the ſtars, and fair te morning ray, 
_ When firft the fields their 8 1 
SGbricus the fun in his meridian height ! ES 


And yet, compar'd 10 thee, how feint the Ii ap 
Adr d Art iſicer! what ſtill ſeine! ! ie, 4 


| What wonders in the wide creation . 4 


Order and majaſty adorn the whole, | 
Beauty and life, and thou 2 in Jeu. 
H#hatever grace or harmony's expreſs 7% 


To human minds, is known a te ant bs 
Fancy gives ver its flight in fea _ f 


— 


The thoughts: are my own; 3 
and rhyme are hor- 


ol 


I . Mont" "AND EnruaTamine. 


5 ed; and khät, gate thi elevations F an spaet 
po enough to ſubſcribe myſelß, 
WET: | * Lord 
WW 


2» 2 24 


ToMrnrt11Lo, 
count of his 
My drar MyxrrvtEs; S181 
ement' jos, Sree: 8 
— in His 1 — * dens: poſe me- 
the * . 


breach 7 Ihave in you Hor can F 


deny myſelf the nan r 2g tender "ry 
of my care. 
Tou wilt be riſed, that the nerſch- hs ed. 


5 and Opera; with 


verſed 1 in the Mall, the Playhi 


fuch indifference, ſhould turn lover in the coun- 


will dot 1 75 


uy. But it is a ſerlous truth, and 
raillery. All my earthly bappineſs is in ſuſ- 
pence, and depends on the ſueceſs of this paffion, 
Nor will you Ne me, Fer I tell youy that 
my eonquerour is the lovely ſtranger that appeared 
er winter with the Ducheſs of —. 1 
did not ſee her then; and if I had, buſineſs or di- 
verſion might have guarded me from the ſoft ſur · 
priſe: But all Nature; every allur 
oy! here to vanquiſh-an 
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2 fomething of art appeared, but in the moſt Agrees 


© moſt . 2 90k ſex: think: ſo becomin 


venly original. She advanced till 
en n as rivers in IS 


i LETTERS, 


| rr 

Doſe are the haunts of meditation; theſe 

| ſcenes where ancient bards ib e nas 
1 cftatic felt ; and fromthe world retir d, 11 
Gonvers'd with angels, r 8 
On heaveuly er rana bent —to fave the. fall: © 

k 81 virtue fruggling on the brink'sf vice, 

25 hint pure thoughts, and + warn the . e. 

Por future trial TY Prepare.” n 


- - Tathis disch tempor I bad e ER 


mile from the Earbef . gardens: and parks; 


_ till. I entered a winding valley, green and flowery 5 
as the Eyſian fields. A ſilver ſtream ran. murmur 


ing along. the: middle, an willows in equal 4 
adorned the banks, R was not perfe wht of | 


able negligence. There were many little moſſy ſeats - 
raiſed along the ſides of the river; but what plca- - 
fed me moſt, was a-grotto,- which looked like the 
retirement wa} ſome ſylvan deity. I entered, and 35 
loft myſelf in a pleaſing contemplation, till the fight : 


of the moſt charming. deen ever beheld e 


ſed me. She ſeemed- 14 2 1 
Fuirer than amd old,” or fabled | nc. i 
fairy. dumſeir, mer in n I FE OLE. Þ 
1 errant 2 8585 . 5 

3 . 5 Ikon 


her: ſhays and fearures-- were 3 regular: 
Hes complexion clear as the light. But I might - 
as well paint virtue or harmony, as deſcribe ibe 
graces of her mien and aſpect; in which there was 
nothing of that gay and thoughtlefs vivacity that 


ö eri 70 gs -but =I 
o ſerious and compoſed, ſom: — capped 
a mind within conſcious of its own digni 

| Ong — 4 
the arbour that concealed me; and then, ſeating . 


* 


Gs 
4 
v. 
— 
Sat 


ſture, leaning her cheek on her hand, white as the 


ee fi 111 


i. hn for be .alons, Religion, death diſerms, 48 * y 
+ Breaks all bis darts, and eu ry viper. eee | 

ten d. by thee, the grifty form an, 3 
NV more the horrid object Seeder Ky 3 


Kid I 4 * 1 * 


Phat guides us through the fes: ; the eee ways: 
Which leads to liſe. 4 5 1 


heard her with 2 very er concern; beta 
there appeared ſomething in Her: ee too 


Ee what led her to ſuch @ ſerious thought. 
ile he was going on, a ſpruce fomman came 
to tell her, ſupper was ready, and her father waited 
for her. She aroſe immediately, and followed the 
man at ſome diſtance. When they were gone, my 
curioſity ventured ſome paces forward; and, at 


_ thie end of the walk, I perceived a pretty ee | 


pile of building, where ſhe entered. But the everi- 
mg grew duſky, and.I haſted back to the Earl's 8 
ſeat; and, retiring to my apartment, paced my ams 
in writing this adventure: of which you yy hear 
the ſequel in my next. hs 775 
But I am grown a lover in one fatal 
and, this deplorable circumſtance, am 
is our 1 humble ſervant, ry 
K. ANDER., 


"LETTER XR. 
T6 the 1 . relating th death of hi mi ao? 5 
Mr laſt informed you in what a ſerious paſſion 


— 


was engaged; but the tragedy is now finiſh- 
ed,. and 12 the poſſil 
this world. | 1 


es ö . 3 4 A * s 


new fallen ſnow, with a ſoft and graceful accent 
the repeated the following lines out of Sir Wen 
ne poem on the creations, . F $2P 


Me undiſmay d this awful power « 15 oy ben 
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delicate for a ſtate of confirmed health, which was _ 


YN 


ity of "bogs bappy bs. 


1 ＋ E 1 T1 % S3 10 Wh 
= | few ed after my laſt adventure, hate . ; 
3 a meffenger from a neighbourir ing n er 
= me to attend one of the family who was il. I fei- 
loved the ſervant, and 25 to my farpriſe,” . 
| was the houſe where all my hopes were confined.” 
TI was. immediately conducted to the apartment of 
my patient, ho- proved the lovely woman Thad 
; ſeen in my laſt ramble. She Za ſing = b 
pale and negligent, but per ect accful. in 
| height of her diforder. TL Ire 1 8 
8 words can exprefo-my- e when found 
we ſymptoms of hey Aenper fi fatal. Indeed the 
| diſtraction of f my mind is ſo remarkable, that ſhe- 
Could not but os | it; and, perceiviog her own” 
1 danger i in my concern, ſhe aſked me, without the 
leaſt emotion, « If I was ſurpriſed to find her 
* mortal?” but ſhe deſired me, . fince it was a 
* truth. of which ſhe was entirely convinced, to 


| ſpeak my opinion without the leaſt flatt ry or 
—_ | « caution,” “. He RTE 
This true greatneſs, of mind conlewed; my olives. 


and heightened my concern for her life. But E 
was in the laſt exigence what to reply. I durſt not 
flatter her in the common ſtrain of my profeſſſon; 
nor could I imitate that inſenſibility which the 
£ young heroine acted, in an event on- which the fur | IN 
dere happincſs of my life depended. 
II was aſhamed to weep; but while Goon kept 
mae fllent, the dying beauty told me, ſome intervals: 
. of diſorder ſhe lately felt had made the darkneſs 
of the grave, and the ſolemnity of a deathbed, fas 
miliar ſcenes to her imagination: | tg. Waitiag for 
my laſt hour (added ſhe) without conſternati - 
« on, I find this mortal ſtructure ſinking into 
the duſt; but methinks 1 find the nobler pow 
by: « 10 of my ſoul Eindling into life and. e : 
er. R 
What are the laurels and trophies of conque: . 
Fours, ge to this ſcene. of — !” which 
now 


TW 


_ 


— 


e 
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4 


new! cope þ have epricd. .. But my charming pati- 

| ſhe:might try ta reſt ; and I retired, re- 
from the houſe ill I ſaw the e- 
vent. She lay as if 4 5 till the ben 


ent defined 
ſolving not. to 


When IL was haſtily. called, and "WS her p- 


hopes, hut of 2 few hours He. Her ſenſes were 


adorn” 


£4 perfect, aud A. ſort of: 
1. ed her face, charm nir 
healtu. 
Theſe were ſome of Bos leak Sec uttered. with 


a faint. but. pleaſing, accent, the ſaund .of GT 


hall never forg 

„O Death how haſt thou diſguiſes 15 
4 rours, and put on an angel's form to approach 
4 me! What welcome, what tranſporting tidin 
<< -haft thou brought me ! I come, thou Kind ==: 


2 


i ſenger of my liberty and We ; 1 oy "I 


60 gentle. invitation. 


' When ſoall ene ede fall was theſe 
Meet all the dazzling wonders of t u, 7. 
O, rond the hated veil, and jake. amoy .. * 85 


The dull partition of this brittle cla! : 


Come, heav'nly day, which ne'r ſhall SE 5 e 70 


ET 1 4 *g 1 
K . 


E ng, rs, er ED ITY glimmering at celeſt 
« * and ble, the dawning, of excrlaſting day. 


he ſhadows are flying, and theiheavens open»: | 


=. » ings their inmoſt glories before me. In a few 
moments I hall enter the liſefol habitations, the 
„ dazzling receſſes of the Moſt High 4 whom 1 
* ſhall, behold in full perfection, exalted, in maje- 


e ſty, and complete in beauty. My hopes are un- | 


a Y < bounded. I ſet no; limits to my expeCtations : 


for in his preſence is fulneſs of joy, and at kin 


„right hand are pleaſures fon evermore. 


With theſe. tranſporting; ſcenes: before we, | 


A 
6 * * e * : * ” 
& 1 = 


ag beauty 
* beyond. all the viyagiay 2g 


y er- PE 
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3 What frene Gon could the" whole eres * 
133 nt of Wes which T am paſſing through, not 
== * x captive, but a conquerour, through the 
1 th of my victorious Redeemer, who has 
1 lar led in triumph all the powers of darkneſs. - Mil- 
T lions of ages of happineſs are before me; el | 
2 _ proſpect ſtretehes to an unmeafurable length; 285 
132 1 Gul preſſes forward, and calls 1 ieſelf 
5 her own.“ 

chen beds, EN ben yes, with adele 1 

3 the l her 2 ry and left me. 
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1 Hope my laſt letter prepared you for a ALY 
choly tidings which this brings.you of my bro- 
ther's oath” know the relation will "heighten 
your et, and renew my own ſorrow ; but-rea- 
gnifies 'nothing, and proves bur an em 
t in the 2 of ſuen a tender ref | | 
non policfits all my ſoul.” Lek 4 
After the fatal time that my bucher had extorted 
a promiſe from my brother, and charged him on his 
bleffing never to ſee you more, I perceived an alte - 
ration in the gaiety of his temper, with a viſible 
ES decay of his health; but I could hardly perſuade 
4 <0 24 love was the cauſe ; ; imagining the ſoft paſ- 
8 on, in a th of eighteen, was eaſily diverte 
34S from one * object to another., 6. 
i was confirmed in this by his obliging ad ſob. - 
= ine behaviour to __ ior, whoſe condutt ir in 
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this affair was indeed arbitrary and ſevere; nor 
could I forbear making ſome ſecret reproaches on 
ſuch a rigorous impoſition, where there could be no 
objection made but to your fortune. 
However, filial affection was certainly my bro+ 
ther's governing principle; and he ſtill found fome 
plauſible excuſes for that ſevere command, which 
cut off the brighteſt hopes he had of any earthly 
happineſs, His piety_ always filenced my reſent- 
ment, and pleaded my father's abſolute right to diſ- 
poſe M f x 
But as much as he endeavoured to diſgniſe his 
paſſion from me, the incloſed will convince you of 
the inward anguiſn of his mind, which he gave 
me the day before he died, and charged me not to 
read it till his eyes were cloſed:in deal. 
My father, in the utmoſt diſtreſs, looked on the 
expiring youth; but durſt not examine into a ſe- 


cret, which would have given him the extremeſtt 


regret to diſcover. My brother perceived his con- 
cern, and gave him all the conſolation he could, 
by owning his paternal care of his principles and ac - 
tions; and returned him the moſt pathetic acknow- 
ledgements, for the reſtraint his authority had put 
on ſome of his youthful follies. My father obſerv- 
ed the kind intention of this diſcourſe, which, ſtill 
added to the anguiſh of his foul. . 
© Be ſatisfied, my dear father, (ſaid the dying 
© youth), be ſatisfied with the determination of 
* Heaven. I might have dragged out a long 
_ © inglorious life, loaded with infamy and guilt.” _ 
Then, taking me by the hand, with a heavenly 
ſmile. on his face, he ſaid, * Adieu, my dear 
„ ſiſter; I ant rather falling into a gentle ſleep, 
© than dying, I feel no pain, and all within is 
«© peaceful and calm.” And then cloſing his eyes, 
with a ſoft voice he repeated theſe words, and with 
them reſigned his breath. 1 1 
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| Thrangel, call, they call 24577 ine”. NO ir oo 
And bid me haften to the realms of love. 15 i= 2 
My ſoul with tranſport hears ”= ' happy dom; 

come, ye gentle me be ngers, T | 

| Earth flies, with all the jo Foy it * bar} in PR: 

Its ſnares and gay temptations are no more. 
While heav'n appears, and the propitious A, 3 
 - Unpeil their inmoft glories to my eyes, „ 

70 mortals and their hopes I bid adieu, 

e, off no more th ring fn fun to view: ERP Y 

For aß! the Light himſelf, with rays aue, 

Breaks in, and God's 2 day is mine. 


After this moving ſtory, whether T oughtin pru - 
dence to let you ſee the incloſed, I deter- 
mine; but it is not in my power to Ddr | 
from my moſt faithful friend. It will- ſhow. 
| brother's height of virtue, in commanding a 
| fion fo tender and fatal. 
Jam mnalterabh, yours, os eg 
 MyRTILES, 


This is the letter hee me ſealed the day be- 
fore he died, with a charge nor to ns till after 


60 To Murat 5 


8 My dar. Gier, 1 „„ 
4 YX7 Hatever care 1 have ag Uitherto o con» 


ceal my folly, I now confeſs it, that the 

PP. fatal effect may warn you from giving up your- x 
« ſelf to the government of an immoderate p 

c on. I was this chat haſtened my early deſtiny,” 

0 and cut off all the noble ends of my life. 

„My love to the beautiful Hermione was ſuch an 


» jnchantment, that all the motives of reaſon and 


« religion could not free me from it. The im- 
« provements of art and nature, the love of my 
country, and the public welfare, had no ſhare 
« in my thoughts. My piety was . 2 5 
f 'C " 


a * be oh wet : A en 8 9 Rr * PA EYES” * * — 
* 5 9 - * 7 * 
4 * * ; y * 
4 95 P 
% 
- 


i 
1 | 
_ * * 15 1 
- HO 3 


— : 


bet. 14. Mon al AND ENTERTAINING: ITT 


cc the important end. of my. being noglected. 1 
& lived, and moved, and acted with no other: 
2 deſign, but to pleaſe the capriec- of my fair ty- 
© rant: % 
„ Till my father, with the bigheſt reaſon, en- 
« deavoured to reſcue me from the inglorious ſla- 
very. I. was convinced of the kindneſs of his 
* intention, and how much he. conſulted my ho- 
„ nour and advantage, in putting me under a ſo- 
lemn obligation, never to fee the object of my 
* dotage more. - 
Wich the utmoſt vicknos! to my tender incli. 
c nation I kept my promiſe, and fell a victim to 
« the ties of filial e and truth. What regard 5 
paid to thoſe ſacred names, Heaven was my wit-⸗ 
© nefs, and how ſincerely I ſtrove to conquer the 
unhappy paſſion that poſſeſſed me. Aided by a 
power divine, I at laſt recover my reaſon; but 
„my health hourly declined, and death is now ad- 
&* vancing to releaſe me from all the remainders of 
“ errour and folly. The ſoft affections of my ſoul 
will be perfectly refined into a noble and ſeraphie 
* ardour. Lam going to the fruition of immor- 
<« tal beauty; and, unmingled pleaſure.; I ſhall 
© gaze on the bright Original of all that's excellent 
© and Jovely ; I ſhall NE the voice of unereated 
ow po ſpeaking. peace and unutterable ec 
8 A to my foul. (en | 
: dieu, my dear Myrtilla, my much beloved 
— PP ap May angels watch your ſteps, and keep 
you in the paths of virtue! Make it your ſtudy 
& to ſoften my father's cares; and add no ſorrow: 
*© to his hoary-age. I fear he will carry his grief 
„ for me to the grave; but oh | let him never 


* know the exceſs of my folly. I charge you not 


to ſhow hint a ward of this letter, nor once re- 
4 fle& on his well-meant ſeverity. Farewell, till 
f "0 meet in the bliſsful realms oF Tore. ee RY he 
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| 7 Mr. —— „ 
8 I R, \* | * 3 ö . 
THE inſtances of Heathen virtue that you tithe - 
1 collected, have ſomething in them, I confeſs, 
-noble and ſarprifing ; ; and your eloquence has ſet, 
them in their full luſtre and magnitude. But there 
is a name, the Chriſtian boaſt and hope, that dar- 
kens all human glory; and which, with a ſort of 
pious inſult, may be oppoſed to the moſt accom- 
pliſhed of your heroes, | 
I The poem I have incloſed on this lofty ſubject, 
is a paraphraſe on Mr. Crawſbaw Hymn to the name 
f JESUS; and there is little alteration of any 
thing but the language. 1 197 


: 14 Hymn to the name of Jaevs. | 


Wake, my ſoul ! my glory, riſe and ſing \-- 
Awake, and all thy 2 cred ardour bring! 
While for unuſual flight I ſpread a tow'ring wing : 
| Awake, my lute ! proud of the poet en 
| Let each harmonious ſtring 
Tremble with rapt rous Joy, and ſpeak the mighty” 
LEE name! 
> Aſſiſt me, ev'ry gentle Wend > LOTS 
| Which ſtudious art has found 5; a 
"> 9 | You that ſpeak with · ſilver ding 8 
| Or ſwell with tuneful breath, „„ 
1 And lend the coward wings 
Io meet the face of Death: e 
7555 Vou that in the rural ſtrain; Na 5 
Echo through the peaceful plain, REY 5 
Delight the groves, and charm the guiltleſs laais; Y 
With yon that various joys afford, i; 2608 4) 


EP 


_s 1 


Touch'd by a ſkilful band, | 
Which can . powers of harmony command. 
And « dance with n art e the n chord: . 
| Tou | 


Let 15. Mon at. AND > ENTERTAINING. 1130 


You that wich vocal muſic pleaſe the ear, 
Your choiceſt ſtrains „ 
The ſprings which move our inmoſt thoughts you « 
know, | 
And can their fierceſt rage controut, 
While from your lips torrents of pleaſure flow, - . 
And overwhelm the ſoul, 
Lax all that nature graceful calls, or ſect, - "5; 
In the glorious concert meet! W 
Furling ſtreams, and falling floods, „„ 
Kn. winds, and whiſp'ring woods 1- Noni. 
Let ev 25 bird of tuneful throat | 
Join his free ungovern'd note; — 5 
While hills and valleys catch the ſacred ſtrain, : 
And ererlaling echoes the bleſs d ſound retain! 
With Jzsvs we 4 20 his an name 
_ * Shall fill the ſpacious ſong, . : 
And yield an endleſs theme; 15 
To ev'ry note the joyful. word we'll place; „ 
Our ſoft preludiums this alone ſhall grace, | 
And ev'ry cadence artfully prolong. 
New ſmiles already nature wears, e 
All biboming looks and gay; DS. 
The brighten'd ſun crown d with freſh, beams 1 | 
PEA. =: | | 
And darts a clearer ray.” 
' Tranſporting name! „ 
Whuſe accents to che ranſom'd world a prochng = 
Salvation, and immeaſurable grace, = 
Peace and good-will to all the human race; 
A purchas' heav'n, and open'd paradiſe 
Unbounded joys, and never-ending bliſs. .  _- 
FZͤtupendous love! T 
Can man for this ungrateful prove? N 
Js s us, the Saviour! what rebellious knee b 
Would not a ready homage pay to thee? 
ä The martyrs glorious train, - 
Thy noble votaries of old, 
is records of immortal fame mroll'd,, - N 
Wore on cheir breaſts inſcrib'd, yy mighty name: 
e K 3 — 
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By this, with ſacred fortitude inppir , 
With heav'nly zeal and tranſport fr d, 
| They, ran upon the pointed ſpear, 
. And leap'd into the flßa gsm 
Nor death could in a ſhape appear. A. 
But what with open arms they met, 
Deſpiſing all that rage could do, or proudeſt eyrants- 
threat. 1 
Not hell itſelf their OY e could ſhake ; En 
Its deepeſt ſtratigems they brake, 
Its wildeſt fury trampled down, 
And ſeiz d with conqu ' ring hands the excrlaling: | 
-. crown, 
- Jesvs the ſignal for the ght they ehoſe, 
And gave a glorious onſet to their foes, F 
Tn vain the powers of earth and hell oppoſe. — 
__ *\Jegvs, our conqu'ring chief!“ oo cry dz N 
Jssus! aloud the ſounding {cies reply d. 
5 Exalted name! 
From thee the burning ſeraphs 3 their fame: | 
Iss us the God ! /tis they alone can tell, | 
What treaſures in that title dwell. LIT, "= 
You happy ſpirits, that feel its emphaſis, 1 
a; By this you ſtand confirm'd in blis, , 
And you know what boundleſs j Joys are ſtor” as 
In this important word, 
The glorious ſubject only ſuits _ 
| - The bi -ſtrain'd notes of your immortal lutes. 
Then join the choir, 
Von bright muſicians of the ſkies, 
And with a well-proportion'd —_ OT. : 
Inſtruct us how to riſe, „ 
Let your bleſfs'd harps th' imperfect lay adde 
25 Wr the bold deſign, and cloſe th" advent'rous 
ong. | 
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ngniſli'thatno force of words can-tell, . 

= theſe fad lines I take my laſt a 
Could I with leſs reluctance part from thee,.. 
Approaching. death had no ſurprize for m: 
That ſolemn proſpect ſhould my Tease eren. 7 
And baniſh ev'ry tender ſcenę of joy. 1 82 
But thou doſt ſtill return upon my Joulsy .. . es 
What force the ſoft temptation brig gl WINE 
I*meet thee till Teſiftlefs in thy charms, | 
Sigh. on thy breaſt, and languiſh in thy arms. 

Oh, Guilford J *tas 'no-wretched love of if 8 7 . 


\ 


That fills my den his with this uneaſy Rrife, | TE 
The flatt'rin andifhments of youth ul years, N 


A promis'd ki Hot 6h nor my country's tears, 
For tliee alone I'd live, for thee alone © 
I took the fatal proffer of a crown, h > 
No fond ambition ftain'd my guiltleſs, mind, 
Inſpir'd with paſſions of a gentler. kind. 
With thee I would have choſe ſome calm baue, 
Far from the dull formalities of ſate. 
How careleſs, how ſerene my fleeting hours 
Had paſs'd in ſhady walks, and fragrant bow' 11 
Pleas'd with the murmurs of a ſmooth caſcade, 
Or near ſome cryſtal. fountain, While it play d, 
Upon its flowery verge, with thee, reclin d, 
My voice I to the melting) lute kad join'd, 
And ſooth thy ſoul with: gentle ſtrains of love, 
Anſwer'd by all the muſie of the grove. _ 
Where rove my thoughts, AGlt me, grace di- 
vine! 


1 2 


This laſt, this dpeling object, trefign.t” SR 4s 


Forgive this frailty of my tender. years, | 
This guilty fondneſs, and theſe female tears, 


Yet Heay' n my rags 0 hands, I et boy. | 


_—_ „ Pg 
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Evin Cailferds life, 'with onein dwg coonehua 
Nor dare my tongue, for all-theſe —— ſkies 
E Contain, the form of ſacred truth diſguiſe. - -. 
= Be. Name be hell! in their revengeful pride, 
1 Their flames, their racks, and tort ring a geha 
A thonſand glorious witneſſes have ſtood _ 
For this great cauſe, and ſeal d it with their blood. | 
Thou conqu'ring Leader of a ſhiging train 15 

Of martyrs, for thy teſtimony 6p 2» 
In thy victorions name I dare engage va, ERP 
-- The utmoſt force . > EI EL _ | 
- 'To men, to angels, be my ſoul unveil'd,” % 

Nor any part of heav'nly truth* conceal'd ! "+6 

The glorions cauſe that animates my breaſt. 

My lips with holy triumph ſhall atteſt”. 

Atteſt it with my laſt expiring breath, - 

And ſmile in all the ſolemn pomp of death! 
But darker ſcenes before my fancy riſe, 
And nature, vanquiſh'd, ſinks in the pelle: ; 

To ſhake my utmoſt virtue, tis decfeed, 

That thou to Rome muſt firſt a victim bleed. 1 

How ſhall thy wretched wife that ſtroke ſurvive 75 95 ; 

An hour beyond-will be an age to live. AY 

But, Guilford, keep thy ſacred truth finſtain'd, ' 

And half my immortality is gain d. 

Ye virgin faints, that, in your early bloom, 

From cruel tyrants met a fatal doom 

That dy'd the honour of the Chriſtian faith, | 

And boldly trod the ſame illuſtrious path ! 

To animate the youthful ſuff rer's breaſt, 
Appear in all your heav'nly'glories dreſt; . 
Shew him your ſparkling crowns, the bright reward 
Fr ſuch diſtinguiſnd conſtancy prepared; 

Open your roſy bow'rs, your bliſsful ſeats, 

Your 2 * delight, and ſoft retreats, _- 
Where gentle gales ambrofial odours 4A . 
And ſprings of joy in endleſs currents „ 
With ſmiling viſions recreate his ſoul; Yi 

And ev'ry * anxious thought controul: 


— 


1 | JETTER | 


8 F 5 Y — 1 0 
/ - — ; 1 * £ } 
* . * * _ 
6 ; 


— 


- 


Let. 17. Mon ax e 117 


. Bm | Fry 
* „ 1 * Fg Y 9 * f x of E bs - 
* r 1 * 

„ 


1 LETTER. 


Lord GourLronD DvvLer to Lady Ius Trax, . 
MI. ev'ry watchful angel guard thy life! | 

My lovely princeſs, and my charming- EY 
For thee I importune the ſkies with prayers, + + 
And waſte the tedious hours in payer = mh 7 35 ITE 


_— 


#5 pn 'k® þ 


Were I from all the world but thee confin d, 

I'd call my ſtars propitious ſtill, and kind; 

Theſe priſon- walls would prove a ſafe retreat, 

From all the reſtleſs factions of the great. ; en 


Sink, curſt Ambition, to thy native hell!“ 13 
And with thy kindred- fiends for ever dwell! e 


Were I, my fair, again poſſeſs d of the, 
What toys were doms, and their erowns, to bn 5 


' 


Inglorious i in ſome bliſsful ſhades I'd Rove: 2 Hep 

The ſilent joys: of unmoleſted lore. e ai 12 
Why was thy birth deriv'd from ancient Logs 2 

Our mis' ry from this fatal greatneſs fridge: A wt i” 


Indulgent love a gentler lot deſign'd, „ 
Nor Tort n's for public cares thy guiltleſs ans; 1 
Thy thoughts, were all cinploj'd on ſofter themes, 
Tender and innocent as infants dreams: .. 
And yet—but Heav'n the title diſallows, 
A crown, methought, look'd lorious on thy hows 
In ev'ry look, in all thy graceful mien, 
The brighteſt rays of majeſty were ſeen z. thr. 7 
1 beauty ſparkled in thy eyes 
I gaz'd with ecſtaſy, and new ſurpriſe; . e 15 
A thouſand times I preſs'd thy lovely hand, | * 

And cry*'d Tuuas form'd a ſceptre — 
But theſe gay ſcenes for ever take their fight, 43 
Like ſome fantaſtic viſion of the night. 42 

. Oh! could my death the angry Queen aer. | 

Could that alone a raging faction pleaſe; 
Unterrify'd I'd meet the public rm, 
And challenge death in ev'ry dreadful form. 
But, oh! what horrours riſe! — thy tender fel. 2 


haves 66) would I ſpeak 8 * ESSEN | 
. 


Wo 


At 


_nF 1 E TT. E R 8 3 ; 


To eatiife.dorlnetuncnld 1 drag thee down,.. EX 21 
May Heav'n forbid ! I'll be thy joyful guide, | 
Thou haſt-an . heavenly form and air; 


Gh, come, my fair ! they call us to che ſkies, 
Beauties, like thee, in Nature's early pride, 


The * glory, thine n be inrolPd. 


_ myſelf with ſuch miracles: but you have certainly 


doing you juſtice, I may on, that fram a ſavage, 5 
| 3 become human: and from a libertine, regu- 


ever odd this confeſſion appears, this: is making 1 
you a greater compliment than ſwearing you have 


* CEN LY 8 5 * : . £ * , - * * as 4. - " 
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What counſel can thy vretched buſkdnd ne? SE | 2 


| any terms I fain would have thee live. 


ive my ſtagg ring faith, my coward heart; 
- Acclaim this ſlrameful . 

2 courſe can my diſtracting paſſions take, 
Wen ea when truth, when Heav'n. oY. * 


And poorly rob thee off a martyr s crown. 


Nor ſhall the fatal ſtroke our ſouls divi 
O Death ! where is thy hoalked acaqueld new | 
Where are the frowns and terrours of thy brow „ 


Pleaſures and graces in thy train appear. 
Ten thouſand l 6 ſcenes ariſe; 


Undaunted, for their ſaored faith — 5 dy d 
With their's, with all the illuſtrious names of a4 


8 BETTER XVII: e e 


Mivan, R275 5 
P Cannot ſay you Ne turned“ me isto ur angel 3: 
have too much modeſty to compliment you or 


given an elevation to my mind, which I never be- 
fore experienced. And without any deſign, but 


lar and conſiſtent from a lover, you have meta · 
morphoſed me into a reaſonable Creature, Hoew- - 


made me a lunatic, and a madman. It is more glo- 


| * * to R a. man in his right” 


ſenſes, 8 | 


Let. 16. Mondr' AD "07 Wn TTY "  : 


” ſenſes; ihan to be ſtared at A one quite out of he 
wits. My being more reafona Wie,” ST; * 7 
18 you are leſs amiable: 8 bf | 


For inward greatneſs, ongffted wifdom, * 
INE qt 9 e eee yu charme, 
£ Addiſon, 3 


You lie ed me, . virtue is more 
than an empty name, that it is the moſt ſacred 
reality. I ſee, I acknowledge the bright divinity, 
She inſults my infidelity by a thouſand modern in- 
ſtances of her power. Among the youthful - 
and mature, the gentle and ſevere, /be boaſts her 
'votaries, Virtue Gre no more to cottages 
ans cells; but, ſecure of public triumph and ap- 

plauſe, ſhe makes the Britif court ** Tm OY 
fidence. 1 (Eo | 6 


"Tho goddeſs a all her glorinus f appears, 
When Carolina's r form ſbe wears; 
With ev'ry conqu'ring charm ſhe ftands reveal d, 


While fa bject · hearts their giad allegiance yield. 


Long may this ꝓropitious Queen be the j and 
boaſt gu great and happy —— You find 1 Tam 
grown public - ſpirited. It is you that hath given this 
generous ardour to my ſoul, and kindled the, ſin- 
cereſt zeal for the honour of my king and coun» _ 
try. I grow impatient to draw my ſword in 
their defence, and would commence the hero. 
Nor will I diſſemble the truth, but freely own to 
you, that, in my ſtate of infidelity, my bravery 
was all affected, and often diſguiſed the moſt la- 
viſh terrours. - 
I perceive, Madam, Ks my own panegyric 1 am 
writing, rather than yours. Indeed, my charac- 
ter cannot” be in better hands. I Bare certain] 
done myſelf juſtice, and heen punctual in the recita 


of my ww — and, wich great we 
ave 


ou will mation m in ütion to 
moral eſſay, rather than a love · letter; which w 
really my prime intention: but you ou have ridiculed, 
. all my figures of rhetoric. on that ſubje&, ſo that 1 
to change my ſtyle, in my own defence. 
But I hope | I n intelli ible, in. afſuring Is 
without refer; eee | 
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r in the world. 


| 4 p are fatal to the public 'tran- | 


id: do m KP ener ever YeSitning | Ro 
ſt Wen, ben belles and beaus retire o 


-E f henvenly cont | 
| world — ak reformed. A hermit's 
f -park ind the Opera; 
ul pride of 2 
| of” their-purſuits, how- few 
theſe f c 
| 1 when bje's go urs are paſt, 
Howe'er we range, in thee we fix 2 
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Taſs'd thro' tempeſtuous ag the V 
85 Pl we look back, and 6! 65 Frivndly 2 ; 
Our own ric judges, our paſt w ſau, 
And aſk if virtue has fouls of; the > aw 
ff bright the preſpect, we the grave d 1 ö 
Truſt N ages, and contented die. * al 
SY” ickell. 


- Nothing i is, is, more terrible to the i imagi- 
nation than abſolate ſolitude : Yet'T muſt own 
ſuch a retreat as diſengages the mind from thoſe 
Intereſts and paffions which mankind generally pur- 
ſue, appears to me the moſt certain way to happi- 
neſs. „nieriy to withdraw from the crond, and 
leave the gay and ambitious to divide the honours 
and pleaſures of the world, without being u wal 
or competitor in any of thefe advantages, muſt , 
leave a perſon in perfect and unenvied repoſe. * Wi 
Without any apology, I am going to talk to:-my- "Wi 
40 and what follows may be properly c 

> ; J greſſion. 
50 Tet me loſe the remembrance of chis buſy RS th 
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and hear no more of its diſtracting NT Ye 
vain grandeurs of the earth! ye periſhing riches 
and fantaſtic pleaſures! what are your Proudeſt 
boaſts? Can you yield undecaying delights, 7585 be- 
coming the dignity of reaſon, and the capacities af 
an immortal mind? Aſk the. happy „above. 
at what price they value their ? ar 


> Lay if the whole ſhould p 
moment's interval of their bliſs 2 . | | 
of celeſtial light obſcures the glory, and caſts a re: 
proach on all the beauty this wotld can. boaſt. 

This is talking in buſkins, you will think. "And, 
| indeed, I may reſign crowns and ſceptres, and give 


up the grandeurs of the world, with as much ima- 
1 gioary triumph, as a hero might Leh battles, and 
F conquer armies, in a dreams 9 5 
nt L 7 1 LE An 
f LY > e > . 5 


4 - tertainment your wit wonld have g ven me, if y 


— Gln: 12g 
Jo the eight of this romantic infult, I: 8 ra = 
Io Mapau, | — 

eee eee Tart it x 
e eee, ay = 


„ rA u. ., 
tenen, i 7 28 SEE 
Am certainly. dead "ee bored, Terordigg 3 
your notofis of life; interred: in the filenee 


and obſcurity f a coα Y. retreat, far from the 
dear towr all its joys; which, in yo ; 
appreh! cannot properly be called livi 
But for me, Toto afk nothing but caſe and liberty, | 
inzorder'to be happy}: Fam willing to inform you, : 
Tam io à ſtate of exiſtence, and capable of the eu- 2 


had been ſo oblig ing as to have ed the blank pa- 
per you ſent. ing could! be more nicely ma- 
licions; nor is it poffible for you to imagine, how 
the fight of ſo much clean paper tormented? me. 
How many ſparkling things could you have writ, 
and not exhaufted your ftock,” nor got the r 
by over · ſtudying. yourſelf !- But F got hex 

make me ſome reparation, by the length of — 2 — 
Lill not infiſt on your writing ſenſe or reaſon, if 
that will be any privilege to you. But though 
nonſenſe from you would be a great novelty,” it 
would coſt you ſo nach pains to fl. ory it, that lam 
afraid you would ſend me A . . han 
your laſt. 1 m, 


. 


ian 8 bs 
Tour r cbedient, ae. | 
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Maran, 7's 
Fin neglected writing fo Joes; dint 12 am almoſt; 
aſhamed to own T am ſtill alive. I ought to 
r have 
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have died i in pure civ . Fhich would have | 
the only ſu cient 2 — le for ny e n 
really, Madam, it colts. me more pains: to indite 

4 an epiſtle to you, than it would to write a book 

1 ro Ph CK ſort o readers: And I cannot iſh- . 
ing Thad more wit, or you a great. deal leſs. 
"Vos prohibition of :Lilkput- paper will drive me 

to great extremities; and, what I moſt. fear, — 

often prove a ſevere exerciſe to the patience of my 
gentle reader. I am reduced to a neceſſity of talk- 
; ing of this world,. or the next. £ For the ae. ey 

Ei are ſo. happy at preſent, that you may not be 

: ways diſpo oled to think of ſo. ſolemn a ſubject; and 
for Shes. 1 I am entirely ignorant. My converſation. 

is confined to whiſpering trees, and mmm 
+ brooks; and I cannot give you- the leaſt int 
nes of what paſſes among mortals. ei 

My fate, Madam, is jult the reverſe. « of. yours. 

N You had a great; many things in your . e 

wanted paper: I have clean paper enough, but 

nothing at all in my head It is a vacuum, a dit- 
mal emptineſs; and unleſs I fill the blank — 
dad fab the curious flouriſh of 2 wa dene — 
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MAD Au 83 
1 i lban * never A peared Gre And. 
ful, (not even in Mr. Pope's Paſterals), than 
in thoſe ſoft lines you incloſed. I hope you wilt 
Fnd all the joy that peace and innocence can give, 
in your charming retreat. Four deſcription has 
led my imagination through a thouſand, inehanting 
ſcenes. I wiſh you may lopg enjoy thoſe, fine walks 
, you are COnriFIng g; Boſs that, th wifh FORK: may 


lee 


F . J% 


4 - 


fore the detuges 4 when: an 1 beauty might” 


8 take fifty years deliberation io anſwer a billet-doux, 
; and act the tyrant five hundred years;” im the — 
of her charma. But you ſhew no àmbitiön 
at all of this nature; and 1 am perſuaded, it is 70g _ 
manner of mortifleation to you:; chat your con- 
queſts are limited to a ſhorter date. = 
T am going, Madam; to put you in mind ia, 5 
chat you are mortal. I fancy you open my letters 
with as much. gravity as you would a funeral ſer- 
mon, and read them with the ſame ſeriouſneſs. 
But you ſeem pleaſed with theſe ſubjects; and: a- > 
- midſt the brighteſt advantages of youth and for-= - | 
tune, are a reaſonable creature, us well as a fine 
lady. Theſe ſort of reflections from me are not 
the vapours; I am pretty free from the ſpleen, as 
you know all half. witted people are. But, in the 
155 gayeſt diſpofition, Death would have a diſmal view, 
15 and wear ten thouſand horrours, if an im mortality | 
E beyond i i did not brighten the ſcene— : 
L Without this proſpect it would not be worth: * 
. vhile to begin a generousfriendſhip When we 
have: ſeen a feœ more ſetting ſuns, (for riſing ſuns 
ſome. people never ſee), when a few more flying 
hours are paſt, with life to reſign the moſt exalte 
of human — would heighten all che hor- 
rours of the- grave. = 
I might-with ifs wouble NCTE AN” > fn: good 
book to your peruſal, and keep this divinity for 
my own uſe. Lou will be overjoyed. that f . 6 
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LETTER. V. 


DT e e wet Shes" 5 
—— — But as. 
caſed forrhis lofs,wh Ve eee 


— * world foffers by it. n 
It pleaſes me to e l 
ſubject that moſt people take — nofs- 
void. If immortality is the pride and happineſs of. 
_ kuman nature, why ſhould it not be mentioned 
with the ſume gaiety with which we m of other u- 
greeable things? The other world is at leaſt +2 
greater novelty tha this; nor is · ĩt —.— 4 N 
round. of es. to eat, to deink, and ſleep, that 
people ſhould have an averſion to think, if not to 
try, what and, of enjoymeuts a future · Hife will 
give them. But to forget this. is tłie deſign of all 
he thoughtleſs amuſementa the wit of man can 
invent. What Monficur a e ſays is perfetty | 


Joſt. 
ee Annen le ne furalduaires 4 
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Leser 
 hemmes, & de tout ec qu on appelle diver tiſſem 
paſſe tems, n'eft en effet que d y laifſer- X 


i viter en perdant cette partie de la vie le Ag in- f 

' terieur. Lame eft petite dans le corps pour y faire. 

am S vur c de peu ee Elle fait que ce 9 ern 
bet 


tems que dure la vie pour's'y: Lane, e 
ce peu Pincommode fe fort, & Pembarraſſe. ſi ttrange- 
ment, qu elle ne 2 be perdre. Ce * ner” 


peine laſupportable 4 te & de pen r à foi. 


zout fon ſoin ef de Foublier ſoi- „& de 4 fir 

couler le tems ft court & fi precieux ſans reflexion, en 

Foccupant des choſes qui a empichen dy * . : 
w 


his is the ground oF ll the tumultuary uae > 


be in ſoigrave 
for all human 


" a think July 


ne the whole book, to fave you 


the: trouble of throwing: "away your money on 1 
moral effay : and perhaps, Madam, you may not 
a humour as when you wrote daſt; 

wings are rhangeable, and hate 
ſometimes good, a ſometimes evil diſpoſitions z 


and in what circumſtance enen ere 4s * 
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Only ſtudies how to 
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. LESS, A i” f 
Yeu will Lat, wats) f 1 8 hired $ 
che carrier to oſe the large paper you-ſent 
me; but I hate certainly more c for:you 
than to fill it. One would think: you intended 1 
ern n and * wen ; 


* 


or all the riſing F Why aac) men in which 
our general aim-is, to make the time paſs of our 
hands without: 'feeliag it, or rather withont feeling 


durſelves, and by getting rid of chis {ſmall portion uf 
life, to avoid inward diſguſt. Phe foul is ſenſ into 


the body to be a ſojourner a ſew days, She knows 
that this is but a ſtop, till ſhe'may embark for eterni- 


ty; and that u ſmall ſpace is allowed her to prepare 


for the voyage: And yet chis moment Wuich remains, 
does ſo ſtrangely o and : perptex wer, that ſhe 
ſe it. She feels an intolerable 
burden, in being Age to Rye with herſelf, and 
think of herſelf; and therefore her principal care is, 
to forget herſelf, and to let this ſhort and precious 
moment pals away Without reflection, dy amuſing 5 
dee A N 
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f. 1 * 
od true latent: all abe th 3 ons 
that are ſeen in the county of; for theſe's * 
. the; only remarkable events which happen here. 2 
+: Theſe are the regions of fleep and repoſe, not = 
of action. For my on part, I neither hope nor 
fear, contrive nor deſign any thing; that relates to 
this mortal Iife ; but am as much at reſt as the 
people that: are ſleeping in their ſepulchres. I am 

22 doubt whether I belong to: the ſociety "2 
BE ou © or en dead, and e to aſk wo 8 — 
e EE WY "IPs 8 ; N 


1 "ks + ebifence real,” or a 4 diem s; 


_ 


I Nnnot perſuade myſelf to wich yon any thing: :. 
but juſt-what you are, a mere earthly creature. It 
would be too great a diſadvantage to find you in a 
rank of beings fuperiour-to-mortals;> I am ſo ſen- 

ſible of the diſtance at preſent, that I cannot wiſh : 
vyou in a greater elevation. If I aſked any thing, - 
perhaps it would be to ſet you more on an equali- 
. ty, that I might have an opportunity to convince + 
2 pow fincere aud diſintereſted wy ERR E 


—_ 


ids your account; Jeong Fir wet aer in- 

active and inglorious life. Though he has been ſo 
long as four months in the world; he has had ſo 
few adventures, that I can but juſt ſtreteh ___ a- 
. vention to compoſe half a ſong for him. 


Thou pretty, fmiling, guiltle 5 this 4 - 
Of thee what can the muſes ſing ? 
- Unleſs they ſpeak in prophecy,. . - _ 
Hau great à hero thou ſbait T3 2851 
e © Thy country's patron, and the grace . 
1 long illuſtrious race. 


4 Wit verſe. and proſe, reflections gay * folk 18 
ous, ſome with a meaning, and others without any 
meaning at all, 1 am at Aſt, to your unſpeakable 

bal 5 5 | n 5 


4 * 
ta IN 1 


1 * F CY . Wl , hs 
7: art 71 A 


Pride of 


virtue; has. ſomething f far more glorious, thao to 
languiſh out the dregs af life in the exerciſe oF. no 
virtue but patience. 


oth: 
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lagcholx circumbance in the account Meg. have 


gen me of Bis death. The toll, the. Jong the 
paſt, and. all to comes reſt 554 endleſz J joy 
Kappy ſpirit is for ever wandering now,. _ 


— boundhſr realms. of bliſs; 
N Pleaſure bloſſoms with WR Sa Bn ri 


40754 expreſs yoürfelf with. fo. much. good. hab, 


and true greatneſs of mind on 412 occaſion, that 
.nothi; . ſer your character in a more a- 


greeabl, light. The death of your friends ſeems: 


to AG le your thoughts | to: the unknown fe- 


pions, © 7% | #4 Fs IT 
With regard to yourſelf it mi ght be no diſad- 


ta uit the world ſo cath. To, ns in 
Sf 5 and all t e ſplendour of 9 of 


You,find, Madam, 1 am perſuading | you to die. 


with great, ompoſure. | I ſuppoſe. you. think your- | 
. ſelves bie to me for refigning my friends to 
their deſtiny wih ſo much calmneſs. and ſub- 
- miſſion ; but really i it is in mere charity to you, > 


For if you, grow wiſe ſo ſoon, I cannot imagine 
hou yon. will fill. up the tedious round of three - 
N 87705 and $60, if. Heaven, for the. 0 f 


Ae. | 


"Add wary fen a N 

the; joys of paradite, 0 Want bien a be 4 

for the, moſt tiifling of thoſe amuſements whick 

you deſpiſe! 2 * I vou think ſo juſtly o | 

this world; and the next. 1 M 

manner of like to. which your quality ponfines” 
you, excites: my pſy 5 — Jou may | 


| Cl diſpenſe with me for 1 . 57 ny er is hei t. 


arity, While you 19 oft.cviry - 
body's envy. . But be as happy 2 as e world can 

"make you, it isall ue eri and dreaming z and, 

a> Mr. Law: ſays, '« being amuſed with a Vain fuc- WW 
* ceffion of ſhadows.” 2 e Any 


This quotation you may imagine,. is te new 


my great readiag. When I am writing to bι., I 
would indeed ſhine with every are ; but the 
| nt eee * he 8 1 05 


1 AA 25 a 44 3 
3 e 3 
8 * 


5 * T K vil.” ee 
MAD, 15 ung 6 ff = 55 : 3 FR ESP 
Ti Fibd it is Sunn a very ene motive tha 

makes me write to you, 1 my deſign being te 
"fort an anſwer. If you had but fo much Gde. 
reſted charity, as io write without expecting a reply. 
I ſhould certainly receive the favour with the ut- 
moſt gratitude and modeſty. However, it is Vell 
"that you indulge my talent of impertinence, and 
"never ſtrictiy isfiſt on common fenfe,” 0 
21 preſent I cabnot entertain miyfelf, much 1h 
The creation ſeems to an varlety; and 
"am pe in: inclined to cry for more worlds; as 
Alexander the Great wus; Wel 9 is for 
| the fake of novelty : For 1 have little ambition, not 
enough to leave you in ous, er to A 


advantage... 1x oy WITH Ht 


of imaginary character, and 


* 


's ee | find in others 

- virtues 43 cally poſſeſs themſelves. 
My letter is of a 
will now gladly diſmiſs 
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˙ LÞ /, GG 
Was o far from thinkio your letter the effect 
of the ſpleen, that I was perſuaded it was 
written in one of your gayeſt intervals. To a 
mind turned like yours, the thoughts of death muſt 
be all ſerene and agreeable. I fancy you will be 
pleaſed with theſe lines, which Monfieur Menard - 
. to be written" over his cloſet · door“. 


n x U 


a d eſpirer & de me plaindre, eee 
5 amour des grands et du fort; © 
N or ici que j attends la mort. 
Sans la dejirer, ou la-craindre. © 5 


— - : No x, : 4 Z PI; 
* ? * 


. * Weary'd with. hoping and bewailing, . ; 

+++ » - Por love of fortune and the great; 0 1 

, No wiſh or fear of Death prevailing, e 
Its coming preſently I wait. 


Let. 2. IEKTTERS TO THE AUTHOR. 133 
C' bien le caractere, le plus beau, & le plus rare 


gu on peut avoir : 60 This character is the beſt, ; 


* fineſt, and moſt rare that we can poſſibly have.“ 
But the eternal hurry that attends an exalted ſta- 
tion, needs a higher pitch of virtue to keep the 
mind in a proper temper to meet our diſſolution, 


than is generally atrained ; and dying in pomp, 


gives a thouſand terrours to the fatal period. 


Had I been born ſome humble villager. 
And in a peaceful cottage paſi'd my days, 
. Far from the guilty pageantry of courts, 
In innocence my life had tatmly paſs'd, 
And with a ſmile I might reſign my breath, 


The world has, I think, as few charms for me, 
as for moſt people of my age; but I muſt own, I 
feel a ſort of a reluctance to part with every thing 
below, and a dread to enter on thoſe unknown 
regions, from whence none return to tell us what 
they find. LE bee 0 NT 

Betwixt the whiſtling of the wind, and the roar- 


ing of a fall of water, I have at preſent a ſolemn _ 


and agreeable concert ; and cannot help addrefling 
myſelf with Mira to the winter. "32 
To-thee my gently-drooping head T bend, 
_ Thy ſigh my ſiſter, and thy tear my friend; 
On thee I muſe, and in thy haſt ning ſun 
See life expiring, ere 'tis well begun; 
Thy fick'ning ray, and venerable ghom, 
Show life's laft ſcene, the ſolitary tomb, © 
| __ CLEoRA, 
— — 


„„ SELLS 
to the ethereal regions? Am I addrefling a mortal, 
| M OO or 


HITHER ſhall 1 direct for you? Are you 
{till an inhabitant of the earth, or aſcended 


* 0 
0 — 
—— ——üH— u— —ʒ4ä——— — I 


8 VO "ror — roms l 


or 40, gg lie 2 Ia what; language. muſt 1 
ſpea ? If you are ſtill in this world, I am deter- 
ried to moleſt vou; and I hope this letter will 
* find you in. the midſt of ſome agrecable reverie, . 
and chaſe the gaudy viſion from your fancy. 

I cannot praiſe your virtue in becoming a re- 
cluſe, and getting 4 victory by a 8 3 
I would have you raiſe your ch venturing 

into this wicked town, and by eſpiſi og. the Yorke 
in the midſt of its dazzling temptations. 

Jo read a treatiſe of devotion, inſtead wy anew | 

- play, and preſerve your ſerious temper, furround- | 
ed with vanity and diverfions, would be a more 
heroical part, than enjoying an inglorious tran- 
-quillity among urls denne. and . mea- 
dows. - 

Befides, here would be the addidon' of mortifi-. . 
cation to heighten. your virtue: For. you would 
ſcarce find the cryi ng of of. ſmall-coal as harmonious a 
ſound, as 'the warbling of ni ghtingales ; nor the. 
ſmell of ſea- cal ſmoke, as fragrant A . ceath of 
Opening \ violets and primroſes. f 1 

But my.compatiſons are ſo much to 5 . 
tage of the country, that I am afraid you will ſuſ- 

_ pet my advice to be the effect of envy: And I had 
as good throw off a diſguiſe, and own that at pre- 
ſent my -way of living is a ſories e 
and were it to continue, 5 ATR 


Far rather would I in 7 bumble „ 
Diſtant from all that's gay, for ever . 
Than wafie my flying hours, and thus vide © 

My time, tuixt Folly, calumny, and fo 
Ste trifling, thus debaſe the gift o. ſen e 
And live 2 pf 995 of dull impertin ; 


I have not yet had the curiofity to ſee the new 
Opera. The weather is ſo hot, that I think thay” | 
groves and cryſtal ſtreams more refreſhing than a 


ended . Indeed the town was never more 
' Giagrecdble 


A 


« 


Let: 4. LETTERS 0 THE AUTHOR. * 4 
diſkgreeable to me than now. I wiſh T. knew r ; 
ther it proceeds from being more wiſe, or more 


- ed 


dull; I am afraid of the latter: For as to an in- 
creaſe of wiſdom, I eps Jam ſeni ee of it 
in any other inſtan eme. | 

The greateſt happineſs, perhaps, iner can vpe 1. 
tained 1 this world, is- only inſipid indolence, and | 
not any real pleaſure. Ho different does it prove 
from thoſe gay viſions that youth forms to ſelf, 
When it firſt launches out into che flattering ocean 
How ſoon do tempeſts of trouble and "confuſion 
riſe, while pothingis ſo common as the deſire of 
_ life ; ; My yeb HOW men. a 3 of Mankind 


dete of th cr ; 
oY ls. % 3 


2 x 
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EETTER III. 


Be ou net to write any more on Lill ut . 
| 1 _ almoſt afraid to LNG your Fm ” = 
of finding, after a reſpectful margine, Madam at 
the top, and your name at the bottom, and track- 
leſs waſtes of blank Pa) r between, for me to fill 
up at my leifure; e a 
Jou will, be ſurp riſed-"tb; find, habe a Hime 
when my health is  declinlng, I ſhould be planting 
trees and laying out walks, as if T thought Fhad . 
two or three hundred years to enjoy them. Inet 
not aſſure you I have no ſuch expectations; but it 
lives me an innocent delight, to form theſe ſylyan | 4 
cenes in an irregular. manner, and with a ſecres | 


are o imitate nature in her negligent appearance. 1 of 
— NM 4 i 1 have ö 


— 
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mende as ever Diocleſian was. 


| 85 4 

FREY no giants in yew; nor tygers or b 1 
holly ; but inſtead of them, firs. and pines, that 
grow juſt as Nature deſigned them: ; and d fo. in 
mixed with woodbines, ſyringae, and other f 


| thrubs, that in a few months they will be a 50 4 


wilderneſs of ſweets. EW 
be ſatisfaction 1 take in this underta FR 
makes me often faney I am not Gacere in my 
thoughts of ſoon leaving it. I am as buſy in my 
garden, and as much R with the 4 ant 


"$entoqualche fupidit che me. impodiſer-dbgadere- 
una vita nella corte plena di ſplendbre e cermonja 


| tanto, che quella chi fi trova nella _ 1 
gloria & ſenza turhenza *, * ene [e 


Every plant that flouriſhes gives me a pleaſure, 
and every drooping tree infects me «with languiſh- 
ing: I watch every decay-ameng my flowers, as . 
celehrated beanty would do. grey hairs, or wrinkles. 
I have two or three ſheep that 2 me 8. 


much as le Berger Extræuagunt's did him : 


And were I to indulge my rural delights, and re- 


tuen no more to the noiſy town, 1. hould fall inta- 


* moſt ſoothing and IN "m— PE: - 


bs Come Anse Ins, come; jr”) wth Rs 


| 2 The blooming woodbines, and the fr rant ing. . 


Together oer the flow'ry 72 of we'll rope, _ 
or fit beneath the ſbelter of the xe Sp | 
While flocks upon the 0 arou 

And echoes to the fireams their voice repeat 
Among the willews in a gloomy ſbade 

By nature farm d, there ruſbes a caſeade.;. 


1 feel within me a-bindiof ſtupidity, which, bin- 
ders me to enjoy that happineſs at a court taken up- 
with ſplendour and ceremony, chat Tirelifh.m a ch 
* e N 


— 


hn 8,58 : 8 4 
Upen. 
* 4 
5 * 


SS I * 


P. ſeem at prefe „ 1 ins 
Peking fe the ns. 8 than _ 
their own laſt; and appear to e in anxiety 
for a ſeat in tho. d mein 
Paradiſe. #7 3 

J was laſt nig be with” 525 kinks f 19 
followed us. Bie, in the n malt of this gaiety,. your 
letter was not the on only hits that put me in ige 
of mortality, I had ſuch a violent pain in my 
head, that neither the wit af the company, the 
ſoftneſs of the muſic, nor the beauty of the even- 

ing, could give me any ſincere 5 615 i plea» . 
fars'be th Tot of man , it muſt be in { gimnething be- 
yond'the grave; for; on this fide” conf ant Epe 55 
rience tells us, all is'v Fanftyy p. 5 7 
But tHis confefflon has hardly any influence on: 
human conduct: For eople in a high rank muſt * 
often act againſt their reaſon, to avoid 1 * 
thought unfaſhionable; and, for fear .of bein 
thought mad by the modiſh world, muſt act i in 2 
manner which they are ſenſible is being ru o, 
to keep * vogne. de chair. polite -<omtetnpora- . 
ries,” :- TITTY, 

I cannot | Bath chinking with-rgſelf, chat it a 
being endued with reaſon, and a capacity of judge - 
ing, (an inhabitant of another planet, and an utter 
ſtranger to our nature), could take a view of our 
actions, he would be at a loſs what to imagine we 

were; and had he no infornier, hut were to judge 
by our conduct, he would certainly either ima - 

gine that we were a ſpecies who were inſured al- - 
ways to live in the world we now inhabit; .or elſe, 
that, * enjoying ourſelves here as long as we 
Io 7 could 


i 


133 —LETTERS.MORAL, Ce. | Part 1. . 


could, we were to · be inſenfible for ever; vithout ä 
dhe leaſt expectation of a- future Judgement, pu- 


withument, or reward: 


You would hardly make an apology-for defiring. 
me to write to 2 if you knew how much' Pleas. 
ſure the yn on gives to, © | 
; | Thurs. ans 1 * 
1 e 
5 N 


I. ET T E R v. 1285 


E news of my Lord — death 1 Bo. 
great a ſhock to me, that I want all your ar- 
ments apainſt:long life; to reconcile me to the 
ortneſs of his, at the latter end of ſeventy: years. 
1 have much ado to think that he did not die too —- 
young, ſince he had ſtrength enough to endune 
the moſt: exquiſite torments. I loved him moſt 


| fincerely as a relation, and eſteemed him as a moſt. 
„valuable and faithful friend. My thoughts are 


moment; ki cannot forbear fo] 


ET employed about him-; A grieve for” | 
my own loſs, and rejoice at his gain in the ſame 
ing him with. 
my ſpeculations to the manſions of eternal. peace, 
and enquiring with Mr. Tickell, 1 verſes on the- 
death of Mr. Add. fon, 


In what neu region to the ju n-. 9 67 
H#hat new — te pleaſe th — 2 mind? 
A winged virtue, thro' the ethereal] ſhy, 4 
From tar ld to world unueary d does he fly F 
Or curious trace the long laborious may 
Of Heaven's decrees, where wond*ring angels gaze? 
ces he delight to hear bold ſeraphs tell 
How Michael battled, and the dragon | 1 
Or, mix'd with milder cherubim, 10. 2 
In hymns of love Fon _— 


I cannot help fancying, how his ſoul is ee 
to md itſelf at liberty, and no- longer * to 
g at 


nyt 

pomp of celeſtial — Wi What. pF har Ain 5H 

aze upon the ſkies, while "they unfold their 

poll eds. treaſures! and with what joy and won- 
der obſerve the planets in their.courſes, and. look 

into all the deep philoſophy of heaven]! With what - 

attention liſten to the ſongs of angels, while they: 
tune their golden lyres to the praiſe. of God and of 
dhe Lamb! And how will his heart overflow with 

ratirude to his Saviour, while he reflects on what 
ſuffered to purehaſe theſe of mage for him! _ 
When 1 conſider the advantages of his change, * 
* blame my grief: And yet who can forbear to la- 


ment the. beſt of friends, the honeſteſt of men, and 


the moſt agreeable companion chat ever was; eſpe - 
cially in an age. like this, where fo little hononr, 
friend ſhip, and: fincerity, are to be found? But I. 
am not going to write a ſatire. upon mankind, and 
therelonn will ſay no * but that 
| n. yours, | 1 8 
TOY or Pager _ Crrona. 


& E TT * R VI. Rios 
4 + Exubinva,: e M | 
7.OU atk. me, my dear Clorinda, hacer ren: 
1 ſoa of the deep melancholy you obſerve in 
"me? and are amazed to ſee how little reliſh I have 
for the things which amuſe other people of my 
age and. quality. Your Partiality for me makes you 
fancy that my indifference is the reſult of a good 
underſtanding z. and that the force of my 1 85 
ment has been able to fubdue my paſſions. | 
alas how are you. miſtaken ! My en pro 
. er 


—_—_ 


FTT AE 


reds omg ahb e Why Aeon r love; 
| 4 dr hong phe” WG ayes. N to, a. 


" When .T look 2 0 all 1 my ine "Ig 4 3 5 
ft only comfort the review ,: 3 ry * 6 
oy 0/4 that they're paſt.n canes 
For thro their courſe 1 cannot recatht © 9 © 
One free from. Ke Flt th wilt, or e, TINY 
Tes Laa Hl thro' the ſame paths Tftra W 
- And 7400 venture on the-dang'rous road ; 3 2 6 5 
itb open eyes, like one afleep 7 enen 
8 iat the cup, altho' 1 Ano. tit prion 4 e 
hy am 1 led thus captive by n y wall, ol rele 
_ While . faithful guide, 2 ever aper 3 ung . 
* drowſy ſoul, to ſhun impending danger? (ral 
This nigbt may be my laſt; I ne er again 
| May ſee the dawning of another mor; 1 
© Shall 1 forego the joys of heav'n,. ta ſet ( 
 A*wayward fancy, ar deftruttive paſſion ? 755 4 44 
Ab, nol bet ev'ry J Poult an 5 feta. 
To break the yoke ! reaſon, reſume thy . W i 
And calm theſe wild diforders of my. an 
And bend it to th obſervance of thy laws! - 
Inſpire my. ſoul with ev'ry heav'nly n 
And ſbou me wiſdom's paths ! direct my feds, -. 
Mor leave me thus benighted ö 


Ter. eff Mn . BEI, 


4 


There is not in nature a 1 greater contradidion 5 


than my thoughts and actions; and it is impoſſible 
for me to account why they are ſo. 1 purſue the 

leaſures of the wo cla, 

ow them to be flectiog and worthleſs. I diſtract 
myſelf about the opinion of the public, though I 
deſpiſe the injuſtice of its cenſures. I cannot for. 
bear repining at my unhappy circumſtances, in ſuf- 
fering myſelf to be tormented with the ingratitude 
of ſome whom I thought my friends; nor weeping 
; 8 I indulge a A e though 1 I , 5 


at the ſame time that-I 


Let. 7. 10 THE AUTHOR. | 
22. Ce ly. will: my glaſs of Hie be-run, 8 
And with it all-my-oys-and; '+ 4... 
Then I na more ſball feel Lave's cruel IM 


But cold and peaceful t the grove retire"; 
No-mere ſball weep fer the licentiqus wron 2% 


Of fudgements E or r Jeourge. o 4 fland rous ; 


Fongues. | 


And yet, not even this "ibaa me with 


_ patience. I am uncafy with my faults, OE 
correcting them; and . duty, wich- 
out practiſing i 1 act contrary to my higheſt res- 
ſon, and turn rebel to the, eee of ay on 
judgement. - | 

After this. account af: me, it not mend” 
that I retire as much as. I can from noiſe and — 
ry; though no ſhade is gloomy enough to hiden 

folly from my eyes, nor any retreat calm ano 

to. lull 9 paſſions. However, Ido not et 
of conquer theſe vexations, by the alliſtanee of 
religion, and the grace of that God who willalways. 
be found by thoſe who ſeck A in —— 
ſenſe of r own uaworthin 
upon his meren. | 

Jam never in ſo. mhimical.a duden of minds | 
is the midſt of all my abſurdities, as 40 forget hat 
1 am, * nn. ——— 2 | 
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© My dear AENTRA, | "HEE 
G0. will be exrrentely alete, though „r. 


prifed, to hear, that, after languiſhing ſo ma: 


uy months, the  UnHaPPy. Teramizta, 30 ex- 


piredi 


* 


* 
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pired in my arms. The day before her death, the 
ordered every body, but me, to leave che room; 
. and deſired me to. ſit down: by her bed -ſide. Then | 
3 taking me by the hand, the poke ne W rr fol- — 
| Jowing manner. 2 
aw” I ſee, my faithful Emilia, that. vou are ile a 
| under the affliction which you ſuffer, to find, that 
| a few hours will deprive ou not only. of a fincere- 
4 _ and tender friend; but border a perſon. whom Jour 
| partiality iuclines you to believe 70: ſome merit. T 
| cannot leave you uñder this miſtake ; ; and go out 
of the world with the guilt of deceiving you. It is 
| not poſſible for me to let you waſte your tears for 
 _ Awretch who is unworthy of them. Yet let what 
_ Ehave ſuffered for my crimes, induce you to com- 
paſſion, and my hard fate warn vou to guard a-- 
Zainſt the firſt glimmerings of a' guilty paſſion: 
for that has been my ruin. You Enow Fwas mar- 
ried extremely young, and upon the faſhionable 
unhappy views of eſtate and titles. However, my 
Huſband's: merit, (which, to my eternal confuſion, 
IT muſt ever acknowledge), joined to his fondneſs 
for me, gained ſo far upon my heart, that, if I had 
155 not all the paſſion that attends love, I had all the 
55 rneſs of an exalted friendſhip | for him. In 
m calm ſtate I paſſed the firſt fix years of our 
marriage; and had ſeveral children by him. But 
then his public employment obliged him to in- 
quire for a perſon to aſſiſt him in the diſcharge of 
his office. He had a young man recommended to- 
= him for that purpoſe ; whom. he took into his 
—_ Htonſe. He had ten thouſand good qualities. He 
4 was juſt three and twenty, and perfect., „ 
at leaſt, to me he appeared fa. "ut x. 0 ſhould 1 
- deſcribe him to you; or ſtrive to conceal the temp- 
tation, while | own the guilt ? You. know the de- 
5 of my peace and his own. It. is the wretelr 
Alon zo. - He, had. not been long in the fami 
Wore K. began to have an ee for him, that 
4  frighted: 


e ß 
i % 1 


Lake me. Him name a 


expreſs my grief at this diſcovery:! My vows, my 


buſband's merit, my family, my fame, now ap- 


peared to me in their full force, and joined to 


rack me. I paſſed my nights in tears; and roſe 


more weary than I lay down. I flew to religious 
books for fuccour, but in vain; I had neglected 
the danger till it was irretrievable. I E | 


my houſe and gardens more like a guilty oboſt 


than a living creature. And, to add to my diſtreſs, 
I obſerved an unuſual melancholy i in the face _— 
dear Alzona. He was always in my way, alone a 

penſive. One evening, as I was ſtanding juſt with- 
-out the door, in the court before my how; ob· 
ſerving the moon and ſtars, which were ſhining in 


their full ſplendour, and wiſhing myſelf above thoſe 
glittering luminaries, that I might be no longer ſub- 


. ject to that criminal paſſion, which rendered my 


life a burden, I chanced to put my hands behind 
me. I had not ſtood long in that poſture, before 


1 thought T felt ſomething gently touch my hand 
and, looking round, I found it to be Alonzo; who, 


ſeeing me about to leave him, took one of. my 
hands, and, holding it betwixt his, preſſed it to his 


Weg with an air of tenderneſs:whielk pierced my 


ery foul. However, I was enough miſtreſs of 


„ to aſk him, what behaviour of mine had en- 
couraged him to hope, that I would endure ſo un - 
accountable an inſolence? He told me, that what 
he did was not the effect of hope, but of abſolute 


deſpair; that his miſery was grown to ſuch a height, 


that it was incapable of receiving any aggravation; 


and that though he loved me to diſtraction, he did 


not even entertain a wiſh, that I ſhould return a 


paion * ſo much 1 me; and chat if I could 


„ Torgive 


# + 
» 1 „ 


hear him mentioned, without lens, or 5 . 
him unpexectedly, without becoming as pale as 
aſnes; and, in a few months, I found my heart 
was entirely given up to him. What eloquence can 
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of miſery; I had liſtened to the declaration of a 
love forbidden by all the laws of heaven and earth, 


and contrary to every principle 


T N an? . 7 "pang — — 4 
if 
* 


ed him not only ruined in his peace 


I endured 


to peace, ſince I am ha 
joined with the paleneſs of his looks, diſarmed all 


ougght rather to have died than have uttered. 


8 . by 8 2 * ; Js >" nth r he 0 8 n : 4 
2 9 N 4 ue c . e 
% 7 a Is r ee N / Sade ee n 2 £ #3. \ * 9 Br H * of ("EPI 
4 1 n 7 KF? OIL N n * W 3 1 e we 0 ge 
* A N 8 „ 8 l > 

N A e "1 . . ET EA 
1 ” v 8 

- 5 * 

- ; 


144 LBTPBRS \" tk: 
forgive: the frenzy that had: t him to make 
this declaration, he would for the future obſerve 


nan eternal ſilence. At theſe words he burſt into 


tears; and I left him with the utmoſt precipitation,. 
to conceal a tenderneſs with neither the obligations þ 
of my duty, or any other reflection, were ſtrong 
enough to ſuppreſs: I was now ſunk to the depik 


of virtue which my 
education had: inſtilled on my ſonal. I knew not 


hat method to take to free myſelf and Alonzo from 


fo unhappy a ſituation. Sometimes I refolved to 
feign ſome cauſe of diſlike, and prevail with my 
huſband to diſcharge him. When Þ bad aut 
od all my aids of virtue; modeſty, and pride, and 
fancied myfelf able to make the dreadful propoſal, 
my paſſion brought back his idea to my heart; with 
all the charms of his mind and perſon, and repreſent - 
, but in his for» 
rune, by my ſeverity, Several months paſſed in this 
ſtate of anxiety, and he: religiouſly: obſerved his 
word, nor ever once mentioned his paſſion; but: 
at: laſt the diſorder of his mind iro him into a 
vr and his life was deſpaired of. Judge what 
upon this occaſion. However, conſci- 
ous modeſty hindered me from going near him in 


his illnefs, which laſted almoſt a fortnight. - But 


at laſt his youth, and the ſtrength of his conſtituti- 
on, overcame his diſeaſe, and he was able to get 
up the ſtairs that led to my apartment, and was at 
the door of it juſt as I went to call ſome of the ſer- 


vants. At that moment every good angel left me, 


and I could not forbear e ng my joy to find 
him able to leave his bed. Alus “ ſaid he, why do 
vou wiſh my miſery prolonged : ? Death is my only road 
you. Theſe words, 


my reſolutions ; conn I told him a ſecret, which 1 
I |, 
_ owned 
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owned my paſſion, and begged him to live for my } 
fake, if not for his own, He was amazed and o 
= verjoyed at this confeſſion, and ſoon recovered his 
I health. We now went on in a thoughtleſs road of 
pleaſure, and indulged our mutual paſſion, till at 
fact he preſſed me to give him the moft guilty | 
WH proofs of it; and ſtrengthened his intreaties with | 
all the arguments that ſo good an underſtanding | 
aſſiſted by the powers of hell, could inſpire. But 
as paſſionately as I-loved him, he could not, with | 
all his eloquence, eraſe the ſentiments of innate 4 
virtue, and convictions of religion, from my ſoul. 4 
I was not enough abandoned, but to look on adul k 
tery as a point of horrour not to be outlived: and | 
though I allowed him liberties, which I am now - 
convinced were - guilty, yet I always kept myſelf. 


from the laſt ſteps of vice ; and was fo happy, that | 
inſtead of my yielding to his arguments, he was con- 


vinced by mine, and afked pardon of God and me 
for the criminal deſign he had purſued. We now 
reſolved, by the ftriftneſs of our lives, to make 

what amends'we could for the errours we had fal- 

len into; and for the laſt three years have applied 
ourſelves ſerioufly to the ſecuring of our ſalvation. 

But we have never been able to conquer our un-ẽ—x 
happy paſſion, though we have fupprenizd the effects 
of it. It is this eternal contradiction, joined t6 the 
remorſe I feel for my ingratitude to the beſt of huſ- 
bands, which has brought me into the condition 
you ſee. ' Happy, if, by lofing my life, I could a- 
rone for my injuſtice! How gentle would my ago- 
nies appear, if, by their exce could hope, that 

they would be accepted as part of my puniſhment ! 
Whatever I could ſuffer here would be joyful to me, 
were I ſure it could entitle me to mercy hereafter,” 
Here ſhe fell into a fwoon ; but quickly revived, 
and lived till next day. About an hour before ſhe 
died, ſhe ſent for her huſhand and children, and 
took leave of them with great teiiderneſs; and then 

r 
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lying down as if ſhe would flcep, expired | in a few 
minutes. They are in vaſt affliction for her. But 
no words can paint the deſpair of Monza. He hag 
- deither ſpoke nor ate ſince her death; and ſeems 
| 37 perfectly ſtupified, that] fear his ſenſes are gone 
* eien, 
— Adieu, my dear Alnire! My rears flow. ſo faſt, 
that I can write no more. : 


Emitth.. 
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By the fome e 
My Lond, _ Vis 4 FS 37d 
Have at laſt taken the only means left me, „to free 
myſelf from your importunities, and the weax- 
neſs of my own heart, which argued but too much 
on your ſide. I found my fame, and every other 
conſideration, too light, when weighed in the ba- 
lance againſt your love: but the force of religion 
has turned the ſcale, and made me reſolve to _ 
the. remainder of my weeping days in a convent, It 
is in that holy retreat chat I hope to find the peace 
which I loſt in the world. You cannot be ſorry 
for this reſolution, when you conſider of it. For 
not all the polite maxims of thepreſent age are ſuf- 
ficient to diſcountenance virtue, or hring vice into. 
reputation; or could they revail in this world, 
would they be admitted at *s tribunal. Your. 
Lordſhip may call this bigotry, or any other name, 
which the levity of your fancy, or modiſh princi- 
ples, can inſpire you with.; but a day will come, in 
which you will find it ſacred truth; and you, will 
be glad, that, by ſhutting myſelf for ever from 
your ſight, I hindered you. from the guilt you have 
urſued, and put it out of your power to ruin me. 
t would be no very pleafing. reflection on your 


det bei, chat . had ſeduced A ſou] irom 1 
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paths of peace and virtue; and, to give yourſelf a 
faſhionable liberty, had entailed miſery and infamy 
on a family who have ſerved you with zeal and at- 
| feftion, What has my aged father left undone to 
ſupport your'intereR in the country? With what 
_ tenderneſs did my mother educate your two young 
fiſters, who were committed to her care? And, 
in return, you would bring their only daughter to 
the laſt degree of ſin and ſhame. This may be gen- 
teel, but ſurely it is not noble. How falſe are your 8. 
ſentiments of honour and juſtice ! You thought it 
would be a reflection on your character, to marry 
Into a family ſo much below yon in birth and for- 
tune; but are gs aſhamed to —_— thouſand o- 
bligations (pardon me, my Lord ; for great as you 
=; I mut cal them ſuch) with the higheſt injury. 
And though you have not fucceeded in your gut 
as to that, you robbed two ancient fervaiits, nay, 
friends of yours, of the joy of their eyes, and de- 
_ Fight of their age, their only child; _— yore” 223 
' licentious love, is forced to ſrelude herſelf from 
them, and the whole world, for ever. 1 dread to 0 
think how they will ſupport this afffiction. bleka 
letter on the table to acquaint my mother with my _ - 
retreat; but concealed: the eauſe, for your fiſter's 
fake; fince ſhe 2 perhaps reſolve to diſcharge 
herſelf from an office which ſhe has er With. 3 
fo muck care, and has produced her ſo eruel a re- 
quital, - Let the forrow you- brought upon my pa- 
rents content you, and do not carry ruin into ano- 
ther family. Why ſhould au employ the fineſt 
underſtanding, and the moſt graceful. perſon, to 
promote the cauſe of hell? And. why muſt the 
rank, power, and wealth, which were given ou 
to diffuſe happineſs all. around you, only ſerve to- 
make you: capable of ſplendid. miſchief ?; 
l I am now in a ſanQuary, where I cannot be the 
entertainment of your idle hours; and where. the 
time I ſpent. ia liſtening to you, ſhall now be em-- 
. 8 NE wats” 
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© — in praying for your reformation. The tears: 
which I have often poured out in vain, to diſſuade 
| you from your- guilty enterpriſe, ſhall. be ſhed: be- 
fore God for your fins. For though. you have u · 
ſed me with the utmoſt cruelty, your etcrnal.wele 
fare will * be the tendereſt concern of. 
* The unhappy. ANASTASIA.. 


LETTER . 
7 LEONORA, . 


T Have been on hs very borders of the grave, and 
have for ſeveral months endured all the pains 
and languiſhments of a dangerous illaeſs. But it 
has pleaſed God to reſtore me to ſo telerable a mea - 
ſure of health, that I am now able to think at 


write again. And with what pleaſure do-I feel my- 
ſelf once more at eaſe Il. 

How ungrateful are the. generality of e . 
while they enjoy this bleſſing! and how ſeldom. 
(when they are well) do they Seflet on the incon - 
venience and faintneſs, the wearineſs and pains- 

which attend a fickbed ? I never was ſenſible what 
I owed to God for my health, till L came to want 
it. While my blood flowed with an even uninter- 
rupted courſe in its channels, and my arteries an 
| finews were able to perform their ſeveral functions, 
I overlooked that mercy which had fontrived them 
for thoſe operations. But as ſoon as they were obi. 
ſtructed, I was ſenſible of their value. Aod while 
I ſickened at the ſight of my food, I envied the pea- 
fant, whoſe health enabled him to earn his dinner 
=__ - - with the ſweat of his brow; and while F was in tor- | 
_ : ment in a ſtately apartment, and reſtleſs on a bed of 
down, how joyfully would I have exchanged con- 
ditions with the hind, who, in an humble cottage, 
was ſleeping on ſheaves of; ſtraw! How readily 
would I have parted with all the vanity of airy ts _- 
S8 
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tles, all the advantages of riches and 1 to 
: purchaſe health! health which gives reliſh to every en- 


joyment, and, like the rays: of light, diffuſes — 
upon every object When I -was ill, the beauty 

the creation was effaced to me : Tfound no longer 
harmony in the ſounds of muſic, nor joy while the 


ſun poured his meridian glory; but turned my eyes — 


from the intolerable luſtre, and withed — the 
ſhades of night to veil his radiance: I had no plea- 
ſure in ſeeing every thing round me flouriſh, While 
Lwhithered and decayed. The birds that warbled' 
near my window, ſeemed to ſing my funeral dirge; 
and every fly that buzzed in wy. chamber, ſounded 
like an alarm to judgement, When night came, I 
conſidered that probably I might never {ce day-light © 
again till the morning of the reſurrection dawhed 
upon the earth: And when I was drowſy, and i in- 
elining to ſleep, I imagined that'I: ſhould perhaps 
never wake, till J heard the voice of the archan gel, > 
and the ſound. of the laſt trumpet ; nor lift up my 
bead, tilt 'F ſaw the Son of Man coming 'in the 
clouds, with power and great glory. This near 
proſpect of death and judgement has put the worlck 
- — all its gaudy vanities, into à juſt light, and has* - 
convinced me of the falſity of human comforts. 
And T have reaſon to blefs Gd, who his given ine 
ſuch an opportunity of ſeeing things as ther really 
are; and, by making me ſenſible of the ſmall eon- 
| fol: dlatiom that all the earth can afford iti che tithe of 
neſs, and at the hour of death; has directed my 


eyes and hopes to heaven; and made me know the 


oy of thoſe hours which were too often waſted + 
ilt or folly. And believe ne, Leonora, you 

I ſome rinſe or other be ſenſible of this important 
truth. Ybu'are not more ſecure of years to come 
than I appeared th be before this illneſs' ; and will 
find the ſplendour of a court, and all the flatteries 
of life, miſcrabte comforters upon a ſick- bed. The 
pleaſures of this world will withdraw, and nothing 
| mam wich 8 but a ſenſe of your paſi conduct 
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and when you find yourſelf ready to quit the ſtage, 
vou will have no concern about any thing but how 


1 


* 


— 


you have acted your part. LODI Te ED 
3 I am ſtill very weak, though perfectly at eaſe ; 
-- -  andI could be fatisficd to remain ſo always, rather 
than hazard being again a flave to my paſſions 
| and pleaſures. I am, with all imaginable ſince- 


NA, 


RO: LETTER X. 
JJC ooo 
1 Told you, ſome time ſince, that my affairs would 
oblige me to pals this ſummer at my eſtate in the 
weſt; I have been at it theſe ſix weeks. I brought 
no company hither but Cleomedon; who is ſo fond 
of his ſtudies, that J feldom ſee him, unlefs it be 
at meals; but then. he is always ſprightly and 
cheerful. And at other times I entertain myſelf | 
either in the park or gardens; which afford meſo M.- 
much amuſement, that I never find the day tro 
I cannot forbear repeating to you an adventure 
which I met with a few days ago.——As I was ri- 
ding over ſome of my farms, I came to the brow 
of an extreme high hill, from whence I had the 
proſpect of the m Fi beautiful valley imaginable, It 
was full of woods, and watered with a large river: 
m fome places it run very broad and ſtraigkt, in o- 
| thers it was more contracted, and flowed in a thou- 
fand windings; ſometimes it was loſt among the | 
woods, and roſe again with freſh beauty, as it run 
through the flowery lawns, I was fo charmed with -- 
| the fight of this ran ſcene, that I longed to e 
In it. But the difficulty was, how to get down the. 
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' Kill ; for that fide next the valley was quite perpens, 


dicular, and fo rocky, and covered with words, E 
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tar it ſeemed unpaſſable. However, 1 diſmount - 
ed; and, leading my horſe; found a narrow winds . - 
ing, by whick'1 made a ſhift to get to the bot 
of the hill; at the foot of which was a. delightful 
plain, here and there interſperſed with eresdiag 
oaks, beech. and fycamore trees. Here I Had the 
pleaſure to obſerve the fpring of the river that wa- 
tered that beautiful valley. It guſhes out of the 
fide of the roek; and, after falling from one cleft 
0 another, a great height, rung even with the graſs 
through the plains and woods. I now gov on 


horſeback again; and, following the courſe of the 


river about three or four furlongs, I came to a low 
houſe, behind which there was a plot of trees, and 
defore a little court, which had no other fence than 


à laureF-hedge, breaſt-high. Fhere was a little 


On which ſtood open, and the neatneſs of the 
wm tempted me to go in; which I did with the 
tter aſſurance, becauſe L imagined, by the appears 
ance and ſize of the houſe, that it was not inbabit- 
ed by any perſons of diſtinction. I troflſed: the 
court without ſeeing any body: ; and came into a 
hall, the neatneſs of which is not to be deſcribed. 
But 1 own I was ſurpriſed to ſee a harpſicord, upon 
which lay ſome muſic-ooks. I had the : 
to look into them; and found ſome of chem were 
= airs, but the greater part hymns and anthems. 
here lay on the table two large folios of maps, 
and upon the ground T obſerved a pair of very fine 
globes. A furniture ſo different from what I ex- 
pected, made me uncertain whether I ſhould follow 
my curioſity, which led me to go up a ſtair · caſe 
at one end of the hall; or go —— diſturb- 
the owners of the houſe, who I now began to be- 
lieve were of a different rank from what I at fir 
imagined; and yet it was inconceiveable to me how 
any perſons of diſtinction ſhould be in ſuck a houſe 
My curioſity at laft prevailed, and went up. But 


when I came near the top of the ſtairs, I beard a 
| | : Ps * ; 
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perſon th with great juſtneſs, in a cleat᷑ voice 
which ſeemed to be a woman's. LI ſtopped a little 
to liſten to her; and at laſt, turning on my right 
hand, I obſerved. a door which ſtood half open, 
from whence I imagined the voice came. I drew 


near it. without any noiſe, and could fee a grave: 

| . looking woman of about fifty, who was read- 
aloud to two. very beautiful young ones, who 

were at work, embroidering flowers on white ſilk. 


They were dreſſed alike in white ſattin waiſtcoats, 


and brown luteſtring petticoats; and: upon their. 


heads fine laced caps, made like thoſe of che'comn 


mon peaſants. They had-an air of innocence art 5 


modeſty, greater than I. ever ſaw. She who appcar- 
ed the elder of the two, bad dark hair; and — 


moſt blooming complexion · imaginable,. She was 


rall; and finely, ſhaped; and- might have paſſed for 


an inimitable. beauty, had: not the ydung creature 


who ſat. by her. ſhewed that. ii was poſſible even to- 
ſurpaſs her. Her hair. was almoſt- flaxen, aud herr 


1kin could ſcarce be equalled by any poetical ſimile : 
the: had large blue eyes, and her eye · brows and! 


eye · laſhes were a dark brown ; ſhe hada ſweetneſs- 


ia her countenance which would have difirmed a 


tyger of its rage. I had conſidered them hut a fe- 
moments, when the: who ſeemed the elder of the 
young women looked up, and ſeemed-ſurpriſed at: 


the fight-of a: ſtranger.” However, ſhe roſe with 


great civility, and ſaid, Madam, here is a gentle | 
4 man, who, I believe, would - ſpeak with you,” * 
I was:then ſo confounded, that I neither knew how 
to retire, or-make an excuſe for ſo -unaccountable - 


a viſit, But the eldeſt of. the ladies aſxed me to 


come. in, with ſo benign . and «cheerful an aſpect. 


that it gave me courage to own the occaſion of my: 
intruſion, and aſk. a thouſand pardons ſor it. 10 


which ſhe anſwered, That my curioſity: was its 
«© own puniſhment, ſince it had made me take ſo 


« much. pains, to ſee what was ſo little worth it. 


— 3 
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„ as her retirement.” I had now time to view 
the room they were in. It was hung to the top of 
the chairs, with fine Indian. matting ; above which, 
all round the room, were ſhelves filled with books; 
and upon looking into them, I found them to be 
an admirable cbllection of hiſtory, divinity, and 
travels. There. were a few books of the beſt philoy 
ſophy, and ſome plays. There were upon ſtands, 
ſeveral baſons of flowers; and, in ſhort, every, 
thing was ſo elegant and- charming, that I began to 
fancy myſelf in an inchanted; habitation, and could 
not forbear expreſſing my defire.to know how peo» 
ple of ſo extraordinary a. genius came to live in ſo 
very retired a manner? Which the elderly lady 
perceiving, told me, that. if I had patience, ſhe 
would give me a faithful account of it. She ſaid, 
her butband: was the heir of a noble family; chat 
his name was Theanor, by whom ſhe had wa 
daughters, which were the young women I ſaw'; 


that her huſband” died when the eldeſt was: betwint 3 


eight and nine years old, and left great debts. In 
vain did ſhe apply to his rich relations ;. they would 7 
not affiſt her: So that ſhe found herſelf either o- 
bliged. to alter her way of living, or leave his debts- 
unpaid ; which, though tlie laws did not force her 
to ſatisfy, {be thought herſelf bound: to do, by all 
the rules of juſtice: and. honour.. She therefore 
diſcharged all. ler ſervants, except two maids,. and 


an ancient clergyman, ' whom ſlie kept to inſtruc *' 


her daughters. With this.ſmall' family ſhe retired | 
to this houſe, where ſhe ſaid flie had: lived up- 
wards of fifteen years. She paid her huſpand's 
debts in the firſt ſeven; but had found ſo much 
peace in that ſolitude, that ſhe was loath to quit it, 
and had the pleaſure to find both her daughters in 
the ſame mind. I could not forbear aſking how 
they amuſed themſelves in ſo abſolute a retreat, and 
in what manner they divided the day? In anſwer 
to * ſhe told me, that ORs. they ſeldom 
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went Abet ; and that when ſhe had given me an 
account of one day, ſhe told me their whole courſe | 
of life for the laſt fifteen years. Y 
As ſoon as we riſe,” (ſaid the), be meet iu 
1 little chapel "ab Wis where the clergyman 
I mentioned to you reads prayers to us, and we 
<« fing a pſalm. After this, we have our break- . 
„ faft ; and my daughters amuſe themfelves with 
: 0 their muſic or painting, as they like beſt, N 
I am buſied with the affairs of my . A 
n bout eleven o'clock we go into a room, where 
c we prepare medicines for the poor, who cannot 
* afford better help, and there have a preſs filled 
with cloaths for them of all ſorts: And in the 
"« drawers under, are Bibles, and other books of 
# devotion ; that while we take care of their bo- 
© dies, their ſouls may not be entirely neglected, 
Here we ſpend our time till we are ready to dreſs. 
« for dinner. After dinner, my daughters play 
on the harpſichord, and ſing, or ſometimes we 
* only converſe till we have a mind to come up 
% hither, where one of us conſtantly reads while 
* the others work. In the evening, we walk tilt 
% ſupper ; after which, we call our little family, 
* and end the day as we begun i it, in praiſin God, 
& and imploring his protection.“ 5 
T told her, I was no longer ſurpriſed that they 
& liked their way of living, fince it appeared to me 
* to be ſuch as muſt entirely ſecure them from all 
* kinds of diſcontent.” _ 
They none of them anſwered to this ; and, up- 
on looking up, I ſaw the face of the eldeſt daugh- 
ter dovered with tears. I expreſſed my concern at 
this ſudden alteration, and begged to know the 
occaſion of it. Alas!” (ſaid her mother), © this 
* unhappy girl is more to be pitied than you ima- 
* oine; and it is only on her account that I feel 
* f{orrow. About five years ago ſhe fell defperater 


3 in love with a young man, who was * 
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« wickedneſs ; though he is. not fo. himſelf ; for 


TO THE AUTHOR 155 
« ſq with her. But the misfortune was, that he 
«© was not only much below her in his fortune, 
* but of a family which are notoriþus for their 


C 


e his mother, who was perfeCtly virtuous, had in- 
* {tilled into him all the principles of piety and 


«© morality, They had long had a mutual tender- 


« neſs before I perceived it; but when I did, and 


* found how much Rofe/la's heart was fixed, it 


e ly, which ended in a dangerous ſickneſs, and I 


„ was given over by my phyficians. I then told 


« againſt a marrage, the apprehenſions of which 


__«« afflited me ſo that I fell into a deep melancho- 


had, in all probability, coſt me my life. She 


re fell on her knees by my bed-ſide, and, bathing 


* my hands with her tears, begged I would endea- 
_ «©: your to recover; for if ſomebody was to be the 
« victim of her unhappy paſſion, ſhe was reſolved 


„ jt ſhould be herſelf, fince death would be leſs 


terrible to her than offending me. 1 reoiced, - 
« and was ſurpriſed at her compliance, and hoped 

her affections had not been ſo firmly rooted as 1 
% ſince found, When I began to recover, ſhe 


ce begged leave to write to: Hphonſo, (for that was 


** the name of her lover), and give him an account 


“of the promiſe ſhe had made, and the reaſons 


6 which forced her to it. He received the news 


e with inexpreſſible grief, and the next day left 


e his father's houſe; to which he has never yet 


« returned, nor has any body heard of him. 1 


© have been ſo much touched with my daughter's | 


< ſufferings, and the patience with which ſhe en- 
« durecd them, without ver upbraiding me as the 


* cauſe of them, that I now wiſh as ardently as ſne 
does, to ſee him return; that I may have the 
«« pleaſure of rewarding her filial piety, by giving 


* her hand where ſhe long ago placed her heart.” 


She 


[4 LETTERS, 
She could not end this relation vithout Tears, 


a which her daughters accompanied her, 
Il on I was moved with om paffon at the ö 
73 of Roſella; and cannot take my thoughts from the 
N charming retirement, or forget che beauty of Me · 


| ö ia, which was the name © che younger daugh - 
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I ſtaid till it was dark, and d took my leave, 
extremely deſighted wich ſo -uncommon an adven- 
| ture. 5 Adieu. „„ 2 e e . 

e 8 «Eg BELLA UR. 
© - Vee the continuation of her ſlory in letter 12. part a. 
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Found a retreat entireh 40 m ſatisfaclion· 
The Po of my flight and concealment, 2 
are partly acquainted . 1. found wy father - K. 
| _ flexible in his reſoldtion of 'mai me 16 A ſo- „ 
Ol gteat Jiſtigction. one of his own prince = 
ringe ti - ; 2 
| Land that of edu | 4 


eie ines 15 | hi Gre I profeom. I se ́B? 
_ their” only child, carefully; - traded in hoſe ſacred _ 2 
_—_ truths,” w hich; by the aſſiſtance of Heaven, I will ' 4 
1 never ĩeboutce, le rather give bj "my dile to all 
0 Ahe*dazzting advantages- the wor can: dempt me — 
5 "wich, Jt; 15 for Np am a 'voluntarpcexile-from  - 
my father” s houſe; who, after my mother's death, 
in ed on wy religious liberty, reſtrained" me 
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from the publit worſhip, and forbid me reading 
my Bible. Theſe ſeverities, with · the French mate of +4 
he was treating for me, put me on the deſperate. 
adventure of privately, quitting his family, 80. 55 * 
curing my freedom in e humble diſguiſe: | | 
perfon on carth was Privy to my deſi Nga but 08 5-4 
relation of my mother's, a perfon of ſtrict honour | 
and piety; who Addouraged me to ſacrifice every 
thing, rather than renounce my faith, or bre 
7 peace with Heaven and my en Lonſcience: Ty 
I got the habit of a country- girl and, with this 
gentleman's aſſiſtance, was carried into one of the 
moſt fertile counties in England, till we came near 
a large farm-houſe, of which he had ſome know - 
ledge, and there he left me to make my own for- 
tune. I went on with cautious ſteps, till I came to 
the entrance of a ſquare court, ſurrounded with a 
edge of hawthorn in its full bloom. Here I met 
the miſtreſs of the family. She appeared young, | 
and, in a clean modeſt dreſs, was perfectly agree. 
able. There was ſomething in her aſpect ſo = 
and beneficent, that I could not help > being i 
reſted i in __ welfare, rom the firſt Lacan L 4 
5 dne was then Jealing out the remains ofa plend- 
fult able to a company of indigent p Heal 3; whe, - 
with lifted hands and 1 implored hea- EF. 
ven to reward her, in a thouſand bleſlings. „A ve- 
ry pretty boy and girl, with ſparkliog eyes, and . 
ſy cheeks, ſtood hanging on. her apran z Who, to 
mimic their mother, gave away all the Mile trea- 
ſure they had in their pockets to the beggars chil- 
dren ; and then fell a-crying, becauſe the. we 
not ſuͤffer them to pull, off their own ſhoes: and 
ſtockings, to give to ſome that were bare · footed. 
As ſoon as the had diſmiſſed her dependents, 1 | 
=; offered my ſervice; and told her the Liltreſſes to 
which I muſt be expoſed, if ſhe refuſed me. She 
| * wy concern was, unaffected; od ſeeing 
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me young, with the bloom of health in my „loc | 
(withour any of that impertinent caution 1 expect- 
ed), the agreed to.xeceive me into be ſervice. She 
then happened to want ſervant; x ther to ſhare- 
with, hey in-the management of a large family, than 
to be employed in any domeſtic drudgery. know 
not why, but ſhe, ſeemed pleaſed with me; and I, 
with equal content, entered my new ſtation, with- 
out any melancholy reviews, of my paſt grandeur,-. 
the dignity of my birth, or the delicacy of my edu- 
cation. The glorious motive for which I had re- 
igned the ſplendid vanities of life, gave an un- 
cakable alacrity to my mind, and filled it with 
5 ineffable . Mat ie from cee 
o ( 4 e 


Be theſe tele ia! ee daibe, 0 5 5 | yy 1 5 . 
And 1 the world,” with all its pomp,” ref ign. i 


1 di not fre my new maſter till the e. ening; 
when he came home, with a train, not of beaus 
and powdered footmen, but of induſtrious honeſt. 
labourers ;.ſome of his own houſehold, and others 

| ured b the day, whom he Ware paid at the 

cloſe oft it, A g that rule of the ſacred 8 
ture, Thou ſhalt not 7 e with the Do F an bire-- 
ling. He is a very grave man, twice the age of his 

| BY ; 2, perfon of great prudence and unhlemiſhed 
honeſty ; very hoſpitable. to ſtrangers, as geatle 
and compaſſionate «to his ſervants: : Copotry-buſi- 
— is his great eie in the management 'of 
which Heaven has bleed bim with wf ur 
proſperity;. and vaſt increaſe... 5 

The farm - houſe is indeed ſomeſhat antique, but 
ſpacious and pleaſant. A more agreeable ſituation 
cannot be imagined, nor a greater variety of ſilyan 
ſcenes deſcribed in poetty,. unleſs Mr. 'Thomſon's 5 
Spring and Summer Seaſens..could riſe in one in- 

chanting proſpect. The wide landſcape round is 


{ 
% 


all my maſter's property; his nowy, Hogks are 
093.” we rapging | 


"a 5 LETTER * 
ranging on the hills, his grazing a le 
through the plains : The mountains are crowned 
with che great Creator's bounty, and the ae, 
= made vocal with his praiſes. y: SI Chih X70 


ud plenty bring back 


Thoſe ſcenes of i innocence, ar 
- the patriarchat ages to my view, and give me a fort _ 
Sr pigus pleaſure. Methinks F' ſee the. plains'of . 
B covered with the wealthy "Hebrews flocks 
| and herds; or, ſhifting the ſcene for the fruicfut 
fields of Haran, the 1 Rachel following * 
her fleecy charge,. ſeems to come in view. 30 
and his reapers appeared to my fancy, in the. Joviat 725 
month of harveſt. In that cheerful ſcaſon, here 
was no wild riot, no rude intemperance 3 = 
but harmleſs merriment appeared among any o 
my maſter's domeſtics... As foon' as they enter his 
ſervice, he gives them a Bible, and. The Practioe of 
Piety; with, ſtrift orders, that they appear con- 
ſtantly on the Lord's day at the public worſhip, un- 
leſs they have fuch an cxrule as how | dare N LY 
the laſt tribunal... 3 
It will not be incretlible to one of your 1 der, 5 
that I can make myfelf eaſy, in a way of life fo dif- 
ferent from the 'galeries' of a court, to which T 
Have been inured. I am not only eaſy, but real 5 
happy. My miſtreſs, who has-a ſweeineſs of tem: 
per hot to be equalled, is fond of me; and leaves 
me, not to be idle, but, which is much better, to 
chuſe my on employment. You”know my ſta- 
ture is above the common height; and ſince # 
came here, T am rather grown taller, and ſome- 
© what more plump; ſo that, alittle bofineſs does me | 
no manner of harm. n | 
I have entirely put off ihe Ge lady, and all 1 2 
court airs. I. 1751 almoſt forgot L am an Earl's - | 
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Fo daughter; and ſhould ſtart at the found of Lady 2 
Frances. Inſtead of that, I am plain Neſalinda-. 
. without any other appellation,, but what the gentle 5 
'{ Tick now and then give gies of a Ae Wan — 


%. 
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or à proper damſe 3: with WE chal. am infinitely | 
lager Be Ga when: 1: Was an angel, or A 
goddeſs, and impiouſly addreffed. 3 In the ſtrains of 
_adoration. If ever I return to the modiſh world. 
1 muſt learn to dance again, having perfectly for- 
got to make my cn) J hape made but one 
cohrfe y fine e I came. and ihat wasto.a Nas : 3 
Eo ih iſe it as Tome ung law, and not finiffi- 
ed i in-th e twinkling "of an: $0 catched me by the 
hand, yerily Nellen I Was ſinking to the 9 
in a faäinting- fit. 'T am not turned Quaker; but 1 5 
have laid aſide all ceremony, and ca every body 1 
in 11855 village de by their Rh riſtian names; except my ; _ 
maſter and. miſtreſs, and the p parſon- of the pariſh ; 
whom I cannot paſs .by” NSgr telling you, he is 
a man of exemplary. piety;-of univerſal PREY, and - 
a great blefling to this place- wy 
My ſplendid diſtinction of bai the Fend Kr . 
vant as it gives me a pretenee to K ep my diſtance, 
and de de bé as reſerved ds think fit; fo 1 it frees me 
from any 'drud! gery but what is my own” choice; 8 ij 
worſt of. Which! is, rubbing a long. vaken table, = 
hat graces: the 5 and is kept as bright I++: = "I 
looking laſs.” M. J Saturday' s work, is drefling four 
or fix ſpacious; lee With pidnies, Bae, 
or branches of bays. Some part of my time, (and 
that moſt delightful) is ſpent in rambling the Felds 
with .my maſter 8 ben, the retey boy and gry” OG 
I: mentioned. - While they are following Wer mile + 
ſports, 11 give up my thoughts to forme innocent „„ 
very, or pipus meditation; to this che view of the = 
fair creation invites me. Here the preſent mo” 
ſeems ' to challenge a natural homage, while he 
cheers me in the or y of the ſun; refreſhes me in 
the fragrant breeze; 7 is beauty in the flowers of We A 
| field, and Hharmony- in 3 nightingale's e 
Wich a ſort of ecſtaſy, 1 repeated Milton's morn- A 
ing-hymn, to which the Tralian e gives 
new life and muſic. n n ; & 2 
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 Ghrioſe © re file tui be thi wefts © D eee Hh my 
Padre 7 bene omn Pale fon gu E 7% Aegi 10 5 —4 4 
See compoſto univerfal, 'cotanto © verde 
A mervigla bello; or qua'l e 
Ogęgetto di ftuper, 20 
r Is of 5 8 
am not always in the enn 2 1 foiled . 
deſcend to ae cowſlips and daiſtes, or purfue | 
fone gaudy butterfly, with niy pretty companions 
or pleaſe myſelf with dreſſing up their: fine flaxen 


hair with tufts of flowers. 


Theſe you will think are el gone amuſg⸗ I 


ments; 4 if I ſhould tell you 1 have an amour, 75 1 


altogether as guiltl: e Jed Lady Soppta, woul 
you not believe me? I ſuppoſe you will alk me, i if. 
my charms have captivated the lord of the manor; 


or a juſtice of the guorum, or the high ſheriff, of 


the county. Alas! my ambition ſleeps: 1 ſhould; | 


not aim at theſe. lorious conqueſts, not even in my 
beſt apparel; and, in that, I'muſt tell you, I am 48 


fine as any ſhepherdeſs j in an Opera. But if you was 
to ſee the gentle youth that I have, the vanity to. 
think ſighs for me, you world believe- him ſome 


Poetical form: He is fo elegant, fo. beautiful, that 


when he appears, the ſcene is all Arcadia; and {ex-- 


cept a certain perſon with a ſtar: and. garter he is 
the handſomeſt youth that ever your; eyes b held. 
Nor will yon wonder, when I tell you⁰. his deſcent E 
3. from a younger branch of the ..— family, a. 
race remarkable for herves-and- beauties: * ö By the | 
*extravagance of his anceſtors, the eſtate has been- 


long ſunk to about two or three hundred a a-· year. 

This youth was left from his infancy. to the care of 

2 2 5 mother, and bred as well as her 1 narrow: | 
* Theſe are thy glorions works, patent of good: ' 

enn thine this aniverfal frame, 

Thus wondrous fair; thyſelf. how wondrous then 
Vuſpeakable. - — e 

Milton's FRO. Lf, book v. I. 153. 

fortune 


_— rincieen;. When I fr 122 News L Sing 
under a ſhady beech, with an Engl 15 * Fids i © 


* * TC ; 1 
ſofteſt bloom of life. L.capnat deſcribe Bim — 
than in the following verſes; writ. by Lady Bang. 


On another; ubject. NA + 1441 7 , * TI dal 1 | 


His faultleſs ſbape AIRS 40 with ev ry grace * 
Vile beauty fat triumphant in bit face : .. 4 2. 
His hair, "the poliſt brown-in ringlets bud. 
And charms beyond the reachof art beftew'ds ...;+, 
Ait forthead white as ſnow, his rudiant £yes, 
The bright-celetial blue that paints the fhies c\, -\ 
110 quiltleſs bluſb his bkoming :cheoks 2 
The native tincture of. an opening roſe :. 

His aſpect open, artleſti, and ſarene 
Reveal id the ſpotleſs mind that dwelt en” 


In this perfection of you hful charms, he 1 
at that modeſty that riſes from a delicacy” 


. thought, and a conſtant fear of offending. | 1 am 


ſo demure and referved, that he has not the leaſt 


ſuſpicion of my partiality for him; nor dares dif- 


cover his own for me; thaugh he believes - 1 
tion ſo ſuperiour to mige, He looks and Gghs, 
but is as Hilent as your great. prandfather's buſte- 


that ſtands dn his mônument. I am indeed a very. 


Treat prude, and never gave him an © 
ſpeak on this ſubject; but if Tſhovld, the attempt 
would infallibly ſuffocate him. He lately brought 
me a baſket of e fro a frtle neat 8 of 
his .vrandmother”: 83 but Ble. ſtood fo lon 


penſe, with the bafket in His hands, bat fee Shu uM 


the fragrant blöſſomis would have been withered 
before he. and. c come to a Felolygos | to fo me ng 


hem. 4 4 
4 


— 


chan your letter to me. Nothing can be ere U, 44 


more agreeable than your, raillery on x | 
He may be, as you imagine, one of Count Gabalis's 
- Sylphs, or ſome gentle ſpirit of the vale; propitious 
to virtuous lovers; or of the number of the fyl- 
van genii, with whom he ſeems to converſe more 
than with any thing of human race. 1 have ſeldom 


* * T 7 * RS . 5; Þ 22010. 4 A ty J : 


. He 3 e 10 ainly have preſented them 0 jt be | 
urance, and, a bf etter BF: ce: - 


with more aſſurance, and, a; better 
bad he been received, with thoſe, pro ys es, 
which never fail to a mode ee. d 
er Kern ne eee Vo. 099734 a Ty - 


| 7 * 8 * ” * A tags f 
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TOT 2bubbling' Fountains to the thirſt ty fwaing 4 
were ever more welcome, dear Lady "PL ia,” P , 


lemn than the profeſfion of your. TOME: I 


ſeen him, but either walking ia ſomeverdai tincloſ; | 
under a hedge row of ſhady trees, or re og 4 0 1 — 
flute in his hand, by ſome purling rivulet, Simi 
ing the nightingale 85 penſive note; while the melt- 
ing muſic glides along the ſtream, and echoes 
through the flowery dale. In one of my rambles 


with my little mites, L followed the courſe. 9 f * 
pretty caſcade, which fell from an cafy 1 N ad 
led me to a natural bower of trees, whoſe. branches 


mingling at the top, formed a lofty - arch, and ex- 
cluded the noon- day 8 ſultry beams. F entered the 41 
ſilent retreat, with as much veneration as if it had "4 
been ſacred. to ſome inviſible power. But how | rept = | 


was my. ſurpriſe, when. I ſaw the John's l 


clined on a moſſy bank, loſt i in downy cep -The 
verdant couch was canopied « over mM ir e = 


12 Wich honeyſuckles. 


Never 8 any this buman a appear 0 beautiful! 5 
E A W | 


4 4 
* 


4. * Monat „r Eürkarainme. 15 = 
A bloſk, Uke the roſy morning; 4 fre 
while ſmiles of peace and e ed iu 
feemed to bleſs the golden Humber. 51 11922 } 
few moments with the? ſme guiltleſs N a an 


ethereal being would | nee and en ſofrly wi "I 
drew.” as TT BAY OT; 2 83 Yurters *2213 307 -vRud 7D 


5 > 


If he is, as you flatter me, ſome brigbt habe 
tant of the air, the purity of my er is very a- 
E greeable to a lover of that kind. It is a harmleſs 
lambent flame, that phi s about my heart, "ans 
gives me no manner of uneaſibeſs; it is ſuch a 
ſanctity of affection, as fleither interrügts nor Pro- | 
fanes my devotion; it hasſomething more than the 
tenderneſs of friendſhip, and leſs than the warmth- 
and violence of paſſion ; and ſeems, like the dictates 
of guiltleſs nature, to ſoften: the fatigues of wy news 
ſtation, 7 8 RI 

© Theſe reßtteinente! Pady Sophia, Will, 1 Kur be 
a little incredible to you, who are dazzled: wich the 
luſtre of a duke's coronet, and have en your 
affections on mortal charms. 215 
I am come now to the ſerious part "of your? our 
ter. I know that religion is the governing printi- 
ple of your actions; Which makes me he" more 
furpriſed that you ſhould perſuade me to put myſelſ 
on the hazard of a ſecond trial. Are you furey 

that neither the flattery nor threatenings of my fa“ 
tber will prevail with me io renounce the reformed 
religion, and perjure- myſelf, by giving my vows to. 
a man my foul deteſts ? Do you think the. ſparks 
of vanity and ambition extinguiſhed in my breaft ? 
that greatneſs and pleaſure have no charms ? or that 
the tender affection I have for my father will ever 
be effaced 7 Oh! Lady Sophia, if you knew the 
anguiſh it coſt me, to break through theſe' ſoft; 
theſe powerful engagements, you” would” not pur- 
ſuade me to quit r retreat. 11 the 
event on another trial. - 

2 ears dtn me ſeerns confited 70 this worlds : 

FIRES ATT whatever. : 


 adininted into che-celeftial aſſemblies. if I loſt, the,” | 
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heen accuſtomed, rather than TOR deo thoſe ſa. 


LETTERS, 546 Bineie | 
e becomes of me in the next. Could you | 
meet me again ſhining. in the drawing · room, or 


ſparkling in the ring; it would perhaps content you; 


though I never glittered among the ſtars, nor was 


mufic of the ſpheres, I ſuppoſe your heart would 4 
be at reſt. could. I once more hear the tranſporting. - * 
ſound of - a Title, and be reſtored to my loſt 


dignity. And yet the poſſeſſion of theſe privileges « 


never put me in an ecſtaſy; nor can I help, fancy- 


ing. Rojalinda has as muſical A ſound as Lady Frances. 


I never found a. ſpell in thoſe Right Honourable 
y lables for an aching head or an heavy heart. M: 
Lady ſhip finds 4s grear ſatisfaction in ranking a ſet. | 
of Heilt diſhes on a free-ſtone chimney- piece, as 
ever I had in poſing my fine ap ace an eee 4 
8 1 2 „ 
7 | 


nery; 
lok i as 12 as — I was relied in mAR 


eades- and jewels for a birth · night. Indeed, that-* 


happy occaſion. always gave an alacrity. to my 


thoughts, and carried me through the glorious toll | 


„ vith pleaſure. But I have a mind as eaſy and in- 
nocoent now, as when burthened with thofe coſtly 
ornaments : a red eroſs · not, a glaſs necklace, and 
flowers in my boſom, are the only uſeleſs parts of 


my dreſs; which is either the gift of Nature, or” ; 


boneſty paid for; in which ] am a thouſand times 


more happy, rhan | ſhould be in borrowed finery, 
at che expenſe of ſome. dim trader s wic 


and that — his whole family, 


- You find; Lady Sophia, 1 am very welacrale,. 4 
and enjoy a perfect tranquillity, in this humble ſta» | 
tion. It was a principle truly rational and divine, 
that induced me to give up all the ſplendid diſtincti- 
ens of my birth, the ceaſe and delicacyto which I had 


cred 


180 pers ine ſome . 
ceſtors have pry with Das blood: 4x NA 
Inſtead of looking back wich regret on my * 
grandeur, the reſignation gives me-a-taſte of celef. 
tial joy; the ſongs of 264% cotild hot ſooth me 
- with ſofter harmony, than What reſults from the 
ſecret approbation of: ty dn reaſon; and while | 
all witkin is peaceful and ſerene, Whether 1 am 
in A e or une 125 e is ſecure. 
e 
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* Our a, dear Lady Sophia, is — que- 
a ſtion, well meant; but I Gare not follow it. 
My father is ſo far from relenting, that T have hat 
intelligence fince 1 came here, that he has (worh by 
all that is holy, unleſs I will marry Count Altamont, 
and embrace the Romiſb religion, he will fettle his 
whole eftate on ſome monaſtery at his deceaſe. 
This was what | expected; and I am fure you 
will not perſuade me to renounce e and 
damn myſelf, for the ſordid purchaſe of cighty 
.thouſand pounds ; nor would you conſiderately\ad- 
viſe me, to hazard a celeſtial advancement for a 
gilded. coronet, or prefer the flattery of miſtaken- | 
"mortals to the approbation of angels. They have 
been witneſſes of my pious vows ; and ſhould [ vi- 
olate my faith, and turn apoſtate to heaven, thoſe 
miniſters of light would bring in their awful evi- 
dence, and ſtand thy accuſers at the laſt dreadful 
tribunal.” And can you in earneſt think it the ef - 
fect of wiſdom and juſt reflection, to dare the me- 
naces of divine juſtice, rather than incur my father's 
unmerited reſentment ? Such I muſt term it, hav- 
ing found his an: e alienated before 2 
le 
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4 But Heaven can . ww Ss reh "he Aae 


Br Parent . Wee Phat, Pangs of, e 10 
18 


: by the eternal truth detern 
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8 vereign good? What could they offer as, an equi - 


leſtial inhabitants Wich zunutterabie ecſtaſy !———. 
Aſk thoſe happy ſpirits who know what ne bght 


#50 chonghr AFR 


n 
| gs Jakes 
ny inquiry about it. 


e torm wales from the ſig ght of this unnatural 


coſt me 1. 1 was, the moſt, difficult part of m ö 
gonqueſt. The delicacy and ſoftneſs. to which 1 
had been inured, the 0 of birth and qy 


Putatiog and eſteem o 
ie. degree of Pele 


e arguments oppoſed, wad Ke 1 in 
ry perdition, unaffifted by the facred öracfes. To 
them [ applied in this perplexity;; and received aid 
from the heavenly illumination, Here 1 found it 
ined; Ie chat 

fail her or mother more. than, me, is not worthy of | 
EET ang TEE Feleſt leſtial dle. 1 


— 


35-40 X  RuAS I 


was no raſh i ineon hderate. es, 4 the a 
gk of reaſon: and 87 5 After having counted 
the coſt, I found the odds to be infinite ; the da · 
mage, Was. momentary, he: ecolppenle volimite 5 


= 3 P 
4 — 


Lee 4 5 nom, the . deciding Parr; 3 LH. 
The world's ſubdu d, and Heav'n 125 all ny ; boa . 
Earth s gaudy He wi. and pomp of courts, mw; 74 
For ever now ITturn my eyes from LY FU 


| <T 4 


SE can the world, what can the al of 
hell propoſe, to tempt me to relinquiſh my choice! 
What could they lay in the balance againſt the ſo- 


1 11 
24 


valent to the favour of the infinſte Divinity, whoſe | 
ſmiles enlighten the reals. of Wh and fl the; <6-. | 


of his countenance imparts, . what ſhould buy one 


moment's e os their A 5 ſome mad. I 
ant 


hp 


— 


Let. 3 «x Mena n Eaten ANNE. | _—_— 
ant cherub, amidſt his ; flaming raptures, at what 
price he values his enjoyment, And when 

they have named the purchaſe, earth and hell may | 


try to balance my glorious expectations. 


Pleaſure would court in vain, nd deaf male, : 
Glory in vain my 4viſbes. uon , 3 2 458 F 
De penſecutor s rage I would nat fear! 
- Let Death in ev'ry borridform Err 
And with his keeneft darts my breaft 72 Fits 
| When breath, and ev vita / ſpring, Ball n 
Duits ſacred ume on brighter wings ſhall . 1 
And une xſi inguiſd' dreach i its native ties. E 


Ag thouſand times bleſſed be that Prep 
Power *who from the plenitude of bliſs; and the 
| higheſt exaltatien of glory, deſcended to low mor- 
tality; and, by hh own great example and ſuffer- _ 
ings, animated my breaſt wich this divine fortitude, 
and marked à way to victory and immortal honour. 
How fincerely- have followed the heavenly illami- - 
1 my: witneſs 18 e, and m/ record on 5 


* . 13 ® a 1 

14 Ae 1 I know 145 Ide refables nd 5 cut 
me off from his — Cre. and all the privileges 
of my birth; büt while I look forward to the 
bright Tecbmpente prepared for, offering! 2 = 
this loſs ſits lightly on my ſoul. b 
But kriendſhip with a ſtronger force de Fins me. 
Here my ſoul is in ſuſpenſe. Pear Lady 8. 

Phia, how ſhall 1 ſpeak my Haft adieu ?-'T feel the 
pangs of ſeparation, an anguiſh beyond all the em- 
phaſe of human learning 8 utter. Adieu! we 
muſt meet no more, till the courſe of nature is diſ- 
ſolved, and the ſun has meaſured his laſt radiant 
circle round: the og 53 eee, 
| uy, 4 # eng  ROSALINDA | 
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see mn ſequel oft her Rory i in lener 7, part 3. 
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LETTER av. 3 
1 LAURINDA. „ 12 
| Jow with me, dear Laurinda, in thankiog Hea- 1 


9282 
_ a 


Ven, _— am once more returned to as man- 
forefathers ; for had 1 ſtaid much 


ſion · ſeat of 
longer in 
Would you believe that my ferious retired temper 
could find charms 4n a fs. Foc ry or my heart be 
held captive in a ſplendid circle of a blue garter! 
that I, who have been uſed to xiew the ſtars which 
glittered over my head in a clear night, ſhould be 
dazzled with the luſtre of an embroidered one? 
and yet all this has befallen me, I was the other 
day making a viſit to Cleomira, when the Duke of 
s chariot, with three laced footmen behind it, 
at the 1 I was at the window, and 
ſaw Dim, be Brag is really a handſome man 
but his charms — extremely increaſed by the | 
pomp which ſurrounded him; the reſpectful awe 
with which his attendants approached him, height-” 
encd the majeſty of his appearance. His legs were 
formed into the exacteſt fſymmetry by the magniß- 
cent clocks of his ſtockings. The deference which 
was paid him at his firſt coming auto the room, 
taught me to look upon bim as ſomething. above | 
the race of mortals which I had been uſed, to c- 
verſe with. When I had time to conſider his face, 
I found it received a much greater addition from a 
fair wig loaded with powder, than it could have 
done from artleſs ringlets of the moſt lovely hair. 
After he bad ſat a little, he aſked Cleomira to ge 
with him to his houſe, to ſee a fine ſet of hangings 
which were juſt. come over from the Gobelins. She 
excuſed herſelf, as being obliged to ſtay and enter- 
_ tain me: "Par hn ales paged ugg ef and- 
as ſoon as Cleomire' s coach was ready, we all went 
F 8 


n, I had certainly left my wits there. 1 


Let. 4. Mon ar AND An run alain. . 


together. But if I was charmed with the ſparkling 
chariot and embroidered coat, I-was inchanted with 
the houſe, The lofty rooſs, the painted ſtair-caſe,- 
the gilded wainſcot, ſtruck me with a pleaſure I 
had — felt. However, it was an unquiet joy; 
and I longed tobe at home; for I thought myſelf _ 
in a dangerous ſituation. As ſoon as Gleomira had 


| ſer me down at my lodgings, I immediately ſet a- | 


Bout packing vp m gs; and the very next 
— J h Sy bog + ecſtaſy, left London 
and all its pomp bebind me. But how are enher 

my J or every object altered ſince I have been 
abſent! The houſe uſed to appear a handſome an- 
cient building, but now I find it only a Cet hic heap 


of ſtone; the ceilings are ſo low, that I am afraid « 
of knocking my brains out; _ _— entry fo nar- 
row, that if I ſhould meet any „I ſhould cer- Fra 


= rainly ron back again, for fear ey being ſqueezed 
againſt the wall endeavouring te paſs. I Want to 
| dec down the venerable pictures 
enuſe they were not painted in 


The bow: 


netian ones; for there is no bearing the light 
which firikes through ſo unfaſhionabie a piece of 
architecture. The roſy daughters of the neigh- 
bouring ſquires are become in my eyes awkward 
figures, and there is ſomething fo ungentecl and 
_ coarſe in ſuch an exuberance of health, that E can- 
not bear to look at them. The young men of the 
village appear downright bumpkins; and 1 cannot 
perceive any beauty in the cheerful bloom of their 
countenances, or juſt proportion of their ſhape, 
through the melancholy diſguiſe of ered 
locks, and plain broad-cloath apparel. - If 5 


talk to me, I am amazed how a man has the aſſur - 


ance to open his mouth any where, who has not 2 


right to ſpeak in the houſe of Peers, and can never 
comprehend how any thing worth communic 


can enter into a head which was never circled with 
p od 7 4 coronet. 


n anceſtors, A £ 4 


_ windows terrify 1 me, and muſt be changed into Fel A Wb 
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à coronet. Sentences which are Side! 5 * | 
Clean, have no force; though perhaps the fach 1 
words would have all the charms of eloquence, Tt + 
pronounced by an earl. EYE eee OR 
Lou ſee I am not very Nap» at preſent in e 
ſociety of my old e : bit I hope this 
_ delicacy will ſoon wear off, or- I ſhall not be able 
to behave myſelf patiently "dong. a ft of þ whe 
hon whom 1 have e [poke "Many. Hap 5 
e EN 
Adieu, my ir Laufint: My politen 15 um 
not lefſen, but increaſe the value 1 ſet upon” your 
friendſhip; ſince I am ſure the e l 1 

5 2 2 me e for nee unalterably as 

Tours, Ser. 
1 2 
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. l of the to 2 in 110 1 barten „ 
the firſt part o etters e and Fe n 
BELINDA, FT n d 


Mana, TERS ret cle 
Y OUR fulpi ſuſpi picions are too d or thawes ſion o 
my late ſickneſs. I have waited with great im- 
patience for the ſatisfaction of diſcloſing the ſecrets 
of my ſoul to you; but my ſtrength” would not 
ſoanecr permit me to give A mr this proof of my o- 
dedience to your commands, and e confidence E | 
have in your fidelity... 
Why was I formed with tiveſesſbfoinclinatives; 
this fatal propenſity ops tries more>. 5, are*you; . 
who, amidſt the gayeſt advantages of youth and 
fortune, can act with ſuch a graceful — 
and govern your paſſions with an abſolute com- 
mand, free from thoſe tender emotions Which in. 
3 the felicity of my liſũſ me. 
5 * . ä the. ee with my 
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father, whoſe pidus inſtructlons, confirmed by a 
own practice, directed me do a refined and immor- 


tal happineſs: | 
Comteſſe de R DF all my brother s importi 
nity, prevail with me to quit a retirement, where I 


found ſo much peace, and unmoleſted tranduillity. 
My criminal paffion for Moufirur le Conte 


ſeemed perfectly extinguiſhed, and gave place to a 
nobler attachment: Heaven had all my vows, thither _ 
With'a divine ambſmtion my foul aſpired.“ This ſa- 
cred ardour, like incenſe, mingled with the morn- 
ing fragrance, and cheered the evening thades ;. the 


whiſpering brooks and ſylvan retreats witneſſed to 
the "heavenly flame; where, in language like 


4 


this; 1 often addreffed the. inviltble, But preſent 


S 7 8 . 
Divinity: 


„ 


— 


* 
* * 4, % 


«: gentle influence thou doſt attract my defires. 


nor could any invitations from the 


„ O thou, whom unſeen I Tove?! tell me by what 
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. nor all my brother's importu- 


» 


me 


p . 


” 


heſe eyes Have never ſcen thy lovely face, no 
Accent of. thy voice has reached my ear; and yet 


«thong art more intimate to my ſoul than any of 
* the ohjects of ſenſe!” To thee I fell my inmoft 
**care,* and open every grief; while ſome heaven- 


= Sale diſpets be gloom, and breaches creridt 


* peace and fragrance on my ſout © 

VVCCCCVCC C 
And bad the weſtern breezes with their / ils? 
e fect ; tor half fo Feveet the Nel 
ep ning roſes, wheh the dewy morn. 


T5 


_ ©* My wiſhes fly beyond the bounds of this lo 
creation, and terminate in "thee; the ſpring of 


«' freſh and ever-bloeming joys. *Tis thee, ab- 
** ſtraQly thee, oh uncreated Beauty, that I love"! 
„ not as a miſer loves His wealth, or the ambitious 
„his grandeur ;. not as the libertine loves his 


* * 


_ * pleafure, or the generous man his friend: thefe 


are flat fimilitudes, and would profane the 4a- 
Dered ardour; ö can'ſt read the unutter- 


5 * 
8 
7 hs 


 & Renews the garden pride, while the glad fun, : - 
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of my ſou 


any trouble about my panic or vapours. 


friendſhip, founded on reſembling virtues, and an 
equal abhorrence of every kind of vice. It 12 wr 


174 rn 


5 


« able thought, and explain the ſceret meaning 


Search its inmoſt receſſes; and if 

«© thou findeſt any competitor there, remove the 
darling vanity, and blot every name but thine 
r ² . 
In this elevation, my dear Belinda, would you 


not think me ſecure from mortal charms? Could. 
one of your equal temper conceive there was ſuch |} 


an eaſy tranſition from devotion to love, — mere 


earthly love! Would the moſt uncharitable perſon. | 


in the world have ſaid, that from this ſublime ſitu- 
ation I ſhould, in a few moments, quit the ſkies, 
and bid the angels farewell h 
But ſuch was the event. My brother coming ha- 
ſtily to me into the garden, where I was walking, 
told me the Comte de R-— intended him the ho- 
nour of a viſit, and would be with us the next 


morning. He left me immediately, without obſery- 


Ing the conſternation I was in, or giving himſelf 


I knew not what or where I was. The celeſtial 
ſcenes that had juſt before engaged my contempla- 
tion, vaniſhed ; the heavens were no more; para- 
dice, with all its glorics, diſappeared like a fairy vi- 


nion; my flight was finiſhed, and I ſunk to low 


mortality again. I aſked myſelf, if I were aſleep 
or awake, in my right ſenſes, or out of my wits? 
whether I really knew my own name, and was in- 
deed the bappy perſon, that, a few minutes before, 


— looked with indifference, or contempt, on all 
the gay allurements of the world d In this confuſi - 
on! ſtood as if I had been fixed to the place by a 


ip till my father ſent for me to conſult abont | 


ſome family-affairs, as he had always done fince my 
mother's death. | £3 n 


The Comte's viſit was wholly intended Fa my pro- 
ther. They were engaged in the moſt perfect 


YT 
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full year fince I had ſeen him It ia probable he 
never ſuſpected my folly, nor once imagined. the 
tisfaQtion,. and gave me hopes moule conceal my. 


guilty 


PFF ade: 
But I was undeceived the moment the lovely- 
youth arrived. An innate grandeur gave 4 can . 
to his mien; the ſplendonr of virtue błightened 
his aſpect ; there was ſomething in his whole beha- 
viour fo benign and engaging, that I found it im- 
poſſible to reſiſt the ſoft iaſinuation; the Learn 
delirium entirely. poſſeſſed me, and I betrayed my ſeſf 
by a thouſand inadvertencies- However, I had 
ſome pauſes of diſcretion, and ſtarted with horrour 
at my own injuſtice; my ſoul was full of anxiety, 
to think how I ſhould bear this inward ſtruggle 


for the ſeven or eight days which the Comte 
NOR to ſtay, the firſt of which. was not yet 
The ſummer was, now in its pride; and as ſoon 
as the evening made walking pleaſant, my brother 
conducted his agreeable gueſt through a variety of 
charming walks to an artificial grotto. The top 
was round and lofty, painted with a beautiful ſky, 
bung with a great number of little cryſtal ſconces _ 
formed like ſtars ; in the midſt there was placed 
one larger than the reſt, ſhaped like a creſcent. 
The fides of this five cavity were rockwork, adorn- 
ed with branches of ped mother-of- pearl, and u 
great variety of counterfeit gems, ſparkling among 
the well-imitated clefts of marble. It was paved in 
flowers with a king of moſaic work; the ſeats were 
ſhaped like little banks, covered with green velvet 
jnſtead of moſs. In this inchaoting retreat a ſupper 
was ordered, attended with an exquifite concert of 
voices, and inſtruments; Milten's morning hymn 
was ſung, and ſeveral of the ſolemneſt Nalian com- 
poſures. The. whole performance was noble and 
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pathetic, while the gardens! dad groves ardfi Th 
turned a thouſand ſoft melodious echoes; 10 
' This grave mu uſtc was exactiy ſuited to the 


| charming ſtranger's genius; and yet, thront Fi the 


whole evening, never did any thin  appeat fo, : 
ſttract, fo liftleſs, and 4⁰ arrenthie. As 1864 9 5 


the entertainment Was ober, andthe "Bi pany 
drawn, (except my brother), herbe 
cuſed from ſta ying a week, as he re, and that 
he m might 'be füffered to return the" Un 


| whrh, afier | Pre apologies, on dom 8 Was 12 


reed.” ieh 


1 was ſo. ill i in n the mottiing; "that 3 it! alen Xt my 


* 


eing. the Comte; who could not but. diſt6ver tine 


unhappy conqueſt he Had - made, and certain 5 8 
us ſo ſuddenly, to free 1 me. from ſich a crimigal - 


perplexity, or to ſtifle the ſame Eindling guilt in 
*his own breaſt,” This laſt was what my brother, be- 

lie ved, and thou 9 it as glorious an inftance or 
chip, A f. was een for a man 


* b S771 


in the warmth of youthful JI VE 
Whatever it was, my di a 0 fel, „Alf 4 


came to a dangerous fever. Death was now in 8 


view; my tender cares, and fancied diſtreſſes, were 


Proſpect had a ſolemnity in it, . ney? 1 
Fongelved 1 in the hours of nent: 1 vir 2 77 


ink, bun ford Beart, wheh on a 
| oo that 5 a deep, 


Eternity, in fad fuſpenſe s 


How all my trifling Popes and fears, —1 : a Aw 
My ſenſeleſs joys and idle tears, 5 
| * at proſpecꝭ of the frightful flood ! 

: =_ ood 


pedo be & 


OY ! 
1.5% * Net © | 


loft in a more important concern; the little amuſe- 
| men of the world vaniſhed like dreams ; a Hover 
ing miſt veiled the face of Nature, and  darkedied f 
All its beauty; nor could any Tound \ 3 Joy cheer 
the ſullen hours. I'was on the confin DOE the 
grave, entering the. habitations of the Bead. This 


5 \ 
# 


* 


dy, on which my hopes depended: the grand que- 
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1 ſtood ſhivering on the briak, looking forward 


with a dreadful curioſiiy: all before me was hid in 
darkneſs, and impenetrable ſecrecy: the great ex- 
peximent was untried, the region of ſpiriis ſtrange 
and unknown: it was yet a perhaps, an uncerthins 


ſtion, whether I ſhould be happy or miferable for 
ever? was yet undecided : 1 was ſtartled at a mere 
poſſibility of being ſhut out of the ſtarry courts, 
and excluded fromthe uſtrious aſſembly of happy 
mortals. 

Indeed I had no Iren Gr belair; my hopes 
and fears were equally balanced. No allowed or 
unrepented erime preſſed my ſoul. Virtue had 
deen my early, my deliberate choice, the ſuperiour 
deſign and governing ſpring of all my conduct. 1 
hope I had made ſome preparation for death, and 
had often meditated on the ſerious ſubjeck; Bur it 
was in the hours of perfect health and vivacity. I 
had never before groaned on a fick · bed; theſe ſo- 
lemnities were new, and dee more awful Man 
J had ever conceived. - 

Death threatened me now at” a iladvaiitage, 3 in 


K $% 


the criſis of folly. An unufual diſorder of ond, 


ſickneſs and pain, gave every thing 4 gloomy"; 

and heightened even natural gal into the — 
eſt guilt; while the 'grifly monarch ſtood inſplting 
before me, and drew his ſable curtains roumd my 
bed. But a ſuperiour Power reſeued me from his 
ravenous jaws, and bick me yg to, peak n my great + 


„ x 


Deliverer's praiſe. - 6 


This fickneſs | Fae ik 1 wender ſet of 
thoughts: My apprehenſions- of "dying Are 48 Aif- 


ferent from What they were before? as the Evidence 
of waking certainties 1 from the airy illuſſ ions of 
a a dream, My notions were orice very gay and ro- 
mantie ; I fancied ſhould take my final leave of 
the world with; an exceeding good grace, and bid 
adien very ſedately to all che. —_ 9 

un 


* 
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dm. Tim it came t0 u trial, I was for making mp. | 
i exit in the full dioom of and quitting che 
Tb ftage/in the moſt becoming manner. While the fa. | 
tal moment appeared at a diſtance, I was delighted! 
with ſuch imager of mortality as the author of 5 | 
following verſes has n om Irons of e ö 
dey repeated. theſe lines. Zo 5 1 


Indulgent death; prepare thy gentle 1 4 
. Toftrike a willing and unguarded beart! + 9 5 
Where are thy dread | bets, and gloomy train * 1 
. Fantaſtic mortals ail theſe terrours * 1 Be 


' Well meet again in youder 22 2 

Teung virgins, haſte, a. flow'ry wreath prepares: | 
A dreſs with guiltleſs ornaments my hair; 

Au me with — 7s 15 „ 


This is to autos 10 wah to o give up bc 5 
ede e, and to be interred. _ 1 


. 


Let 6. _ Moran; ———— 179 „„ : 
mode d Arcadia. Such: fettimente 'as theſe may 1 
pleaſingly amuſe the mind in che hours of health 


and ſerenity-; but ic requires a fuperiour 
page yer. fortitude to fuppore the ſoul in the a- ; 
| There the aids of reaſon 


gonies of ſeparation. | 
and nature fail: 22 can diſperſ 
the fatal one ene Aa ler cron it into |  coleſtial- 


"This long letter it owing to your own curiokey, 
and . at the —_— of, 5 
e Tours, Sc. | 


| | * E T TE A VI. 
To Leica; ; giving as account of th eo 74 


* MAN DA. N on 
1 from paying my me ee 


| I Ae e 


to the remains of the Jars hea nrifol Amanda,” The 
ſurpriſing ſtate in which for ſeveral weeks the iq od 


lay, the richneſs of the coffin, or the p 
which The was interred, could no way from 
my thoughts the melancholy — that at- 
tended tho laſt ſeene of ber life. I never think of 
the manner. of her death, but a thouſand terrours 
riſe in an imagination, to reproach 1 
with the reſt of her flatterers, in con 
danger, and ſoothing her with hopes of recovery, ö 
till death convinced her of the fatal deluſion. „ 
On this ſubje& I hope you will give me leave to b 
be ſerious. My youth, which you ſo * 
againſt the gravity of my temper, is no 
this caſe; fair Amanda was ſtill younger, — 
yet, after all her Boom Erh ere . he ett * 
pale and ſenſeleſs carcaſe. 


e lately didthic celebrated tb 
| Shine in * ASS, and bf SIRE in the ring! 


oY 
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8 , chemoullerin clay, by. Wt” mo 
- numedt, . is- diſtinguiſhed vulgar duſt : büt 
how poor a conſolation i is that to an rr 


rit, Bred to endleſs miſery, or unbounded joy 
Tou may laugh, and in poor wild wit — 


theſe ſolemn reflections, and lampoon me with the 
character of a ſaint; but, my dear Leticia, this 
mirth would be more — and ridiculous 
than my morals. However, I am more charitäble 
than to accuſe you of ſuch levi. 7 
Since you have put me, by your o own edles | 
en this melancholy. account, I hope it will be for J 
your adyantage, when your come to act the cloſing 
partof. B... e pre eee 
I told vou, in my laſt letter, the accidental rea · 


ſon of being in the ſame houſe with Amanda, and 


Ber full reſolution not to go into the country, 
however deceſſary i it was for her health. No ar- 


gument could prevail with her to quit the amuſe· 


ments of the town, in which ſhie had always a ſhare 


till the poſitive. order of her ꝓhyſicians conſined her 


from going abroad. Her diſtemper was Ii ingering, 


but incurable zthis, i in my hearing, the doctor -own- 


ed to her eldeſt ſiſter, 1 19; ' whol, | family „ Was, He 
told us, that he thought two or three months would 
be the utmoſt limits of her life; ede begged 
might be concealed, and that ne. would: Koop her as 


temper prevented chat care; for; he, er Bucine 1478s 
to get rid of time and leiſure. She could not go 
to the maſquerade, but took care to let her zc- 
ty hou know. how welcome. their appearance, 

in every fantaſtic diſguiſe, would be in her o.] - 


partment. She languiſbed after the delighes of the 


ſtage ; but, to ſupplyſ that, orders were given for | 


ſome farce or comedy to be read for her diverſion, 
Sometimes a game at piquet paſſed away the dec 
ous moments: She has often kept the, cards in 


her hands, till a ſwooning fit interrupted the 


5 important affair. This, you wil think, was a 


_ pious | 
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eparation for the laſt ch | a glori- 
mow LEY een the Ab e human | 
 ' 2 
Her beauty was as * hows joy. Ne” contempla- 
tion as ever. She was exceeding pale ; but there 
was a certain elegance in her features, and ſome- 
thing ſo peculiarly charming in her air, that tri- 
umphed over her indiſpoſition; and to give a fluſh 
to her comple&ion, ſhe had prevailed with her ſiſter 
to change her winde w. curtains, which were yellow 
ſilk, for ſome of a bright crimſon, Her toilet 
took up as much of her time as her ſtrength would 
permit; the adjuſting a becoming and modiſn un- 
dreſs would ſometimes ſo exhauſt her ſpirits, that 
ſhe was forced to pauſe, and leave the mighty taſk 
wafiniſhed. It was but two days before the died, 
that ſhe ordered the moſt faſhionable de/babille to 
be ſeat for from France; as if ſhe deſigned to ex- 
ire genteely, and ear oline, even in the lan- 
—— of OI b 4 
Her fiſter, though many years older, Under the 
influence of the ſame unhappy education, indulged 
the vanity. of her inclination in every punctilio. 
Whatever was the conſequence, the dying fair muſt 
be diverted from. every thing that was reaſonable 
and ſerious. One would wonder her invention could 
find ſuch a {cries of impertinencies. Monkeys, pa- 
Fots, buffoons, foft muſic, and tender ſongs, 
were always ready to entertain every little interval 
2 eaſe or e the poor unthinking patient 
This to me was the moſt melancholy ſcene i in the 
world, I have forced a ſmile, when my heart has 
been inwardly bleeding with grief and compaſſion, 
Nat a day paſt, but, with tears ſtreaming from my 
eyes, I importuned Marina to let her ꝗiſter know 
her danger, and to ſend for a neighbouring clergy- 
man, of great piety, ſometimes to pray with her, 
and, at leaſt, to acquaint her ſhe was not immortal 
| | that 
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chat h was poſſible for her iti as wel ws other 


4 N 1377 ELD þ . Ae 3 $9, $0296 1691 © 0: 
Peu a, advice the cejnſited, as poſitively. as if I had 
perſuaded her to fend tor ab executioner, todifpatch 
her ſiſter into the next world. Then; Madamy* 
4 (ſaid J), at leaſt forbear to Ailtract and A 


10 her from every ſerious reflectiev ??? | 


Serious reflection ] my dear Erika (che . | 
_ <« where have you tearned'rhis cant? How 
long have you practiſed that faintly air? Look 
d into the glaſs, and ſee if you can forbear laugh- r 

ing at yourſelf, Would you have me put on 

that preciſe look, and murder my ſiſter, by tel- 

Ting her that ſhe had but a month to live! It 

would infallibly- throw her into the agonies ef 

death. Tou cannot be ſo barharous to give me 
© this advice. You know what effect our pious 
fraud had, of putting St. Auſiin's meditations ia - 
to her hands, inſtead of Otway's plays ;' the ac- 
cidental opening it at a meditation on death, bad 
almoft thrown her into a convulſion. But th 
leondinited: the) is che effect of your ſtrange no- 
« tions. Lou repreſent the Supreme Being in ſuch 


a gloowy view, that it makes you perfectly ſu · 


itious. My thoughts, I confeſs, are more 

« lightſome and free; I believe the mercies of 

C Heaven unbounded, ind that there is nothing 1 in 
«theſe little gaities offenfive to God, or injurious 
i to man. Nor indeed is a future ſtate of puniſn - 
& ment any part of my creed. Lmake no queſtion 
“ but my fiſter will be inſenſible or happy when- 
ec ever ſhedies, and it ſhall be my buſineſs to make - 


* her fo the ſhort ſpace ſhe has to live; which may 


«© be a month or two longer, by the doctor's con- 
135 jectures the laſt viſit he made. Come, (added 
ſhe), « you muſt go with me, and endeavour to 
% divert her; but pray put off that ſanRified aſpet 
* and try to look a little more lie an Avhaitart 


I could 
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I eould not refuſe e her to Amanda's a- 
partment; whom we found in a muſing melancho- 

y poſture; e to 1 2 told her, ſhe | 
looked exceeding ing could, be. more 
nteel than. the 4510 ate e al ich ſhe appeared. 
Thi his a little brightengd. the cbagrin- on her viſage, 
and made her fomething attentive to the pranks, of 

a new monkey, which her page had. juſt introdu- 
ded to divert his fair miſtreſs; — in the midſt 
I of the recreation, was ſeized. with a fainting fit, 
- | ſunk back in an eaſy, chair, and after a few hours 
1 convulſive pangs, gave up the ghoſt. © 
I have been. ſo particular in this. account, in 
hopes i it will mae. a Haſtio influence on your con- 
duct; and, g faithful 10 my living friend. I 
may atone, how” e, for my inſincerity to the 
dead. I have a 1 andi a thouſand times re- 
proached myſelf, for not letting Amanda ply 
know her danger, leaving the event to Heaven. I 
am convinced it was my duty, in fpite of all the 
falſe rules by which the frien 5 of this world is 
guided. | 
© Theſe two fitters: bad the. Sons. In their 
early. years, to loſe their „and were left to 
the conduct of a father, who made it his pride to 
think and live freely. He looked on all religion as 
a ſtate-policy, and put the Bible and Aleman on a 
level. With we N he perverted his 
daughters minds; and, except obſerving the ſtrict- 
eſt forms of honour and reputation, they were go- 
verned;.by:,no, rule but their caprice, . and = 
faſhions. of the age. Thus they faw their. Ader MN 
live, and thus they ſaw him die, entirely neglig 7 | 
and thoughtleſs of any thing beyond the perio 
human life. Inſtead. of prayers and pious ee | 
tions, one of his libertine companions read Dryden's 
tranſlation of Lucretius to him, in his laſt hours; 
while fearleſs and inſenſible he met Un; and all. 
its ſuccceding horrours, . 
| 2 5 Ananda's 


4 


4 
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| Amanda's death has made a deep i impreffion'on 
my thoughts; I have bid the modiſh world adieu 
and am now retired to my brother's country- ſeat. 
You may call it the ſpleen, but T hope it is the effect 
of juſt reaſoning, that I have never read any thing 
fince I came hither, but books of devotion. Mr, 
Law's excellent treatife of Chriſtian perfection has 
been inſtructive to me. The character of Miranda 
has raiſed a noble emulation in my mind; though 
I deſpair of reaching that perfectioon. 

E you make me a viſit, you wilt not find me en- 
gaged in cards at one-and-thirty, nor telling rid 
dles, or drawing valentines with my country- neigh-. 
bours ; but muling by the ſide of a gentle caſcade, 
or fitting in ſome fragrant bower, liſtening to the- 
fongs.of heaven in Dr, Vatt's pious numbers. 


Hark! how beyond i he narreto boumdt 

M time and ſpace they rn 

And ſpeak in nigſi majeſtic ſounds _ 5 
The godhead F the Son; 


How on the Father's breaft he lays 
The darling 2 his ſoul, {Os Sit, 2 
Infinite years before the da „ V 
Or heav'ns began to roll. | M255. all 


* they fink their lefty tone, 
And milder notes they play 

And bring it eternal G odhead 1 
28 dwelt; in humble clay... d nel l 


I this long letter Wos g give yon pale! ſpleen, L 
hope it will be your advantage. e but . . 
is the intention of, 
| ADAM, 
Tour m mo hunbl from, 
| WIE TA. 
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LETTER vn. 


The anſwer, to MALTA. 


yu letter, 1 hope, will be a reſtraint on thier 
reat levity of my temper. The account of 
| '; death will leave me without excuſe, if I. ; 
Would carry my vanity ſd far, as to act the laſt part 
of life with ſo little propriety; I cannot, without 
the warmeſt gratitude to Heaven, reflect on the ad- 
vantage of a different education and principles, 
vhich· I hope will never be effaced from my ſoul. 
But, my dear Amika, I ſhall never he. ſo good 
as you would have me, nor as J ſincerely defire to 
be. Ihave Jet ſome tender engagements to break, 
before I bid adieu to the world, and rank myſelf in 
the: number of departed ſpirits. cannot on a 
ſudden contract ſuch intimacies with inviſtble beings, 
as to abanden all my: material acquaintance, I de- 
ſpair of following you and Miranda, who, if you 
were Roman Catholics, are in a fair way of being: | 
canonized, as many a miſerable ſinner has been be- 
fore you. Of whatever religion I am, it is certain; 
T-ſhall never be numbered-in the ſame claſs "with St. | 
Minefrid. 
Jou love poetry; and it is a pleaſure to me to? 
oblige you with any thing writ on a ſubject ſo a- 
ecable to your taſte; as theſe verſes inſcribed to 
rs. 1 —; a perſon of ſtrict piety, though 
ſhe does.not turn recluſe, and live-in a gratto ; but 
converſes freely. wth, the .polite world, and keeps 


an unbl * in it. I. will leave you - 
now: 20 your ſhady.retseats, god prtouring rows. 
"A SKELETON. <5 
dude 177 . 


E ry vales, f in you we ind 1 4 
| * Poa biene joys for man del gn d; 
„ Your 
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Your vena ſeenes thꝰ a 
Wich pleaſure in its nice varie 
Nature does here her virgin Imiles afford, | 


And ſhews us: Paradiſe again reſtor dj; 
Our ſouls their former harmony ac quire,.. $1315 %F 
And vexing care, and conſcious t retire. x 
Propitious Solitude, thou kind retreat nad 6. 
From all the vain amuſements of the n " 


In thee alone, without diſguſt, we 255 18 
The endleſs ſweets of innocence ari love.” 51 4 94 +6 H a 
Beauty and wit may find a refuge lere: 40 K 
Unenvy'd even Belinda might appear'; 
Fach nymph would yield the unednteſtet d prize - 
And every ſwain „ eng vt her eyes: me 4 
Flonriſh, ye gentle fliades and rural ſeats, 100 9 
Let endleſs verdure deck your ſoft retreaert:;j 
Peace dwell upon your banks, ye filver ſtichms; 
'The Muſes chaſte delights; and eder bee, 
For ever you the poets breaſt i 
With ſprightly joys, and wake the Golden ce. 6 5 
Netir'd in fragrant bowers, the flæbreu king 
For Pharach's daughter touch'ditht roneful ing * 5 
The fair Egyptian charms his ſoul poſſeſs d, 
4 And fill'd with ſacred eeſtaſies Hitz breaſt; 2 Ov 2 201 
Celeſtial numbers melted from his tongue 7H 
In human figures truths divine were mags: N 
While Lebanon's high cedars It an ear, 


And Silo roſe abore3 its banks t hear; 5 15 es 
Hermon and Carmel kept the pleaſin bg | lay,” e 
And Sharon's painted vale appear more . 


What pow'r, inchanting olitude, is thine Fen WW; 
That men, for thee, the deareft ties reien? "ec: 
For thee the monarch lays his e n 5 


And the young lover quits his e 
The hero gives the ehace of honour oer, de 
And fame, and glorious con tempt no more; 


The ſofter ſex, with fearleßz ieky, 
To woods and ſavage wild have follos d thee. 
Fair Magdalen the flattering world declin'd, __ _ 
- And to a narrow ' cave-her charms coulſu's; wit % Ty 
ER ent Tg 
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No longer danc'd along 
The peaceful echoes, 
Jay flumb'ring i 


a Þ 
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im Hernd's wanting: conrtadeair'd fhet ſhone) »— | 
And all the tempting:pathsrof-vice;had knee 5 
To hers, the beauties of the Hebræu nac, 1. 
. Rachel and Tamar's boaſted fame, gave plares. Fran 


Love triumphid in 2 her looks, and miei 
And love in all her fatal f e 20 4. 55 
4. chogſand youthful-hearts her pow'r;obey'd,.... 5 
nd homage. : © Hel foſd; pple pai, paid, 28 aue 11 
ut thus in Nature's gayelt bloom ad admir* ny oo 
A penitent: ſhe. gloriouſly retir'd;;, _ ; . 4 
Her coſſiy ornaments are laid a lid., your 
With all the vain addreſs of female 22 5 15 e 
Her hair negle&ed, o'er; her boſom 
And' charms beyond the reach of art beſtow 4 
A mourning· robe ſhe wore, a penſive grace, 
And foft remorſe far on Her lovely fre; 
A vaulted rock for her retreat ſbe choſe, 
Among the elifts a murm'ring fountain roſe; 
Her eNrtwiiplithos;” prayer; and lofty praiſe, - 
In ſolemn order}; meafur'd out her days; WH; 77 
To heaven her vows with _ ardour fled,-. .. ,, 5 
- Before the ſun: his morning glories ſpread; 
When from his height 1 pow our d: down r 


Her wing'd-devotion met his noon- day 

Till in the welt with fainter light hee ih e., = 

VUntir' d the heav'nly votary went on: 5. | 

The moon ſerene. in 1 ht ſoleadoar fa 

- With: countleſs, ſtars attending on her 

The cares and noiſy buſineſs of. the 4 day 

In xeſt, and ſootlling. dreams, diſſol 2 away 5: f 

The drowly waters crept along the ſhore; © © 

© And ſhepherds pin'd upon the banks no ere: 

The trees their whiſpers cea d, the gentle . 
the dewy va | 3 I 

ndiffard'd with: 

in che ae teens: 5 

and care, and midnight - riot flept g- 


4 Bur Rill the lovely uind her holy; vigils ! Nep. 26 72 
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For my 2 ſhill: never hide : weben 6h) | 
ſeurity z it ſhall not be my fault, if che world is not 
inſtruted. by my example. But, to be ſerious, Þ 1 
verily believe we have both the ſame important in · 
tereſts in view, though we are ſb different in our 
tempers. We never meet, but it puts me in mind 
| of the two weeping and hug ghiog dere | 
The very ſame cauſe has often B dad the ite ef · 
fect on our diſpoſitions ; but, in - of: oi is ſeem · 
ing contradiction, that ſacred' am ty by which wo 
are united, ſhall'never. be violated by, £ Rp 
Mapan; 8 
Tour: ref Mint Role en 
, ETICIA,. 
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LETTER 9 


Tb LETI GH: in anſwer to the foregoing Erler. 
F. you have heard: of my brother's: death, you! 
c 


an be no ſtranger to- the: exceſs- of my grief. 

The poem · you ſent came very ſeaſonably. Ia the 
Fair Penitent I found a plan of life, ſuited to my 
melancholy temper ; which has found more relief 
by a ſort of vifionary conſolation, than from all: 
the efforts of reaſor; You have often thought fir- 
to divert me with your ſlèeping as well as waking: 
reveries; and IT know I cannot oblige vou more: 
than wn Yet? ring this untommon dream. - 

r. ĩt was the excurſion of fancy, or wle 
ther the. ſcene was diſpoſed” by, an angel, L cannot 
determine; But as I. was fitting in a fummer-houſe,, 
my uſual retreat in an afternòon, reading. Milton's 
elegy on Lycidas, a down ſlumber cloſed my. n. 
and Tank my- ſorrows-ia the pleaſing oblivion: 

I found 1 place gay as the- poer de- 
ſeription of the Cyprian:groves.. Benrath am invi- 
ting ſhade L reſted on a bank of violets, and, with- 
out ſurpriſe, ſaw my brother in a glittering habit, 
_ and beautiful the race of men, approzch- : 

ing 
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ing. He ſeated himſelf by me, and with a ſinils of 

celeſtial charity thus began. 

At is with the higheſt factskachom my dear fiſter, 

I come to give you a relation that will animate 

5 your virtue, as you aſſiſted mine in a ſtate of mor- 
tal imperfection, Lou know I had ſome inter- 

e yals of doubt, and nature ſhrunk at the entrance 

of the gloomy valley; the darkneſs was untried 

and impenetrable. But how great was my ſur- 

< priſe, when I found this momentary night ſuc- 

ceeded by an eternal noon} while my guardian 

angel, with an aſpect of ineffable ſweetneſs, bid 
me follow him. 

I obeyed. In aw inſtant tlie earths was loſt to 
% my view, the ſun diminiſhed to a ſtar; innume- 
rable worlds were paſt, with a ſpeed: ſwifter than 
ws 
E 


«© a morning-ray; the gates of heaven now ap- 
* peared, and at the'angel's command rolled back 
on their golden- hinges. But what glories were 
% diſcloſed, no language on earth can deſcribet 
« Omnipotenceand infinite wiſdom ſeemed without 
limits kere to have been exerted. - Fhrougty in- 
* chanting: groves, P traced the delicious borders, 
„here the fountains of life pour out their 
+ ſtreams ; ng fvom one ſcene of wonders to 
another, ardent to pay my homage, 1 men 
forward te the fred . 4 ; 720 

The Supreme Benignity at once beamed: forth 
on ma. Loſt in ecſtaſy, I fell proſtrate before 
& my. — ; when, with accents that breathed 
* immort and harmony, be bid me riſe to- 
perfect purity andi bliſ . | 

*«* A. ſtarry tiara was placed on my head, and a 
golden lute in my hand. F mingled. with che 
grand aſſembly, ten thouſand: times ten thou-" 
* ſand, ranſomed from every language and tribe 
ec on earth: With them I joined. my grateful 'tri- 
e bute to the Great Benefactor of —— whoſe 


fl 6 e, and death had given me 2 
40 orys 


_— 


«T T in alia 3 = 155 — in» 
«, „ firiite majeſty, ſoftened by equa 
in his form, the-brightneſs —2 the Divinity, the 
joy of heaven; the theme of every celeſtial ſong, 

_ * Thave made this impreſſion on your ſleeping 
Ls imagination, being permitted to give you no 0+ 


ther account of my happineſs. Be not impatient 


of the afflictions of like: The whole of your 
* mortal duration is but a moment, to the future 
e recompenſe. If you live to the honour of your 
© Maker, and the advantage of your companions 
% on earth, it will for ever beighien che tranſports 
of your joy in the realins of light.“ 

Here, with ſoft melody, the pleaſing ſcene vas 
niſhed. I waked at the imaginary muſic, a 
found. it had left a calm and ſedate compoſure in 
my ſoul. Like a beam from heaven it diſperſed the 


gloom, and opened a leren and d e een 


be fore me. A hs 
22 — Ye e 
bh rr religion, now I follow:you.  _ 111 
Enough to nature and the aue are | wet 15 

* Behold, the fair celeſtial. fcene's:dijplay'd. P 
N appeared too regular fon & natural T wid Ire 
| of fancy, but I ſhall leave that undetermined. A. 
midſt all your ne, you: are as\guiltleds- of in · 


eee Sar 
| mer bundle 1 
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1 
| I Am not t ſhepriſed; that ſuch a i 


= you have deſcribed, has allayed your grief, and 
veſtored the tranquillity of your mind; but I am 

afraid you are not yet gay enough, to excuſe the 
N of my he or ſuffor me to laugh. 5 


1 love, appearec 


„ fd 
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con ſent i I am happy, and cl 
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is without 3 — wh ol 
mueh pleaſe th any © tranfitory vanities 
this word; which, Tail ogweni,: have ſome p 
vailing charms for nit, from! whole foft e 


Cannot yet get fre. 
I vas laſt night at a play, in hich there was the 
part of a princeſs well acted, and the ſentiments 


belonging to the character were juſt and noble; 
yet I was not half ſo well pleafed, as I had often 
been before with the ſame repreſentation. I ſoon 
found the reaſon of my diſſatisfaction, and the dif- 
ference between imitated and real greatneſs, — 
The Princeſs Royal was at the play, and juſt in my 
view. All that elegance and dignity of thought 
the poet had deſcribed, brightened her aſpect; e- 

very virtue was there conſpicuous; the gentle, the 
engaging ſmile was beyond the reach of numbers 


A thouſand nameleſs graces diſcovered the innate 


perfections of her mind, and gave the charming 


4 4 " wr" * — 2 F e _ 
* PREY TOTO TO de nd id 
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0 4 
- 


Princeſs a diſtinction peculiar : "CUTIES mos 


and beyond all imitation, * 


I intend you a viſit defore the rig 50 faireſt 
ſeaſon of the year) is paſt. I am willing o ſee you 
once more in this world; for I am not ſure we 


ſhall meet in the next, though I fincerely deſire it. 
Nothing will more contribute to my happineſs than 
your converſation : I catch ſome-emanation of your 
virtue, and am inſpired with new convictions of 
the vanity of them 1 my reaſon gains ground. 
and my paſſions ſub J may venture to look 
grave in your eta 
way of life, I dare not fa much as put on an air of 


thought and reflection, nor ſeem to have any ching 
in the earth to do, but to amuſe myſelf, and the 


volatile beings I converſe with. You-ſec, if I ws 


! in my preſent modiſn 


wiſer than I really am, I ſhauld take pains to con- 


ceal it, rather than be ſingular and: unfaſhionable. 
1 have {ent the wary 1 i te TORREY for 
you, | 1 7 4s : 40155 | 3. og - . 
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I'S ; 1:77 On DTA 
A ICT ORIOUS Beauty l by eb At 
Doſt thou the ſoul of all its 1 
We dleſs our chains, -abhor- our Hbert y, 
And yield the unconteſted prize to the. 18 = 
Whether we rafb or calm deſigns purſue, - ns 
'Thine.is the glorious motive ill i in view. . 1 
For thee we ſearch the wide ereation round, a 1 a 
Hut thou art no where in perfection found; 
Some-blemiſh ill remains on mortal pride, 
And crouding years its airy boaſts deride. ** 
Triumphant beauty firs in Flavia's eyes; 
But while we gaze the trembling luſtre dies. Ge 
Bellair's completely form'd with e grace. 
A faultleſs ſhape, 5 an inebanting woe 3+, - 
In all his motions, each becoming air, N 
Greatneſs and native elegance appear; 
Careleſs and free, in life's deluding bloom, | 
While envious death threatens a haſty doom ) 
Some gentle miſtreſs, full of love *rath, 4 13; 
Shall ſoon lament the dear unrival'd youth, ' + 
Thou lovely, fleeting, tranfitory thing 
From what immenſe perfection doſt thou fpriog!/ tn 
Jo what complete original return, OT 
While we thy ſhort appearance vainly mourn is 
Howe'er our doting thoughts miſtake the way 
To certain bliſs, thine is a friendly ray 
That points the paſſage to unclouded day. 3 
Te heayenly forms, in all your pomp appar 2 
And ſhew us what immortal e ee 
What life, what roſy bloom your faces wear! 
Put on each ſmiling grace, and conqu' ring charm, in 
And all the force of mortal love diſarm. & 
For ſtill our reſtlefs thoughts take 1 — aims, 
Howe er ſeduce'd by theſe inferiour flames; RTE fo 
"The leading paſhon, the fupreme defire, 
To things divine and infinite aſpire, ſn gee 107 
Eternal Excellence! tis only the: | 
We ſearch; through Nature's bright variety] - * 
Our eager wiſhes, with impetnous force,  _ | 
'To 1 unknown, direct their endleſs courſe, 112 : 
18 . 
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Tis thee we ſeek and love, for thee we pine 
The pow'rful charm, the ſoft attraction's chinez . 
To thee theſe ſighs, theſe tender vows nd, iy; 
'Th' unſeen Divinity we ſtill attend; 

Siek of theſe fading toys, our thoughts prof on 

To joys untaſted, excellence unknoẽwn.. 


Thou great Original of all that's fair, 
W hoſe glories no fimilitude can bear, + 
Before ho darting ſplendour of thy eyes, 
The pride of all created: beauty dies! 


This 1 hope is the latent. ſenſe of my 1800 in TY — SY 1 
its motions, though I am not yet-ſo wiſe as yo A 
would have me, nor as I intend to be. Bur in 
whatever character you put me, do me the e 
to believe I eee, 3 

pes - | 7 Durs, e. 
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From aide giving a relation of the rrogical 9 
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youR commands ſhall 8 . 8 

whatever reluctance I find to enter on S 
lation, of which you have been ſo. imperfekiſf ine 
formed. 

The; young valet de. ſy: Wo Find. whoſe ſtory you 
enquire after, was the ſame 1 brought out of 
France, whom you took ſome notice of when 
met your Lordſhip in iy return to England; where 
I was received again into my mother's eme, =y 7 
father being in my abſence deceaſed, _ | 

had a young ſiſter about es, of whom * 
5 was always excecding fond; and now thought, * 
5 my part to ſee her as advantageouſly. mar, ied, 

her Dirt and erte en.  Aftge Thad ſpear © 
„ PA Obs, . ome, 
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ſome time at home, I PRO foveral; good 
matches for her; every ons of "cs" the be 
nately refuſen. PRES. 
| + This gave me fome fulblejon of e wh 
appeared to be a handſome youth about eighreen, 
He had a charming voice, and ſun 7 to A lure, 
which he touched with ſur rifing ſci 
neſs. My ſiſter loved mute, and he was alwa 
ambitious of entertaining her.” There Was no 4 
ficulty to diſcover her inclinations; truth and na- 
ture appeared in all her actions. But Palanty's 
conduct was paſt my penetration. However, I re. 
ſolved to part with him to prevent my ſiſter's ufa · 
my. As diſſolute and abandoned as my own man- 
ners had been, I had the niceſt ſenſe: of what wabld | 
touch her reputation. With a reſtleſs mind I was 
one day walking in my garden, and, turning with 
ſome precipitation down a fhady alley, I ſurpriſed 
Palanty reading a paper; which ſuddenly ſnatch- 
ing from him, convinced me of my ſiſter's folly. 

I took the opportunity immediately to Ane 
Liar; and ſeeing me reſolved, he fell on his knees, 
intreating me not to expoſe a ſtranger in a foreign 
country; confeſſing the whole truth, that ſhe Was 

an unhappy woman, the Cardinal of B——'s niece. 
who, governed by the dickates of her affection, 
had followed me in that diſguiſe. 
This ſhe told me with a IG 3 with 4 
roſy bluſh, or the leaſt appearance of that modeſt 
diſorder ſo natural and becoming her ſex. My 
confuſion was much greater than hers; and yet 
one would not think me over-baſhful, nor ex- 
tremely ſerupulous, with regard to my character. 
Her impudence made me almoſt ſuſpect the truth 
of what ſhe told me: But I was not in an inquiſi- 
tive humour, and cared not what ſhe was, if I had 
never been embarraſſed with her. I had ſcen Her 
face too · often to find any charm of novelty in- it. 


The paſſion ſhe pretended 155 me was a myſtery, 
when 


I * 


when 1 remembered: the had been«withour | con- 
ſtraint a-witnels, as * as a pimpi to ene of _ 
eriminal amours. 1 

However, as I was ee e anxiety 5 my 
Liter; this artful woman; by her importunities, 
prevailed on my eaſy temper to let her ſtay in the 
family ain ſhe-conld find ſome other ſettlement. 
| She ſtaid and in ſome moment of darkneſs, ſedu- 
cedime to her ruin, and my own infamy. She was 
with child; I got lodgings for her, and, pretend - 
ing ſome diſguſt; diſmiſſed her as a valet; my mo- 
ther and ſiſter being e 4 an of the diſ- 
Suiſe of hey ſen. 

In the mean time, my mother; who. took the-_ 
chagrin of my temper fof a reformation of man- 
ners, was very ſolicitous with me to conclude a 
marriage ſhe had propoſed to a young woman of 
great merit, and a very agreeable perſon.” I pur- 
faed the affair but coldly, and in mere complai- 
ſance to a-moſt indulgent parent; till, by frequent 
converſation with this charming woman, 'the enga- 
ged me by all-the ties of reaſon and virtuous love. 
The modeſty of her behaviour, joined to the moſt 
fincere and bliging temper in the world, ſecured 
her empire. Her wit was ſparkling and inoffenſive;. 5 

deceit · and malice were ſtrangers to her breaſt; a 
thouſand-nameleſs beauties appeared in all her con- 
duct. Till now:F never knew the force of love, 
nor any of the refined ſentiments that noble paſſion 
inſpired. - In what guiltleſs joys did the hours 1 
that T ſpent with my lovely Cimene! 

But what tongue can expreſs the anguiſh 1 felt 
from my criminal affair with Palante! I was for- 
ced to viſit her, for fear the ſfibuld divulge the ſe- 
cret, in revenge, . and ruin me with the charmin 
Cimene. Tou are a ſtranger, my Lord, to theſe 
vexations ; your whole conduct has been governed 
E hy rules of honour and reaſon. Oh, 2 my 
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worſt Wenn never 1 At nels of an 5 . 


ment with a lewd, impexipus woman |: Fear kept mg 
a ſlave to her caprice, add forced me to endure all 
the inſolence of rage and anger, ſhe had practiſed 
in her maſculine habit among bet inferioùrs; nor 
durſt I offer to control her expenſive vanity, eing 
willing to ſoften her, till ſhe was pas: t 8 A F 
ous ſtate the was now in. . 
But no conſideration could make me e delay 
my intended marriage, let the event be what it 
would. The day was ſet that Hegyeny in Cinienes. | 
gave me the greateſt bleſſiag of my life. The news 
was ſoon ſpread, and reached Palanty's ears * 
Who procurtd a-deadly ſleeping dranght, and, in- 
ſuſpected by thoſe about her, deſperately. ſwallow- 


edi it, and ſlept her laſt; leaving a paper on hen 
toilet, with an account who me 2 88 and Her wo 
venture with me. {Iv 3 by 4 te 64 


Tnis accident was ſoon told to · my mother 3 who 
was loſt in ſorrow, till I aſſured her, Palanty had 
impoſed on my ignorance by her habit, untill;a few, 
months before 1 diſmiſſed her; and that by her ar- 
tifice, and not my own incligarion,: I had been in- 
Fnared into this misfortune. As much a rake as I 
had been, I could not but have a ſecret averſion to 
a woman of that diſſolute character. But the in- 
famy of this tragical event has juſtly fallen on me, 
fince in all my other intrigues I had. been the ſedu- 


cer, and too often triumphed in the n of 11 1 


guarded innocence. ' 
The lovely Cimene, to whom: 1 bad pan bar two. | 
days married, inſtead of betraying any. female weak- 
neſs, with peace in her looks, and perſuaſion i in 
her tongue, endeavoured. to compoſe the grief and. 
diſtraction with which ſhe found this infamous e- 
vent had filled my thoughts. In her calm and un- 
ruffled temper I ſaw the privilege of a ſpotleſs life, 
ou. a mind onclauded with A fees from unecaſy 
reflectians 


; — 
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reflections on what was paſt, or reſtleſs expectations ; 
of what was to come. 

This is juſt. the reverſe, of my. condition. The 
unhappy end of this miſerable woman, the double 
murder of herſelf and unborn infant, the ſhare I* 1 
have had in her misfortunes, has brought my for - 


mer crimes in Hos bla ef] ape. wy Omer i 
brance. 8 Fi - 115 42 7 „ - 


it conſeious euilt's rhe e of zeil N J 
Were all but Fables, , elſe," the Pricſi hood 7. 225 A 


Like furies, the ghoſts of my paſt ſins ſtart up, 
and terrify my reſtleſs imagination; my debayches, - 
quarrels, licentious amours, paſs in a confuſed 
ſucceſſion before me. This is what ſecretly blaſts 
my joys, when to 8 world (hey appear in their 4 
full bloom. FLY 

It is not a month. ſince my ſofieſt wiſhes were 
crowned in the poſſeſſion of the charming Cimne; 
Lam yet ſurrounded with the congratulations of 
my friends on the happy occaſion; every other cir- 
cumftance of life ſeems to conſpire to my ſatisfac- N 
tion. Tou will aſk me, my Lord, why I am net 
eaſy and thankſul in this circle of thy nj 
ments? What is the hinderance ? 2 Where is the - 
here AE 

It is guilt, it is conſcious gui i What was the. 
matter with.the firſt bold tranſgreſſor? Why did 
he run to the thickets to cover him? Why ſhtlter | 
himſelf among the trees of Eden? What could | 
make. him fly that gracious preſence, at which in- ö 
nocent nature ſmiled, the new creation bloomed a- 
freſh, and the morning: ſtars rejoiced ? ? Why is he. 
fearful in the cool of the evening, who at the 
dawning of the ſame day knew no ſuch paſſion ? 
What has made this ſudden alteration? Some 
mighty change muſt be within, for all withont is 
the ſame. Is he not in paradiſe, ſurrounded with vj | 


| al the * plexſures of ſenſe! The warbling muſic of 
21 the 
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the groves delights his ear; to charm his fight, the 
gay creation unfolds its various beauties; the 
flowers breathe ambrofial fragrance to cheer him; 
the balmy air is yet unruffled by tempeſts, "the fon 
ſhines in its original ſplendour, and nature ftands 
dreſſed in all her primæval perfection! The man 
is in exact temperament formed for immortality, - 
and juſt warm from his great Creator's hands; 
from whom, with wild. amazement, now he- flies, 
and ſeeks the covert of the woods for ſhelter. 
| This was all the effect of guilt, that ſecret wound 
k that bleeds within! Tou will excuſe my dwelling. 
io long on this melancholy theme, chen I tell you 
it is ſome relief to that anguiſn Which is a ſectet to 
all the world but your Lordſhip. I am well ac- 
quainted with your compaſſion and fidelity; and. 
am going to make a farther trial of them, by a re- 
lation which will ſurpriſe you. I will not exact 
"of your belief, nor enter into the reaſon and philoſo - 
N phy of it; nor will I preſume to contradict it, 
3 ſhould you tell me I am diſtracted, that all I am 
; going to diſcover is the effect of frenzy. As it was. 
but a momentary appearance, J will aſſert nothing. 
But as I was indulging my melancholy temper; in 
the retreat of a ſummer- houſe, fitting very late in 
a. penſive poſture, leaning on a table, a pale ſul- 
phurous gleam of light appeared, that ſeemed to 
hover round a form reſembling Palanty's; who . 
Vith a rueful aſpect, dreſſed in the habilements ef 
the dead, ſtood before me, and, with an air of 
unutterable anguiſh, laid this letter: on the table by 
me, and immediately vaniſhed. TI ſhould think this 
no more than a dream, if the paper had not DEER 
real. The dreadful contents are as > follows.” 


5 - — 
8-7 * 


To LYSANDER. - hs 


1. hw now convinced; by a terrible FIR 

tion, of thoſe truths I once denied. To my 

40 "colt, I. find; that _ is no poetic fiction, no en- 
N * thubiaſtic. 
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Ly forced it. The attempt was vain; the avennes 


„ me; and Rurrai far th 
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i thuſiaſtic dream nor pious fable of ſome mer- _ 


« cenary. prieſt. This was the language of my 


1 impiety, when I followed you in an impudent 


66 diſpuiſe ; and, to ſupport my maſculine charac- 


. ter, acted the Athielt5 by ridiculing all that was 


« facred, till I was given up of Heaven to the 
2 ſtrongeſt deluſion, are? the moſt daring ; infide- 


n 


„ Thus abandoned, 1 frgllowed: the desdiy po- 
«- tion, with a full preſumption of mingling with 


< my native duſt, and being infenfible for eyer. 


« Bur the inſtant death had cloſed my eyes, and 
de laid his icy hand on my heart, a fcene altoge- 
c ther new and ſurpriſing opened before me. The 
«- juſt unembodied ſoul, in the height of aſtoniſh- 
&© ment would fain have ſhrunk back again into its 
© late warm habitation, from whence I had violent- 


« of mortal life were for ever ſhut, and I found 
e myſelf the deriſion of thoſe malignant ſpirits, 
© who had dern my ee to "Hy unnatural 


« fact. 


_ What execrations did I not utter r apainft my- 


* ſelf and them! T had indulged the rage, and 
* practiſed the language of hell in my mortal 
« ſtate ; but here all was fruitleſs and unfeared; 


« J was the captive of thoſe infernal miniſtew, | 


<< who waited to conduct me to the frontiers'of e- 


«« ternal night. I caſt my eyes to the heavenly lu 
«< minaries, and the full-blazing fun, whofe li ight 
4 was to loſe for ever; I bid adieu ef We li = 
«© creation, whoſe Almighty Former Thad denied; 
«© Fcaſt my eyes to the ſparkling gates of bliſs, and 
% with infinite anguiſh, found them ſbut agaipft 
chaos and primæ- 
ce val darkneſs, (far from the limits of celeſtial 
% day), I reached my deſtined habitation; a dif- 


mel region, Halte and wide, 'of RAR: no mor- 


| tal 
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9 * form a. conception, non Soda n. 
e half its terrours. 
„ Oh! fly the paths chat lead to theſe 1 mourn« 


I F "out Lbodes As I have been, in my mortal. Nate, 
| * the inſtrument of hell to entice you to ſin, your 
©: & 5 ron would vaſtly aggravate my own milery 3 
s aud l am ſuffered to warn vou, as: the rich li- 
s hertine in the Goſpel would have warned his 
e brethren, chat you come not to this Pues of ore 
. | ce ment. | ; to 22 c 
4 J muſt no farther e 5 ſecrets of the 
1 deep; 3 but am commanded back to the ſeats of 2 
& e e might, a and 1 def pair! 4 
4151 106 ara ix, 


2? . 
X 
. 


Ke That this lager was 1 on the table, vrit DIO 2 
character exactly like Palanty' s, is fact, whethes © 


he reſt was real. or iner, I dare not decide. 
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| - Letter the fred, To my Lord = ,. fen la. 


sad DER. 
My N 4. 
you are: entirely at your. liberty eo reject 8 
lation I ſent. you. I never intended to make 
your belief in ghoſts and . apparitions-a teſt of your 
Chriſtianity, Thar ſtands on a more fure founda- 
tion, and has all the evidence of reafon and, mira - 
cles to ſupport it. I am an inſtance of its divine 
power, by which I am transformed from the bru- 
| tal to the human nature. I can now glory in that 
q privilege I lately deſpiſed, and, without FRAY 
1 claim che dignity of a ręaſonable creature. 
fincere, and found acecp- 
The ſacred illumination ſcat- 


My penitence w 
tance from Heave * 


| tered the OR 0 j — and * in 1 


ue eres RY en 1 Spiric Jreathed, | 
peace, and heavenly bene ji obey 3s tomy JO! 
felt the powerful influence, 
jove were kindled, my fears 
before the morning · ſun. 


8 K x Neer bog | 


All hail ,(l rid), Fe unknown belle 


Atte 


ws ye unexperie 
« what are my paſt enjoyments! What are all the 
« amuſements of ſenſe! I never dived till now; I 
& knew. no more than the n name, the 
on: happineſs; but, DOT. L ken ible, and taſte 
e the.joys of angels. Lt. 

I hope, my Lord, you will not chin theſe the 
flights of imagination You. that have always be- 


licved the articles of religion, and kept its bright 


nced. pleaſures. Compared to you, 


ſhadow of 


rewards in view, can reflect on ſuch ſubjects more a 


calmly; but to me theſe glorious truths are all. no- 


velty and ſurpriſe. If a wretch; from e 


had been kept in a gloomy dungeon, and juſt del 


2 
4 


vered from the dark confinement, with what A 5 


ports would he ſalute the great 
ven, while one that from his birth had been blef 
with their bane world meet e without an- 
tion? 


Theſe in 


. 4 p24 e 


I caſt my eyes, I meet impreſſions of the Divinity ;- 


I trace his toatſteps. among the ſilver rills, and in- 
voke him in the ſilent grove. You know my poe- 
e compoſures; but 
nd. in ſome fylvan 


tic humour, by tod many loo 
my muſe is now conſecrated, 3 
retreat often aſſiſts my evening evotion. PLAY 


Permit me, my. Lor to are my lad invocation. 


to che heavenly, power. e a! ; 


"Dofeend,, Gele eftial Kathe 9215 ah, ; 1 98 9 


The uncreated ſource. t and laue! 
Perpetual calmt, 


1 e an grad ek wait on t Wa 4.8 
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important fabjedts n whole atten» 8 
tion; che creation wears new beauties; wherever 
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and death, thy quickening ray ee, 


e nature miles, by thee b 2 | 
%, and wikd confiyfion, Ron retire" 110 
Before thy rieay, ithuminating. # TOR 


N 
2 vey Od * 


"wy ul fb mw 
0 thou — ereation bloom” 

With ative (if yi» quickening virtue come · 
Come, be t filent fall of eveni d.., ' 5 

> moiſture all the ery field renews; © 
Breathe on me, lite the ſweet Sabean gale, 
That fans with ro £4 wings the verdant 4% 
Smooth as the gliding muſic, that contre 1 
Fach beman care, and fleals upon our” bulb + 
In triumph, with the avenly train ends 
25 bves RE gra — — on iber attend. 1 1 

er, by ar fountain's full, 
oft haſt an ed to a ue call woes 5 
| 3; 25 art 33 er humble cell, 
wi 


men has deign d to well, 1 
the þ; gh celeſtial ſeats, * h 

805 r in r eee 
When holy vows "thy kind deſcent , _ te 
Thou hear”ft the gentle whiſpers with Gigs We 
Mile Nature tir d her midvight - ſabbath keeps, - . 
Aud every thought, but pure devot ion, ſleep - 
The ſmiling fart roll on, the dazzling nion 4 
I pomp advances ta her filent n-unn n 
While thy fweet voice, foft as the midnight- air, * 
-  Diſpels the gloom of every earthly care, 88 7 . 
Dnfſalling boundlj; profpete of delight, © © 5 1735 

Before the piercing, intellectual gr. 
Beneath the ſacred mount, by thee inſpired, 5 
The Hebrews glorious leader fat retir d; wi 
The new-made world, and Eden's blooming pride — 
Is various ſcenes before him lay deſery d. 

2 e e fwain, how didſt thou then deſpiſe * 


"i ha ar court, Bow Wt in threert” | 
n bat. | 


IA 
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| What ware the grandruts.of that royal ſeat 
To the diſtinction of thy y prom fam 4 
While paradiſe, in #7 2 charming viewt, 


For thee, the 2 — voice 2 . 5 „N 
en. thee, again, the . ref = 
227 for thas they. raiſe rungful wks. „ 8 15 


1 apy — the me/odious Iyns, 
wide creation join the choir, oh "AA | 
* * me, Propitious Spirit, lead me far: L 
Where leroy ren, bow 06 fre . Ts. 
Tou c viſions, ou my 2 9 
And. cuony — 7+ 1 arri _ things contraui £7 7 
Turo what me thi, what v 1 
My fancy led, with Ede reedom grau, 
. .Reveal'd the avenues of pleaſure lia, 
And open wide the cryftal portal „ 
Immortal beauty. ſimilas, angelic powers, 
In jeft-reſponſes, fing from. — boawers. 
| You will not blame me, being got here, if 1 
have no inclination to deſcend. But 1 will 
prevail. I ſink to cok native clement again; win 


WJ . 4 e ned, believe me io bee ] | 
Your Lordfbip's © FIG. '" 
Me oft I humble N 


Tranpkz. 


= Tr 
The ci the fory of eee the boft bet- 
er S 


* wrote you. word, bal had made. an ac- 
unintance in a who lived in a little retire» 
ment, at the foot of a hill, a few miles from my” 
houſe. I then gave you an account of the. pictp 
and beauty of thoſe exemplary recluſes; and o- 
ed, that I Had: not at that time forgot the chazms 
of 2 5 ao But I did not tell you, * 


r A a on tr 
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my command, ſhould leave all the 
 xims of mankind, and fall in love 


and elegance of the other inhabitants of that h 


eraledt by all the wiodiſh/ſetſemes of imoroſt und f- 


liances. "Nay: could that darling (but miſtaken) no- 
tion of liberty hold me out againſt the deſire Thad 
to call her mine, and make her ſo by the wars ne 
and happieſt ties, thoſe of marriage! I ſtruggled 

with my own heart, and would fan have terrified 
it by the laugh I ſhould raiſe among my acquain 
tance, when they heard that I, in che gayeſt bloom 
of life, and with four thouſand pounds: 22 "at | 


man, who had only beauty, and the fa tity 
manners, to recommend her. For though her 
birth is noble, ſhe has only three thouſand pounds, 
which I deſign to ꝓreſent to | Honoria her mother, 
the day after our marriage; which will: be ſolem- 
nized as ſoon as my lawyer can finiſh a deed, by 
. which, I give Melifja a. thouſand pounds a year 
| Fentichar ge. for her uten caſe the 1 a ſurvive 
Wiz 4 | 
Now 1 have told you my bappineſs, 1 cannot 
| help making you-acquainted with Roſella's ; "whoſe 
2 you often ſaid, touched you. I went to the 
e of Honoria the day ter. I.came hither, (for 
now it was my only buſineſs); as ſoon as I alight- 
ed, a clean footman in a frock turned up wih 
green, took my horſe. I expected from this to 
find an alteration in the family; for when I was 
there firſt, they had no livery- ſervant. As ſo%n 
as I came into the hall, I W a beautiful young 
man, whoſe dreſs was entirely plain; his Hair Hung 
in natural curls without any powder, and his air 
and appearance ſeemed to ſuit with the - ſimplicity: : | 


app | 

_ dwelling, Roſella was fitting by a table, and had a 

boy of about fourteen months old in her lap, roſy 

azad ſmiling as a cherubim, who was playing with . 
Eee flowers with which 2 was going to 7 
Meek a a baton. 


838 
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a Noſel 8 
towards me, defired 1 | C | 
ſent her buſband Alonzo ty me; | was rcjoiced at. 
the ſound, and congratu d her upon the change 
of her fortune, in a manner that might convince 
Her how ſincerely I ſhared in all that related to her. 
The lovely. Maliſſa ſeemed lad to ſee me, and ran 
to call Honoria” with an ging. haſte. Aker 2 
few compliments were over, I inquired what hade 
produced the alteration E ſaw, Honoria told me, © © 
that about two years and a half ago 4/enzo's father 
fell dangerouſly d that he expreſſed an ardent 
deſire to ſee his fon +. which his wife wrote 
to a nephew ſhe had in yy 34s i (who was the moſt 
intimate friend Alonzo had upon earth), in hopes 
that he might poſſibly be — with the place 
of his retreat; and begged of him, if he knew ho r 4 
to direct a letter, that he would write, and defire him 1 
to come and ſee his dying father. The nephew. imm 
mediately diſpatched an expreſs to Alonzo, wheowas 
retired. into à little village in Lanca/bire, where he 
boarded in the houſe: — old clergyman, We 
had no other family "han biraſclf and his wife, ndl 
who were glad to have Alonzo with them, a8 8 4 
appeared a modeſt, ſober young man 3 for their 2 I 
_ circumſtances. were too plentiful to want theadyany | ; 
tage of a boarder. He .immediateh F left the old f 
people, and came home about four n ore, 3 
Sghtof him, nordid he feel lefsj jo og, when his eher * 
_ afſured him, that Montonor (for tharwas hipfather's 
—_— had, for many ate 8 Ire his Ul! 
ved a very penitent, regu ee 
As ſoon a8 I heard of Hlenze's,return,. 
him a etter, in which abe fee | | 
as Montanor's: funeral, glia Jar . 
come. till that time. He com with me cj ht 
requeſt, as he has ever ence dons al tha 105 
diode bn. About 1 weeks 
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moſt! feet harmony, cannot deny bim the 5 Ju- 


only happier in our, retirement than we were 


ed at a prop: Wien, to Meh 
hp me, begged I would endeavour to get Mes! 


$f 


ho-were married. Ae gane na enjoy tho 4 


company of my dapghter while I lived in this ſoli- 


tary habitation; for Leb not thin Gf leaving 
it ; and we have ; paſted 1 our time ever ſmee in hs 


-: + 


IR, 


' ſtire of ackriowtedging.t6- his face, that wein 


before, by the addition of a cheerfül companion 
but edifſect and improved by the piety of his Hife? 4. 
lonʒb ſeemed but of countenance at this part of her 

difeduffe; and the modeſty with wich he received 


it, ſhowed how much he deferved the praile he 


gaye Him. She continued to tell me, d abour: -- 
four months after he married Roſella;' he received ii 
a letter from the lawyer inthe village where he had 
boarded” to let him know, that a feœẽ weeks ago C 
the / clergyinan with whom he had lived, had buried 
his wife, and about a fortnight after felt NitnſetF4ll © 


of the farhe fever, and died; that he had by his 
will left Tlanzo his eſtate, which was abo 


It A uud * 


dred and eighty pounds a- ear, and two thouſand 
pounds in money; which, added to about two. 


hundred and fi pounds 4-year, And ſome money 
_ which his father* eft him, makty ety” fortune” very 


es 


SY *07- 7 men. 1 „ 
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Here Honpria ended ber ifebarls z and it we 
ſo late, that they defired me to ſtay dinner. After 
which Tafked to ſpeak with her alone, and told 
her, T'begged T might have leave to propoſe myſelf a 

ela, ff her heart was not alread e 
affured me it was not, and ſeemed furpi wh 
' advantage: but 


8 at nl her interpoſing her authority; 
e could not tefo de, even jr in ſo advantigeous 
a 2 05 op, 2 tc force 1 1 icHnati dr When I named 


kan the lexvitig of hevtnother; 
all — Spule wald 8 
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« to. But, after af few, 55, che nearneſs io, my 
haquſe reconciled, her to ht ſeruple,. and I had che 
Joy to, find, that . inclinatio lon had a greater * 
5 ee e Jn by . Rejoice with i 
Iyſander b e neſs in your alliance will 4 
_endat. my. deat the. converſation 1 hall i how: en- 
joy, will fit; me for eternal rewardg. ], IL wih make 
no, apology to you for the ſallies ol my. pleaſure, 
; bie, will let we talk to you, of e Dux. * 


5 1 R us 2294 f 1 „ „ be . - 
4 4 b * 8 75 3 1 4 1 - 4 #48 3» 6k 
Sx * > : o a 
+. x 2 ＋ "+ * @ » 2 - 11'S 2 % . o 


p „ 
5 . e 
. i C . OY 
: 4 
” . FP 
: a f . 2 
5 * \ . 3 Y 4 
, hes _ al 
C * 2 hr * ot : 
: WY Sv r 4 1 4 4 wy YI 3 nn 
1 1 m_—_ 1 N I — = ER SRO 
** _ ond 0 5 * a. bes 2 a. 15 * 
r — — — * a — = \ = 
. 


17 E T TER T. | W ns - 


CELTS 34.93 342 od + 


NS e 23. Fa 


| einn, 
PUT ni is q 7 51 410 5 
I have always made yon F what - 


A ever has related: to me, :;I-cannot::help:igiving 
you an-account: of the pleafuro-and:pain,occationed 
by an acquaintance I have made with a young wo- 
man ſince L came hither. She was only daughter 
- 10:2: man who had been formerly. an officer. in the 
Engliſb army; but quitted it in diſoontent, and 
came hither {withiSemanthe e oa ta treat 
with ſome people about a project of working in 
ſome mines, whack are boliched? 0 have te 
1 5 70 te „ _ 
1 nthe came to ſee me upon my "argival. + 
found ſo much wit and good-nature in her conver- 
dom that we contracted a great intiniacy, and 
vere continually together. She had W 6” 
cation that could make her company entertaining; 
ſhe ſung, played on the harpſicord. painted im wa- 
ter- colours, and had a at a genius for poetry. 
Her ſentiments on all ſubjects ſeemed juſt: and noble. 
I chought myſelf. the happieſt perſon in the world 
in finding a companion ſo inſtructive and agreeable. 
She told me the ſtory:of her paſt life; 8 ; 
\ deſeribed 3 in W ſtill ra 
31 
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_ eſteem ey e Thad het pteaſure 
| find 77 the higheſt rules of juſtice and 
ae and, choigh now in the early part 
of her life, ſhe was gulded by the niceſt rules of 
virtue. By a e ſhe had for a perſon 
_ whom ſhe was ly loved, T 
of the be ee of * conduct; T found that no 
FPartiality or tenderneſs could tempt her to wet po 
m the ele F of oben and h 
nur. ä 
I was not at reſt till I had pou poured ond alt the le. 
erets of my heart to her; which I did without. the 
leaſt reſerve ; and truſted her with a ſecret of the 
wa teſt importance to my future tranquillity.—— 
what is human de nce =I found the 
inmoft ſecret of my ſoul betrayed: by the erſon; 
min whom I had ſo entirely confided.» | knew . 
not how to behave myſelf in this perplexity. 
I had too mack: compaſſion for my fallen friend, | 
to give her che pain and confuſion 2 hearing my 
 -Feproaches ; and too much ſincerity, to continue 
my intimacy with her: but, for my own ſecurity, 
I was forced to break off all further commerce 
vk one of whoſe guilt 1 had the utmoſt cer 
tainty. 1 e en, 
Tpis is a a very \ Tenfible afliftion te me in a place 
where I have s few acquaintance, and am not in 
a temper to contract any new friendſhip. . I could 
as ſoon have queſtioned my own exiſtence, as 32e - 
 manthe's truth; and now, though I cannot acquit 
her, I am perpetually endeavouring to mitigate her 
crime. I tell my heart, her errour did not proceed 
from any malignity in her nature, but a too great 
confidence in ſome other friend; that ſhe, as well 
as I, had been deceived, and only told my fęecrets 
| where ſhe thought ſhe might ſafely have — her 
oon. I am ready to melt into tears whenever I 1 
think of her, and find more compaſſion than anger 
on * on her * Though I no et 
donverſe 
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converſe with her, it is more to make her nds . 

of her guilt, in — a truſt of imp 

trance, than to he my on reſentment, I 

be for ever intereſted in her welfare; and, if wn 
8 ow ayers have any force, ſhe will live to wear off e-- 
very failing that can caſt a blemiſh/on a mind capa- 
ble of arriving at as great a degree n ee as 
' * nature is capable of. „ | 
I have wrote myſelf into too melancholy a hu- 
mour to o ſax any e Wee * am 
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5 From: biens, giving an account 's her, ae 
f F ment. 1 „„ 


My diar Ox rang, eee e 


F Told: yOu before Tleft my brother J boote. er 5 

© you ſhould hear from me as ſoon as I was ſettled, 

and Lan L vouid inform you of the reafon of my 
flight. Fou have too much candour and charity 
to judge harſkly-of, my proceedings; which, could: 
you ſee my hearts da ge rather Pity; than con 
- end ane Toe: See e S 8 

Tou have often within theſe u {year ob- | 

Nerved: an alteration in my; temper. and perſon, I 
am no more the ſprightly florid creature. that you 
uſed to call the —.— of health and cheerfulneſs. 
You ſaw the change, but did not gueſs the cauſe 
was a: ſecret, hopeleſs paſſion. I was ata play: I 
ſaw chere one of the moſt agreeable perſons in the 

world. His: dreſs; his behaviour, every thing : 
Was; graceful. and eaſy. The tragedy. of Cats: was 

acted. He was attentive, and ſeemed to enter into: 
every noble ſentiment, where either the hero er 1 
eee Hu aſpect wory the viſible - 
31 5 8 3 characters 
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Characters * fortitude and virtue. - Hes ſtaod up 
between the acts, and turned towards the boa 
. where I fat ; and, when I went out, he made way 


des of the world for me Kr rr 


8 in a frolic, to ſpend'an idte hour, in whiſpe- 
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for me through the croud. But I never after u 
him in any public place, nor knew ee 
he was. But the charming youth had made an 

preſſion on my thoughts, which had 7 a0 op a pi 


happy effect. I grew. weary of the-noiſy tumultu- 


dus way of lieing an my brother's honſe, ene refu- 


fed ſharing in the conſtant round of divenfions chat 
my fiſter loved. Nor could hace be any thing 
3 :diflolute and extravagant than the manners of 
this family; aſſemblies, balls wies . 
ſorts of ls and Beenöoulnefg-⸗ = C' Indeed 
approved t entertainments:; and 8 always | 
- _ uneaſy, without knowing how to make myſelf 0- 
therwiſe. ö 

| The paths to tappiaatb that je FS oropofid: 1 
was as ignorant of as the ſavage Americans * 
Native groves. Dumain, who 1 5 fiſter, 


| ras a profeſſed Hberime, My parents left n ne v 15 


young to their care, my filter being many years 
der than I am + pork if my godfathers abd* de 


thers,- iuſtead of renouncing the: Fe and van. | 


lemmly vowed Iſhoukd- 2 midſt of thate 
ſnares and ſeducing temptations, they could nor 


more effeQually hate tiſcharged their ut; ben 
by placing me in this family';- whole: Sunday's: u- 


muſement was cards; for we neyer went to churclr, 


ls e JUL 


gave me a habit of thinking: c e des 


yo the grave 7 bak mg notions were ander ah 
FLY " im perfeck. 
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imperſect. Indeed Ibelie ved there was a Gdanqꝗj,ẽ 
the reproac hes of myt on reaſom ta ht; mquto;foar 
him: but {had never-logked:in the Bille ſince 1 
learned to read; and 35 as ignorant of Chri- 
Ii nit) rds f JOnng ; Hottentot bred in a cave. - | 
; My penſive temper now detęſted vanity, im every 
"appearance. Plays and . novels/no: more: diverted 
me. But wanting; ſomething to read. I ſam a Bible 
6 1 5 — — my ſiſteris woman lay ; and, 
pening it, my attention was immediately engaged. 


3 K he hiſtory was new+«ta+ me. E darnied it. toi my 


| chamber; but how was I ſurpriſed, to find the life 
and precepty of e of:the: Chriſtian 
faith ſo m from the manners a inciples 


er thoſe who aſfumed chat acred. profcilion f T 


found myſelf in the: flowery: paths of ruin, nor 
knew how to extricate elf from the fatal 
ſnare. This was the ſecret language of my ſoul, 
r that inviſible Power which: knew its ——— 2 
E Thou ruler ef the ſty. afmighty Name, 
 Whaſe piercing eye diſcernsmy-rifing thoughts," | 
1 they are form't within my anxious breaſt ; 5 
EY * Thou ſeeſt my ſoul firuggling to break the bandrs.” * 
Miel thus detain ber captive ta the earth: 
Kinn Typen ſetft Bor- vain, 9 ſhe would ſoar on . 3 12 
Haſſion and pleaſure clog her db Ari, ff wee 
" Prevent ber Ms ht, an 4 ſink 'her 2 the tuft 
1 © Thete low Ib fer, and ira | 
- ap feious þ how im impotent b Is 2611 


nien, LO STE 

VIV filter Gon perceinad We; 4 erati 
—— uſed her art to enga; e me in ſome a= 
mal diverſion: But. i in vain [4 ck and tir- 
hr could Ldo? 
is loſt iin "the: Arden ::Iwas>de- 
ins ano y filters charity: and, 


bpeudend dn; 


>:0:;heighten: iyi diſtreſo d was importuned byrmy 
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with borrour, but could not s n 

os quininig:this diſorderly family which I reſdlv- 
ect to do, and caſt m "ws the eee | 
een POET 5, a 5 

I left my brother's houſe juſt after dinner; a 1 
went in a hackney- coeh toda woman in the city: 
chat had been my nurſe. engaged her to ſecreey, 
and gor her to inquire: for à place in ſome. mer - 

chant's family, The ſoon fads and intro- 
duced me to the wife of an Eaſt· India merchant, 
who lived in great ſplendour, My bufineſs was: 
to- wait on has & in the ſtation f a+ chambermaid.. 
She was very handſome, modeſt; and unaffected. 
The orders of the family were ſo regular andi peace - 
| ful; ſo . perfectly the reverſe of my: brother's, that 
. thought myſelf in. another world, and: among 8 . 
new ſet of beings. Pemperance and ſobriety: rel 
od amidſt the height of plen — "The: 
rooms were noble; and:furnithed with:allthe roo 
of the Indian world,. and. looked.ike: the. place « of: 
ſome eaſtern monarch... _ 2 | | 
found myſelf perfectly at ' cafe... Dreffing my- 
miſtreſs was. all I had to do:; which was a very a- 
1 employment, and ſoon diſpatched; She 
ad ſomething. {o genteel in her manner, that every 
thing looked gracefukand becoming. on : hers andt 
coſt but little trouble to make. it fit wo.” Her con 
verſation. was i innocent and inſtructive; her. Hours 
ſpent in reading, or ſome. little amuſement with herr 
_ needle, without the leaſt inclination \t0-rambling. as. 
der balls or maſquerades. * 

I ſpent two or three e i chi regular man- 
nen my miſtreſs treating me almoſt on a level. I 
' had not yet ſeen my maſter, h now returned 
from his — — Butz my dear Oriaua, 
chink what was my affliction, when; L diſcovered 
that he was the ſame Ibvely youttr-Iihad:ſeen ar the 
K-24 apt ſoo eben eee. red as 
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and went immediately i into my-miſtreſs's room. It 
was almoſt two years finee I had ſeen” him, and I 
bad fome hopes I was fo ot; However, I reſolv- - 
celd to quit tlie family, if found he knew me, or 
that my friendſhip r his wife did not extin _ 
my paffion On my 'maſter's part, I ſoon 
reaſon to be eaſy. I hardly ever ſaw him; he os 
either at the Exchange, or when at home, engaged 
in a ſeries of beneficent actions. His wealth Was 
immenſe, which he diſperſed with an unequalled 
generoſity. He affifted honeſt traders, that had 
but a ſmall ſtock, paid the debts of priſoners, | re- 
lieved the widow, and redreſſed the injured and op- 
preſſed. This was every day's buſineſs; which yet 
never intrenched on his Hours of Gevotion, in Joy 
vate or public.  ' 5 8 
_ , Fnow grew eafy. A man of this ende was 
not like to indulge a guilty flame in his own breaſt, 
or to flatter it in mine; beſides, his abſence would 
ſoon relieve me; for he intended to go to the In- 
die: with _w_ fleet, which: wa % forth within a 
month. | 
The time was now endings; The d defore 
he went his voyage, after he had been an hour 
with my' miſtreſs,” in ſome private converfation, he 
left her, and chme direQly into my room, with 
fuch an air of benignity in his face, as ſome hea- 
venly miniſter would wear, who brought a meſſage | 
of peace. 
He began: . Von wal 15 ſurpriſod, Madam, 
to find I know your family, and the reaſon vou 
have put yourſelf into the protection of mine. 
KFhe firſt fight 1 had of you at the play, made 
5 © An impreffion, - which was never effaced, till I 
ave my vous to the beft-of wives. It is with 
* ſome confuſion I own the wrong I did your vir- 
tue, when I tell you nothing ſhould have ppe · 
« vented my purſuit of the paſſion you firſt raiſtd, 


1 * but the feandal of the houſe you was in ; which 
6. was 
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-/*f:Kice, and admire: that triumph 


8 from the:tkeapta 


Wl 


to this propoſal withitranſport,. 


; i peak my gratitude. g 
A* My miſtre S imedigely came ine me 
with g 


Jneſs ſhiving in het eyes, and gave me the 


bank bills, with a grace, which only; virtue can 


ſtamp on human actions. She. prevented my thanks, : 
by making an apology for her, ignorance; of: my 


quality, aſſuring me. the houſe was entirely at my 


command; and chat the hopes of my ſtaying auh 


65 her was che. greateſt fatisfaction the propoſed in her 


2 : dear Zenry $ abience. I could not poffibly diſeoner 


my ſenſe of this ſurpriſing benefit, by all the force 

of language. My filenee, and * zevderntſs 
into which the ſaw: my ſoul was mtited, was the 
only evidence of gratitude Lcould nam give. 


In the morning, when every thing was ready for ; 
the parting: of the Eat: India fleet, my generous be- 
nefactor came into his wife's chamber, to take his 
to give 


: laſt adieu. Fi was with her, endeavourinę 
bat conſolation myſelf wanted... Her grief drew 


ſome reluctant tears from him, while 2. endea | 
Vvoured to conesal tho inward anguifh. The hero 
and the lover appeared in his behaviour. And 
when, to excuſe the intemperance of her ſorrow, 
his wife urged the dangers of the ſeas, and ihe rage 
of barbarous nations om! the bore; I hall never 
he: replied, e 


forget wirh what an air of greatneſs 
i erainſ Dieu @ je Wai: * Gade eritinte * . 


4 — | 
© was {o' extrayagants); chat; iti forbade meg erer 
 4,thinking-of you. But I now do you entire ju - 
of honeurzethat 
put von im 4 ſtation ſo dow, to ſecurq yaurſelf 

k | raing to e ö 
L have left you ten thouſand pounds in bank. | 
hills; and have told your caſe (as Ichad r it from 
the d nurſed you) to my wife, Who 
46 has all the virtues chat: ever adorned the ſex. She 
and: waits | 
% while I am + gone: 40 deliver che bills. He faid | 
wy this, and left me withqut tit acer enen 


8 ee. | 


« ] fear 
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Let.i! 5. tener ang Dante, 


had he ſeen the ſtars falling fre ere | 
lf heard che foünd of che zt wundere Wen 6 
r. had, with anlappar ret, free ro 
* the embraces of dis wifeF" Fick a 100k of cumpaſſi- p 13 
m on, like that of fbr pitying asgel, He bid tac © 2 
0 farewell. His domeſties were . 1 — WF, 

e pailige: from his houſe! was erouded wh: his gtateb 
s ful dependents, . whoſe wrongs or neceflities had 
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d been, redreſſed by hid. A thouſand ardentpriy- - | 
0 ers for his proſperity reached the ſkies; and gain- 1 
ec the divine aſſent; while he Haſted thr6ug u che 3 
„a daitting throng,” diſtreſſeq- Vieh eke pot thr ap- F 
e plauſe. D eee eee eee 3 


— 


How poor 4 fle ure is ät Oft Ubertite; e i” 
molt glittering* nejuths of vatity// compared ro this 
great man, who Hus fo early begun his race of glo- 
Ye and is in the very bloom o ouch mature in 
every virtue! Inſtead of Pan bb eure in a train 
of idle amuſemients che ay "ps — of Bis life 4s "7 
voted to heave penny? | Flfire- Frou 
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1 ed notion of virtue your example gave mep:tis 
one of the greateſt» ſatisfactions I have, to- ret 
dle ſenſe of that immenſe obligation, by unfolding: 
the moſt ſecret recefles of my ſoulto ?¾Q 1h 5:7 | 

JI cannot but communicate my; content; owhile: d | 

very view my thoughts take heigh tens my . t 
neſs. I look back — the ſtormpy Grran, chertumule e 


ang NP EAI paſty: : 4 z | 
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ous power that ſaved me on the very edge of per 
tion. Nowyben I look forward, ,mF[Expectations; are 
all bright and unbounded... % ww 10 SEW ty £64 1 bg +; T% 
I bid my ſoul take its eaſe, baniſh every care, | 
and act, without reſtraint, che glorious pi ( digal. I, | 
ſurvey my vaſt poſſeſſion, loſe my wiſhes in end. 
leſs plenty, and give up all my powers to indolence 
. and joy. 1 look to the. ſtars; count the hea - 
venly glories wart call 57 treaſures or: min 1 
bg 3 ) a> | 
La chaos: come, acaia.; 3 be the, ay creation loſt. * 
in darkneſs, and the fair face of Nature become an 
univerſal blank; let her 3 fade, and thoſe 
divine characters ſhe wears * effaced ;; 1 hall: yet 
be happy. When the groves ſhall no more renew 
their verdure, nor the valleys; boaſt their flowery. 
pride, when the ſun is extinguiſhed · in the. 
ſkies, and all the æthereal lamps have burat- out 
their golden flames, when the commiſſioned an- 
gel ſhall lift his hand on high, and ſwear by he 
unutterable name That time ſhall he no Den 
—— when theſe tranſitory i images of things fore 
ver take their flight, I ſhall explore. the worlds off 
_ and pleaſure, and nne in the plentitude of 
3. 
Then ſhall the celeſtial arcona_be navdled. 1 
the heaven of heavens diſcloſe their glories ; ; the 
ineffable Divinity ſhall ſhow the milder beauties of 
his face, and manifeſt as much of his excellence, as 
created intellects can ſupport, But what angels 
wing has meaſured the height of his throne; Who 
has entered thoſe ſacred — where he dwells - 
in himſelf, poſſeſſed of unbounded bliſs? Has the 
ocean of joy been fathomed, or che limits of inde- : 
pendent Eliciry deſcribed? Who has: found acceſs. 
to the inmoſt habitations of the Moſt Hi gb, and | 
gazed on eſſential glory; before whoſe — e- 
manations che angelic e ſplendours are eclipſed, the 


80 and principalities of light diſappear 2. ö how 
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bas 
Where 2 
Mere 15 e 
-Uncopy'd yet e creating jower# 
Ten thou and various forms, — fair, 
Forres in their ſupreme ideas there: 
While wiſdom, with ſuperiour order, Jhines as 
In boundleſs ſchemes, andinfinite defigns-: 
-Wandpous the preſpett, clear, andunconfin' & 

Aut apen only to th Eternal Mind. 1 
What towering intelloct, with daring flight, 
Mat made excurſion. thro* theſe realms © of lights; .- 12 
The bleſs'd receſſes, where approach ef Gott, 

From all duration, made hit high abode ? 


From whence oy pe ſprin 175 He at iſe 
Ho from their deep exh s ſource they fow, 
'To actuate heaven, and cheer the world below 2 

T boſe dazzling habitatians who has found, = 

#Hhere Loue, in ali his heau'nly charms, fits crown'd? 
Great Love, th' Almight ghty hty Father's 95 1 
Hit image, and the. — . his f 
The full 0 
Abe all bis glorious im . mer = 

was thou ods didft zit boi, thoughts RES 

His ſale 8 bis peculiar; | 

2 a ut rod. can : tell 
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Whee'er has mark'd, with 504 inguirin . 
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Who ſing thy conqueſts in ib immortal bowers. - IN 
Fer thou doſt every. heavenly, breaft ws yy” 
And hud Victorias anfwer to thy ni, _ . f 
Their beings 525 their bliſs hep * to OR | 
Thou equal offspring. . tbe 
His perfets image Thou 470 Ir „ 
For all the bri bt .Gvinity 2 Lore. 8 1 NY 


voti 6nd, in whate) 


the ſaint or the libertine, love is the animating mo- 
tive, the leading principle. But how ſuperiour 
are my proſpects 1 how glorious the hopes that 
now fire my foul, to the trifling ends I had lately 


in view ! My deſires terminate in nothing —. 
A. mg 


infinite excellence. and unbounded worms df 


LETTER XVI. * 
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2 to PS will, 
ict command? 


af 


00 Wichin the dren] dodiverared E= * 

« An image of the Virgin · Mother's found ; 

<* Perpetual lamps hgfore the wondrous — 

« Are lighted up, and fragrant incenſe laid, . 
* This ſtatue, Sir, by your. own hands ef 
« From thence, muſt he in Macon s temple laid; 


0 Secure'd by. ſpells, .while that does ſafe remain, we” 


*t * Godfrey hank ſtorm the ages ,, 


— 


. en thrones, dominions, „ N 


ver character I wy whether 


* 
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This ſaid, th! impatient King Ares lisa. 
With impious fury, to the holy place; 
Nor to ꝓrofane the ſacred pavement ths. * 3815 
But madly-thence:the benuteeus ĩmage bears. > 
| Then in his god's polluted ſeat 'twas: laid, r 13 
While o'er it every charm the wizard ſaid.)· 
But when in heaven the next eee 
ts guardian finds the ſacred treaſure. gone Cr 
per. dren in vain 3; then with-s thoùſand fears, 
Diſtracted, to the-court:the tidings bears 
The Prince, his Chriſtian ſubjecis firft ſulpes, - 
And all his flaming rage at them-directs 
But whether human hands the work had Ane. 1328 
Or power divine, to men was yet unknown. /-- Bs 
The curſe'd inchanter mutters: 0'er-his nen 141 
Yet nothing. by he bhelliſh art reveal ++ {4.3 
Each houſe was ranſuck d to its laſt retreat, 1 a * 
But no faceeſs:th*:enrage'd inquirers met. 
Tias then refolv'd,”? 4,” (rhe raving. monarch. aries), 
« I'll doom them all: one. gen ral {acrifiee-; +. -/| | 
The guiltleſs with th' unknown offender falls ; 1 
A fact like this for ſpeedy vengeance calls, 
This cruel ſentence reach d the Chriſtians cars. 


Their ſudden fate unuſual Horrour wears; 8 10 is 
4 
iA 


No dawaing h 
No method of defenee, or ſecret flight 

Nor dare they mercy ſrom the tyrant crave: 
Their laſt and def p'rate refuge was:the grave. 4 
But Heaven, which ne'er abandons the Sifreſs'd- 7 
Provides them ſuccour, where they hope d it leaſt, 47 
A: beauteous virgin. lived, but live'd ane Fo 


ope of ſafety was · in * enn 


4 


Amidſt the concourſe of the noiſy. town; to 5:4 
Alively bloom adorn'd her charming face, - : wal py 4 
An artleſs ſoftneſs, and perſuaſive grace. wo 4 
To this advantage fav ring heaven had j Join! 4. wot 
The richer. bleſſing of a noble mind. 4 


With pious thoughts, and ſacred zeal inſpir's 2. 
From all the wor Id ſhe, would have liv'd retired ; 3 1214 
But envious- Love the chaſe. deſign forbid," He 45 
N ſo ech ere being 5 Fa 
Mrs hk 15 7 1 A youth: 


— 
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Ayouthful vot'ry to her & eyes WD 
His fatal power had Aer a ſacrifices: n 
One creed, one holy. faith: they both confels'd, 

In one pure form were both their prayers a in 


The youth as modeſt as his miſtreſs fair, was 1 
With awful ſilence til conceal'd himcare 75 „ e 
And ſtill the lovely author of his pain: > 


- A\ſtranger to his am'rous grief remains 3 | 


His cares and fervices were all _— L540 
Nor once regarded: by the war Sen der per 5 2 
The Chriſtians danger now — ber ears. 
And fill'd her with a thouſand growing fears, 
At laſt, ſome gen'rous ſtratagem ſhe ſought, .-. | 
How, . by her own, their ſafety might be "bought. | Y | 
But ſhame, and female fear th mes. 
And render all her great intentions ain 7 
Till bolder hope her firſt: deſign renews, . 
Which bravely now the ſtedfuſt maid purſvet, ; / 11 
She paſs'd the crouded ſtreets with ſober pace, 25 
Nor ſtrove to veil, nor yet expoſe her face; 2 
Downward her eyes with modeſt looks incline,. oh 
And with a nice engaging coyneſs ſhine; 
Her charming air, her eaſy. mien, and dreſs; | 
Nor art, nor perfe& negligence confeſs: : 
Admire'd of all, the thoughtful beauty pas d, 
And met the wild diſorder'd king at A 17 0 
* Great Sir,” (ſhe then began), the — (urs; 
* And I th' unknown offender will declare“ 
A decent boldneſs lighten d in her eyes, 
Whoſe piercing luſtre ev'ry heart ſurpriſes ' 
he vanquiſh'd monarch ſtood confaſe'd and charm! 4 
is viſage alter'd, and his- rage difarm'd : 1 
Ev'n love had enter'd, but th imperious fair > 
Attack'd his ſoul by methods too Rr 
Not frowus, nor coy forboding beaut move, | 
But gentle ſmiles indulge the flame of love ; 
Let, if not love, amazement and delight. {HRT 
Her charms within his doubtful breaſt excite, 
He pauſe'd, and thus Let me the — 
The people's lives, at thy requeſt; Pm Tpare, TAGS OY 


Let. 16. Moran b penn. 4 227 
From firſt tolaſt” (ſhe cries) t the dold deſigns! 


« The great attempt and daring aQion: 8 mine. Di, 
And thus, by an heroteal deceit, NA he 
Fer life abandon d fon the public ate 5 NILS 
Again inquir'd the yet ſuſpending King N 
„ Who wðas thy onyſe d adviſer 1 in The; thing P!7 4, + 


Th' undaunted- maid-replies, The Whole * - | 


% Contrive'd, reſolvs d. i and erocute is mine; 
The dan er, the fatigue,” Was mine alone 


„ The guilt and glory ſhall be all my]. 
Enrage'd, the tyrant then replies, And all · 


ec My ven Ace on thy wretched head ſhall;fall, »” 
" Tis juſt, 0 ſne calmly faid),.; % and Im content 7 


Th illuſtrious action mine, mine: bt dhe pöüſhment. 
But, Sir, your anxious fearehes anefn -r, 5 4 


«© The violated i image to regain; ot Bu. Ie WW 4 > 
% For nothing but its aſhes uwe man; 161 
% This way ſecure'd, that by no Pagan ben, 
„The holy ſhrine might be again profane d. 
« Demand no mare, my Lord; ; enough known 
« The action IL. hoth juſtify and own. | | 

Her daring language, and relentleſs i | 
No more the wild outrageous King could bear; 
No: more his ſwelling fury could. reſtrain; 401 h 1 a 
Her youth, her powerful beauty, plead in vain; 
Nor interceding love his rigour tames +1 Lo A 
The pity'd virgin ſentence d. to the flames, ++ ö 


Whom thence (yet with compaſſiom And ue + 


The*murm'ring Pagans-in a tumult forre- "3 


Her hands, are bound, her modeſt face A d. of © 


No more its charms from vulgar eyes conceal'd, - 

Tho? void of fear her. doubtful looks confeſs 2 

A ſoft concern, and human tenderneſ : , +» 

The roſy bluſh, · that from her viſage Mon 174. "6 

Not paleneſs, but a ſnowy white ſüpplies. 
Mean time the wondrous accident was e th 

From ſtreet to ſtreet, thro'-all the ſwarming . *< 


The perſon, doubtful, the relation trne; - | * + / 8 


Among the reſt, Olinda thither drew / 


Too ſoon the wretched. youth approach'd, A umd. 


en hands, his KE miſtreſs bound; 
3 


* 
* 
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DiſtraQted- : 


3 
t Lot. 
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Digntracted now among e m ge, 
And thus alond th King added. 
Ah! Royal Sir, youffelf no — 


«© Nor this fond dial invented tale betete? 


1 „Could ſhe, alas! 1 — 
- „ And froth its feat tine convey > 
is fition n as — | 


* 5 85 45 2. a * 


8 i Nor will I bat e gere Faw enge 1 ou 
He adds, Your temple don a floping wur, ‚ 
«© Receives the light; and dfaws the beamy day; 
* 'Thro' that I ole the ſacred L _ 3 : 
«© My Lord, the ſeritence'd cri you 3 
And cbuld not then = fingle life ſu 7 
oo Unhappy youth?“ (the fair Sophrohia' , 8 
With kindling love, and pity in her eyes). 
* What rage, what fury move d thee, to expoſe | 
«© Thyſelf a victim to relentleſs foes? 
« That you believe 1 cannot die alone!“ 
But nothing could her kind repulſes a 9 8 
Vnſhaken ſtill, His firſt defigns remain: . 
With ſtedfaſt courage each deſpiſes life, 7 
And long between them held the gen'rotts rife „ 
And neither in the friendly conteſt yield. 
T The tyrant raves, nor longer now refrains, 
But both one cruel puniſhment ordains : 
Commiſſion'd, ſoon the charmin th they bind * 
With heavy chains, and to the eonhfin d. 
„This the reward of all my tender cares? ; 
With ſofter thoughts I fed my fond deſires, \ 
And hope'd to meet thee in more gentle fires. 
% Yet could I, falling in thy tender arms; 
«« Expire, my "death had Ri a thouſand chavmsy | 
«« At the laſt fatal z my lips with thine; - 
Dur ſouls united, thei, to heaven ſhould fy; 5 2 
And T content, my charming W el 


© Theſe chaids; this cruel death, being . 
What tears, what mean reluctanee have I hows; 5 
Virtue, and mighty Love, diſpute the 328 5 
Are theſe,” (he cries) ** the fetters dere preparts? 
* Could I receive thy parting fighs,' and Join, ” a4 
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« Far others cares” (ſhe mildly . 
« (linda, ſlibuld our ſetious minds poles, * 
«© Lament thy fins, contemplate „ N 
« Far faith, and humble Penitence, prepar” 2 
« The palm, the ſtarty crown, and mares das, 
„ With all che bouridſefd raptnues that euſue?: 
Survey the ſun, ſurvey the dazalitig Ey,; 
To thoſe bleſs regions we mtiſt ſhurtiy fly.“ ; 
Of gods and men the Pagans murmur'd bra, 
The Chriſtians, fitent, weep among the t 
The King, nor could his pity be di _—_ . 
A 3 unuſtat tenderneſs fur; ed 3 2 
He durſt no more chen view go 


But fix'd, and to reient, — ny 
Copbrenia, unconc alone appears, 
CEOS 


The; mournful officers had place'd, the white, | * 
And now were li; bring up the ſmoky pile; _ 
When a. young pion, with a martial g 
And lefty mien, approach'd the fatal place 5 
A tygreſs on her ploomy helmet ſhone, 
Which, for the fair Clarinda, made her — 
Her ſex's nicer ornaments ſhe fled, 
In toilſome arms, to great achievements bred $477 
Her hands the labour of the loom refuſe, © 
Nor in a cloſet could her mind amuſe; 
But o'er the fields, in favage ſpoils array'd, 
Qr thro the woods, with fearleſs dee re 
When et a child, the fiery ſteet he rein d, 1 
Challenge d the race, or wreſtied on the fand; 
Vaſt deſerts, bills, and pathleſt wilds ſhe — 
When with her ſpear the — boar ſhe chaſed, 
- From Perſe now the bi 
To win new trophies of imn 
In battles paſt her ſword had 
The ſcatter'd Gaul to quirthe bloody dec 
Majeftic charms; which every heart ſurpriſe,” 
And awful glories —— eyes 145: 
Arriving repare'd for death fhe found 


: erg tender ren and ts *. r 
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Phe th. to heaven her eyes rage * F. 


And in her looks a ſilent calm expreſs'd . 


The other e and 'melts in pitying wars,. 


Not for his own unhappy fate, but hers. v 
The warlike er both eompaſſion proves, « ” 


But moſt her care the ſilent ſuffer moves. 
She to the peple turns, nor loſes. tie. i 


Demands with haſte, and-hears in brief darein: 


Intreats the execution they'd delay, 


And helps herſelf the ling flames to day 3 8 
Then charged. Let none this office Waren, : 


Til from the king Lend atem oder, back.. 


And decem, Gand, — . fron 
© Th' unknown 8 you: t Hart- 
*© The toils and bazards of the hoſtile field 3 yh i 
A volunteer to your commands I yield 
Whether to meet the battle on the: plain, m 
% Or at the walls the breeches to maintain 
The king replies, Who has not beardithy: fame! 
« What diſtant climes are ſtrangers to thy name? 
Thy deeds, illuſtribus virgin, ſpread thy praiſe, 
% Where'er the wand'r ring ſun reveals his 2 5 4 
« Aſſiſted thus, we Godfrey's arms def, 
% By thee ſecure d of certain victory 3 ñ§ĩ]n 
© To thy command our forces we 4 E 
„% The war and all its glorious conduR's tee, | 
Her modeſt: thanks the graceful maid ex 


pri d, 2 
And thus again her gen rous ſuit addrtſi d.. 


'3 
4, Unuſual tis, I know, my Lord, and bard, 6. . 


on F or ſervice-unperform!'d, to aſk, reward reward; - « 
% But, by your Royal Clemency, aſſureid, * 
« ] boldly beg, of quick ſuccefs ſecure C. 102 5 
4 Reverſe, great Sir, the ſentence d lover's: doom ; 
« An act like this your bounty will becom. 
% Nothing was e er (the vanquiſh'd og reply'd) 
« Toſuch a fer petitioner deny d: inn unk 
„ Their lives, heroic maid, your ouredaſs be; 
by . or en. I fer chem 3 2 2 aÞ 
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From Btatealovs, rehting the PIG of bis PIs 
ALMEDa, in the $15 leiter gg fi ed 


eters Moral and Et en, r 


My dar canal, 
Am pleaſed to find, har, 3 neil 


1 your humour, nor your 

have made you inſenfible 

your friend. Your: 28 
2 Sr 

e inhuman. | 

0 io wy 14 alt 1 22 | 


my jnchaacions for 


to eee which Lada never 1 3 
capable. At laſt ſhe told me,, though: ſhe would 
not ſuffer her tongue ſo" far to belie the ſentimenis 
of her heart as to» refuſe . hear oi refuſe to 
marry her, if I knew how to 1 e 
ligadions to a dying father. 
The naming my father gave a:pjous emotion to 
my ſoul, and awakened all: the filial-gratiuude 3 
veneration due to- his: memory. Fam no b 
Virtue ard vice are with me real diſtinctions- 1 
dare not violate my word to the meaneſt of my = 
 pendents, nor even to my worſt enemy. Honour 
and conſcience have hitherto governed my ſecret 
_ actions. I felt the force of Efvira's words, and 
Left her without making any reply. , | 
But how am Tembarrafied! If I had never ſon 
| the „ a- muſt have deen unhappy. 


= tvire 


N ol 


| ier eas ther; from her infaney, bred up with :\ 
my fiſters. My affection for; her has been always | 
the ſame as for chem; and ſeems the tie of nature, 
not of choice: Im all the littie freedoms of Convet- 
__- - Gon Thave treated her with the ſame decency as 
ff ſhe ſtood in that relation, Deſtiny ſeemed to 
. have ſet ſome ſacred bounds between us, that it. 
 - would have been criminal to 'violdte:” This ſenti- 
mentis ſo habitual bf gy" ythoughts;"that I could Wl © 
* Oo commit inceſt, and — in on All the 
of Nature's Hwe, as fall in love with Elvi- I 
he is handſome enough; fo are my fiſterz. 
1 Fe as.I'd& them, wich à very pure and in- 
nocent affection. Her charms have never kindled 
one ſoft defire in my breaſt: Rather a religions 5 
17 4 771 would ſeize me in . her. She is 
'as ſecure from as if an wget ſtood 
viſtbly before me to nike hes virtue. 
In this fitüation, magine; if- you can, how 4 | 
ſerable I muſt be with this jegacy of à wife. Se 
brings a vaſt fortune, you will tell me: But, my 
dear Carles, could ſne bring me both the Indios, it 
could be no relief to my domeſtic chagkin. I am -- 
no rake. Nor could you-pr any faſhionable © 
"Iiberry-bur what would heightewy my uneafineſs,-- 
Let I date not reflect on my father. It was not 
avarice that governed him; but- rather eompaſſion 
for a young orphan committed te his care. Ho- 
ever I ſuffer, be his memory unblemiſhed; and the. 
FE ſaered remains undiſturbed by my complaints. 
ne Hut the criſis of my miſery is yet untold;' Almea 
A is fred to her cruel reſolution of ſeeing me no 
more. T& what cave, what deſert, what unfre- 
be iu e place ſhe is retired; I=canwot find: Bat 
is certainly eloped from mortal men and - 
ſeapes all my inquiries. However, ſhe has favour- - | 
ed me with the incloſed letter fince her retreat; 
Which have en, 0 o Juſtify the beighr of A; 
| : | 7 EN A 3 
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bet. 17. Monat any Kexnkr anne, f 
ſion; by which you; mill ſer the beauty of 1 * 
ian that of f her charming perl, 
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7: 8 71641 2 „ 
„II vo not ie leaſt, intention eyer to. write 1 
--46 you more, or put yon in, mind 
cc „ ſuch. a e in the world as idneds,. had _ 
I pur diſtreſſes reached me. And your endea 
© yours to ind me. ou te obliged me to aſſure yon 
s the ſearch is in vain. I am determined never to 
* fee you more. And this ſhall be the laſt letter 
yon will ever receive from me; which I write 
« purely: for, your conſplatiap. Af. an eee 
E mY quiet will be any to you. „ 
From the moment you deld me * e! 
--06 1 on Elviras e you, 4 did 
* every flauering 75 705 was ſenſible, | 
too well, haw io diſtinguiſh merit, and 
« ly ſuch excellency as ours is. to be wer uh, 1 
46 488 you to; che of another, to; 
BE: the warmeſt wiſhes, and find. bapp 14 
og pleaſure to. thoſe we ! abfiratted from 
9 4 90 yes, is a refinement few people are capable 
10 of, and what I did.not c 1700 Eluira. She 
218 conſcious. of .her ,0wn.. ſuperiour charms, and 


$3 % 3 


% © her eſteem for you, would. not ſuffer. her ta let 
«© yau diſpoſe of yours to +. prion ho, in the 
« 128 views of is unworthy. of 


* J , * * . 
0 45 : 4 
4 o l * 
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2 Ob! why did Fate 58 1. you in my N way.? 
0 8 it only to awaken me from my ſtupid ne- 
{ gligence of: The PO a. 11 l 44 

© ſhew me a glimpſe. of happigeſs, only to m 
me. more ſenſible of 0 Lade ce "Had your 
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* the incidents of human life — 


e right. I will confels it i is. There only I cou 
= en her happineſs; and it is there her == 


«© obedience, lute” you thre veh alf the voices 


am the occafion: And white T 


0 me that pleaſure, and juſtify me to myfelf; and 


4 The roſes muſt — 1 
% warbte from the beach, 


tz — e diſpute a7 gh: 
1 ſhopld have found more, much more 
pleaſure i in rewardin ſuch mrſs, than I ſhould | 
4 ave done now in ſharing your fortune. But 
« why do I expoſtulate wit Heaven who, no | 


e doubt allotted EY _— i moſt 


« ſuitable for me? It is in our 


or — tis | 
% our 2wn minds that .conſtiture them eicher. Tue | 
& =; ception they meet with tiere, and the turn 
„ they take, them their proper iincture. Let 
*« us not diſturb the wiſe ceconomy, but fubmir to 
4 the mcthods of Providence. You MIR A 
« your father in the diſpoſal of your ; 
Elvira: Let her have your mind alfo. It i her 


oe » 00 uld never endure a, rival, Let us not be) 
halves. May the ſame 1 
marks vo 


cc ls for you through the 


Derr that | 
our 


40 of the moſt exalted virtue. leave you, that J 


e may be no obftacle to it; and beg you to conſi. 


« der, whatever faults you -commit to Elvira, 1 
„esd all Ba 4 


*« merce with you, to preſerve my innocence, you 


+ wilt frufteate my endeavours, and, make me 


er is in {brroms, when 
wo” A e N can gre 


« K thoſe very virtues that tear you from me, 
6 dind me fafter to you, and give me a vanity in 

« you. Your 42 vill de on. ke b. 1 will not 

* « l , that T can ible. 
the gay creation be un- 
66 * dreffed, and I —— — ere your 
ws Image 
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can be eraſed out of my heart, or it can 

A heart that has 
deſcend to a meaner 

aſton you have inſpired 


46 
LLY 


= 7. 


66 
c6 
13 
cc 
4e 
ce. 


ima 
receive any other impreſſion, 


been you 5 cant 
facrifice. the p 
ſuits the grandeur af Nest exalted genius, 


n * 
— 
2 2 
E, 
f 29 
* 


and 


muſt have the ſame duration with your virtue. 
[ retire. from the world, not to avoid, but to en- 


you more at liberty. 
Hon thoſe we love. 


-We are e never abſent” 


Every b beauty th that nature _ 


© can. produce, brings you to my thoughts, fince 


* you have pointed out all their various charms to 


«© me, taught me how to reliſh ſolitude, and di- 
© re&ed. my mind to entertainments above the 


ce 
4e 
40 
66 
40 
00 
£6 
cc 
Ti 
te 
£c 
10 
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c 
cc 
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2 of fortune. 


That ſentiment of eirdevigely I Live for you, 
«© has ſome emanation of divinity upon it, while it 


naturally leads me to the comemplation of the 
Supreme Excellence, and directs my devotions 
to the;fountain of beauty, Thoſe hopes and fears 


which alternately elevate or depreſs the mind in 


all human expectations, vaniſh, The ſoul is at 


liberty to purſue the intereſt of another life; 
raiſes its thoughts above this little ſcene of things, 
to fairer, future worlds; breaks off the fetters 
that chain it to *this'world, and {miles e 


her priſon, with a holy impatience on the j 
of immortality. 


There all human diſtin&ions 


will be loſt, and gold will have 0 . in 


the ſettling of them. 


Perhaps the gay world will pity me, 


think e and a cell, but a melancholy 
courſe: But I fhall not find it fo, while 


* 


nd 


not ſecluded from the generous Monimia's ene | 
ing eye. Her delicate and blameleſs epa | 
of human paſſions (ſhe to whom ſuffering is a 


merit) ſoftens every care, and raiſes every 
While ſhe deſcends from the height of. 
deur to the gentle offices of the 


Jaye 


- * 


gran- 


incere friend, 3 
ſhe N every COEUR, ot Forruge, el 8 | 
\ 5 
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es ng 


1323 
OS 


. 4 - 6 
13 _ a 9 
8 r 1 e Eo X 4 
* # * £ - . FIR - 
FFP UTI CAE YE tr ARTE WE re ts AE TS I nr IE > vo 1 le 


— 
* 
.. 
3 


* 


7 | 


when you claim them, 
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« tue in. diſtreſs calls for her aid, 4 1 tie s. have 


« privilege of doing good; and then ſhe exerts - 
de them to their full 1 be feels they cannot 
* buy freedom to the mind, and that no calamity- 


t ſtrongeſt and moſt beautiful arguments, her 


* 'own example; and fortifies my mind, by _— 


« ting every virtue, by her ow practice, in 


_*. moſt amiable light. Sometimes ſhe ſings a Re. | 


% quiem to our ſorrows, ſooths them to peace with 


. the moſt harmonious numbers; and I have the 
« eaſe of ſeeing my thoughts expreſſed in hers with 3 


% every elegance: And, when the ſerious ſoul 


« exerts itſelf, ſhe anticipates heaven, and gives a 


«ſweet foretaſte of the ſongs of angels. Thus 


« we baffle diſappointment, and elude our ſuffer- 
«ings. Honours, Wealth, and Beauty, ſtand _ 
% abaſhed to ſee themſelves deſpiſed ; while Devo-- | 
« tionclaps her wings at this her faireſt triumph, -- 


% You will, I hope, from what I have. ſaid, be 


« ſatisfied I am not unhappy: And take this laſt 
7 . aſſurance from me, that I can never be ſo whilſt 


« you are bleſſed. You have annihilated every 
t ſenſe of ſorrow in me, I have no tears bat 


Hy L E T T E R XVIII. 
To Lady aar, from her 57 5 int before her 


death. 1 


1 FI ye „ prepare your ae FONT 
_ Celeftial palms, and ver" Mami 1186. wy 


4 LES | 5 | EI ee 


\ 33 . 


+ 

+ 

1 [4 
* 


no energy with her, but when they give her a 


« will retire in reſpect to them. Fate has ſo or- 
%, dered, it that there is ſome ſimilitude in our de- 
o ſtinies, which reconciles me to mine; while ſne 
-« recommends piety and reſignation with the 
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Thither, where ſinners may have reſt, I go, 


an e of 4 20 op robs ne e 
— ope · . 


This, m my whe ah is my Lind, hs Baal adieu * 


till we meet in happier regions. The ſprings of 


life are running low, and nature, tired with human 


changes, longs to be at reſt, The grave attends | 


mes that manſion of ſilence and repoſe. 4 


I ſoon ſhall clo ſe my weary 2 in * 
And flretch compos d, upon my duſty bed: 

0 Death ! thy quiet and refreſhing fads” 
Shall yield a 7 00 and unmeleſted reft, - "ROE 
From all the fruitleſs toil and vanity 1 
That dwells below the fun. —— „ 


I have had an ill ſtate of health for ſome years, 
and have lately had two fits of an apoplexy. The | 
third my phyſician is ſo fincere to let me know will 
be fatal. I am now indiſpoſed, and find ſome cer- 
tain ſymptoms. of its return; which makes me re- 


ſolve to unburden 1 my ſoul of i its laſt preſſure. 114 of 


Forgive me, ye injured ſhades of m my great anceſ- 
tors, nor blot my name from your illu 
My dear Liſter, can your rigid virtue forgive 


my fault, and plead my defence to my injured huſ- 5 A 


band, when I am ſilent in the- duſt? Dear Lady 

Mary, will you not pardon a crime which is blot 
ted out by heaven? With that my peace is made by 
a long courſe of temperance. Weeks, and-months, 
and years, are paſt ſince the date of my guilt. The 
riſing and the ſetting ſun has bern a conſtant wit - 
neſs to my devotions ; the moon and midnight-ſtars 
were conſcious to my tears. 


ſtrious line! 


| {1 


It is, as you know, ſixteen years Gate I was mar- 


ried to Count Edgar. I have had two ſons and 


_ "three daughters. But ſhall I own this ſhameful 


truth! The eldeſt of the two brothers is not his. 
On a fatal Night (ler ts; of darkneſs. cover 
2 „ Þ8 95 


- 


" . as 
* 5 % * d * —— * "Ap I 
5 a CET, WG 


4 


"4 


. moderately for the other. Aſſure him that it was 
only in this inſtance I ever wronged my fidelity to 
bim. This is the utmoſt reparation I tan make; 
and, with a mind unburdened, I now caſt my- 
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it) J was, in my huſband's aphid; by the Mir- 


quis de, ſeduced. It was not the contrivance 


of a Wat: amour, but the effect of inadvertency 
and ſurpriſe, - Oh ! where was my guardian- angel 
in that looſe moment. that ie of 3 


and madneſs! 

The ſubject i is too abs dor me to enter into 
particulars. But I have full affurance this youth is 
not the Count's ſon ; thopgh his confidence in me 
with his caſy temper, kept him from ever making 


the leaſt inquiry iato any circumſtance of my guilt, 


He has lately made his will; and to the eldeſt bro- 


ther (being his greatęſt favourite) given his whole - 

| eſtate, leaving the reſt entirely dependent on this 
fon, which, to my confuſion, is not his own, 

be ſecret, dear Lady Mary, I muſt intreat you 


to diſcover to Count Edgar after my death, that he 
may do his own children juſtice, and only provide 


ſelf on infinite merey, and W in reg view of 


; Wench. ' „ ; 8 MI > ; 
I come, ye minifters of fate, I came. 79 45 - . 


But while I paſs the intervening yi a "IEP 
Should riſing doubts my trembling heart invade, 
With muſic cheer the melancholy ſhade. 95 
In feething trains a gentle Requiem ing. 5 
And touch, with heau'nly art, the golden ws, * 
The charming ſound ſball evi care beguile, 
And make the ſeats of deſolation ſmile: 


: My ſoul, prepar'd by facredegftafy, __ 55 a 


Shall learn, and join the chorus of the fey. 


Once more, my dear liter, adieu! Let my. 
crime warn you never to be vain or ſecure. From 
the heighr of ſelf-confidence and arrogant virtue, 
1 was left to make this yea ſtep to 2 


ble me. My repentante has been deep and ſin- 
cere; and, through the divine redemption, my 
pardon i is N and my guilt for ever oblite- 


rated. | $> e Haut 
N Hur Ins fries, 7 


EZ: 15 „ HraxmLoNE. 


5 E 1 T E R XIX. 15 
4 letier from Axisru s, giving his "friend a relbti 


on of the ſudden death of his new brides*who was vs 
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ſeized in * chapel . the Jacr ed rites were "pers; 5 


ming. 
M* fate will id you with a full eviderice oe” 
the vanity of human happineſs. My laſt let - 
ter was writ in the height of ſucceſs, with the moſt 
arrogant. expectations and boaſt of a laſting felicity; 
now it is all changed. the thadows' of 8 cover 
me 
e Lonely Erminia;. bene! bo ſo long meſs: 
ed, and at-laſt perſuaded to crown my-wiſhes, the” 
very morning ſhe gave me her hand, before the: 
ſacred ceremony was finiſhed, was ſurpriſed witly 


— 


the fatal meſſage of death; and carried in a ſwoon p 


from the chapel to-her chamber, where ſhe ſoon 
expired in her mother's arms. 
peared with all the coſt and ſplen our of a youthful 
bride; the next the is a pale and ſenſeleſs corpſe, 
muffled i in a ghaſtly ſhroud,” [Thoſe charms that in 
the morning promiſed an eternal bloom, before the 
evening have dropped their ſmiling pride; the 


ſparkling eyes are funk in darkneſs; the ſoft, the 


tuneful voice, is for ever ſilent; while a Art une; 
ſits on the late roſy lips. 8 810 10 


. Thus airy pleaſure e in our eyel, 


And ſpreads falſe images in fair diſguiſe, _ 
T allure our ſouls ; till juft within our arms 5 


L The yon dies „ and 9 ihe n 


This hour ſhe ap- 


mn 
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Flee quick away from. the oak feht, « 
Till they are lat in. [bad 


night. 


EN” 


. with the 


/ 


Oh Death! how OUT was thy Mich 1 Youth ; 


and beauty, joy and blooming hope, lie here a vic- 
tim to thy rage, The darkſome priſon of the 
grave muſt now. confine thy gentle captive; in- 
ſtead of the pomp of a bridal-bed, the cold earth 4 
muſt be her lodging, duſt and corruption her 12 


vering. 


| You will now expect I ſhould praQtiſe. the princi- 


ples I have ſo often aſſerted, in exercifing my en 
ed reaſon and moderation; or leave you to in- 


ſult me with the arguments f lately produced to al· 


lay your grief, under the preſſure "of an uncoms | 
mon mis fortune. This reproach would be but 
juſt, at 4 period when Heaven has given me a full 
evidence of the truths I confefled, and ſet the va- 
nity of human hopes in the cleareſt demonſtration 


before me. One would think I ſhould now, if e- 


ver, find it eaſy to moralize on theſe ſubjects, and 
act the Philoſopher from mere Rey, if n not FOR 
virtue, : 
Were the caſe yours, « or any. body but u my own 
how many wiſe things ſhould | repeat! how ee 
could I talk ! fo much more eaſy is .it to dictate 
than to practiſe. And yet I am reaſonable by in- 


tervals. I am in more than name a Chriſtian. In 


ſome bright periods, I feel the force of that profeſ- 


ſion, and pay homage to its ſacred rules. A hea- 


venly ray ſcatters my grief, and cheers my ſoul 


with divine conſolations. The gay and the gloemy 
appearances of mortal things vaniſh before the 
gleams of celeſtial light. Immortal pleaſures, with 
gentle invitations, call me to the ſkies, and all my 
thoughts aſcend. 

But how ſhort my . how t᷑aſy the tran · 
| fition from reaſon to madneſs ! Of what furprifing 
| | Yarkety . 


1 
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variety is a human mind capable ? Light and dark-: 4 
neſs, heaven and hell ſeem blended within; it is all 4 
chaos, and wild diſorder. || That reaſon which one : 
moment relieves me, the nent ſcems with a Fur male | 


of ideas to torment me. 
See there, all pale and dead be Bet tr OE 
For ever flow my fireaming Wy „ö 30 60s (3-4 


Fh, Hymen, with exfingui ſb'd fires + 5 
Fh, nuptial bliſs, and chafte deren: VV 
Erminia's fled, the loueliaſt mind, 0 : A 0D 
Faith, fweetneſs, wit, together 7 TOY arr pe 
Dwelt faith, and wit, and Neue there 7; | 
0h! view the rhange, and mes e,, 
8 2 | Ales. 5 


ws aol LETTE R XX. 


N To Lreibas. . 0} 1 
=p hs Lrcipas, „ 3 
Here are ſeaſons wha: the mind dilates ſets, | 
and, ſenſible of its own. grandeur, breaks 5 
through the limits of this lower creation, in ſearch 
of ſome unknown, and yet untaſted pleaſures. This 
is my preſent diſpoſition. The wide limits of the 
{ky have nothing. to entertain me; Nature ſeems to 
be exhauſted and indigent. Should ſhe uncover 
her golden mines, or difcloſe-the ru ſparkling i in 
its bed; let her open the veins of apphire, and 
ſhow the diamond glittering on its native rock. 
1 have no, avarice of this kind. The orient elouds 
that now adorn. the morning ky, could I reach 
them, would be a more ſubſtantial treaſure, —— _ 
Appear, ye faireſt blandifhments of ſenſe ; though _ .? 
lovely as the daughters of Eden, your allurements ©} 
would now be loſt. Let ſenſuality appear in all 
her charms, the Perſian delicacy, and. the. Reman 
pride; let the pageantry of ſtate, the triumphs _ 
loſt in long oblivion, put on airy forms, and paſs 
ws 


— 


{ J U 
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in their vifonary ſplendour before me in my pre- 
ſent ſituation, Wetbinks could deſpiſe them all. 
Theſe ſcenes would be but tireſome repetitions; for 
they are no novelties to my active imagination. Cle. 
opatra's expenſive vanity, and Pompey's' glory, are 
familiar themes to my luxuriant fancy: their de- 
ſeriptions rather tire, than delight me. Even the 
magnificence of the ſtarry arch, the ſplendid ſtruc- 
ture of the univerſe, I now ſuryey with indolence : ö 
I grow impatient to ſee a new and brighter . | 
appear; when theſe old heavens, and antiquated | 
, earth ſhall put off their periſhable forms, and ſtand 
dreſſed in immortal beauty, and undecaying excel- 
lence. + Bleſſed - period! why art thou ſo long de- 
layed ? Oh 1 855 thy ſhining wings, and come a- 
- way ! Mend thy pace, old lazy Time, and ſhake - 
thy ſlow- paced ſands! Make ſhorter circles, ye rol- 
ling planets ! Thou lingering ſun, how long wilt + 
thou travel the celeſtial road j when ſhall thy radiant - 
| walks be finiſhed ! When will the great Angel ar- 
reſt thee in thy progreſs, and ſwear by him that - 1 
made heaven and earth, che ſea, aer all. hat is 
therein, that Time ſhall be no more. [168 
My impatient ſoul ſprings forward- to n the 
happy period, and anticipates the promiſed j joy. 


SEreat nature, then thro all her diffrent works: 
1 9 05 be 1-9 vcd 4; the” earth, and Thoſe 80 * 
er, | 

Shall be no more the fancy ; @ brighter ſcene 
Succeedt; and paradiſe, in all its charmo, 
Shall be renew'd: but far its bliſs. improv'd, 
Fitted for minds, to:whom the mighty Maker. 
Shall give the glorious viſion of bz 8 

8 | Unveil'd, and ſmiling with eternal laue. 

enen. let me dwell, nor turn one careleſs look © 
on yonder hated vori; here let me drink” 

Full draughts of bliſs, and bathe in endleſs floods + 
| 1 life andj fey 5 tet me ſtill 2 
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Ye radiant 2 — 75 
Imuſt fulfil my day. wait the bour 
Ti 44 e ler and . 
; Tor 4 . A 
My native clement eevails, and.I uſt e to 
my original earth again. But I believe you ane net 
00 at this event; you could have reſ gned 
me to the ſkies in your preſent diſpoſition : a- 
earthly amour ſeems to ingrofs, your affection; and 
I ſhould much more have obliged you by adiſcourſe | 
of mortal. charms, than of celeſtial attachments. . 
But you muſt excuſe me; my mind is in a poſition 
too ſublime and delicate for theſe terrene nymphs: 
as fair as your miſtreſs is, you have no rival in 
me ; ; at this inſtant I am all for the baden 
| 05 ye fair N 4 Pen my 
Of every excellence that charms th 2 8 
Ye native beauties, ye primeval Ct x 21. IT SY 
That bloſſom in the ſhies ; but. for the - a6 
Of thoſe: pure entertainments after deaths 
My ſoul would jayfully, give ifs, . 
T an immortal ſtate: for is life, 1 
Reaſon, and thaſe capacities of bli 25 
If hoſt on tors] We; I have nobler aim 
Deſires unbounded by theſe narrow ien. 
Theſe gaudy, flying, tranſitory ſcenes; . 
Eternal glories, and "ROOMS beauties „* A 1775 


"4 


Next time I ſee. 700. on "condition. you will let 
me laugh, you ſhall talk of loves and. graces, Iilies 
and roles, flantes and darts, till Chanticleer. gives his 
laſt ſummoas to * bantort at to ar. 
1 8 
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1 75 the i 1 
My Loxp, ; „ l 
Am juſt recovered of the Vp I received I in a the- | 

| duel, which you with ſo much reaſon and hu- 
manity endeavòured to prevent. I think myſelf 
now under an obligation to own, the juſtice and 

force of your Lordſhip's arguments, and to retrac t 

whatever I ſaid in defebes of ſuch an inhumane 
practice. It was frenzy that made me reject the | 
advice of one who had ſo true a notion of ,0nour, | 
and whoſe courage had been ſo gloriouſly employ- 
ed in the cauſe of liberty, and the Proteſtant ſuc- | 
_ ceflion, © ö 1 
| You told me. what the event of chis mad adven- 
ture would be ; that, inſtead of defending, I ſhould 
expoſe my ſiſter' $"innocence to the public cenſure. . 
It is too late for me to. wiſh” I had been guided by 
your generous and friendly admonitions; which 
for the future will wear the ſtamp of infallibility on 
them. Nor can I propoſe to myſelf a nobler exam- 
ple than your Lordſhip's in every part of human 
life. The generous: friend, the tender huſband, ' 
and affectionate parent, appear in their. proper lu 
ftre,—Virtue, with a ſuperiour- excellence, ſhines. | 
in your character, and inforces her 8 with , 
reſiſtleſs eloquence» I 
_ The review of your conduct is a ſevere reproach q 
to my own. I ſhall never refle& on my late ridicu - 
lous exploit without confufon. Whatever bravery : | 
 Taffefted, I was conſcious of the moſt ſlaviſh fears, . 
in the midſt of my inſolent flights of vanity. De- 


7 liberate guilt hung heavy on my ſoul. 1 pent the 


night before the bloody affignation, in anguiſh 
which no words can expreſs; infernal viſions 
Windes my imagination.; che caverns of night, 
, the. 'I 


a perſon for not compl A; with their rules of va- 
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Let. 2 
the joyleſs a ; diſcloſed their terrours to my | 
diſtracted fancy. ; 


But-ſo entirely was I governed by the maxims of 
the licentious part of the world, that with great ga- 
lantry I challenged my own ruin, and bid defiance 
to death and damnation ; expoſing myſelf to all the. 
horrours dreadful to reaſon and natures to avoid 
the imputation of cowardice. - 

So tyrannical a thing is cuſtom, that it i Becel: 
ſary to aſk the world forgiveneſs, for preſuming to 
be reaſonable creatures. People are often compelled 
to be mad in their own defence, and to act — 
their reaſon to avoid being ſingular. It is hard in- 
deed, that the caprice of mankind ſliould expect an 
apology from the few that are wiſer than the reſt, 
for being awake, and in their right ſenſes ; that 
they ſhould .be forced to excuſe themſelves, for 
keeping their eyes open, and having penetration e- 
nough to foreſce a diſtant danger, and ſo AT dif-- 


cretion as to avoid it. 


A. man reſolved to leap from a precipice, might 
with a better aſſurance ridicule his companions for 
not promiſing to follow him; and more juſtly re- 
proach them with cowardice, for refuſing to break . 
their necks, than theſe men of honour can upbraid 


his life, and all his hopes 
of future bag neff. If my generous adverſa- 
had not ſpared my life, when it lay at his 
mercy, (while my ſalvation depended upon that f 
important moment), inſtead of giving you this pe- 
nitent relation, I had been now curſing my own 
folly, under tho weight of eternal infamy. 1 
1 Tur ee, 15 e 

Ax ron. 


lour, at the expence v 
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88 YU LETTERS 


= LETTER XXII. 


To VaLEerivs, from an Engliſh x. - giving | 
<1; account of the adventures of his voyage... 128 


1 Am at laſt ſafely arrived in Holland, and have 
1 taken the firſt opportunity to give you a relation | 
of the adventures that detained me ſo long! in fo- ; 
reign countries. I 
In my return from the F 1 had ſome a” 
fairs with a Spaniſo merchant ; which, while 1 was 
managing in one of their ſca- orts, there came 
ina Spaniſh corſair, who had. taken a rich Turk! 1/b 
prize, with ſeveral Turks and Moors prifoners, 
whom he offered to ſale as ſlaves. I never had any 
traffic of this kind, from any view of intereſt; 
but, from a motive of compaſſion, I had pur- 
chaſed liberty for many a miſerable wretch, to 
_—_— I gave freedom the moment 5 paid by ran- 
om. 
Among the captives nails taken, there was one 
diſtinguiſhed by the richneſs of his habit, and more 
by the gracefulneſs of his port. He drew all my 
attention; of which he appeared ſenſible, and fill 
directed his looks to me: our ſouls ſeemed to greet | 
one another, as if their intimacy had been of a 
long ſtanding, and commenced in. ſome pre: pre "a 
ent period. There was ſomething in the air of this 
young ſtranger ſuperiour to adverſity, and an." 
ſenfible of the preſent diſadvantage of, his fate; +4 
while I felt for him an emotion, ſoft as the ties of | 
nature, and could not but impute it to the ſecret 
im preſſion of ſome intelligent power, which was 
leading me to a height of generoſity beyond my 
own intention, and, by an impulſe of virtue on 
ſoul, directing it to the accompliſhmenc of 
A diſtant and unknown deſign of Provi- 
dence, The . heavenly ts: came. with 4 
— prevailing | 


— 


— 


5 thing below your immortal hap 


Let. 22. mene. n Krkxgiminc. e 
and I cou dot hun nern in die 5 


2 
The p 


Dich ad doch hs 9 would be a vaft diſadvantage: uy 


my preſent affair, to part with. However, 1 lift- - 


ened to- the gentle ee within, and out. the 


corſair his full demands, 


As ſoon as I had conducted the youth . my 


lodgings, I told him he vas from that moment free; | A 
the price I had-puid 2 was for his-frieadfhip and l. | 


* 


berty. -_ 

— Thaw you: have caplned. me. (replied the Woe 
< tle Sea by the moſt laſting engagements. 
„I might have broke through apy other re- 
<< ſtraint; but I am now your voluntary ſlave, 


„ and dare truſt you with a ſeeret yet unknown 


4 to the Spaniards... My name 1 Orramel, the 
« only ſon of a 1 Baſſa in Conſlantinepie; 
% and you may demand e will for n ran · 


4c fm. 


Lou wall foon beconvinced (cad 1 there was 
© NO.METCEnAry' intention in this action. The a- 
10 mity JLhave for you is noble and diſintereſted: 
«© it was kindled by a celeſtial ſpark, an emanation 
from rhe divine clemency, and terminates in no- 
fs. And were 

you inclined to examine thaſe ſacged truths which 
990 — to that felicity, and to ſtiare my 

“ fortune in a free and happy nation, the wealth 
00 ef the Indies: ſhauid not buy you from my affec- 
tions: But if it i one choice ta return to the 
* cuſtoms and religion of your country, you are 


= abſolutely 725 eee . 


Wan Cech, but dejected dejected [look, the told me 
ith a he told me, 
it was ohio difgcate cls his filial - 


| obligations 80 zan indulgent parent; but he poſi 


ve — — till he had given intel- 
E and received. e from his * 
5 a 


kick ep vg with a carte Mine 10 n 


N. ſluuade me to receive nothing but ſome Little 
1 and left me with an apparent concern. 6215 
It was ſome months after he was gone; 1 befo 


|. .  -as. they were diſpatched, I. i \barked for Holland. 
1 We had not been a week at ſea, before the thip 


| . was taken by a Turbiſb pirate, and all the men in 
„es. 
My lot fell to a maſter from whom I was like to 


VM it carried to — to be ſold us fla 
Kod. moſt barbarvus/ treatment: however, 1 Was 


intelligence to my friends in E ngland, to procure 


ſhould reduce me to give Orramel an account of 
my diſtreſs, till I was again in circumſtances, not 


1 I; But Heaven had kinder inteavions by bringing 


2 me ioto this adverſity, nor left me long without re- 1 


dreſs. As I was talking, in a public 3 to one 


of my fellow-ſlaves, Orramel came by. -He paſſed | 


2 beyond me; but inftantly returning, — on me 
1 with great attention, till ſome melting ſorrow 


1 Aropped from his eyes: when, making inquiry of 


ſome that were near, to whom I —— and 


his houſe, where he welcomed me with the warm- 


1} . elt marks of mieden. He ee ag 1 


| | Language ſaitable to the ſentimens-of 1 foul... » 
83 ; 7 ; | «6 7 


— 


* 


— which I might make my own detnands for üb bn | 
Sairſom: I returned it, with no other terme, but | 
the liberty — all. the Chriſtian flaves he had in he 
| poſton ; hoping, by this diſintereſted onde, 

to leave a conbiction on the mind of my ney" pony, 
friend in favour of Chriſtianity,” He could eel | 
P! „ 


a * a. a ** ** I a . 


3 No could finiſh my negotiations in Spain; but, as ſoon g 


Y | reſdlved to. endure my bondage, till I could give 


1 my ranſom, I was fixed to NN that no hardſhip | 


1 to need his N nor beg a v re en of my I 


being informed; without ſpeaking a word to me, 
he flew to my new maſter, paid his demand for 
w ranſom, and immediately conducted me to 


1 


_ 


3 * 
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2 2 >, —_— 
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3M | Mor. 5 w kk. An. 
* * Pp; 


« ous. immortality, 


a worſe than Spani/b Mlavery, 4 the 8 e: 2 

a * and m Jour con niſhed. „ 2 
« my prejudices to the Chriſhian: LOIN made, * 1 
9 4 85 for the entrance of. th. ſe heavenly. truths,. "1 
s W. hich. L now. afle t. But this Is a ſecret. e- "OY 1 
tc po to my own domeſties: and, whether: ſuch, 3 


diſpoſer of all human events. 


of his wives. 


| by her mother, a beautiful woman of Armenia. 1. 


— „ My. ver 1 | (a * Fr „ 
« there. are more ſacred ties #: Fn or * 1 
« let me call you. er appellation l we 
4 are Now 1e 5 Fe of celeſtial amity, 2 
© one in the ſame holy Faith, and hopes of a glori .:. 
our charity * reſcued me from 


5 a caution. ig: e Lam not yet able to deter- 


what rapture F attention, Aich 1 7 
to this lang) age I bleſſed the accents that told me 
my friend, my Orramel, had embraced the Chriſti- 
an faith. Au angel's ſong would have been leſs 
melodious. I looked upward, and, with a grate ful. 
elevation of mind, gave the glory to the Supreme. . 2 

The inſlinct was 4 
fromabove, that firſt moved meto ranſom this young # 
captive ; thence was the ſpring of my compaſſion :- ' 
It would be vanity, it would be the moſt criminal ar- 
Bap. not to aſeribe this action te. the afifing. . | 

elty.. 

The illuſtrious Orramel made it bis joy. his FR 
dy, to evidence his' affection, He told me, his fa- 
ther died ſince we parted in Spain; and that he ' © 
had left five daughters, which he had by ſeveral _* 

He offered me the choice of his ole. > 
ters, if I had any thoughts of marriage, and pro- 
miſed a dowery with her to my own content. One 
of them, he ſaid, was privately bred a Chriſtian, 


was pleaſed with the propoſal, and impatient to ſee - | 
my fair miſtreſs. In the mean tinie he made me a 
preſent.of ſeveral rich habits, and. two: Wesen to 2 
8 me. a TFF 
SED, x 2 * 


3 e all 15 Wadſeche, ho 1 Mas dif 1 with 

& my own liberty, nor knew where to chüſe, ad not 
. a principle of piety determined me to the young 
Armenian; who was not ſuperiour in end to the 
reſt, but there was a derorum in Ker be tntviobr. 
14 which the others wantei |. She had more of "the 

whom you know T was always partial. © My cholce 
1 was fixed; and the more 1 cor NE ok 

2 miſtreſs, the more reaſon F fonnd to a proye i it. 
MWMe were privately married by a chaplain 

„ to he Bfitiſt envo . My tt friend 

| and, after a erous vd & ta 

=] Bollend. ml "TY Wee hs 

I have fenit you this relatibn, 

: any gratitude to Heaven; whoſe clementy has re. 
murned me mere chan meafure for meaſure, and 
kergeh recompenſed rality A Ml ired, - 
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more gay diſpoſition-than wrhes I writ. my L 4 
tlaſt letter Perhaps the fair ſeaſon has 
fp — on m temper.” Tbe ſpring is nor 
in its prime, and blooming nature appears in all Her 
various pride; the fields and. groves re e with He 4 


rileſs harmony the linnet bin 3; 
vite me often to riſe with l 3 


r am I uawilliap -to: obey The ene ſummons; 5 = 2 
though, till :I'came here, I had never beheld e 95 
rien ſun; the ſight was as great a novelty, to me BE. 
as 4 blazing ſtar would have been ; dhe opening 
dawn as one ↄf the, ich 
m curioſity had. never p 
many poetical- 


* 


LETTERS 


_ Ee oh URe the. leaſt i inclination 
ber footſteps in the p 
„ t for me; I was 00 eyes t 
 thelt ungenteel ſeaſons; 1, its 
beams were uſeleſs till the 2 — wells pres bb -4 
But 1 have now. conquered theſe refinements, 
and can bear the ek urd tuſtom of rifing with 
the freſh morning, yu ot to bed when the 
duſky evening cloſes ;, I might keep . a- 
Wake while every ode * intellige nt being on this | 
part of the globe ſleeps ; - when 3 9 I 
and the calm creation ſeems -Iplled in a peaceful 
flumber, except Elves and Fairies. I cannot pre- 
ciſely determine what hours they keep; but here is 
a nurſe in the family, who is intimately acquainted. 
(as ſhe fays) with cle ſprightly phantoms. She 
has been admitted to their moonlight revels; and 
has led me to many a circle diſtinguiſhed with per- 
petual verdure, where they uſe to dance their light | 
Fantaſtic rounds. Bridget and Foyce, our two dairy | 
maids, add their teſtimony to the nurſe s. and re- 
late their own viſionary experience. I am O 
great infidel; ſometimes I believe, and always wiſh - 
the pretty ſtories they tell me were true; but Fdare 
not object againſt any of thoſe relations, for fear 
of being thought a Heathen by the whole village. 
My circumſtances are now very eaſy; My mi. 
ftreſs is fully perſuaded my eduration has been ſu 
1 to my preſent ſtation, and treat me more 
like a ſiſter than à ſervant; I am under no re- 
Kraints but thoſe of gratitude "and! juſtice; Which 
will not ſuffer me to be idle where 1 'koow myſclf 


to be dependent. C ae ene it es! 
Por # damſel of quality; Þ enn work well: 
wich my needie; and as this is all 
will ſuffer me to do, I carry my Wr 
verdant retreat, of whick here arc great vuriety 
e GR 75 aun e en e 01 


houſe. 


— 


t e 


— 


= bowers: is oil? oodbind 

ö and can ſit as much 3 a bank of 

3 mile ſhaded with huren as 8 ay in a p paired | 

44 | W har wild: abore role 

CY or rare. 1 Ae ML 

; the 7 N : „ 

F — wits Nature 1. D 

. Wantons as in her prime, an [plays at will. IP 

2 Her SOUTH 1h l 5 42 
Der rrp ato very Mod. 

= The orchard j joi joining td te is ſpations amd fair as the 

E.4 Heſperian ineloſures; violets, oſe, 


and cro- 
eus, embroider the level green o bich you 
tread ; the trees are ſet in rows, their. branebes 
ming le above, and are now in their gaudy bloſſoms; 

the birds ſit careleſs on the flowery ſprays, and 

ſrom their little throats pour a ſtream of harmony. 


while fragrant gales refreſſi the ſenſe, and wich 
their aromatic breath diffuſe gladneſs to the ſoul. 
| Juſt at the bounds of this luxuriant retreat ſtands 


an aucient oak; the extended boughs are a ſhelter 
from the mid - day ſun, which perhaps your Lady- 
han ſcreen your beauty 
groves and myrtle 
bowers are better: ſuited to the delicacy of your i- 


fhip would endure eur than 
in ſuch a ruſtie hade. E 


magination; but I am now re ts Nature in 


0 its greateſt negligence; and, ſrated in this vrnbrable 
receſs, find Artus and liberty: the e err | 


of human happineſs.” 

own diſpoſal, nor am Tobiged to devo — 
ceremony or vain amuſementa l: elf under 
no nete to court Tho [im len Hater che 
ambitious, nor to do — :udreaſonable 


 things,: for feat of enen and out of the 
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CY 


Ide only imimacy i with'a 
N rush of he miniſter e . | 
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_ :.- LETTERS. en. 
ker Salhy. Her converſation is- proſe 
and „and has ſomething in it charmin 

all the ſpecious rules- pont ſtudied elegance 

of the beau monde. She has ſpent I 
reading, and has certainly p peruſed all the good 
books in her father rudy? ha having- never opened 
a. page on any ſubject hut religion, except Argalus | 
and Parthzenia, Her preciſeneſs is all natural and- 


unaffected. Her looks, her words; her whole be- 
- haviour; has an air of ſanctity, Ons: can hardly: 


believe her an-inhabitant of this world, but rather 


na native of ſome more refined and holy: region... | 
The ſweetneſs of her countenance; with the fur. 
priſing beauty of her · whole perſon; would conſirm 
this thought, if ſome evidence of mortality did not 
appear in her declining health. She believes her · 
ſelf in a — and talks of dying as bud 
as moſt people talk of going to ſleedsß. 
However this indifference is not, Perhaps enurely | 
- the effect of piety; - A. tender · paſſion ſeems to have 
ſome ſhare in it. Her health began to decline from 
the time hef lover · died. He was the ſen of a neigh- 
bouring clergyman; their marriage was concluded 
- by the conſent of both their parents, There had 
been an innocent tenderneſs between them from 
thein childhood and juſt at the period ſet to erowen 
their mutual paſſion the: youth was ſeized with a 
fever, which ended his life, and left nee; a 
nd to mourn her diſappointed · joy $2579 Ft © 
Since that, ſlie has no attachment to this would : I 
"all ber ſchemes of happineſs are ia a future / ſtate, 
on which her hole attention is fixed j and nothing 
wires more ſparkling than heres converſation: on 
theſe ſubjects: As ſome people gro · dull and mo- 
roſe in talking of religion, it brighiens her counte - 
nance, give a vivacity to: her thoughts,: and hea- 
venly eloquence to her tongue. The beauty of the 
| 8 a dear ſummer evening gives 
| 7 apparent pleaſure, - Drs I — af 
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Let. r. | Mons «iſs Knfmrifarens. 
2 radia odere ab a ee dee Ne 


glimmering luſtre C 1 I „ens eps: 
Bo would be glad, Lady Sephiay if I would. 


p ; 4 4% 


leave Sally with the angels, and talk to you of 


knights of the garter, blue-ribands,” embroidered. 
coats, and other ſuhlunary things. 
a wide extreme betwixt theſe ſubj h y 
themes, that I cannot thtrodice Four tender 15 
with any manner of 'decoruny ; the deſbent i 
precipitate. But if P muſt talk of love, my on 4 
mour is ſomewhat more of the ethereal [en 
yours, and the tranſition will not be ſo difficult. 

Nor will it diſpleaſe you, to hear that my ver 
continues Ebutt, with che addition of fix + chou- | 
fand a-year to hi eſtate? It was left him by one 
the & w_ — * family, who ately dice without art 
keir:.. TE: 5 3871 CC 

Ny wilttelz ths born # conſtant advocate FI: the 


lovely youth, believing his propoſal a vaſt prefer- 


ment for me; while my generous lover makes his 
addreſfes with - greater warmth and affurance' than 
when his eſtate was leſs, thinking it now in his power 
to offer me a reparation for whatever misfbrtüne 
hath reduced me to à Rare ſd unequal tf what {bets. 
perſuaded) my edutation has been, | 

I have not yet accepted his propoſal, Bor Git 8 
vered my rank to hint; but it is very probable E 
ſhall do bot What : objeQion- can I, or rather 
what can you, male againſt it? His deſcent is eve 
ry way Moſtrieus, and has vaſtly the ade of 
mine. Nature has « uiſhed' him with an air 
of grandeut, beyond all the borrowed quſtre of ti⸗ 
tles or equipage. There is an elegance in his 
haviour ſuperiour to the rules of art or itnitation; 
not Parit, when confeſſed prince on the plains of 
ids, appeared more graceful.” He talks of love, 
not in the ſtrains of dramatic frenzy, but with the 
* of reaſon and virtue. Ferſuafion dwells 


on 


* 5 Wt E ERS 


nach - frat, 


% 


on his hs while he deſeribes the een 
in ACCENTS} calm as the midnight :- ain. What the 2 
conſequence will be, q cannot ba determine. Dear 
"IN gs: adicu. al ad bal, St} Meow u — 
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74 romance is nom uüſbe eee 
to a concluſion > IL. hays . FROM ? 
5 months; and from the ſo 
life I am now in, you muſt. e: 


tures. 1 24 ty * 3 x ot. of, jo | 
1 forgot in my laſt 9 N ahns-ich the 4 
fix thouſand. a-Fear there was a. nobly Furniſh 3 


ed left to ——. What muſt I call him? Not my 
huſband, for fear the awkward: domeſtic. ſound 
hould give you che ſpleen. Ang if E ſhould: gire ? 
him the appellation. of my gallant, my lover, or 

the charming youth, you would think me run Ws } 
in romance. But I hope I may call; him 11 is: 15 
R name, which is Luriug. A 

The ſeat 4 which he is now the. e looks: £ 
tike the abode of liber ty and guilde delight. * 30 
ficuation has Prat tbo in it fo, jovial and airy, 
that. it, gives an alacrity to the mind. Ir ſtands on | 

a. gentle riſing, with the view of a ſpacious valley: 
before it, through which a. luuriant river draus 5 
its ſhining train, and bleſſes the borders with im- 
mortal verdure.;. the wide champaign beyond opens 
a fait variety of hills, A and fertile - +5 uh 
which terminate in a proſpect of the ſea, 
Lou have this beautiful. ſcene of nature from n 
window in che front of the houſe. 

The oppoũte fide of the ſtructure diſflobes quite ä 
different view. As that ſeems the triumph of Na- 
and, this appears the inſult of Art. : The gardens 

oder are ſo 1 fine. and regular, tha: 
a | E fancy: - 
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vance. (ere $ Wy 0 ; 
| The loves aud graces/fi Pair 
* coves rſuade me, I am got amon ' tho kala 
5 who ſeem to court me io theit ſoft rec 8 
chrough a long | viſta, the ſmiling forms riſe in juſt 
proportion e 94 I converſe with deities, ad 
am clikemed: with the wonder? of the erte 
world. eee en e n 2 
I find letfure enough for theſe e delights, 
being diſcharged. from family eares by my huſpand's 
 grandemoiticr, who is qualified to manage thoſe af- - 
tairs with great prudence and decency, It ig 3 
pleaſure to me to fabmit to her advice in kver 
-puoRillio; as I find it -obliges Lucius, who; treaft 
her with the utmoſt deference and reſpect; nor 
fails 'to find ſome handſome excuſe for any ching 
that has the nen, or Winne of AER 
her temper, © - . 15 
His merit in every cebuthe 1c ecard webe, 
a air of juſtice and benignity ſhines through his 
whole conduct. His: mind was im the ſame eleva- 
tion when his fortune was at the loweſt ; nor has 
this unexpected turn had the leaſt influence on the.” 
modeſty and evenneſs of his diſpc tion. His mas 
nanagement in eve thing is at and 7 
diſcreet. He has devoted # — 1 a- 
51 year, out of the ix thouſand; to charitable uſes 
5 another thouſand he ſecured to me for my peculiar 
2:0 expences ; the reſt to be ſpent in his houſehold, | 
: 2 charge of which he has limited to his income, 
and Page: his bills once a-month with great- eract-· 
neſs, that no honeſt tradeſman may be injured by 
his delay. Whatever treſpaſs is done by the care- 
WH leflnefs of his ſervanta, in the purſuir of their rural 
0 ſports, he patiently heavs the complaints f he | 
#7 * and reſtores their damage to the full. 
N . to his juſtice. "Nev 
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a I. X TT EMS. 
has he been geen to rurn away from | a ff 
Pity; never has he ſhut hig cars 49 the-yoice of di- 

$; never, by an ene reproach, ſilenced 
ther cries of poverty, nor c . bounty to the 


7 "6 nad honeſt n with large 6 2 
eg . Ning deer 
generouty, an their or. 
He has taken a ſon of a 15 L. miniſter into 
the family, who was bred at the ee and is 
a youth of great piety, and very good ſenſe. He 
reads conſtantly to us morning and evening prayers. 
when not a ſervant 1 in the houſe is Mm to be 
abſent. s R 7 

Lucius has a 88 collettion of Engliſh and 
French authors. His father lived long enough to 
ſee him inſtructed in both theſe languages: So. that 
| his books, with the converſation of the young ſtu- 
dent, are the agreeable amuſement; of his leiſure 
hours; which are not ſo many as he ſeems to 
with; his rank and merit till engaging him in new 
acquaintance, there being ſeveral gentlemens ſeats 
ſcattered about in this pleaſant champaign, + 

I find myſelf more free and diſengaged, having 
| no companion but Sally. | In her conyerſation 1 
forget I am below the ſtars, and mingle with im- 
mortal beings. Her ſentiments are all elevated and 
refined; the language of heaven flows from her 
bps, in accents ſweet as an angel's voice. She has a 
ſurpriſing memory, and ſpeaks' the Gneſt parts of 
Milton by heart. I fancy;myſelf among che: cele- . 
wee minſtrels, _ the OT R de 
here * 


* 


| Harps. ever: att — 88 55 n 4. 

I Like qui ver 9 hang. and, bh ce eee, ry 
5 of charming ſymphony, they introduce 51G 71 
_ Their gd e and waken raptures . L 
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Mr. Pepe 5 Messiah i is another of her favourite 5 
poems; which ſhe recites with ſuch a graceful pro- 


nunciation, that it . always new and ep = 


fin E 
2 Bar while lam enjoying this a appetite fociery, T 
know it is a pleaſure that is ſte from me like 
ſome fair lower, whoſe bloom hers while lam 


regaling my ſenſe with its fragrancy. The young m 


faint is bidding adieu to mortal things, and 

ring for her native ſkies, I ht her hi to 
try if the change of air would mend her health : : 
But I ſee no advantage ſhe has by it; and, finding 


her impatient to-return, I have promiſed. to c 


her in my chaife ro:morrow back to her father's 


houſe. I go the more willingly, that I may make 


a viſit to the peaceful abode where I ſpent ſo many 
happy hours. 

I know not if my miſtreſs has yet recovered the 
confuſion ſhe was in at the diſcovery of my qualit 
As ſor Lucius, it ſeems to be no ſecret to ib. 115 
told me, there was ſomething, in my behaviour that 


convinced him I was not in my proper ſtation; 


but by what misfortune I was ſunk, he could never 
make the leaſt conjecture... My conduct he thought 
was too reſerved to ſuffer bim to 4 any ching 
to my diſadvantage; and when he 


place me in circumſtances more agereable n inde- 
pendent. , © 

Two or three days after 1 e Ln 
my father, with all the ſubmiſſion and tenderneſs 
that natural affection could dictate. I am inform- 
ed he relents, and is pleaſed with an alliance t this 
Noble family. But ae not yet had the honour 
of any 120 or meſſage from Vis Lordſhip, Oh! 


could I throw myſelf at his feet, and ee more- 


hear his Tce diene. * Wee l 


N 
plete! 
> a 


* * | hs 7 
% * 4 « & 
* 
5 * 


mY 


und my con- 
cealment was on à religious account, it gave him 
the higheſt ſatisfaction, to find it In bis puwer io 


Gay with the luxury of Perfan Rook ah 3 4 45 
The thoughts through all the fabled joys of | 


Averſe bs ill, eo follow good inclin'd-1. t. ty 


New charms in ſacred virtue to diſcernn 


* bos mayſt on thy Corman 8 7 . look: 4 
And as the planets run their eonſtagt race, I, K. * 
His jglotiqus foodſteps in their order trace, Pho 
He dich the ſun in all its beauty riſe, 


Ordains the moon to cheer the led Lens; * 


254 4 147 FE * T E R e ban! . 
F T1. in 43, 4 
The net; have Bee Ss ly writ 
as à ſolitary amuſement; which alk es So! ſend it. 
without any apology, or giving myſelf tlie airs of 
being an author. I hope it will not diſpleaſe you, | 
that my ſhepherd happens to be a Chriſtian ; and 
that the paſtoral ſcene lies on the Frith plains, as 
long as I leave you to wander at your leiſure in ih 
vale of Tempe, or follow your. fleecy N e 


fair Arcadian eee Adu. „ cren, 
Bib „ e e 
„ hr UN ee. 
ae A PASTORAL 7 
Rn FT Ng LU. ee 


der. while reſting in this verdant e 


Heng L By. power divine thus W 
Say, canſt thou envy pomp and 


Or painted roofs, whoſe beauty would entice 5 : 


Fabled, indeed! true joys it cannot boaſt, - 3 
Since pleaſure flies when i innocence” is 10ſt; -- 44 *% X 15 155 
Remorſe, Deſpair, and every cruel 3 TIE 0 


Become the i inmates of the guilty breaſt, q 


Lacy. How ſpotleſs, Henry, is thy wel-rura'd mind, 


With thee converſmg. every day I. e 3 
And, emulous of thee, with j 107. purſue Rh IE 1 | 


That goodnefs:1 admireſand love ih l. .., ; _ 
Heng. Thou geed'ſt nat learn of me. Wie 


* 


$.. 
* * * 


To bleſs our foil, and Sid the vaulted wu: Ty 155 
And, by the Word f his almighty power, 72 ſk, 55 | 1 3d 


While 


W 7 3 a AC — 
* — ot 1 
C - + s N 1 0 C . 
8 3 7 * 
3 
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So, 
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Wich what mpatience he attended the 1 5 
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W kile ſparkling ſtars in ſolemn order wait 
Upon her ſilent courſe, to grace her ſtate. * 
Lacy, Nor in the ſkies alone his power is ſeen ; ” 


ai 


We view it in the grove, and flowery green. Gat 
To imitate whofe charms all art is fan. 
The roſe's glowing bluſb what hand can par 4 
Or equal the pale lily's ſnowy hue ? „ 
Or emulate the corn- fle wer's gloſſy blue oP iy 


Henry, Sure, Lucy, we, like the firſt. pair, 5 -bleſ, 


While here, ſecure, with innocence and W 4 


Our happy hours on downy pinions fly ; . 


When thus aſſiſted by faith's ſtedfaſt eye, N lt 33k 
Upon our Maker's works we humbly gaze. 
And, for their goodneſs render him the praiſe,” A 


Thus, in the patriarch's days, the Jeu "Hvains, 8 


Who fed their flocks on Mamre's fruitful pl ns, 
Worſhipp'd Fehovab \ im the woods and field, 
And praiſe'd his name for all the fruit they bm ea 
Implore'd his mercy'to direct their Wahn Fri 
To Fre their nights, and ſanctiſy their days. e 
But, ſee ! the evening o'er the dewy lan 


Already has her ſable curtain dra. 


Home ward well 80, and, as we ſlowly walk: * 
. dhe enen warner e046 > 


＋ FR ue" 1 Were 4 

1 1 "$827 „ 164 77 34 "x4 7H! "$3 
Fun he ſame; 10 L. bent 
21 5 An, LIES SE 4435 - C314 3% > * * 


PHE day after I writ to you tat; 11 arricd 32 
thi 


home; ' where left Hay: not in 
we pare chat we were 1210 ana no 15 ay 
world: But o i proved. She languiſhed As: 
three' Weeks, ant then, without any ſt or 
sonvulſive pangs, gently reſigned her breath, 2 * 


Period, the chore will inform you. "She 
4 few gays be re ſhe died, and 18 it in ch 

tiends to et to me. 1 - LOS 

7 . * 3 2 * tt 4 * 


9 9 2 8 
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« A AY ſands are now runnin low. be fo 
« M* of life will ſoon ceaſe, ning lo duſt is ar 
* ing to its native duſt. and the immortal part to 
« its great original. The happy day is dawning, | 
de which ſhall never be ſhaded with ſucceeding 
night. Some glimmerings of celeſtial glory 
„break through t F and ſcatter the hor- 
4 rours of death. I hear from far the harps of 
heaven in ſoft preludiums call me to the ſkies. 


I ſhall ſhortly Fo with the I ſtars, 


% and converſe with firſt· born ſons of light. 
< ſhall enter the bliſsful aſſembly, and be num- 
** bered among the glittering attendants of the em- 
« pyrean courts. The Supreme Excellence ſhall 
* unveil itſelf, and ſuffer me to gaze on uncreated 
« beauty. I ſhall feel the force, and breathe the 


*« raptures of immortal love. The ſmiling mo- 


* ments, crowned with joy, 8 


« life, muſt now begin their ever] 
The ſtormy ocean is paſt, the 


. "= A 
* * 


« fulfilled ; the peaceful haven is in view. I am 


«* juſt ferting: my foot on the bliſsful coaſt. The 

% charming land of love, the ene breezes al · 
*© ready meet me from the nt ſhore, and 
* cheer me in the laſt fainting 9 B 

os Frances, a, Till now II never 
e bid you a glad farewell, nor parted without re · 
„ luctance. But we ſhall meet in more ſerene 
20 climates. We ſhall meet in the fulneſs of j joy. 
„in the clevations of glory. Mine, indeed, by 
*« the juſt degrees of recompence, will be a ſtation 
far below yours. My probation has been only 
** the paſſive exerciſe of content and patience. But 
e fuch virtue as yours, which has triumphed on 
% all the gay allurements of the world, al meet 


Ks a glorious 3 The noble army of mar- 
; . : ee tyrs 


f 
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* tyrs ! will receive you io their number, grace vou 
„ with the radiant circlet and victorious Js 85 
cord aer Fanqyell in the Ni a 9 „ 


* 


41 ſpeak this, to. animate; your virtue, to F : 
&« rage, you. in the. race of glory. Lam 8520 du 
% flattery, or dependence on the greateſt of mor- 
"ta But I feel the moſt tender concern for 
your happineſs, and ſhall- carry the. gentle im- 
„ preſſion to the regions of exalted friendſhip, the 
«© native dominions of love, to which 1 am now | 
going. Once more, my dear Rejfalinda, adieu, 
This letter came to me with the. fad tiding 20 
her death. No language cat, deſcribe, my .gri 1 in 


its juſt emphaſis. foo. will giwe eee 1 WEEP a 


— pe with: N Jo 1 8 4. 53 


* 4 , : 5 1 = 
a N - 1 4 » IF E 4 + + ++ * * I Wt A +4 N 4 
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"To. CaRlos. = 
A 15 you was we confident of my unjuſt deign, it in 
viſiting. Philauder at his eountry- ſeat, you - 
bave 3 to expect 85 Thould kn N of Te - 
ſueceſs of that adventure. ens 
{ had ſecret bade for Afpa ia, fore her Ware - 
rage. with- 1555 noble 3 flattered myſell 
with ſome 8 of finding her prepollett;d in my : 
favour. 
Tou know how exceeding "cautious and Wer 
I have been in my pleaſures, and with what difimy- 
lation J have. ſecuted tO myſelf the chara&t * of a 
man of honour and ſobriety, | By this 1 
found i it caly to impoſe on my friend: whoſe e 80 E 
neſs. was real and unaffected, while his unblemiſh- . 
ed inte cgrity left him unguarded to all my artifice. 
- But: found it impoſſible to, delude my father. by 
my de virtues. 13 penetration w. thro! 
ö 


* 5 — 


* 


258 T 7 E R. „„ 
chat diſguiſe by which I had Arapes the public 
ere. Nor could any thing have been more de- 
reftable to his open temper than this affectation and 
hypocriſy of mine. After he-had traced one of 
my moſt criminal intrigues, and found me unre- 
claimed by his tendereſt admonitions, he reſolved 
to diſinherit me, and ſettle his eſtate on my younger 
brother, who is really poſſeſſed of all thoſe good 
qualities,' to which, with a vain oſtentation, Thave 
only pretended. ' 

My brother, perceiving my father” « diſguſt, and 
the intention he had to make him his heir, with an 
hnequalled generoſity gave me erk of he 
threatened misfortune, defirin Len to employ ſome 
friend to perſuade my father from his ſevere _— 
ceedin 

This news came to me while I was Avtained a 
willing gueſt by Philander at his country-ſeat. 
diſcovered the affair to him, who immediately of- 
fered to attempt a reconciliation. gladly accepted 
the kind intention, nor knew any perfon ſo m_—_ 
to fucceed. 

Philander propoſed ſtaying two or. three Jays with 
my father, in order to intinuate himſelf the more 
ſucceſsfully. In the mean time, I found but too 
_ eaſy aer to the fair Aſpaſa; and, by an artiſice 
That deſerves the blackeſt infamy, prevailed with 

her to make a criminal appointment in A private 
garden belonging to the houſe. 

This was the ſecond day of her huſband's ab- 
: The, The happy hour (as I then thought it) ar - 
when I was to attend my miſtreſs in a ſeque- 
Er. arbour. But juſt as I was entering the walk 
that led to it, a footman tame haſtily after me with 
a: letter from Philander, which brought me the 
welcome news of his ſucceſs with my father. The 
vaſt ſatisfaction he expreſſed for having procured 
this reconciliation, with the real concern for my 
welfare, which appeared i in yRoE line, raiſed a ſenſe 
0 


4 . 


mu_—_ 4 1 k , 1 
. - =_— 
1 

« _—_— 
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of honour in my ſoul; Lies the letter again, and 
found my guilt 2 by its bright reverſe. 
My falſehood was icigh — by the warmth and 
fdelity with which the enerous man had purſucd - 
m intereſt. My crime ſtood before me in its moſt 

infamous view. But how to extricate myſelf from 
this perplexlty, I was entirely at a loſs... 

To neglect an opportunity I had with ſuch 
ſolicitude obtained, to difappoint a yielding beauty, 
to dare the effects of her contempt or re — 


by acting contrary to all the gallant max ims of the 


world, was doing the utmoſt violence to a diſpoſi- | 
tion like mine. Bur then, to Wn, y friend with 
an evidence of his fidelity in my hand, where e- 
very tender line would reproach "fuch villany. 4- 
lexander and Scipia (I told myſelf) would condemn 


me; with many an heroic Pagan, who, in the height 
of youthful deſires, had conquered the allurements | 


of a guilty x paſſion, 
It 3 ha py for me, that ſome accident prevent- 


ed 4/pafia from following me ſo ſoon as ſhe deſign- 


ed. 45 nd, ſo far from being impatient at her ah- 
ſence, that I bleſſed every moment's delay, and was 
contriving to avoid the interview juſt as I. ſaw her 
entering the garden. 

I had been unuſed to mental ee and yet, 
in this dangerous moment, on which m ' perdition 
ſcemed to hang, I ſent a ſecret Prayer to Heaven for 
aſſiſtance. 

Inſtead of flying to the-charmer's embraces with 


the gaiety of a, lover, I went forward with a flow ' 
reluctant pace till we met, and then gave. her my 


friend's letter. As ſoon gs ſhe had read it, the told 
me, I might be affured.it ſpoke the language of 
* his ſoul: Aud it is (added ſhe) to the advantage- 
ous light in which he has ſet your character ; it is 
« entirely to that you. Nos obl ed, for the favour- 
* able opinion I have of you.' 
* 1 it . to this generous man (I * 
at 


40 that I am | indebted. roche dure Ibo whe you 
"er  eftee "1 And cat I. retwy . ſuch shes 
ee the vi fleſt ingratitude ! — e 72 9 
e keeping a he ectful di dance. "I 
7+ za, with her: eyes fixed 2 190 
in 53; filent confulion, , 1 50 1 gs 1555 interval, | 
imagine, if you can, what Ang be the conflict of 
mp-foul ! I, had ſpoke my laſt; an eternal filence 
muſt certainly have enſued, if the gentle e ia, 
0 my diſtreſs, Had: not put me out « of n 
r an apology. one rea] 
I ſee (faid ſhe) ihe diſorder y you are in. This 
1 retreat of 5 75 22 ought to have been mine. I 
pl ſincerel. ie t had been ſo. Hopeper,) vou 
«have 1 me dhe way. and 1 owe my recover to 
« your prudence. of, 3 
It was my. importunity, Madam, (replied Ts; 1 
«that drew you into this criminal engagement; 
« for which I e going to inflict on \ myſelf the ſe« 
2 vere penalty of feeing you no or | 
"Ws © This ws what T us jut juft 815 laing, (anfwdrg 0 
„che; fair penitent); - but you ha ye gone before 
me in every ſtep of virtue. We muſt indeed 
< meet no more. Some diſorder J feel gives 
me a pretence to retire immediately to my 
% chamber; and you may leave this place early in 
wy the morbing, | with a proper excuſe, for: not ſeer . 
*© Ing me.“ _ 
She was ſeated under: a made beten i N 
appeared charming as the Queen of Love, My 
bilofophy began to ſtagger, when ſhe haſtily | 
rg and left me in an agony of mind which | no 
words can expreſs. 
b However, T had ſo much command of wyſelf as . 
not to follow her. My reaſon exerted: all its 
powers. The Divinity within ſpoke with a com- 
manding force, and bid the wild tempeſtuous, paſ- 
1225 de ſtil, Keds foul OW: the Raw ic 
] | while 
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logy for following the dictates of 


your ſplenetic intervals, falſehood and tre: 
will probably loſe their charms, ung eG: on n 


city of yauth is paſt, 


to ſuch errours yourſelf, you ought to pals a char 
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aof 


while truth and friendſhip 0c full 


211 oy of 
my breaſt. 
I haſted early the neat Morning 1 this Jong: 


rous place; and muſt own to no. this action has 


given me a pleaſure in reflection W to all 
the e . 
Tours, 7 7 e OTE ET > 
| mY — 


1 k DP T ER . Fu XY | | of 


"Os , cl 
Fort c N 


To CanLos, from the fame, 


Are r your ſevereſt raillery on my OY T 
hope you will pardon me for being a reaſona- 


ble creature, and not infiſt on my parking = apo - 


gra- 
titude. To your cooler thoughts, virtue may nat 
perhaps appear ſo trivial and ntaſtic a thing. 25 In : 


pect of horrout and deformity hen the ga- 
" — — wy — have im- 
paired your underſtandin grow Mper- 
ſtitious, and n . — ws jr fins. 
ſhip and truth are words of the 238 
tance. Since it is not impoſſible for you to 


154 


table cenſure on my principles and rache, Howe- | 
ver different from your own, ' 8 

I have ventured to ſend you this carelefs cravſſa- 
tion of Taſfſo's Inchanted Foreff. This beautiful fe- 
tion ſeems contrived. to arm the foul with a noble 
reſolution in whatever occurrence its vn * are 
called into action. MN Rinalde's inflexibilicy, I hope, 
wilt keep me a little in countenance ; though 1 
have not the vavity to run 2 parallel _etveen.. the 
young hero's exploit and: mine. 

Dear derb, adieu. Be aſſured Lam 100 much 
jour 


* 


— 


8 bel T TER, S 


your Friend: to leave an »meth Ir your 
reformation... e e 
5 52 4075 F n ene | 
' 1 0 ds vor tis e d tic” 
The Weine Tenn» 
Praxen from Taſſo's Jhnv taut; ft 10g 


HE:dawning light ſcarce hover'd i in the Land 

L. When young Nnalde left his wonted reſt; 
Completely arm'd in all his martial _ N 
A coſtly ſcarf wav o'er his ſhoulders ty d: 
Fan, he paſs'd along each ſilent tent, 

And onward to the dreadful foreſt went. „ 1 
*'T'was now the ſeaſon. when the ling” 98 77 Hefe, 4 


* 4 
att IS +4 


Diſputes her empire with the riſing Ii Fr 
A roſy. bluſh here paints the doubtfu morn,” | Fix 


There glimm'rin ftars IH uncertain ſhades adorn. | 
This ſcene the thou, iro Hyd entertain d. e 
As on the 25 c 
The dawning füftre, and declining night. 
With one uties entertain his ſight, . 1e 
% Te num'rous flaming ng lamps above, * cries,” * 
Which deck che lofty 1 of the ſkie | 15 
Thou ſun; whoſe e idenriptendone wears! o 
Thou filver moon, and all ye n I 
What trifles to your glories are preferr'd l! 
4 How little we 1 regandd::;; ff of 
A ſparkling glance, the lightning of ee, 4 
Of Heaven it H our eaſy hearts ; beguile.” - - 420 05 
„Thus reas'; Line he the ſacred hull aſcends, 4955 
Aud Te there with decent rev rence bends 10 


05 : 4. e 
r * rea e lies. » | 


morn i in 12 en veſtments . a6" 5 5 


73 es | ket and armour süd, 
3, dart their iftre oer the verdant field ; . 9 


Refreſhing brecves round him gently play, * Yin 
"And: Fan N . 70 re 
ba | White. 


"45 * 77 3755 3 7 
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While from her laß Hurora on his head Alus el 8] 5 
A cloud of pure celeſtial dew does ſhled; 150 1 - 

Dipp'd in th" ethereal miſt; a lucid white 

His robes diſplay, and firearm: with flyer . ; 
Such when the morning's cheerful rays erer, — 
Such lively looks the op'ning: bloſſoms wear; 4 Ge 
80 looks, renew'd'in-all its litt ring · pride, n 
The ſerpent, when he caſts his fide.” - Sp 1 

The knight ſtill to the wood his way purlu 4. ia” 

Nor any horrour in its proſpect view'd;;- 115 5 3 
The fatal foreſt, hence with ſudden dread 7 

The braveſt ſoldiers of the camp had fled. 
Appears to him a kind inviting ſhade. -- bh HF. 
Advancing 6n,: afoft melodious ſound 
Fills all the fair inchanted grove around + 


The noiſe of murm'ring currents rolling by , mnt 
With ſighing winds, which thro' the branches 7 „ 
The ſwan in dying lenchely ſtrains * | 20 


In eoncert with the ui on ingale ne gg A if 
The organ, harp, and human vdice are found 
Mingling their notes Fr onerharmonigus fond, 1 511 . 
While from above, as others had Fl 
The youth expects to hear loud hun Di e ; \ 
Inflead of thefe, the ſongs of Sy" — 19 ves „ 

The chant of birds with warbling waves and wid. 
-Amaz'd, he now-his haſty ſteps ſuſpends; - 2 — 
And forward now with cautious paces: bends ; run 


EA C47 1555 2 BF 


No obſtacle his paſſage yet wit hſtood, e 
Beſides an ample, ſmooth, — 1 1 
From whence a thouſand riv lets break aw: 

Which thro! the ſhades in wanton windings:ſttay.; | 

Their banks were with luxuriant rastete d. 3 

And painted flowers adorn d the ſmi ling grounC 


Rinaluo paus d, when inſtantly . | "gh, RF 
A ſtately bridge on golden arches rear d. 

Preſenting croſs the ſtream a ſpacious way, 85 1 
1 


Which he updaunted. paf'd; without del 
Nor ſooner touch'd: the river's diſtant: brinks, .* * 45 | 
But down rhe viſionary ſtrudture Nb 
And what before 1 in gentle waves roll'd = Joes »#4.* * 
A ee Us, and lifts its * eee 
No 


— 


x 
1 * 
Fit 
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No bounds n 1 


2 * . 
Riſing like floods increas d by melting * Ko ah b * 


The hero fearleſs ſill his courſe: purſues, . 

And whereſoe'er he turns, freſh wonder views... 

For whereſoe er he turns, a ſudden ſpring 
Appears, and b 


flowers tbeir odonrs being 3 > * 
The lily courts him, and the fragrant roſe. 
At his — wich brighter glows; 


Their eryſtal arms the bubbling ſprings dipia, f . 


And living fountains open, in his way 
The branchy trees their verdant pride e renew, 


From ev ry af difils ambrofal dew; N. 4 


The waters, winds, and tuneful birds agaia, 


Join'd wich the voice and lute, begin their ſoc bing 


ſtrain; 


Nor yet appears wwhour the melting fg, 


The hatman voice, and charming lute, belong. - 5 | 


_ Suſpended he remains, and ſcarce believes 
His waking thoughts, - 
When Hung from the foreſt's lofty 
He fings an ample 
A wondrous myrtle in the midſt __ 
Aloft in sir its ftately head was rear 111 
Its height the palm 425 cypreſs far 8 
And all beneath a cloſer ſhadow call. 
Around the 
It tow'ring Rood, of all rhe 
On the prodigious plant he 
Till more prodigious things his mind ſurpriſe. 
A pregnant oak with ſudden rupture parts, 
Mhile from its trunk a blooming virgin farts; 
Numbers like her their hollow prifons _ 
And on the plain in ſhimic — — 
So dreſs'd, the graceful. 


Such are her 
Their folding veſts above the knee re 
legs the ſilken buſſcins hide; 


ſhade, 


— guns. 5 
x'd bis eyes, 


Their ſlentler 


Their ſnowy arms were bare; their: lacks behind 
Diſhevel'd hung, and wb d in the uind. 
Like theſe appear the beanteous ſylvan rade; 


When o'er . lawns the * ** they e, 
7 ER” No. | 


Wy = — 


60 wdidt his ſenſe perecives x 
plain before him ſpread ; 5 3 81 
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leafy arms extended wide, 7.4 85 
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And waſtes her life inreſtleſs fires 'away ; 5 N 


„And let me view again thoſe charming eyes,” 8 


And ſoft complaints, and kind das tries: 
4 
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No bows indeed they held, nor quivers wore, 
But warbling lutes in their fair hands they bore * 


A circle round the wondering RAT they Er ih . : 


And dance'd in artful meaſures as they play'd. Py : 

„Hail lovely youth! (they ſung), our ak 5 care a 
« For thee theſe ſoft receſſes we pre are; FF 
« For thee ſhe fondly languiſhes , Fe 


© Theſe groves thy abſence lately feem'd to mourn, 
« But all look freſh and gay at thy return,” ?- 
While with N melting trains they EY his 


." a. - 
A ſweeter voice Be from the Wyrtle hears, | 


And iſſuing thence a lovelier nymph — 4 24 „ 


If ancient times, with pious awe inſpir'd, EBT be 
Silenus in his antic form admir'd, © 467553 26%; 
What had the ſuperſtitious'dotage wh, 
The mad effect of this ſurpriſin fee 
Her ſhape was human ; but a heav 'nly 
And beauty all divine, adorn'd her fa 
With doubtful eyes Rinaldo views th 
And ſoon recalls Armida's tempting*air 
Then with a ſoft alluring penſive ook, 
Which meant a houline tender Uo: 85 poke, ” 
« Art thou return'd, the cauſe of all my y pain 
„Do I behold thoſe fatal eyes again? . ? 5 
„PDoſt thou at laſt, ungrateful man? relent. 
« And pity my fond youth in ſorrow. ; ent? + 5 mY 44498 
« Or as an enemy purſue me here? e . > 
« For this thy arms and threat'nin Tooks gate, 
« But I yo enemy, no traitor Kar TY 7 
When ober the flood the golden bridge T" Wen hs 
„When gaudy flowers along thy path were trout, 
« And livino ſprings to entertain thee flow'd.” e 
Approaching nearer then, the ſoftly cries, 3. 
« Remove this envious helmer's vain 7 Py 


With what x moving tear the fond y ſhed, ET 
While from ber cheeks the haſty bluſhes fled ; P 
Then figh'd, and downward caſt her lovely eyes: 3 7515 


H 
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Her Words the coldeſt adamant 3 more, FELL 
And melt the moſt obdurate heart to love, 
be youthful hero feels the kindling fir 
And. timely from his dangerous foe retires; 
Again he ſcorns her viles, and fiercely drew 
His ſhining ſword, and at the myrtle. flew, £97 
Armida runs before with eager haſte, ' * 


1 


Then twining round her darling plant e * 


«« Oh, ſtay,” ſhe cries, ©* ſtay thy inhuman Naſt 
« Or let thy weapon in my breaſt be ſtain d. 
Unmov'd and deaf to all her pray'rs he ood, | x 
d lifts his ſword to hew the fatal-wood. . 
Th” inchantreſs ſoon another method tries, +. val 
And as in dreams uncouth chimeras riſe, - Es 
She ſtalks a monſtrous bu}k. before bis eyes; - Gp 
A duſky gloom her changing face o'erſpread ;. 
 Vaniſh'd the ſnowy white, and youthful red; 
Then like Briareus, with his hundred hands, 5 
A mighty giant in his view ſhe ſtands; : 
And fifty wes ſwords at-once ſhe wields, 
And -ſhakes aloft. as many blazing ſhields ; 
Her nymphs appear, like.horrid Cyclops arm' d: | 
But nothing his undaunted heart alarm d. 
The martial youth his ſounding: ſtrakes ene 
While hollow groans the ſounding ſtrokes enſu'd; 
Stupendous terrours fill'd the-darken'd. place, 
Reſembling now the black inferpal ſpace ; 


Thunder'd the louring heavens with dreadful ſound, 


'Echo'd in ſubterranean vaults the graund ; 
Trembled the earth, lighten'd the flaſhing 8 
While warring winds from every quarter riſe. 
Rinaldo ſtands the raging tem 7 frown, 
FTlll one fierce ſtroke fells the tall myrtle down ; 
Th' inchantment ends, the phantows diſappear, 


The Rac: are e the N 8s Ic.” 8 
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1 ET 1 1 R VI. LY ob \ ped 
en, | bat ant 


you fern at b Phet ſuſpended "RO: virtue | 
Rand vice! your mind is in ſuch a -myſterious 


ſuuation, that it is not eaſy to determine to what” 


claſs: 199 belong. Oe can hardly call you a Sain:, 
the flattery would be too apparent; and yet it 
would be a little uncharitable to put you in the op- 
poſite rank, where your own modeſty has placed 
you. But my bufineſs is not to diſpute what you 
are, but to give you che information you deſire, 
and from my own experience to reſolve on whick * 
ſide the advantage of pleaſure'falls; | 
You imagine T have acted in both the cliapad 
of mint wa inner, and tried the extremes of oe | 
tue and vice. In the laſt I am too much experi- 
enced : but · xhis makes me more capable of paſſing 
a.cenſure ; for I was a ſort of philoſophic W | 
and purſued-pleaſure for the ſake of demonſtrati-— 
on. I pauſed, I reaſoned, made critical reflecti- 
ons on every enjoyinent 3 3 F propoſed ſomething be- 


— 
* 
- 


yond gratifying a low and ſenſual inclination ; mine 


was a deliberate ſearch after happineſs ; ; while the 
method was wrong, my end was right; but every 
guilty experiment brought its own conviction, and 
left me reſtleſs and diſappointectc. 

Sometimes I exclaimed in FEY ſometimes in. 
verſe. I burleſqued the vanities of life, and the weak- 
neſs of human nature; I turned moraliſt, looked 


grave, and acted ſoberly. But this was a ſituation ' 


too cold for my temper ; it was neither ſleeping nor 


_ waking : this ſupine indolence was but a poor ex- 
change for the jovial activities T had reſigned; nor 


could J aſſent to that ſpiritleſs maxim, I hat vir- 
fue was its own reward, if there was no future 

expectation. Let ut eat and drink, for to morre 
e | Z 2 | | -we _ 


+ 
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we die, appeared to. me a much more Tabea! "tha | 
clufion. -- | 
However, this actiferauion, hk 3 this mo- 
ral eſſay, and reſtraint of my paſſions, was the firſt 
ſtep | made towards real happineſs. In the abſence 
of ſenſuallamuſements, my thoughts found leiſure 
for a nobler application; my ſoul grew. familiar. 
with itſelf, and ſought acquaintance with intellec · 
tual beings. | - Diſtreſſed with the viciffitude of mor- 
tal things, it traced back its own divine original, 
and claimed paternal refuge from the great Spring 
of all exiſtence, I felt the attraction ſtrong as the 
bands of nature ; that felicity I had. blindly 9 dught, 
the unknown God I had ignorantly worſhipped, 
now revealed himſelf to me, as the We soo 
and my peculiar bliſs. 
low an almighty. agent oe no language of men 
can deſeribe; but I felt the facred influence. 8 
heard the heavenly ſound, the ſoft melodious voice 
calling me away from earthly vanities ; while a ray 
of celeſtial beauty ſparkling on my ſoul, eclipſed 
the glories of the world, . darkened all the pride 
of Nature; the miſts of i Ignorance and erfour va- 
niſhed before the divine illumination, which, with. 
a pleaſing evidence, compelled my aſſent to the glo- 
rious truths it propoſed; my apprehenſions were 
| enlarged, and a_ anctity of . diſpoſition infuſed ; 
'- thoſe heights of Gre which I once thought im- 
8 practicable, now appeared eaſy, and attended with 
lineffable delight, ſuch as 8 me ſome ee 
| prelibations, 5 — 


Of theſe cid af e 5500 rich dranghts | 
* Of vital pleaſure, which my 8721 . 
Shall drink for ever in. 


Theſe are no nile 1 3 "el _ 
divine enjoyments, ſuch. as enlarge the mind, and 


give ira nobler diſpoſition, while,-epeſcious of its 
Ag owa 
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own grandeur, in reſts in nothing ache, boundleſs 7 


and 9 felicity. OE 8 


This is what you ſeem anxiouſly to inquire After. | 
How happy ſhall I be, if my caperience can direct 
you in ſuch an important ſearch } You will excuſe 


the ſending you theſe N lineson a r — 


wee to my n e 


| 1 hy WA PPINESS. 


X 7 Hatever Gir rent paths mankind bee, e 

Oh Happineſs ! tis thes we keep i in view wee: 

Tis thee in ev ry action we intend. | 
The nobleſt motive, and ſuperiour end! _ 14 aces. 
Thou doſt the ſcarcely finiſh'd ſoul incline L 


Its firſt deſire, and confeious thought; is thine ; 3 


# 
* 


532 . 
> 
1 « Þ 7s 


Our infant breaſts are ſay'd by thee alone, 1 


W hen pride and jealouſy are yet unknowi. if 
Throug Mi life's — wild variety. 
Our dedlad wiſhes nev r ſtart from there 
Thou art of all bur waking thoughts the ee; * 1 
We court thee too in er ry nightly dream: of 27 
Th' immortal flame with Squat ardour lars: 55 4b 
Nor one ſhort moment's-mtermiffiont knows 2 :: 


Whether to eourts ar remples \ we repair, is it att 
With reſtleſs zeal we ſearch thee ev ey where 4 Ya 
Whether the roads that to perdition lead | 


Or thoſe which guide us to the ſtara, we tr 
Thine is the hope, th ineſtimable rwe, 
The glorious mark, on which we fix our — T 


_— Thy charms the enamour'd. 3 
- hrofall the wild deftrugtive paths bf vice. Gs A 
Th' advent'rous man tefines: on ſin, and makes, 
In ſearch of thee; -to hell new=-beaten. tracks; 


Inchanting pleaſure dances in his fight, — bene 


And tempts him forward by a treach'rous li lights A 


B ut while thy flatt'ring ſumles his thoughes 


T hou prov'ſt to him a mere fantaſtic name, 


A fair 1 1 * N * 4 20 +Þ wor 


"> 


7 


The diſappointment. heightens yet his rage, 
And tempts him with freſh ardour to engage; 


Far from the world thou doſt his ſteps . 5: a . 5 5 
And gladly quits the fleeting joys of ſenſe, | / fk 15 5 


Such as the bleſs'd immortals know above; . 
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Which while the wretch an n with eager poorly 9 
And ſeems to overtake thee in the race, #7 0 
An airy phantom [mocks his cloſe; gen et e 414.50 
His arms in vain the ſportive ſhade would Ela. TA. 
Stili like a gliding hoſt it flips. his fondeſt bold: RS; 


R 


Succeſsleſs, but unweary'd in the ſtrife, 
He ſtill pur ſnes thee to the verge of liſe 
With life compell'd his dotage to relign. „ 
The laſt deſpairing ſigh he breathes is thin 
The pious man directs his vows to the. 


And proves thy moſt pathetic votary. . 
Virtue itſelf, ewn virtue he regards; . A1 


But as thy favour the fatigue rewards... Tell 26.5% 
To filent ſhades, and ſolitude obſcure, |-- | 


But there he lives retir'd, a glorious: epicure, 


In ſearch of bliſs more laſting and intenſe. 
Not fuch as the fond lover's heart begyiles, FD 
When, without art, his yielding micro files; 


Not ſuch as fills the youthful hero's mind, I 
When wreaths of victory his temples Sad ger, Fa 


His thoughts a nobler luxury would prove, 


A ſpark divine like theirs his breaſt 1 
Enjoyments all divine like theirs he aan 
Licentious and unbonnded-in his aims, yore: 
To pteaſure's ſacred ſpring his ſoul — 2 * 
There only hopes to quench his infinite deſires. 
Not envious hell the paſſion can ſuppreſs, -: 

Fir'd by the name, alluring Happineſs : Ul obs . 
Undaunted he maintains the genꝰ rous fre,” 4 5 24 
And ſtruggles ſor thee to the cle of life; - 1. 
Then joyful claſps thee in his dying arms, 
And yields his breath, nenn of all thy charms. 


8 


* 41 88 


This is the peta to whichs I Rudd Ades * 


exacteſt trial of ſenſual and intellectual pleafures, 
_ 1 ee 
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Without hefitation 1 give my voices on che ſide of 

virtue; and this in ek 5 yeft period of my life, 

ruffled with adverfity or duappoi tment, n We | 
' fluence of fortune, and 15 luxury of youth; 
with a mind ee of bliſs,. and panting * . 
happineſs. - - 

Ia this ſituation ' you cannot object againft the ſe· 
verity of my temper... However, as few perſons 
care to be wiſe at other people's expenoe, I cannet 
expect, that, without any farther trial, . 8 
acquiclce i in the * Judgemea of. g 


0 Len, neil tunbleſorvant.. 


: 0 | + PFOPC "02 > Bi r 
muſe, bur [ have hardly — vanity to hope / the 
performance will pleaſe a judgement ſo exact as 
yours. een = "is r gt th ee to _ mh 
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ö nd 221 

A ſalt 3 _ propitis bee 

Let all my. foul the facred 8 0 118 £ 
For thine's & holy unpolluted flame, fo 
Howe'er the libertine profane thy name; „ 
Howe er, with ĩimpious cant, eri, 
And ſenſeleſs ſuperſtition blemiſh che. 

The pure teſult of fober reaſon 1 1 
Thy laws the ſtrickeſt hoticur tft A:: 
Thy laws each Vitſous thought con 1 0 4 14 ad 

From thee devotion takes its flami Fey ph. 
Thou giv v'ſt the nobleſt motion 1 ll. 2775 K |; ; 4 


And gov ia ME * e 228 011 oiled q 
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To great attempts thou gen'rous minds cen nove, 
And only ſuch are privilege'd to love; 
Th” heroic race, the brighteſt names of old, 
Were all thy glorious votaries inroll'd; 
: Without thee, human life 
A te :dious round of circling cares n „ 
A curs d fatigue, continual ſtrife. = 405 2 
And tireſome vaui tv. 
Thy We our reſtleſs griefs controut, © 
And talm the ſtormy motions of the egh wy ens 
Before thee pride and enmity, . 
With all infernal paſſions, f. 
And couldſt thou in the realms below _ 
. But once diſplay thy beauteous :face, - 7 
The damn'd a ſhort redreſs might know, : 


5 And ev'ry terrour fly the — . : 
= From thee one bright unclouded ande 5 
N Would all the torments there beguile;- = 


Thy ſmiles th' eternal tempeſts could aſſuage, 

| And make the damn'd forget ah 796, nee 53 
| The ſulph'rous waves would ceaſe to a As 
3 And calmly glide along the ſilent ſhore; op 5 


Had Orpbeus (as tis fabled) thro the grown 79 95 
To hell the gloomy raſfage found, 
His warbling voice, his melting Iyre, | 
Nor artful touches on the trembling ſtring . 
Had ne'er obtaird his bold defire, 
Nor charm'd the furies with their ſullen king; 
But love, his tender theme, had love been hand 1 | 
That potent ſound atone had all their malice tand. = 
On thee the graces and delights artend,. | 
On thy propitious influence _ 
SGraur gayeſt hours depend; 
Whatever charms the ſoul or . Gn 
Beauty and ſacred harmony 
: Accompliſh'd Love l belongs to Tray _— 
 _ Teo thee his ſhining genius 2 . 5 
| His juſt ideas, and e re ot a. '3 
To thee Cleora nay Wis ar Reg pu 
hich from her lips i in eaſy longuage Bhi 


# 
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The mute creation owns thy ſ war, 
And things inanimate thy laws 8 : - Paget” 
At thy command the fir confolion ceaſe'd, „ 

Chaos and wild Piſorder rr 22882914 \ FOAM — 
Diſcord and-fierce Antipath rey mild 5 
The gleams of light this” yiel e ca te 
And warring.elements. were reconcile 5 2 
Nature begun a ſteady courſe, 955 THY 1 2 
Govern'd by central charms, aud ſympathetic forge. 4 
But in the bliſsful ſkies. alone, B 
Almighty Love! thy pow r is fully known: 5 
There they view thy charming . 
Painted with endleſs ſmiles, and erer-blooming grace. 
Thy gentle torch burns there for ever bright, 
And ſcatters round : a mild propitious light; BE ET * 
- Alt feel its pleaſing influence, 8 


| While pure deſires thy golden ſhafts diſpenſe, | 1 


Th' immortal lovers, crown'd with fragrant flowers : 
In roſy ſhades, and blifsful bowers, N 
To thee devote their happy hours 2 

While active joys too noble for diſguiſe, e 

And vital pleaſures ſparkle in their exes; of EAI 

To thee alone, great Love, their heaven they owe 


The boundleſs ſource whence all their N 5 


Thy cred fee 
Does every 3 breaſt inſpire, 15 5 T $1 f 


Aud tune the ſtrings of each N lyre; . 


In flowery vales, to every bliſsful ſtream, 70 4 
With melting notes they celebrate ty name; 8 

Batkward they roll the long exten 
Of ages infinite, and ſing. thy. great deſcent. 5 


No fabled Venus gave thee birth, 8 
At Cyprus yet the goddeſs was not ame d. 
Nor at /dalia, nor at Paphos fame d? 
Nor yet was feigu'd from foamiag ſeas to riſe 
For yet no ſeas appear'd, or fouhtaifs flow: 
Nor yet diſtinguiſh'd in the ſkies, 


| Her rag neee eee | . 
| But 
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ut thou waſt long ere motion ſprung ir rade, 70 
Ere chaos and immeaſurable ſpate Fil : f . 
Refign'd their uſtleſs oh x. to elemental place; 1 
Before the ſparkh 1 85 amps on high n 
Were kindled up around the ſky . 
Bofbre the ſun Pp on the circling hours,” | 
Or vital ſeeds produce d their active powers ö 
Before the finſt intelligences ſtrun : 
Their golden harps, and ſoft p Tadinms de" 
To ag > the-mighty cauſe EIN —_— ebene. 
run 
Tn ionsttäble Dircuiry;. i „ 
His own reſemblatice meet in the. 
By this rhy ——.— lineage thou doſt brove 7 
To 2 nt; for Gov himſelf is 5 855 "4 


LETTER VII. 


| From 33 giving an account of her manner” 


off bfe before her Wa with _ wipes 7 — — 


 Mapan, 3 

1 curiofity is very + abliclns. 
know my manner. of | life, till 

of being married to my Lord The ac- 

count indeed would be perfectly jnfgaifcant: widr 

out that circumſtance; it is only my relation to 

him that gives me a concern for the decorum and 


in 1 to 


propriety of my conduct, in the bigh ſtation 0 — N 


which he has advanced me. 
I muſt own, that my ſcrapulons- ditfent Wer 


ſome faſhionable freedoms makes my behaviour ap- 


pear ſomewhat ſingular and preciſe among the gal- 
lant part of the world ; but 1 hope, in this general 
toleration, -I may, with indemnity, be a Chriſtian, 
(though not a prude) at ſixteen. If this is an er- 


rour, the prejudice of education muſt be my ex- . 


cufe, which keeps me from giving my affent to ma- 

ny of the genteel maxims of the age. Nor will 

you be { re. at my * when * know by 
hat 


3 — 


2” * * _— 
2 n . CS Oh. 


hadthe honour - 
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what ſtrict precepts: the: early cel = life bas 
been governed. | 
My father was 2 coun! learn A eee of 
exemplary. piety ; who, with a benefice of three 
hundred a. year, treated his poor pariſſiioners wich 
great hoſpitality, and made a decent proviſion for 
his own family. My mother was bred a Diſſenter ; 
and continued ſuch, till either her eſteem for-m EW | 
father, or the force of his arguments, 
with her to Join in communion with the nadoual | 
church. 1 8 
T was e of aha. 3 which were 
all the children they had, We were carefully in- 
ſtructed in the rules of juſtice and truth; and bred 
in the greateſt ſanftity of manners. No excuſe, | 
but ſickneſs, ever detainèd us on Sundays from the . 
public worſhip; nor were the intervals ſpent in any 
idle amuſements, The whole day was facred, and 
obſerved with a juſt ſolemnity. Through the reſt - 
of the week, prayers were conſtantly read morn» 
ings and evenings in the family; nor would my 
mother ever ſuffer cards or dancing in the houſe. 
t My two fiſters were the prettie demure things 
that ever-were ſeen. They applied themſolves with 
great diligence to aſſiſt niy mother in any of her 
domeſtic \concerns : But my temper being more 
ſprighely, houſewifery and plain-work were my as 
verſion. Reading was my prevailing attachment; ; 
and I had turned over every boek in my father's 
library, except Latin and Greek. But here was not 
one play or novel for my entertainment. However, 
I was ſupplied with amuſements of this kind by m 
Lady Warthy $ youngeſt daughter ; who was our 
neighbour. a was pleaſed to honour me with 
ſome degree of intimacy. | But | peruſed theſe au · 
thors with great ſecrecy, and not without ſome in- 
ward remorſe ;' this ſort of reading being againſt 
my father's ſevere injundions, and _ Freges 4 rules 


4 bow: been * 
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This was my manner of life tilt 1 was fifidens 
whnh a brother of my mother's, a Turky: merchant, 
died, and, having no child, left me twenty thou- 
ſand pounds, with only ſome ſmall legacies to my 
dſters. This advance 1 fortune gave me ſom̃e di- 


ſtinction with my Lady MVoriby; G Ac about the 
ſame time, had a fine ſammer-houſe painting. The 


ſtory was, Diana hunting with her nymphs. - Her 
Ladyſhip defired my mothen, that 1 n de.drawn ] 


for one of the virgin: train. l 
Some time after this, painting was FBuiched, my 
Lord came accidentally. into theſe parts of 


the 8 ; and waiting on . te, Hortiy, as 
they were in the fummer:- houſe, . LOO pere ef - 


- oi 


| I had far to * bun ler Ladyibip finding a ; 
I 


leaſt faſpicion what was che motive. 'of her com- 


* 
& * 1 oy * N 4 - $ T =. 5 y [ 8 
, * . 


oF had hitherto. looked on ev 
candies and indifference; nor. 
anſwer the deſcription of poetical heroes, and dra- 


matic beaux: But the moment I ſauw my Lord, 
every grace, every charm, appeared real, which 


before had pleaſed my imagination in agreeable fic- 


tions. The inchanting form, the fatal glance, the 
reſiſtleſs ſmile, the gentle, the prevailing accent, 
Love with his whole artillery ſeemed to inſult me, 


and never more entirely ſubdued a mind ſo arileſs 
and unexperienced However, to conceal my diſ- 


order, I wRhorew as ens as ch 0} would [ 


. 24 . "x 2 10 
But how transformed. was my foul 1 one 1 
guiltleſs calm I bad till now enjoyed i- 


of my temper was broken. My thou ghts had alla 
different turn. I went to church ndeek 3 v but ſaid 
my prayers as mechanically as a clock ſtrikes. Iz join · 4 
edi ar aging the pſalms ; but with no more ubders . 
412 | 3 en 
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ſtanding than ihe W nee ien 
they a n. Not only: the next. 5 
was | my": MOTY. Ihe were me 
flowers in the field, nor 1 * nabe fky. M 
whole attention was fixed on the lovely youths. his 
idea was ſtill in view ; 'or if any other object inter- 
rupted the Neafing. reverie, it. Was. only to give me me 
vexation. 0 was angry with every mortal, for not 
looking ſo handſome, nor talking fo agreeably, a 
the charming man Tadmired.'_ E 

I 3 tedious days in fufptols, whether my | 
Lord. had one favourable. thought of me: But my 
doubts were 'agrecably: ſatisfied; when I found he 
had defired my Lady Marti to procure my fathers 
conſent, in order to make his addreſſes to me. Me 
father embraced the offer with a Tull (alc of th 3 


honor that was done him. 1 of 


For my part, I had never. pradited au — : 
guiſe ; and was unacquainted withs allc forms; but 
luch as were the dictates of natur ant en 55 Nor 
was it poffible for me to conceal lie 
nation; it Was as viſible in 
pathetie words could have x 


my Tabs) 8 3 and; ge n e 4 his 4 5 


bes 1 Een 

My Noble Lover: « 
coneiude the N whichichies A6ne: \ 
ſecrecy and expedition.” He fiiffered but fog 
vant to attend him; and was ſo obli ng; 4 5 
month after dur marriage in my Mer 
The ſernes of lot life were7a diverting n to 
him; while love and innocente madethe hours - 


, glide bra . f This period was: e g 
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nours; poſſeſſed only of a ſnowy flock, and graced 


wor no diſtinction, but that of the ab ot Wain, | 


Then unmole ed we bad 2 gt „ eee 
en Thoſe vexatious forms dn bie h greatneſi bring, 7 
pile rocks and meadæuſf, alles att piling rings, ; 
be flowery valley and the gheomy grove, | 
Hall heard of no Juperiour - name to Love, 


However, I did not yet know che —— of gran. 
deur; nor feel the effects of my ſplendid vaſſalage. 
I ved my own way, dreſſtd and undreſſed ae 
My mother, fince che advance of my fortune, had 
kept me in fine lace caps, and clean ſilkè night- 
gowns; and, as J had plenty of flaxen hair falling 
into natural curls, my dreis was eaſily adjuſted 
and feemed to pleaſe my Lord exceedingly. The 


little waiting on I had, was by Gicely, my mother's 


head · ſervant. I had no notion of the 3 monde, 
nor the part I was to act in it. 

I had never ſeen Londen. The Mall, 'Hyde-park, 
the Drawing-room, and Theatre, were wi __ 

to me than the planetary, worlds; 7 

In this ſtate of nature, of darkneſß, 89 origi- 


cial ' fimplicity, imagine to yourſelf what muſt: be 


my perplexity, when my Lord carried me with 
him to make my-firſt:appearance in town, among 
the congratulations of his numerous friends 1 [ 
found myſelf among a rank of people, to whole 
language, habits, and manners, was'as much 2 
ſtranger, as if I had been in a foreign country. 


My Lord had deſired a. ſiſter, who lived wick 


him, to procure every thing proper for me to ap- 
pear with: And ſhe fpared no coſt in jewels, or 
whatever elſe vanity itſelf”: could! wiſh.''. She had 


been ſolicitous in her choice of a woman and cham- 
bermaid for me; and they were really dW of the 
neſt people I had ever ſeen, in my life. My wo- 
es To | 3 l V | man 


che Noble Youth diveſted of his hereditary ho. 
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man, (being much older chat myſelf U dodo 


as my ſuperiour; and could hardly n 88 


an apology for the trouble I gave her. I ſpoke to 
her in very gentle and. Gabmiive- terms: Nor was 
it poſſible for me to get rid of the ſecret veneration; 
which the gravity of her conntedance gave me. 
However, my lively temper was apt to make ſome 
gay excurſions. When I was at firſt initiated in 
the myſteries of dreſs, I was nat quite ſo ſerious, 
as ſhe ſeemed to think” dhe importance of the ar- 
fair required. 

While my head was dreffing, I was! merely fal- 
foe: as log as Mrs. Dupin ſuffered 'me._to-fit adds | 
ing. I left the hall on my ſhoulders to be adorned = 
as ſhe thought fit; which, after two hours toil; - 
ſometimes found ſwelled to ſuch an enormous 
ſize, wick flowers, feathers; and bits of riband, 
that I could not help begging her to reduce it to a 
dimenſion more agrecable d my ſhape; which, 
being flender, did een 8 of that niger 


nitude to adorn 1 it. = 
y more eis wc cry — 


But I was 


laugh on this occafion. The hours thus ſpent 


were an inſupportable fatigue to me: Nor could I 
anfwer to my conſcience for ſuch a vain expence of 
time. My beiog had a ſuperiour end; I was form- 
ed for immortality; which grand =oncern -forbic 
me ſpending more time at the toilet, than in my 
devorions, I had been taught theſe antiquned 
maxims ; and however ridiculons they might ap- 
pear in the gay moments of health, the ap hes 
of death, 1 knew, would fer them in tt * your 5 
force, and unqueſtianed evidence. 
However, 1 had no deſign in drefling; dr. to 
pleaſe my Lord. It was only with regard to him. 
I was concerned for the figure I made in public. 
The flattery 1 heard on my beauty, gave me more 
confuſion than joy : Nor could 1 account for the 
ys of thoſe addreſſes. | 
A a 2 I very 


— 
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:-Jivery:in nocently:rold” a” chat followed me: 
that IL. was married: At which he burſt into a loud 
laugh. lt was ſome ſurpriſt to me; to find him ſo 


gay at the diſcovery of what Y thought would have 
funk him into deſpair. Icould not but wonder, 


that the man who had juſt: before been languiſhing 
and dying, ſhould be ſo overjoyed to find his pre- 


tenſions loſt, and his caſe hopeleſs.: For Ereally 
thought he made love with an honeſt intention to 


marry me, only he bad miſtaken my pee 
ces. 133 | 
My next lover wika this moft- Wees friend my | 
lass had. The fine things he Taid, I took for 
raillery. Indeed it appeared ill jeſting with ſuch 
ſacred things as friendſhip, and the honour of a 
family. However, E concealed his extravagance ; | 
and treated him with a coldneſs ſo real N unab⸗ 
fected, that he ſoon recovered bhimſellff. 
But you may eaſily imagine what inner Rl 
gallant prapoſals muſt have to one ſꝰ unacquaint- 


ed with the modith world; and who had never 
heard: een named, but with terms-of- infamy 


and repodech: oc 279 Loot, 19905 aide dh fg 

After this dcotint uf myſelf, yon will not won» 
der to find meſo little at eaſe in the high ſtation to 
which I am raiſed. With what regret do 1 look 
back to- the inglorious ſhades, the humble ſcenes of 
my paſt tranquillity : I was ſtranger to ambition; 


but love ſeduced me from thoſe peateful retreats, 
where my firſt happy days were ſpent. It is only my 


affection for my Lord, that helps me to ſupport | 


this illuſtrious bondage, thisſplendid miſery. But, 


as ſincerely as I love him, L cannot; without a ſigh; 
recall the harmleſs freedom, the unmoleſted inno- 
cence, in which the earlieſt: part of my life was paſt; 
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people's envy, while in reality Emerit mar cor 
paſton. 1 am, 1 e * * : 


— ) K)᷑M9 — 
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| Now; content. uotbimiroog: roomy oc: co . 
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. See ha 1 gJouthy whoſe cheerful been 1 55 Ae tre 5 
Promiſe d a train ¶ years to cms 1 
Whoſe ſoft addreſs, and grateful air, : 
Had ſcares obtain d the yielding Fair, 8 | 

Nen Fate derides th 71. 4% Joys, . 

And all his Platters ermg deſtroys. © 28 
There ſleep #he 6 #5, SOA £34 1 "ary - 
Have crown'd their. names with ihe pre f 

Who, though eternity they , give, 2 F 

2 Wile heroes i in their. n num 40 6575 live ; TY fac 

Tet theſe reſen their tunefut Bath, > e 13K - Fg 
And wit muſt yield 1 15 mightier death; : LTH, . 

Epen 1, the loueſ ar throng: „ 11 a 

n e e , < be Sep JÞ-! 

: . bartl) bro ay Nan bei, 1 
mix ah Henk foes the dead. Pong | 1 

| 4 am now 1 ce wyſelf to wet es 4. 

bodes. I would grow miliar, I'would contract ar 

intimacy witly Death, in order to meet the Brit 

phantom without cunſtern atio: i 

But what I am here comemplating, i it N che 

dark fide of the proſpect, which: diſappears whene- 

ver my thoughts, turn to the bright reverſe. Death 
is then no more a mcagre theleton, followed with 

a train of terrours; hut comes in an ange form, 
with a gay retinue of heasenly loves and graces; 

be comes the kind meſſenger df ny liberty-and 

happineſs, with a ſmiling aſpe ct, beckoning me a- 

. way from theſe ſtormy regions to: abe worlds.of 
unclouded light. The fcenes-:06 immertality are 

opened before me j. the palm, thei ſtarry crown, 

with all the bright rewards: of virtue, :appear in 
view. Oh, when, will the happy period come, 
which ends this mortal ſtoryil- But mi Friendſhip | 

for you ſhall outlive thęidate 4 2 

ſtence, and be the ſame when am:no morer after 

| me formalities of r re ere * | 
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Vos wit fad this: letter ne vile 
where I have often the pleafure-to ſeat myſelf- 
near you, unſeen; and-never faifof being enter - 
rained, with that vivaeity, and-inndecntwity that - 
ſparkles, in your converſation. However negligent- 
you are of your inviſible, aqmirers;your. earlier part 
of life has been my care: My ſenvices claim the 
, pre-eminence of all my mortal rivals, and give me. 
a right to make my prevendions,. before;your: begrt 
admits an earthy: paſſi oon 

I have followed your early ratbles- ur the 
flowery. lawns, guarded you on the verge of mur- 
muring ſtreams, and ſcreened your beauty from 
the ſultry noon... I have- fanned you with my gol- 
den plumes, and breathed the fragranee - of the 
ſpring about you. By me the muſic of the groves 
has been improved, while I have joined with che 
feathered chorus to divert you; the nightingale, 
for you, has prolonged her melodious ſtrain, and 
from ſome flowe 
nightlyſeren ade... {hn} 

Theſe harmleſs: gallantries, inſtegd of: moleſting; 
have indulged your tranquillity : fer mine is an at- 
fection ſuited to your guiltleſs inclination, and con- 
ſiſtent with the moſt refined virtue. Indeed, this 
is the ſuperiour charm, Semen J attraQtion, + 


that has gained you a celeſti- * 
odneſs àhd generoſity, 


graces, thoſe ſparklings of g 
that ſacred impreſſion of virtue Heaven has ſtamp- 
ed on your foul, charm me beyond your. lovely 
perſon; and yet I view; aut, blogming:þeauty-with 
delight, and find a guilitels. rranſpprt.in your ſmiles. 
I am captivated; {whtk thoſe e 
and peace, which, ſeatter univerſal jo and alacrity 
about you. The Seines 
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aff 
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gaicty of ,your.temper, 
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aw wit, diert me. I hre e mimic 
the ſweetneſs of your voice, and rępeat the charm- 
ing accent in a thouſand ſportive echoes. 

Were not the view of | ethereal beauty forbidden 
to any of mortaf race, T might inſult all hu 
vanity, and defy. the moſt plorious rival amon ＋ 2 
ſons of men. Was I permitted to appear is the 
roſy bloom of celeſti youth, with my golden 
zone, my purple wings, and glittering tiara, f 
mould ontſhine the moſt ſplendid birthnight · beau. 

But I am not permitted to donvince you of 
 foperiorieyp,. till your date of mortal life is expired; 
and- then, if you cominue ſtedfaſt to the rules of 
virtue, you ſhall be mine by all the engagements of 
celeſtial love, will lead you n triumph to the 
bliſsful fields, and charming bowers, ſurpaſſing: 
the moſt poerieal deſeript ion of Cyprian grovey, or 
Heſperiun gardens. What you call Palaces, and: 
magnificent fears; | are but dens, but dwelling in the 
duſt; compared to the dazzling habitations: of the 
acreal race. Phe region 1s Kore — Len Lol 4 
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Marblet thro* all he woods and plain? n 
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jag maid{ But the nuptial pomp was hardly pa 
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e loſes its ener; 
gy, and grows inſipid, 3 paint tbe 


But nunibers fall, human lan 


wonders of the 5 world's neither can I de- 
ſcribe, nor willi you be able 10 conceivez:itheſs: tran- 
de ſcenes, till the” happy time: comes when 

they ſhall be: unveiled in furpriſing pomp before 
you? "FA laben. Sc, 650! 201603563 11440638 4 
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I 4 1 es. ches ure Tobey you; in diſcover- 

preſeni ſituation of my thoughts; ſince 

che tranquillity Jenjoy in this retirement, is partly - 
ow ing to thoſe pious principles eee to 


ing the 


inſtil into my early yout. a 


—˖ ·˙ 


Diana ; nor can: have forgot. hom many 
excuſes I framed to wed a ib to prevent his deſign 
of ſending: me into foreign'parts; till all events ſuc- 
ceeded: to my with, and Iwas married to the charm - 
ſt 
before death blaſted my happineſs, and ſnatehed 
the lovely prize from my arms. 

The only way I could then think ok 10 Aae 
the violence of my grief, was travelling; hoping 


by variety of objects to effaet the painful impre ffi 1 
on. Accor dinghy! made the tower of France and 


{taly, amuſing myſelf with whatever was grand or 


entertaining. I converſed with men of ſenſe and 


merit, and ſometimes was favoured with the ſocie- 


ty of women of diſtinguiſhed beauty and reputa- 
tion; 1 indulged my ſelf. in all the little gaieties of 
life, within the limits of reaſon and morality : but 


nothing could blot the image of my charming wife 


from my foul. I brought back my affection For 


the 
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che fair d ſaint to the mouenful manſion 
where [ enjoyed and loft ber. | 

But her leifore and tefleftion had a bener effect 
than; a thoughtleſs feries of diverſions. Thougbe 
my courſc of like had alvays been regular, and go- 
verned by the rules of ſobriery, yet till now I was 
a ſtranger (except in form) to any. thing of devati- 
on; nor bad ever experienced the ineffable ſatis- 
| 1 80 of a e Þty fo in its ſecret addreſſes to 

e Supreme Bein ſou] bad not yet reflected 
on 2 own — nor conſidered i 1 
for an inſinite and unchangeable felicity. 

Thoſe grave and —— authors which were 
once the uſeleſs ornaments of my library, are now 
my ſerious entertainment. By theſe I have been 
| diretcd to look beyond alt the periſhing ſcenes of 
nature, to that immutable ſtate of happineſs, 
which after a fort probation attends the praftice 
of virtue. My thoughts grow calm, my paſſions 
appeaſed, the goods. and evils of time vaniſtꝭ into 
* at the es of boundleſs and immortal | 

ealure. _ 

The great cckiple of the ſkies, the . ar 
of heaven, is frequently the place of my devotion ; 
the open view of the gay creation, or the lonely 
litude of a wood, inſpire me with a facred warmth. 
But oh ! when the propitious divinity, by ſome di- 
vine emanation, makes me ſenſible of his preſence, 
with what contempt do I look back on the leſſen · 
ing world! how taſtcleſs, how infipid are all its a · 
muſements.! How calm, how peaceful, in thoſe 
happy intervals, are the regions of my ſoul! its 
wiſhes are anſwered, and all its deſires appeaſed. 1 
have enough, I aſk no more. Can they languiſh. 
for the ſtreams, who drink at the overflowing 
fountain ! His benignity is better than life; immor · 
tal pleaſure is in his ſmiles; and m he favours, 
_ be neceſſarily bleſſed. 1 { 

a abſtract from human tings, 4 —— 


8. with. 


ſo- 


pe YET. 6. 


Lat. T4. Non Al. Aub Zak in Huck NS. b 2By | 


with the great Spirit of e univerſe, and in the 
rapture of my 8 addreſs. him in ſuch 
eine Atgsig et | 60 AY 

It is the di na re, u | 
ce of beings, ua ge 1855 Fe 4 1 rtr 
art thou 5 de e e by mortal man! I he 
«© language of paradj the ſtrains of immortality, 
fall ſhort of thy Fg : the. firſt-born ſons 
of light loſe themſelves in bliſsful. admiration, 
«in ſearch of thy excellency ; even they with ſi- 
5+ lent ecſtaſy 8 mA. * with ineffable 
0 ſplendour, - 3 BY 


N brig Th the bleſt Divinity is es. N 
« And comprehended, by himſelf q alone. 


„ Who can conceive the extent of that power. 
< which out of nothing brought materials for a 
riſing world, and from a e gs bid the 
*© harmonious univerſe appears 


2 7on heard his voice, and will uproar- 


TRE feed v0 ad a OM 


3 Milton, 


« he word ihe: Na of 1. * were 
< framed, and its beauteous arches: reared; thy 
«© breath kindled the ſtars, adorned the moon 
«+ with filver __ and Yu be: wow (ts —— 
ſplendour. 

cc Thy glory, hi ber filent OS ahead 

% An nightly. lamps in theit 7 our n, B 

« The morning:far with its bright cxrclet-; FRO 3 
"0 And early bluſtes of t xe day, o 

% The cirelin fun thy greatueſs manifeſts ; ,_ 8 
6 Whether © a cending g from. the eaſtern, * wave, 1 7 
ib glancing ſmi lese cheers the 1 ; 
* Or munted. 10 the, Zenivh's s bfty leigt, . 
% fle blazes with, tran; ſendent ghry rand; 
% Or town the fteeh of heav'n he rolls amain,_ f 

58 * ends his flaming progreſs4in the ſea ; x — 2 

ce rom 


- % 


LAY 


2 


- 
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: 144 From. 25 to weſt thy ca he 8 | 
1: And ihre hit vadiant kingdoms ſpreads'thy praiſe 


3 ce Thou didſt prepare for the waters their e capa · 
< eious bed, and ſet bounds- to the raging billows; 
4% by thee the hills were .crowned with plenty, and 
the valleys "dreſſed in their Howery pride; the 
, ſummer and winter, the Thady - night, and the 
bright revolutions of the day, are thine; in all 
the wonderful effects of nature, we ad 56 
confeſs thy power. RT WOO 


« Thon rid'ft upon the wild iner aid | 
% And flying florms obey thy patent voice ; 0 
« Sublime on clouds thy. dark Bavil on Fl I 
e With ſhades and glzomy majefly muelv'd; _ 
y hands the pointed lightnings lance around, 
<< Thhile peals of thunder ſhake the firmament ; 
At thy approach the kindling foreſts Jmoke, 
"2M And from their. baſe. the ori, £ en 5 
art 3. 
bes The river's ebb and How at thy. command, 
Obſerve their wonted courſe, or run reverſe ; | 
A thy rebuke the frighted waves divide, 

« And with ſtupendous motion backward roll 
heir cryſtal volumes to their inmoft. ſpring. 
4. Thou all things eanſt, thy mighty mandate heard, 
4, Neceſſity: and nature are no more: — 

« TY obedient elements reſign their league, 


4 And wander ful eas, atieſt the Cod. EY Mt 3 


| Theſe, my dear friend, are. the” entertainments 
chat brighten my ſolitude, and free my foul from 
its former engagetments; thoſe, fading graces, on 
which I once. Goth, Fam aniſh before a ſuperiour ex- 
celledce, as ſtars before the riſing ſun ; inſtead of 
repining, I adore, I juſtify the Seen eee 
Power, that has removed the 0 darling of my affec 
tions to 5* chem on immortal Ne 1 Bere loſt 
8 © DA 


. % 
N * ** : 4 8 E 7 Ml A ** e I TEA 9 2 
* 2 * \ . * : 
4 * - * 9 4 % P 2 * 5 
*. £ 


* 


* 


4 


Tf 


er agar * ; 


Let. 12. MoRat. AND ExTERTainiNG, 239 
nothing amiable or attractive, bur what is found 


with divine advantages in the fair Original. 


I know you will congratulate me on this bapp 
change. It muſt pleafe you to find that your pi- 
ous inſtructions, joined to the ſanctity of your ex- 
ample, have not been emrely loft ' Toes 

Reverend Si... 4h | 
To our mot obedient humble eruant, 
1 : th Min ron · 


EO ; he fone Ky 7 5 e 


SIR, ; LE TEENS 
Have obe; ed your emen i in | fendiag the In- 
clofed, © You vill not require an apology, for 


an eſſay on this tranſporting ſubject. Joy and gra- 
titude will peaks, Wrede diproportoned the e ex · 
en his 


4 12 —4 , ' 


"Dn a cur Saviov: K 7 nativity. 


VIRorions Love! how vneontroll'd cy pe power 
How great thy triumph, on that glor 4 
The high-rais'd — above look*d- ein en 
The vanquiff'd God '# captive led nets 0 
His ſplendour im mortality diſguis d, 
The principalities of heaven ſurpris d! 
Th' indulgent fkies ſmil'd on the happy birth, 
While peace and joyful wonder haſh'd the earth, 
Fly, rigid winter, with thy horrid face, 
Ang let the ſoft and lovely ſpring take place; 
Oh! come, thou faireſt ſeaſon of the year, 
With garlands deck'd, and verdant robes appear; 


At once produce the former s various coſt. 


Whatever Tweets her flowery ſtores can boaſt : | . ; 
Pult caniſters of Sharon's roſes ſpread, 
A nd dreſs with art th' illuſtrieus e $ n | 

B b. 


are n 


Rifle tlie qarilens, ſearch. the painted fields, 7 X 
For all the blooming glories nature yields. 


But, O ye products of the earth! how Wy jk 1 


To heav'ns enamel' d plains, are all your ſtore ! L 8 
Perpetual ns, and never - fading flowers, _ * 
Enrich with ſoft perfumes th' immortal bowers; 3 
And yet he left the bright ethereal ſeats, ' N 
For theſe cold regions, 1 obſcure retreats. 

Be huſh'd, ye winds, no angry tempeſt rove ; 
But fink in gentle whiſpers thro? the grove : 
With all Arabia load your balmy wings. X 
And breathe the fragrance of ten thouſand ſprings, 

Begin, ye ſweet muſicians of:the air ! 5 | 
Let nature all her ſoothing ſounds prepare; 

Let tuneful Art her various meaſures bring, 

Each melting tone, and ev'ry warbling ſtring; 
Let pſalt'ries, harps, and the loud cymbal ring: | 
Let the ſhrill trumpets raiſe their ſprightly voice, 
While Carmel, and high Lebanon, rejoice. _ 

_ He comes, O Faces, thy long- Promis d hae 15 

Celeſtial envoys the glad tidings bring: . 
O' er earth's wide compaſs to the diſtant main, N 
With truth, and perfect juſtice, he ſhall reign. 

The ſparkling ſkies ſhall tarniſh and decay, 
The ſun qe. Davy the ſtars ſhall fade away; $177 
Buthe ſhall riſe with a propitious ligt, 
Stand at high-noon, and ſhine divinely bright. 

I ſhall now leave you to your o ſublimer con- 
templation on this unbounded et 1d aeg 


myſelf, 


> ” 3 4 
. 1 
: 


* 4 0 


Sia, {3:17.27 Rs Eg 
7% our mof obedient humble eee 


AMINTOR. | 
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7 4 e in France, from his tals giving 
him a relation of her lover” s e Mia nes 


My dear brother | 
As my paſſion for Valerius had in its ene 
your approbation, you will not blame my con- 
ſtancy at a juncture when, the unhappy youth has- 
no other conſolation. His misfortunes has brought 
thoſe · virtues into view, which in the height of pro- 
ſperity he never found occaſion to exert; and as- 
his merit riſes, you will not reproach me. in find 
1 ing my attachment to him more ſteady and reſolved. . 
than in the ſplendour of his fortune. 

Yeu know how much my father piques himſelf — 
on his quality, and how averſe he was, when you 
left us, to Valeriui's propoſal, on: no other account 
but his being a citizen, though a man of great vir- 
tue and wealth! However, this laſt motive, after 
ſome deliberation, prevailed, I was ſuffered to re. | 
ceive his addrefles, and evcry thing Was preparing to- f 
celebrate the marriage. 

Valerius had always behaved bümſelf ino — 
quious a manner co his father, that he put a couſi- 
derable ſtock into his hands, which the young mer 
, chant had improved, by two or=three. ſucceſsful 


- 


# 


- voyages into Turky ; ſo that it was in his power to 
make a ſettlemeat vaſtly above my fortune, and fa 
beyond my father's expectation. But while the: 
layers were buſy in drawing up the articles ] 
4 an unexpected mafartuns put a ſtop to the FU | 


affair. p _ 4 * z 
The father of Falerins was an ann man, Fa 
exceeding credulous ; ; and was (unknown to his 


7 


OVA 
Le 
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ſon) drawn into many engagements, for the debts 
of an extravagant brother, to whoſe intereſt the 
_ compaſſionate old man was too much attached, He 
« ſpon found his errour, being ſurpriſed with, ſeveral 
arreſts on his brother's account, for more than his 
whole eſtate could anſwer. BET Yak | 
The unhappy youth was quickly informed of his 
father's diſtreſs, and flew to his relief with all the 
tpeed that filial piety could give. One of their 
riends who was preſent, told me, there never was 
a more moving interview. After a long pauſe of 
ſilent ſorrow, the old gentleman charged: his ſon. 
vot to involve himſelf in any ſtraits on his account, 
hut leave him to ſuffer the effects of his owa impru- 
„I know” (continued he) the happineſs of 
your life depends on your marriage with the 
* gentle Lemira, which will be entirely fruſtrated: 
46 y Four bei concerned iQ this A ir; nor » 
4s whole fortune ſufficient to diſengage me 
« from — 22 but Death will 2 
«« me a full diſcharge from a perplexity, into which 
my too great creduli y, and ill-placed compaſſion 
*© has betrayed me. Yet this, and any thing I 
* can endure with fortitude,” rather than you. 
„ ſhall ruin your own fortune to extricate mine. 
% Pray leave me, (ſaid he); the concern your 
« looks diſcover, is at preſent my heavieſt afflic- 
« tion.” e ee EY ot re © 
Thuhe ſorrowful youth immediately withdrew ;_ 
and, ſending for all the creditors, found that his 
whole ſtock, except what was at fea, added to his 
father's, would hardly do juſtice to many honeft 
traders demands, who muſt be ruined, with their 
families without ſatisfaction. But to whatever ex- 
gence he reduced himſelf, he reſolved to diſcharge 
| his father; which he ſoon accompliſhed by a hand- 
ſome compoſition. ! | 
Valerius's whole dependence now was on-the re · 
2 BE | - | tury 


Fad 


1 
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1 turn of the, Turiey Arn nber e had confidera- 


4 ble effects, But my father was ſo y with him 
e far enga ging in his father's affairs, bat 4 forbid 
L me ever ſeeing or thioking any more of him as a 
; lover. Nor did the torrent of his adverſity ſtop 


= here ; for within a few days he had intelligence, 


þ 3 that two ſhips belonging to him; richly aden, were- 
* in their return akon by Shaniſd pirate. 

a I was ſoon informed of this diſaſter, and. mois 4 
„ immediately to Valerius, i io the ſofteſt language that 
E a paſſion -hke mine ceuld dictate 3 ad to conceal 
; 


nothing from you) I offered to marry him, and 
put into his: pot Ron that, part of my fortune 
which was left by. my, aunt, ee in my own 
power. Iß you tb uld-condemn this. romantic, 4 
| ſtance of · affection * me, you. will certainly a 
peove the conduct of my young pbiloſopher, 2 
c ia che criſis of love — adyer ſi y, could act with 
ſuch compoſure and true greatnets of mags as vou 
will 1150 nenen in the following en, 


. Lum. 5 , 


* T auen 15 an ity; too genen . f 
abj lion, 36, accepeing f 
A « you make. me of | forums, - 40. betray. you 
1 into a ſtate of, — and contempt, on ſo 
jow a motive as my pwn. intern. er be ſuch a 
0 ſel6ſh view for ever from my ſoul! You 
me, and your own charms, H you thick the gate 
* fion they have.inſpired, will ſuffer ms act any. 
_ ©" thing unbecoming its grandeur, 
„ fortunes: are! funk, my- mind Keeps its. Bstiye o- 
ere E 1 Javed pes Ta, e 
ary 7 mig 
perhaps (abſtract from your happineſs) purſue 
DN nag and leave you at leifure to repent your 
« raſhneſs, and curſe the mercenary vretch that 


* was the inſtrument of your ruin. 
B. b 3 „ 


- 
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Four father has forbid ads ine, ow 
1 the forfeiture of his 8 and ſhalt I rob 
«you of that, and bring the weight of u pater nal 


« curſe on your Head! Shall I ſeduce you from the 


e affluenge and ſplendòùr of fortune, to ſhare in 
« my diſtreſſes, and ſtruggle with'the inconvenien. 
1 ties of Id Hfe ! Could I fee you re 
| ang obſcu#ſty,jin hopes it might be 4 be to y 
| P y 2 and leſſen nc lot of human cares! 
% No: fet in and A 

< Of fuch baſeneſs as this. 


Wil u Kalt this ebidnes? in term it 

indifference? and not rather the utmoſt effort 
«of affection the triumph of a jenerous paſſion? 
»© Oh, Lemira, you ate dearer db me than life! 


net to Heaven; I love you. In Parting wich 
you, I abandva every karthly joy; 1 quit 
« whole ſhire of human happineſs, and muſt fink 


into the laſt dejection, if religion did not fuppore 


eme with its divine conſolations + 


And here the morning ſeems to fe, a gleam - 


% of peace ſalutes me, fome 1 s of a 


*- proſperous cataſtrophe ſmile thr an i 


nes. Nothing is impoſſible to — ry rhe 
. : A There are virtues to which 'Heaven has 
<"innexedpromifes of a preſent'rerviburion; Irwas 
44 jn the practice of the great duties of morality I 
« fell into this extremſty : and here the disine be- 
«IFacity- 7 ras 
«c veizts are in the hands-of the Sovereign Dif 
_ #:fer his will makes nature ud neceſſity; no b. 
*Rade puts a ſtand to bis defigus nor obſtrücts 


6 the courſe of f rovidente ; ; perpetual beneficence 


« "has not diminiſhed his ſtores, nor are the ſprings 
4 gf his mercy exhauſted. I muſt-own I have re- 


0 ceived ſome conſolation rehm the verſes incloſed, | | 


48 which were written 110 1 one vr my friends in very 
ae eee e 


Part i- 1 


by heaven aud earth 


engagel Hef to ſecure "met. © Abe. ge - 


band.. Monat an Eo; rs, Igp 


* 


d! fi 80 144 5.1 #56 Tut n þ Boe Fa 20 
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* 14197970 ON Aang ba} 258 = e 
5 On the. ee. 4 8 0 
E huſh'd, m grief; Aale die len n Willen 
That rules We; ihrtnda, that-bidg you All Be An : 
Be calm ye tempeſts, vaniſhievry-ehrE O U 
While with triumphant faith / my ſoul drama n ar {5 
To God in. all the confidence of pray r. 
He has not bid one ſeek: his face in vin Yo) * 12:50) 

Talk to the winds, or to the 

He hears the: callow-raveanfromitheip.nebs. de 170 
By him their ęager cravings are redriſt a oc), / 
Young lions thro':the deſert. roar Keirr wants. ba 
He marks them, and their wild petitien grants: pH 
The gaping furrows thirſt;/nar thirſt in Vain, 26 
(Parch'd by the noon-day ſun}, for alk, 2447 
With ſilent ſuits the fair deelining flowers 16 f bl * 

Requeſt, and gain, 3 — ſhowers: af 


"4 


1 - 


And will thi Almighty Father: rn aware * 


Nor hear his darling offspring When the pray? 
No breach of faithfulneſs his-hongur: tains, -;! by 


With day and night his word unchang d remains; 4 


The Various ordinances -of - the ſky :: n ; vat 94 4 


Stand forth his glorious witneſſes on-high ;-_ | 2 41'P 
Summer and winter; autumn and-the- foring, t 24 T 
For him by turns their atteſtations hringn gn 


Unblemiſh'd his great league Wich mente Aaade, * 
And full relianee on his truth demands: 
Nothing that breathes a ſecond deluge fear, 
When in the clouds the radiant bow appears. * 
Can the Moſt High like man at random ſpea, 
Forſeit his honour, and his promiſe break $a +45; 20% 11 


Does he; that falſely ſwears, -his-yengeancetlaim 2:1.) 


And ſhall he ſtain his own tnemendous nama ? 11 
The earth, the heavins were witnefs when che ſwote: 
By his great Self; what would, thy fears -have deere 
And had a greater thag himſelf been found. 


That greater had 10 = . bound. 5 


Shall 


86 ar rns. 3 


Sball fleet ings the Al $ war 
Or breathing To & his a Airs wa 
Can he 15 8 man, unconſtant man, e 

Shall any chance, or unforeſeen event, 
Start up, his-ſettled purpoſe to prevent? 
Or can he fail in the expected hour, 
A ſtranger to his own extent of power? | 

What profit can a worm his Maker brian 
That he ſhould flatter fuch'w' worthleſs ching? 
Why ſnould the condecend to mind m tears, 
Ge cata with ſoft deluding words wy ars? AP X 


Can be (of perfect happineſs poſſeſtꝰ 
Deride the woes that human life! moleſt, 
Or mock the hopes that un his e? 
Nature may change ber courſe, wan ee. et 
And men enpect the riſmmg ſun in vain n 
But ſhould th' eternal truth and promiſe fail, 
Infernal: night and horreur muſt prevail; 26 \ 
The thrones of light would ſhake: th' an © powers 
Would ſtop their harps amidſt the bliſsful bowers: 
No more the kde al fweet 15-998 va pi 29021 
Would gently gkde a the oppy plain; , A las 
No peat ons — Peaks abs nett,, = 
And ſhouts triumphant fill the{ ſounding 4 ” 
Each heav'nly countenance u folles air. : 
Of grief and anxious diffidence would wear; * 
The golden palaces, the ſplendid feats, 
The ry manſions, and the ſoſt retreats, -. 
The roſy ſhades, and fweet delicious — 


— 
1 
5 4 20 44 
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pp * 
4 F 


Am I deceiv'd'? — eIEt: « 
Fair ſeraphim may be deceiv'd like me. ft 5 
If neſs and veracity divine 

Can fail, heir heav'ns an airy dream Hke mine, 
But, Oh f I dare the | gs venture make, 


Ss 4 [4 a 2&4 - £A4 


Would — like tranſitory dreams. 
Angels theraſelves chete driph 
On nothing more unchangea 


And lay my ſouFand future life at fiakez 
Be earth, be heav'n, at defp'rate hacked loſt, 
If here my Tele eee e e boaſtt © 

| Whate er 


\ 
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Whate'er your arts, ye POT 'rs.of { bell. SRD. 
The truth of God undaut wed atteſt, «A 
Produce your annals; ih) i e Foy tc: 
Bring out your records + drcadfal page. r 
One inſtance where th' A, ghty broke his * 8 


— 
9 


Since firſt the race df men his tg ador d 5 


In gloomy characters point ont the hour; 
Exert your malice, fammon-alf your po-: + 
With rites inferual all your — iT 
And mark with horrour the tremendous OY 
Confus'd, you ſeareh your dreauſul rolls i in da, 
FTh' eternal honour ſhines without a ftaing 
Unblemiſh'd ſhines in men und angels — oh 111 a7 
Juſt are thy way, thou * 7 Saints, an true!” 


I incloſed this letter, my dear brother, . 


you with what equality of mind the generous 
youth behaves himſelf ia this diſtreſs... 1 beg 


you would haſten your return t in em- 
Paſſion Ol 
"rakes Ht A 
uin 
24 . E P T ER XIV... > N 16 A 
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Have juſt rexſon to fear e. an \ this noBls- 
I ſubje& will not anſwer phat tation. With: 


whatever fluency I could expreſs myſelf. Wen Ine . 


ſpired by mortal beauty, the pomp of lang vage 
fails me here ; the beide fi gures lo Lok their . 


ſis, and grow obig on this  ugeriour W 0. 


* 1 
14 © "20> 0 - 44 3 
Drin . 8 


OR thee, fond Love, —_ theme, 
ED My late has oft 2-1 1 
Thy pow'r, by ry a firenm, | . 

in gentle notes Lang. 0 


> 21 „* TOY 


ol BETT-ERS: 140 * Parr 1) . 
1 Tas lan ut my mufe her "OL 1 * e 10 i 3 


And fill'd with 9 fires my heart; 
She taught me how to paot. thy b beater cr. 67 


hy char form: any ry mov face. Aui vs 
So 4 Z _— 1 55 IF "N13 mg. gra Jen 9 311 


But who ſhall guide the: daring en. oy 
Ceeleſtial Love! that aims at thee, a: 24 
Thou faireſt offspring: of the Deity? 4 1 n. 353% 4 
E call the powers of harmony in daing 111 ** . 
I in vain the. ſofteſt accents Lemploy: 1nd £4 Nara N A 
The brighteſt meraphors in vain I dnt ein 
: F With all the 1 | e lovers uſe e . a 
by To tell their pain, os ſpeak ch. ir fikng joy... 
1 :: All the heights of. pure defire,, 
_ Holy love, and heav'nly fire, Ax a 
At once my panting Breaſt” fnſpife 7.” boa ?: 
Such ardour Tinh arg, ths know,” WOW HY 
When, eto} es en foe, 2105 9 6 tz 4 Ait 
In triumph on to death they g. 
Tell me, thou, for whom I. EY 
Al 8 fierce extremes of E or 
How thy charms, ſo far retir d 
— mortal ſenſe, have all my boſom fir 
Greatneſs and fame, beauty and hermony, . 
Are all but empty names compar wick thee. . 
; Be thou but mine, | 


„„I 1 


* 22 7 8 1 
3 men 8 * „ 
l 3% @ #34*s „„ 


Ip whole creation I at once reign, 29 
Vauilh, thou earth; and ey” "ry gaudy ga ee Wh Tor 


Of hill and dale, or grove, or flow'ry Rs . 
When by the ſpring adorn'd: with. cheerful Erden; E Sid | 

- Yaniſh' whate' erdeligtits's thou eſſe e ant ee 
"Thou ſun; be dark; and let eterflal Higher l 

Conceal thy: vital {pletidour-from-my © | ain 
Thou moon, and ev'ry gay ethereal oe” EE 
Burn out- yeur golden ſtore:- 

1 ſhall be bleſs'd, when all. YOUF. I acs expire,- ; | 
And earth; and fea, and {ies {hal he no more TE T3 


* e 


. Place me'where-inferna} night, 923 be * 
And endleſs hogrowr, ran yi" . 
4 1 3 Ta * g . Whore; * 


"Hep hope ; 
Y. comp n pu 
"Ev'n 5 59 8 tha oh comp re HOPE PETS 


8 „ ct; gloom would chaſe; Pos: Yo * 
. Immortal day would on me ſhine, Nc i Yb. 
4 3 And plexfare MP e oft: 5611. unite » 


6 bb i 
Should heaven furrqund me ith. ful e 60 her. 
And en e glories to, my ſight, a 
One frown 22 9285 — 5 po 
And wither my eli 
One frown thine th' immor᷑ K ooh. 18 n 


Z ans darkneſs $0 er the bliſsful x "$1.4 ons call, SH 10452108 ei % 771 


Fou that ſing in happy bowers;/! - iner 

Try in 3 paſs the hours, Toy e 
That know the, ** of heavenly — . 

Come, play me ſome ſoft air-of.paradile g. : 105 ” 

_ Gently ſtrike your ſwecteſt dinge, __ pri n 

1 And touch. my ſoul on all its tender ſpring s,. © 
5 While, :rifing on the muſic's downy FINS" et bets | 
| I bid at once, mortality adieu, Fa! = 1 4 
And! love and Paint dhe l. lacred flame like you, 1 -J 


But, my dear Herminii:he pluſes pere =_ 
will convinee you, that J have not yet learned the 
trains of immortality : And perhaps you will net 
think it neceſſary for me to make an apology for 
mot being an angel. However, if I can contribute 
40 your entertainment as a dcr, you m 
command. & ral E 1 Doi With 


LETTER [en EEE. 

4115 54 to! } 627 +: 79 AIG 2A K 2. 211 7 

1 have ſpent ſo many * hours At the 
Earl of s fine ſeat in the country, that 


it is udneceſfiry, to deſcribe thoſe beautiful ſcenes. 


with which $ are ſo well acquainted. - IR I 
4" Craft dS © Ive - 


= * 


LEP 7's * 8 


& > yt 5 
5 2 * 
Pg 


ö 52 N and. 
s ſurrounded.” 

Hleke I „ eee e ita 
fit of curioſity ted me to make an excurfion into 
the ' wide champaign, at opened before me from 
che borders of the park. 

Tk 1 begin with the raſy dawn, you will pardon 


my romantic ſtyle, in relating the ſurpriſing ad- 


venture. But, withour telling a lie, the morning 


was yet dufky; the balmy dew, and fragrant gales 


perfumed de air wick — untaimed fweets; while, 
with thoughts free as the airy ſongſters that warble 


on the branches, F waridered from'riſing hills to 


winding valxs. through flowery HAwns! to lea 
woods, tit I found myfelf under the ffiade of a- a 


nerable row of elms; which put me in mind of Sir 


— 4 de Coverly's rookery. The aged trees ſhot 


tops ſeemed: ta he cawing in another region, I 
was delighted. with: the noiſe; -while, with the 


| L confidered it 4s a kind of natural 


the wants of bis 


prayer to that Being who ſapplics. 


whole creation. My thoughts were inſpired: with a 
pleaſiag gratitude: to the: beneficent Father of the 


univerſe, till the ſequel of my devotion was inter- 


rupted by the ſight- of A beautiful girl. about four 


or five years old. Sting, on. the gals, with a baſket 
of flowers in Her lap; which the was Ricking in 


the ſnowy fleece of Ae laps that ſtood _y 


by her. * : 


1 began to hope it was one of he =P race, or 


ſome pretty phantom that haunted the grove : For 


the adjacent houſe belongjog. to this reverend ave-' 


nue 1 like a dormitory for the dead, 
than 


> IT Pack WE 


their heads: ſo high, that, to one whorpaltfed under 
. them, the crows and rovks which refted an their 


« hs $9 4 
* „ un tos ond þm® 


neither hear the voice, nor trace the ſteps of mor- 


unleſs the pretty figure ſit 
give me ſome intelligence 


air, the complexion, every feature in miniature, 


innocence, While I ſtood eagerly gazing at her, 


public view, regardleſs of her own illuſtrious fami- 
ly, or the obligations ſhe was under to the gene- 


band's criminal affair with cher, —-Be my own 


intereſted paſſion, could make. 


_—_— ,, - 
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than an habitation for the living. Every thing a+ 
bout it appeared ruinous and deſolate. I could 


tal men in this abſolute ſolicude: Nor had I any 


hopes of knowing into what wild region I was got, 
ting on the n could 


I made my approaches very'reſpoſifuliys But 
what was my furpriſe, . in drawing near, to find the 


of the: ungrateful Aurelia, on whom I once ſo paſ- 
ſionately doted! A thouſand tormenting ideas 
Tuſhed into my mind at the ſight of this lovely cre- 
ture, who ſmiled on me with the moſt inchanting 


which was not long, Aurelia herſelf entered the 
walk, and confirmed. my ſuſpicion, that this child 


was a living proof of her infamy. ': © 
It: is about fix years ſince ſhe doped ben in | 


rous Clone ; ho treated her with the utmoſt con- 
ſidence, and was the laſt that ſuſpected her huſ- 


wrongs forgot, and all the contempt with which 
ſhe treated whatever propoſals. N and a dif- 


— 
— L 


I found her now an object of pity, rather hah 
reſentment, The dejection of her -mind-was-vift- 
ble in her pale haggard looks, and the wretched 1 
negligence of her habit. I could hardly perſuade 


myſelf this was the celebrated thing, that once ap- 


peared in all: public: places with ſuch a p of e- | 
-quipage and vanity, | 
She was in the utmoſt confulion at this inter- 1 
view; till, excufing myſelf, I told her this intru- 'J 
Hon was undeſigned, and purely the effect of 
chance, as I was taking a morning's ramble from 
the Earl of , Where I bad ſpent ſome 

: C 0 time 


yo2 E- T rr _ Part Il. 


be ſhe might depend on my word, 
not to Uiſcover her e 10 any one in chat faml- 


ROT this dime me ws . rofeds. and in 
vited me to-reſt myſelf after my walk. 1 followed 


her. into the houſe, which looked more like the 
manſions of deſpair, than à retreat for a lady of 
pleaſure. An awful ſilence reigned in cvery room, 


dim twilight, that glimmered through ſome. win- 
dows of as antique a figure as thoſe of an old w_ 
bey. The furniture, 1 fancy, bas not. been diſpl 
ced from times immemorable; it looks more 
unweildy lumber, dn any thing deſigued for aſe 
or ornament. There was nothing of . a modern 
date, but a ten · table, n that in ruinous circum - 
ſtances. 

It was now ant; ten o clock. adds ordered 
tea and chocolate to be brought. All her attend- 


ance was a freſh · coloured country . 3 who-whh- 


drew as ſoon as we had breaktaſted. 
1 was impatient to hear a relation of. Aurtlia's 
misforwnes; but durſt not aſk any: queſtion, for 


fear it would look like inſulting her diſtreſs; only 


renewed my excuſes for interrupting her privacy. 
To which. ſhe replied, That though I was the 
« laſt perſon in the world the ſhould — choſe 10 


be a witneſs of her infamy, yet ſhe thought her- 
% ſelf happy, in having an opportunity to make 


„ ſome apology for her injuſtice to me, in r. 

% thoſe terms of honour i once offered, and e 
% plying with ſuch reproachful conditions as had 
«© made her the maſt miſerable creature on earth. 


& It was my criminal -inclioation” {continued 


40 The): for Caſſander that made me inflexible to 
your intregties, and my father's cammands to 


te 2 you. © But whatever wrong this was to 


your merit, my guilt, with regard to the gene · 
Fous Cleone, is of a le nature. The intrigue 


_« bad 


which I made; a ſhift to find my way by a 


2 —_— —— —_— — 1 1 


„ had with her huſhand, was at ded with, civ- | 
* cumſtancer of the blackeſti t Waben b; | 
„broke throug tha e er 


66, 


'", ſtructure. It is nom, fix.years Hoes j of dg 


4. leaſt; being entirely dependent 
— lowance and caprice, who but too well nba, 


« inſtead of the humble lover, act the 


_ raking the loyely. creature: in her. —_—_ we this 
child, -which' might have been'my | 


_ ««* Gverfions ſhortened the days, 


t 18. Moxal/ay „ EEA. 30 


“ friendſhip, — ente n * 
ver could, ny 10 9 ding ee 


46. 


1 ciety. except, — o 4 
«4 tenants, . who reſide in — part of 


15 — (for L cannot call it ve ol OG) A this 
* melancholy conſinoment, without hopes 
on Caflander's al 


1 hia own power and my folly 3 which, makes 
«« tyrant, His viſits are ſeldom, - ; J ſhor 
«-and I am left whole, months to langu alone 
«. a deteſted ſolitude! ; 7 

This chitd,” (continned ſhe; 


* my greateſt afflition. Should I die, 3 is im- 
mediately abandoned to hardſhip and neceſſity; 
4 ſhould | live, it diſtracts me to think ſhe may 
follow my ſcandalous example. How can I give. 
« her inſtructions to avoid thoſe vices which my 
« practice approves? Or recommend that vi 

**whoſe ſacred rules I have ſo openly violated? 4 
« And ſtill I love this worthleſs man. Were 
«*penirent, could I reſolve on a reformation, this* 
« leiſure and retirement would be a bleſſing, an * 
advantage. to me: But I am obſtinate in guilt, 


while I diſpair of happineſs in this world, or in 


« the next; - Till I came hither, my hours were 
« ſpent in frolic and gaiety. A: conftant ſeries of 
and gave wings to 
e che jovial hours, which now e aden feet, 

C c 22 «and, 
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and, burdened with grie „ug hear along. 
os No fort of reflection gives me j y. Whether I 
look backward or forward, al "is darkneſs and | 
*confulion I am- no way for 'xetire- 
«© ment. Books are my n thinking is my 
_y — 2 * am r nl e to 
6 die!! dünn 

I beard this une With a heart fall of com- | 
paſſin; and faid-whar I coutd to perſuade her to 

eak off this crimhinaF commeree with - Cafſander, 
and throw herſelf on the care ef Providence; and 
the generoſity of her friends. But I Rad too much 
value for my own peace and too great a epntempt 
er a eme df Ape character, to make any 
rticular propoſabs for her freegom : and; bidding 
ler adietr, haſted back to the Earl's. without ſay- 
oP Th e word: of my adventure . I commit 0 ; 
Jour ſetrecy, and Lobſeride mylekf, ait mein 

e 0 e me. eee, E 

| Ae — 
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99 Imitated from DaavTon. a | 
FAD o'er theſe lines, the records of o my ame, - . 
If chou canſt ſuffer yet my hateful nam. 
Clean as this ſpotleſs page, till Rain'd by me:. 
Such was my conſcience, till ſeduce'd by thee. 
Chaſte were my thoughts, and all ſerene within, 
Till mark d by thee with characters. „„ 
Had ſome ſuoceſsful lover, in the prime 15 
Of equab years, betray d me to a crime, 
Reſiſtlefs love had been my belt defence, 7 hs 
And gain'd compaſſion} for the ſoft offence :* : 
But while thy wither'd age had no ſuch charms;. 1 
To tempt a blooming virgin to thy arms,; © 
I'm juſtly thought x: profhtie for gold, n 
. A mercenary thing to ſordid intere ſold. vo n 


Re 


I 


0+ foals jay s 


Th 
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Of all the agents hell employs, the worlt.. - 


That vile conſent which all my glory ſtain d! 


Which, balance'd with that wealth, I ſhould delpile. 5 


To bend its top, Yercharge'd withwewy t rears. 


"3 


— 


Be curſe'd. that female fiend, whoſe practiſe d art, 


* 1 


With wanton tales, ſeduce” din ay "a heart, . 


* 


Let her with endleſs infamy be curſe d; ed ht 


Perdition to herſelf the vreteh inſure d 1 ee 
When ſhe my youthful modeſty allure d. - 4 345 g 
Oh, fatal day i when; to my virtue's wrong, ls 0 . 
I fondly: liſten d to her flatt'ring tongue 

But, oh F more fatal moment, when ſhe gain 4 


Yet Heaven can tell, with what extreme regret.” 
The fury of thy. lawleſs flames I mers: 
For, unexperience'd in the ways of an, WOES 27 
A conſcious honour ſtruggle 'd ſtill Within. a 25 
Oh, could El but the ill⸗time d with: i is vain, FA wy 
Conld 1 my former innocence regain! 
Thy proffer'd kingdoch, Henry, were a prize, E 


But I no more my ſex's pride eee!!! 

Alas ! what Has one moment's madneſs coſt EIS 6 
Not #oodſtock's charming bowers can eaſe 1 mg we. 

For I mult fly myſelf to find relief. 

Oft, while the ſun in lengthening, ſhades Aectteen, — 

And thro' the waving trees more mildly ſhines, 

Alone thro' all the beauteous walks I rove; --. = 

And hope the ſweets of ſolitude 20 prove: KEE 

But, at my fight, each verdant grace wear 

A gloomy view, and every plant appears 


« u 


2 1 
* 


Methinks each painted bloſſom hangs its head. 


Avoids uy touch, and withers where I tread. - - 'z 4 


* 


If an ling near à eryſtal brook I ſtand, 
And wit deluding ſkill the bait command. 
The cautious fiſh, that fly the ſnare, opbraid_ 

My heedleſs youth more cafily betray d. 1 na 

Amidſt the garden, wrought by curious bande. : 

A noble ſtatue of Diana. ſands. 
Naked ſhe ſtands, with juſt proportions grace'd, 

And bathing in a. ſilver fountain place d. 
When-near the flowery borders 1 advance, .- -. | 
At me the ſeems ed dare an, angry, glance. * 
Cez What 


- 
— 
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What ſcenes, alas, can pleaſe a guilty ry 12 
What joy can I in theſe receſſes find. 8 
For lawleſs and forbidden love defi 
In ſome obſcure and melancholy cell, GEL 
Rather a weeping penitent I'd dwell, J MOK HDD 
Than here a glorious proftitute remain, wy eee 
To all my ſex's modeſty a ftain; OO 
This ſtately lab'rinth, rais'd with vaſt ebene, 
Diſplays my ſhame in its magnificence. ' ©  \ 
As thro' the ſtately rooms I lately walk d, = 
And with my woman of its paintings talks; 


She ſpy'd the draught of Tarquin's wanton ; 0] 


* 
5 13 , 
* Ty; $7*FL1 [ 


And, heedteſs, afk'd the injure'd beauty's name, 
This (I reply'd) is that illuſtrious dame 
Renown'd for chaſtity, 1 ſhould have faid: © 
But here a riling bluſh my face o'erſpread. 11 
 Confuſe'd I ſtopp'd, and left th' inquiring maid ALE 
Lucretia's Rory on my life had caſt 2 
A black reproach, who yet can live diſgrace 4. 
I ſhould, like her, with juſt reſentment preſt, 

Have plunge'd the fatal dagger in my breaſt. 

What ſpecious colours can dif guiſe my ſin, 

Or ſtill the reftleſs monitor within? 

Thy greatneſs, Henry, but augments my ſhame, 

And adds immortal ſcandal] to my name; 

My odious name, which, as the worſt diſgrace, © : 
The Chffords cancel from their noble race 
To what propitious refuge ſhall I run, 

The terrours of a guilty mind to ſhun? "oo 
In vain the ſun its morning-pride displays; "ad 
L turn my eyes and ficken at its rays: {EG 
The filver moon and ſparklin Nara, by phe; + 
Torment me too with their officious light ; TY 
The glimmering tapers round my N ee 
Acroſs the room fantaſtic ſhadows caſt: Gi | 
Of all my dreams the melancholy ſcene © NOS 
Preſents an injure'd, a revengeful Queen. I 
Laſt night, when ſleep my heavy eyes had coſe, 
To all her rage, methought, I ſtoo expoſe'd! * 
Wild were her looks, a poiſon'd cup the brought | 
And proudly offer d me the fatal dravght, 


The 


Thy noble form.th' unguarded fair — 
N. were 3 — — i, 
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The deſtine'd bowbE toole with trembling: bends, "I 
Compell'd to execute her fierce commands. . 
This diſmal omen ag en rates my fears, 

Before my fancy till the furious Queen appears. 


LETTER XVII. 


Maxy Queen of France, to CHanLes BaanDon 
| Duke of Suffolk, 7 


The Princeſs Maur, Henry Vt. gounget ger. 


being in laue with the Duke of Suffolk, was, fer 
public reaſons, married te wy" XII. of France, 
who died in fix months after, - The Queen being a- 


gain at liberty, writes the 2 — ile to * 
6 | 


Duke of Suffolk, her firſt c . 
An imitation of Daarron' 8 epiſlle. 1 


LE theſe ſoft lines my kindeſt thoughts convey, 
And tell thee what I "ſuifer by thy __ "7 | 

Did ſeas divide us, this might well excuſe- 

Thy negligence, aud my fond heart abuſe: 

But Calais from the Kentih ſtrand is ſeen; 

A gentle current only rolis between. 

Nor needs my Suffolk, like Leander, brave. 

A threatening death in every breaking wave, 

When, guided only by à glimmering light, 

He eroſs d the ſtormy Hel — each nignt. 

Tall thips, with flying fails, and —— 2 

Attend to land thee on the Gallic ores, : 


But thou art change d That ardour is ire , 


Which once thy wiſhes with impatience fired, 
When Sauoy's blooming Ducheſs ſtrove in vam 


From me the conqueſt of thy heart to gain. 


Invited by great Henry's martial fame, 


Tbe hangbty prince, with her brother, came 


To compliment-the.King for 7 tf a7 hy * 
Where, in à rich panilion entertain d, 


W. 1. . 2 


* — 
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Whatever flattery, loye, or wanton art. 0 
Could do, ſhe practiſed to ſeduce-thy: bart.“ n 
Great Antony, by ſueh allurements * 5 1 | 
For Cleopatra all his glory ſtain'd. 1-v63 230180} - 
But thy firm faith no injury negeine'd-; TO LOAN 
For you were juſt, or I was well deceive d. 

Nor were my virgin-vows leſs true to thee- 
W hen young Caftile addreſs'd the Court for me, A 
The charms of preffer'd empire I reſign'd,” 
And all that could ambition move decline'd : 

A ſofter paſſion had poſſeſs'd my ad: 

And while unrivall'd in thy breaſt Treign'd. 
My thoughts the luſtre of 'a crown diſdain'd. 
| Burt, ah ! what changes human joys attend 7. 
airy chance our brighteſt hopes depend. 

Victorious Henry's arms ſtill meet ſucceſ : 
The vanquiſh'd Gault at laſt propoſe a Peace. S - þ 
By Molch s policy their terms ſucceed, | 
And both the hoſtile nations are agreed, 

While I the public victim am decreed; 
Condemn'd to ſhare the Chriſtian Monarchs bed. 
And curſe'd with that magnificence I fled. 1% 
I know my rank no private choice allow'd, 129 
And what a Princeſs to her country 5 
Theſe ſplendid maxims ſhould. have'fway'd 7! 7 really 
But love entirely had my ſoul poſſeſs d. 
How oft I wiſh'd my humble lot had ben 
Beneath the glorious hazard of a Queen 
That crown'd by rural maids fo Gena acts ä 
1 range d the fields, and ſlept in verdant bowers! 
Belove d of ſome young ſwain with . 

His voice,” his geſture, and his blooming one's - 

In all- but birth and ſtate reſembling thee }' 

Then unmoleſted had we live'd, and free * 
From thoſe unhappy turns Which g greatneſs e 1 
While rocks and meadows, ſhades and pueliog ſprings, . 
The flowery valley and the gloomy you, 7731 

Had heard of no ſuperiour name to love. | 
Such ſcenes of this'inglorious life I dre, 
Apd half delieve'd the * — due, »@ 1 JE 
MY IT & 4% Yo iN 


— 
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The lovely Queen wy parting ſorrow ſaw, q | ve 


Salute me; but the noiſy zeal was loſt; | 
Nor ſhouts nor triumphs force'd my lean ; regard,” * 


1 ſtrove the lack ts of Suffolk to forget: 0 e 
And ſolemn rites my paſſion diſſallow'd: 


— 


* 


Till real ills. diffolve'd the pleaſing dreams; * 
The groves and valleys fled, the Jawas and ber! firearms: 


Tbe gay fantaſtic paradiſe I mourn'd, 


While courts and factions, crowns and cater ern | 


: þ 


With ſighs [ ſtill recall the fatal day, 5 1 
When no pretence could gain a longer ſtay. | 


Nor Henry's preſence kept my grief in awe: 


No rules of decent cuſtom coul d conttoul, | p Es | 
Or hide the wild diſorder of my ſoul; 


When ſhipp'd for France before the "ning wi i 

The navy fled, and left my ak 1 
With weeping eyes L Bill Curve 41 63 fetal,” wg fn " 18 
Where on a Tiſing. cliff 1 ſaw thee ſtand ; 111 


Nor once from thence my ſtedfaſt fight withürew, ＋ 


Wi 


1 b 1 4 
"£1 ö 2 


Till the loved object was ng more in vier, 
Farewell; 1 cried, dear charming youth; 

ect vaniſhes from me. af 
triumphs on the Gallic my ago 


. \ 
* 


Bach cheerful proſpe 
Loud ſhouts. 


- 
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Thy partingrſighs, methought, was alt Tb beard, 
But now at Abbeville by Lair 8 ee 855 
For here my faith was to a monarch vo.]. d, ; 

However pure my former flames had been, oY $6 
Unblemiſh'd CO made them now a fin, 5 3 oe 
But ſcarce my virtue had the congqualt gain d, 
And every wild forbidden wiſh Feltrain- d, I 
When at St. Denis, with imperial, ſtate, „ 
Inveſted on the Gallic throne I ft: 
The day, with noble tournaments. was grace _— > ob | 
Your name among; the Britiſh champions To Kh 


Invited by, a-gyilty-thirſt of fame,. |, _ 1 


Without regard for my repoſe you came. 

The liſts I ſaw thee entering with ſurpriſe, | off 

And felt the dazzling wy of thine eyes. ” * 
Ye ſacred Powers 50 ry: Ln that rule 3 "os 

DRY breaſt frem cha pride perfidious love. NET 


ATL. 


Ye 


- * * * W. 
* wi 
bg _ 
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Ye holy lamps! before whoſe awfol N I? „ A S 
Faw _ and'ye OY el 
ſt me too; nor let a thought unchaſte 
Or guilty wiſh my: plighted hanour-blaft *' ir. 'Y 
While. paſſion ſtruggling with my pins far uu 
Forced from my eyes involunta tears. | 
Some tender bloſſom thus, with le: ho bare 
Declines its head, with: + midnight due ge 


42 


" The paſſing breezes ſhake the gentle fewer, _—_ 5 


And ſcatt er all around c pe rly ſligwer : oe 6 
From this diltraging, houf T ion 5 its 4 
And gain d the copqueR'by: x, pru: 2 
But human turns and Boeken 1 * 1 oY 
Have ſet me now from theſtenga eee free, 
The'ftars-propitions-to NF view 5 loy 
Wi 180 deſires and early That a roye 1. . 
le:'Buſy politicians bl Sol | 250 51 
That public reaſoiis ſhouſd my chte eat 
That none but York's or Lancafterns high Leb, 
Or great Plantagenet's, 1 ought to Eo, 125 
Nor Suf## wants a long illuſtrious line, — © 
And worth, that ſhall in future records ſive, - 
25 They own'd thy valeur, when thy eng lanee 
| Carry'd the: prize from alt the youth of F rancs. 
Thy e enry's eonſtant favour ſhows, - 75 
And envy only can my choice oppoſe. 
Thy noble prefence, wit, and fine addrefs, . ET 
The Britiſb and the Callie court-confeſs, = 
Alengon's ſkape, and V/ endome's: ſparkling eye, 
Count Paul's gay mien, and Bourbon's b. Nr. 
No longer are admire'd' When thou art by. 
There nothing wants eo juſtify my flame, 
The ſtatefmen 1 but a poor — name. 
And What's the gaudy. title-of a king? 1 
W hat ſort of bliſs can royal grandeur bring ; 
When thou art abſent, what's the Court to me, 
But tireſome ſtate, and dull formality 7/7 
This toy a crown, I would refign, to prove ry 


= ae Joys of mm love. by 
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Dis rR acuh RY his is tay, yet Kin the W 
A True to her ancient vqws,, and early. Wafe 5 
Penelope ſalutes her abſent ing. 1 - ; 
Oh! would. himfelf at laſt an anſwer bring! 
Proud Troy is fallen, our Grecian-virgins hate: 
Yet not th' unrivall'd. giches of her ftate, _.._ __ 
| Nor. all the glories of her monarch's „„ 
Can for the pains thy abſence gives atone. 
Oh] had the waves FEE gently wafted o'er. 
The luſtful P4rygian to che Spartan ſhore, N 
Plunge'd in the deep the guilty, load they bore! - * 
Abandon'd then I-ſhonld not waſte. away, 5 
Ia unavailing-moans the lazy day; 
Or loſt to joy, and widow'd Vf delight, 
Curſe the dull lagging hours of the more tedious night. 
Fruitful of doubts, :my love flill fear d for vou 
Dangers unknown, and greater . A te true. 
1 thought. all Tr conſpire' d againſt thy head - 
And Hector's name, but mention'd, druck me dead. 
TFTrembling I heard of falſe Achilles ain, | 
And wept to find the bold deceit was vain. 
Tlepolemus fell by the Lycian ſpear, .. 
Tlepolemus renew'd my anxious care 
In ſhort, at every Grecian hero's fall, 
' Thro' the long war, before the fatal w PRE 
A thrilling coldneſs ran through' every part, „ 
Chill'd up my blood, and ſhudder'd at my 8 
But my chaſte paſſion-; move'd the pitying. ies ; 5 
My Lord is ſafe, and Trey in aſhes lies. 
With proſperous, gales the Argive.chiefs return, 
And to their country gods Barbaric incenſe burn. 2 
The wives in pious gifts declare their joy, 8 
While their ſave'd huſbands tell the fas of Trey: 


1 


* 


old men and ſrighted virgins, fix d around, _ 
In dumb amazenent dwell pen the found : | * "oy 


wth. 
A r -- wi Tf 
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The" ſoldiers in "gay feaſts their cares compoſe, - 
And mark in wine the feenes of ancient woes 
This is Sigæum, here ſwift Simois flow'd, 
There high erect old Priam's palace ſtood ; 
Here fierce Pelides urge d the dreadful war, 
There fix'd the bleeding Hector to, his ca: 
There moved Uyſer,-certain of ſucceſs, £74 3 
Greater his eonduct, nor his courage d: 4 i 
*T was Nefor told us all; he told us too 
"The arts that Delon and the Thracian flew. = | 
Heedleſs and too forgetful as you were, 
In you I'm fure*twas criminal to dare: > Ps 
When you but for one faithfut friend + | 
Dealt fate to ſquadrons, and provok'd your own, 
How well, your wife and infant left behind. 
How well your tender paſſion fill'd your mind! os 
J fainted as I heard the dreadful tale; 
Scarce your ſucceſs couldio er my fears prevail, 
But what's ſucceſs, what's ruin'd Trey to me, 
Or all the ſavage joys of victory? Rn 
If ill I unbleſs' d, I fink beneath my pain, 5 
And never. muſt enjoy wy Lord againn 
For other wives deſtroy'd, to me {till ſtands 
The wall erected by immortal hands. 
Now plenteous harveſts grow where Ilium! ſtood, © 
The ſoil well fatten'd with the natives blood. 
Ober ruin'd palaces that reach'd therſkies, 
Low ſpires of graſs, and humble ſhrubs ariſe. 
Still of the conqu rour's abſence I complain, tain. 
Nor know what diſtant worlds my wand ring Lord de- 
Les I of every ſhip require, | | 
Abe failors with repeated queſtions tire: 5 
Hopeleſs and half. deſpairing yet Lwrite;z . : 


— Thecruel. powers, that envy. me delight, 


May bring atleaft my letters to our . 1 
To Pyles, ancient Neftor's fruitful reign, . 
And Sparta's injure d court, I ſent ii vai; 
But nor from Sparta, nor from Pylos Se, 3 
Ought fave wild rumours, and uncertain fame, 
Again I wiſh Troy's lofty towers might riſe, © 

And curſe the thoughtleſs vows that gain'd the ſkies. 
Wars 


— eas * 0 * 
: War's has zards that would be 8 care. * ie 
And lin common with a thoufand fear: . 


Now all the dangers of t 


land and ſeass 85 8 


Are preſent to my thoughts, and baniſh'eaſe: -- 

While you, alas! perhaps with pleaſure rove, +3 40 
And faithleſs nouriſh a forbidden love: „&, To - 
Take ſome Utludiny ; harlot to your breaſt; us HCY 


And in her arms with lawleſs tranſports: an CL 
Make my dull eaſy conflancy your Tell, = 23508 3057"Y - 
Ye pow'rs ! "avert the thought T Tannot bear, As 
And gire my vain ſuſpicions to the air. lors Sf PTS . 
Whate'er may be the reaſons of thy tay, e e 
Oh! may'ft thou ne ver willingly hay; Fre e Ti 


Me to a SNAIL why fire invites vs is 147 
Chides my" ays, and urges alt His right 


Still let 74 urge, my love m ſaich ures; 5 
I am; 1 855 Pon will be ever yo 2 7 4 9 
Yet my warm haves 'rs the old REA more, 
He views my tears, and 7 my hapleſs love. 
But a vile train of thoughtleſs ee proclaim . 
With lawleſs impudence a ſaucy flamm. in f wer { =40k 
Hither from Zante and Samo, they reſort, .. 125 Wake 1 ? 
And'revel unmoleſted in thy court. 5 | 
Treaſures; thepurchaſe of thy viood.” ther” ſeize : ER" 
Thoſe ſpoils Eurymachus,, Pyſander theſe ; + Ds 
Antinous here with equal rage poſſeſs'd, | 
There greedy Polybus, a colſtant gueſt, « a) 
Plunder: — hay need I name che rf 7 
Who in your abſence on our vitals rer. dd 1 7 


And waſte in coſtiy port the day? I 6 5 } 8 | . 
The beggar Trus, 2 dete ed name, 155 IS ö ru of 


And baſe Melanthus laſt, complete 15 a 
'Gainſt theſe inſults what force can I 6 e 4 
What thy old father, or thy tender boy? 
For his dear life a thouſand ſnares glad. CO 1 
And certain ruin aim'd at his unguarded Bead. > 


Preſerve him, Heaven ! and if we ne'er mult j join, 5 
Yet may he live to cloſe your eyes and „2j + 
In vain Laertes does his power e i [ 
Unfic for war, aiaſt forrounding foes, —— 

5 4 Telenuch- 


314 "6 E T. 2 -E R: 8 3 


Wee i to ſame aſpire, Albet rt 4, 2 „ 
Now. his ſoft years a parent's aid requirfee. 
Oh! thou, our only hope and refuge, come, A W 
Diſpel our dangers, and avert our doom = 8 
Form the young hero in the arts of war, N 8 
To rival thee, but with E 11 ; * 
Haſte, and relieve your fire, with years geen. 
Once mote he langs to clafp. you do his __— 
2 Then i ke off tedious life, and ſink to reſt. 
Ohl. I eee 1 
Will every grace, each fancy d charm e [2 wy 
Increaſing cares, and time's $ rage, 1 
Will waſte my;hloom,. — it to age wit : 
Vet at thy ſight wild joys, and.ſprightly love, be oft 
Shall dying. youth, recall, and eugr f. harm improve. 
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Six LETTERS from Len- to Aura. 
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5 LETTER. . 
C*Ould your imporeunity have ald ith m 
[7 C 5 to e ler t me «pris you 10 
been free from the vexation that mall certainly 
give you, by making you the confident of all my 
country-adventures ; and I hope. yo will relieve 
my chagrin, by telling me:what the dear, bewitch- 
ing, buſy world is doing, «while I am idly ſantering 
away my time in rural ſhades. How happy ? are you, 
my dear Aurelia! How Lenvy you che enjoyment 
of duſt, of crouds and, noiſe, with all the HAVE 
hurry of the beau-monde ! , 1 4 
My brother brought me hicher to ſee a eountry- 
ſeat he has lately purchaſed, He would fain per- 
ſuade me it is finely fituared.; but I ſhould think it 


more 


Fd 


wr 
- 
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more flely fituated in the Mall, or even in Cheapfe de, 
than here. Indeed 1 hardly. Know where we are; 
only that it 1s av 7 dread! diflance from the thea- 
tre foyal in H e, from the opera; from the 
= a — 0 ?every ming! in che world that is 
| li PT” s 5 
N 1s tell You: Able to et your let⸗ | 
ters: We are certainly at the ends of the carth, on 
borders of the "continent, the limits of the ha- 
bitable globe, under the- polar: ſtar; among wild 
people and favages. I thought we ſhould never 
have come to ch end of dur pilgrimage ; nor could 
Fforbear aſkin 1 age my brother, if we were to travel 
By dry land to the Ant ipodes. Not a mile but ſeem- 
2 ten, that carried me From London, the centre of 
ene Sy 
The country 15 ma fer ſiot; I hate trees ab 
Keag es, feep hints, and lent valleys. | I N - 
may ag! but to e, thee as þ 


 -Green Kell ad ſhady. groves} 1 11101 1 
And larit, and een are odious things. 


oF hid-carher hear London eries;, with the rattle of 
chillies; than fir Uttening to the melancholy mur“ 
mur of *purting brooks, or all the wild. muſic; of 
the Woods. The ſmell of violets gives me the 

hyſterics; freſh ait murders me my conſtitution 
is not robuſtenoughto bear-it; the cooling zephyrs:- 

will fan we we boon wr By if 1 ſay” here uch 
„ 2  R OLA FOE INT 1 | 
I theſe are the ſeats of the maths; ler them my: 
en vied enjoy their glitteriug whimſies, and cohverſt 
with the viſionary beings of their own forming. I 
have no fancy for dryades and fairies, nor the 
leaſt prejudice to human ſociety; -4 mere earthly 
beau, with an embroidered, ſuits my taſte better 
chit an atreal lover with bis 128 trefſes, and 
Rent e 10 FIN DUO; -Ff1 rg} © % 
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I . LETTERS, | t BI 
The ſober twilight, which has en ſen ver ©] 
ſoft deſcriptions,, is with,me a very, dull period; 
85 nor does the moon (on which the pag wich 
all her ſtarry train, delight me half ſo much as an 
aſſembly. om, illupinated with Wax: candles. This | 
is what I ſhould prefer to the glaring ſun, is, h 
meridian ſplendour. Daylight makes me fick ; it 
has ſomething in it ſo common and vulgar, that u 
ſeems fitter for peaſants, to make hay in, er egun- 
try .laſſes to ſpin by. as TE. the: uſe of People 85 
diſtinction. Ns. do > hoe took. 
Tou pity me, 1 9 og Fella, io this 4 | 
plorable ſtate. The vn, On creation. is a bl 
me, it is all joyleſs and deſolate. It whatey Pr 
images the, muſes have dreſſed theſe ruſtic . 5 
I have not penetration enough to diſcover them z 
not. the flowery field, nor ſpangled fy, the, roſy 
morn, _ or balmy evening, ger recreate my 
thoughts. I am neither a 7 nor poæti 
enthuſiaſt; and without either 1 2 ce Gehn 
tions, what Thoule 1 ou in ſilent r "ac Te pen- 
, five ſhades ? ; 8 in en kun ane ; 
I find myſelf Ane ap: eaſe. in this abſence. of the 


| keep vp wy, Aa, in ane and 8 i 


ly Seer fi pe 
and in fome d. 
ſteeple, often calls x upon. me to ruminate on co 
and funerals, graves and gloomy ſepulehres. Abe 
dilmal; ſubjects put me in the vapours, ke 
me ſtart at my own ſhadow ; nor have I 5 
any great degree of fortitude by turning free! hinker, 
and unlearning. 91 
Al. that the we and all the grief have? Ee . 
| tu 1 165 Pope. 
* "You ſhave, been too 1 of our party, not 


to know my brother i is a very infidet; He et a 
| ort 


Fa : , c MES.» 
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ſort of vanity in mak ing. me a proſelyte, and freeing 
my mind from thoſe prejadices (as he calls them) 
and ſu ious: notions, which govern à great 
part o the world. But as he finds me a little un- 
willing to reſign my immortality, he has furniſhed 
me with a ſyſtem of tranſmigration, and the eter- 


nal een ee pee one ene of bony ; 


to another. e 

However, 1 d0 hor ad Apfelf 1 gainer by re- 
noudeing my creed, which allowed me to hope, 
that, after the period « of this mortal life, I might 
de an angel or at e e erer er thoſe bright el- 
fences. RD; 

But by this fantaſths ſchemef to which my brs- 
ther is making me a convert, my pretenſions ate 


ſunk: the utmoſt I can expect, when I have ſhiſted 


my preſent exiſtence, is, to grin in a monkey, or 
look demure in a broad - faced owl, or to fit a chat- 
tering magpye in a buſh,” It is a chance among 
which of the animal race I am to be numbered; 


1 whether I ſhall mount the air with the winged in · 


antsg or crawl on the earth among my brother 
reptiles, or graze in the meadows with the horned 


tribe. Indeed I have no great ſtomach to graſs or 


hay, and as little inclination to ſleep in a den, ar 


| — my hairy bulk on the dewy plain : but as it 


t uncertain, whether I am:to-ſtalk, or fly; or 


fo m, I am ſtill at a toſs which of theſe various 


clans to greet as my next kindred. {SID 16] 

However, I am better Pleaſed. Wirk being what I 
am; than any thing elſe Fhad rather be a cele- 
brated toaſt, — at a ball among beaux and 


Pretty fello wa, than the moſt gaudy butterfly hovering 


i ted wings over a bed 5E tulips. If this 


ſhould de my enfuing fate, it will bea morcifying 
194 


deſcent from a r to an inſtct. 
„And reuliy there is ſomething foptoomy and un- 
comfortable in thoſe proſpects of atdvity?: that if 1 


conũder them n 1 mall turn Chriſtian 


— 
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again; in 4 of my brother, a | 
unbeliever his companion, who are perpetually.riv : 
diculing my concern about a Namen zereafter, as 
term it. 1 
Indeed this would do the e n 
I not extremely at leiſure; but as I am, it is impaſ- 
. Gble for me to avoid being ſolieitous what fate at- 
tends me, when 1 reſign this tranſitory life: for L 
mult certainly die; 1 am mortal beyond contradic- 
tion; this truth ſits heavy on my ſoul; there is no 
flying its evidente, nor does thi place afford any 
amuſement to divert the gloom reflection. If I 
ſhould turn devotee, you would think it a, more 
wonderful metamorphoſis than. any I have: named. 
Dur | in alt _— Iam M „ ee e 5 045; 
+2 wende is 2. 434 3 IF . 8. 4 FH 
hs. 22 8 3 Lavna 
P.S. 1 hs a ig to tell you. 8 my 
brother, which you ſhall know in my next letter; 
for I am as — to diſcover" it, os you can be 
to bear it. 1 is 21 Id 2 * e ee „ N $5 Bet * 


0 L ET TER H 04 
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1 "REY too 18 conßideger in my dear Aureliat | 
to conceal any thing from her; nor can it be an 
injury to my brother to truſt you with his charac- 
ter, and know him to be as Ses Alnertiog in his 
practice as his principles. N 
But in whatever freedoms he has dean bim - 
ſelf, I muſt own he has always endeavoured to give 


me a juſt ſenſe of honour, and the decorum due to 


my ſex. While he has taken pains to free me from 
the reſtraints of religion, he has: left nothing un- 
ſaid on other motives, that might raiſe in me ae 
tendereſt concern for a elear reputation. Which 
made me the more reſent bis ſcaudalous conduẽt, 
when I found he had a miſtreſs in his howſe,, whom 


Ho had fent hither ro. Lees before we 
1 came. 


N * . 


1 Det. 2 MonAr aun Evrearanc. 276. 5 
| BE came; Ine not what ta dog. ove: eng 


* * 1 N 5 6 4 TY 
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uy myſelf aide exigency,: till 1 found ius whs's her 
= ihe mm ed; not to F 
- BU mour, but to Hhelter herſelf emen 


ET 2 


58 | reſeatment of her relations; . LA Gra. 4 | 
4 f . 


She told me the it of hey misfortunes, as well 
4 22 i diſtreſs and confu he: was inwouid pore 


mit ; :and,aſking me a thouſand pardons, ingenu- 
ouſly:awned ſhe had engaged my:brothor-to wing 
me wich him, op not to- follow her. 1 
I found her education had been ſtrictiy act} ; 
2nd. that (ſhe. was unacquainted-with the vitious 
part of the world. She is hardly. finteen ; her 
name Gbarlotte z fl ond -e 1 
who was utterly ruined in irs: by a crafty * 
Jeu. Tana na be — dy man 
eee N diſprace 


nn 
* y 
Revue vn murder. Hos angry ane! 
verty and contempt. My: brother (whom the 
d. ſometimes ſeen with her father, but knew no: 
thingiof his character) took: this unfortunate criſis N 
to tempt her with rich preſents, and fair promiſes, 
to leave her friends, and rere dane pe; 
oe he had got ſor ler 
In this diſtraction of affairs; her father being 
| under an arreſt, and all his effects ſeized; ſhe was 
ſurpriſed into a compliance with my brother's pro- 
poſal: nor did he 1 reflect, or con- 
fult any of her relations; who ſoon gor, intelligence 
of this diſhondur, and ſent her a evere injuneti- 
on co ſeg rheir faces no maine. hn e en, 
Ih orneb-meflige;: with the fad tidings of her 
mother s death/ that followed, and the. ſulſ evidence 
that the: was deluded by :my brother [with feigned 


en of marriage, * almoſt * 
e ber 


ou 
N 
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her life ; nor cond ao argument ale hen foros | 
future- __ of her, but what-the * virtue 
may On this condition, ſhe conſented to 
as no other refuge. He has kept his promiſe; 
me lodges in my apartment, e ee 
1 An thought ſuch a libertine would turn Pla- 
zo tis an unuſual refinement, and, I Hehiere; 
| te fir gallantry of this kind = ever p 
he: has an eſteem, a tenderneſs be her, i of 
him incapahle. i 96 | 
Her — . - nor wks has 
cence; than appears in Her face. Her too credu- 
lous temper and un , have betrayed 
(though to late) ſhe ſeems. exquiſitely: :ſenſible> 
Since I begun this letter, ſhe came into my eloſet, 
foipe way to free her from this dangerous place, ©) 
But whither (ſhe faid) can I fly My friehds 
ec, to meet their reproaches. My crime has Kent 2 
< tender mother weeping to her grave; it loads 
, ſorrow than all his other misfortunes. Love was 
. not my exeuſe ; I am yet a ſtranger to that paſ- 
«<a criminal diſtruſt of celeſtial Providence. 1 
©. ſhould have begged; I ſnould have ſtarved, ra - 
mercenary terms. However ſincere: my repen - 
4 tance is, it can fignify:n nothing wich regard to 
784 I muſt either face the public contempt, or 
waſte my 3 in * obſcurity.” Fut my 


till her diſtreſſed lover engaged never 
9 — in the country; for indeed ſne 
with as much as if ſhe was his fiſter. 
practiſed. 
which, by his diffolute. manners, 12 3 EINE 
ever 2 more natural impreſſion of truth and inno- 
her into this ſtate of f ſhame and miſery. ; of which 
and, with a flood of tears, begged me to contrive 
5. will never receive me; nor have I the co 
40 my father s hoary head wih à heavier weight of - 
cc, ſion:: jb 1 it was rear of 
ic ther than parted with my innocence on fuch 
& the world. The ſcandal will re e | 
1 condition 8 


\ 


Let. 3 Erg. Mon at 4p 


wy punch im the beſt } it; ould this falſe man: 
bo. as.he. n g me Hz Rte weer. ; 


* pet; in p 7 intervals; of aha. 
the impiety of his cnverſation err on 
„ while I hear him make a jeſt of thoſe 9 
a ſubjects for which T have been taught the higheſt: 
he 2 'F ſhould: live happier ubs wid 
* ee ei e eee 

ly + the,vea as too  juſt'eq | 
admit a 1 But this 3 — 
makes me more than ever reſol ved not to ſurren - 
der, nor even capitulate, on any terms, but _ 
een e e e & TE? 77 Ms. Ji 2 


It 32 UA bs *S +> 3 
Ml . 7% 
1 * 4 
3 [1 : . 8.4 - «-% 1 * 2. 
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i Is L E T E R Fs of 58 1 
H. adhd thi ngs we are] You wi be e 
priſed to hear Fam grown fond of the coun- 
try, 2 have acquired a reliſh for its harmleſs de- 
lights. I gan talk to an echo, or liſten with great 
attention to # purlidg ſtreum, I am in a fair way 
to makes yatharids, invoke the muſcs and write pa- 
ſtorals. Sinte you heard aft from me, I have met 
with an agreeible adventure that has given & a ſor ot 
N turn to my imagination - TEES IF e 
As Tas taking my conftatitdiverfien ofiridhg. 
on * downs, che eve evening deing exceeding plea- 
ſant, I wandered ſone' miles beyond'ing viſual li- 
mint, till Teame in fight bf a venerable pile of builds 
ing, which could be diſtinguiſhed - from a church 
by nothing but the want of a ſteeple ; every thing 
about it had an air of grandeur and antiquity. At 
ſome diſtance from the houſe theft was a thick. 
wood, with feveral fine Walks cut through it. 

I had great inclination te lamble in Ae ede 
an ſhades; 5 and alighting, ordered 2 footman to 
ieee neee e * 


4.3 


1 


— 
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wait at the MOTOR I lest bim. It was not lng 
hes I came'to Qs centre of the foreſt, /in whic| 
2 large graſs- ex of a'circular figure, with a 
double row of high/elms growing in the ſame form 
vound it. In ſane of the: green was a little 
mount, that, by eaſy ſteps of ti turk, had a winding 
aſcent tothe top- R Av ſtood an arbour of jefla- 
mine, woodbine, and roſes, twiſted 1 ether with 
a ſort of elegant diſorder. The bloſſoms 
E the Gght, while their mip d Wers per- 

med the ambient air. On the lower beaches of 
the 1 thy ms hung ſeveral gilt” cages; with a 
variety. of ing birds in hens.” which' werr now 
Sth ng ther voting ſongs, while a muftcalflagek 
let, in clear and ſhrill Wann Ae from the 
delicious arbour. 

I began to think there were indee 
inchanted foreſts and vocal groves, or that the 
great Spirit of nature was Glatng ieſell 3 in thoſe 
nocent abodes. However, female curioſity led me 
on, till I came to the charming bower; where, 1. 
found a well · dreſſed beautiful youth, of about 155 
venteen, ſitting with a Aagellen in his hand. 


complexion was a lively brunette, thardiſgraced-tho 


Ul and the roſes; his dark hair fell. in large and 
grace ful curls helow his neck; nothing could be 
more elegant than- his. hape and feature; nor was 
there any meeting the ſplendour of his eyes, wuh- 
cout being ſenſible of every darting glance. | 


I made. ſome apology - for my jntrifien: ; which: ; 


he anſwered with an eaſy - natural, civility N 


could I perceive chat my preſence gave him the leaſe i 
ſurpriſe or conſuſion. Ie received. me with perfect 
compoſure, nor ſeemed. to have any manner of cu- 


rioſuy to know whence came, or whether I was 


. ; nor (to my great mortification) did he 


12 as aſk whether 1 was a mortal au god-- 


or gave me ſome vacainch, Iconfels,t to End 5 
el 


1 fuch things : 4% 


os Mb. 3 1 5 5 "= 
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ſopher attending me to the limits o 
where I left my ſervant; and there we parted, 


„ ſolute marmer; till bein 
e with a lewd woman, in a fit 
* himſelf through the head. This tragical event 
* made Sir Harry reſolve to give his younger ſon 
Au quite different education. Indeed his charac- 


ſelf no more an odject of ſurpriſe, to one wha per · 


haps had never ſeen any thing ſo fine in his life: 
for I was in a very rich habit, blazing with ſcarlet 


my , vanity, to obſerye with what lndolence and 
tranquillity the young inſenſible looked at me; and 
the more, becauſe-he did not ſeem to want · wit or 
politeneſs, ..;I. was extremely vexed, that at three 
and twenty he ſhould treat me with as much: indif- 


ference and reſpect, as if I had been his great 


15.4.0 R # of 
eme a curioſity to pry into 


This ſedateneſs gav 


his ſtudies for 1 ſaw two books. lie near the place 


where he ſat. When I opened them, I found one 
was, A diſcourſe of the government of the paſſians; 


the other, A treatfi/erof the immortality of the ſoul, 
I had nothing to ſay on thoſe grave ſubjects; but, 


after ſome formal diſcourſe of the fine fituation of 
the place, I took my leave of it.; che young, philo- 
the wood, 


without any ſeeming reluctance on either fide. 
But I own I had a reſtleſs curiofity to know the 


hiſtory of this lovely youth, and to whom the 


houſe belonged, Nor was it long before I received 
ſatisfaction from a clergyman that was riding the 
ſame road with 'me. 'He ſaid, 1; NPE manfion was 
«. Sir Harry Lizzard's, a man of merit, and well 


„ acquainted with the world; at which he was now 


t unreaſonably diſguſted, and grown ſolitary, on 


. the account of the death of his eldeſt ſon, to 


* whom-he had given a very liberal education, 


and with a generous allowance ſent him into 
„ Ttaly; where his time was ſpent in the moſt diſ- 
t 


N engaged 


of jealouſy he ſhot 


66 ter 


4 ger 18 the reverſe of bis elder brother; 
1 is remark 


ficiency in all ſorts of learning, having a v 


10 5 police and ingenious perſon for his tutor. But 


1 Phbilbeles, that is the younger gentleman? s name, 
has too great an allay of gravity for his earh 
% years; and is of ſo retired a temper, that he i 


* Enon by the titte of The handſome hermit, as ie 


— 


1 


is indeed very handſomMe 


Here the — 5 — left me, Sradjuyict with this 


As ſoon as I got home, I related u 


adventure to Charlotte; who gave me but little at- | 


tention, being, as I told you, in the utmoſt at 


at the manner we life to which ſhe was confined. 1 


am, N Nenn 4 AY * 2 9 — 3 a 
r Dear AVRELIA, T 0 
1 eee yours, EY a 
| Lan 


Sm you received FE, i laſt 8 1 have 1% 5 


another ramble in Sir Harry Lizzard's foreſt. 
My brother knows nothin PE of this adventure. And 
_ firſt afternoon that I found him engaged, I 
perſuaded Charlotte to go with me; who; was glad 


of any pretence to fly from her own gallant, though . 


ſhe expreſſed but little curioſity to ſee mine. / 
At the entrance of the grove, we left "the, er- 


vants to wait with our horſes till we returned. In 


my firſt viſit, 1 perceived, by Philecles's, diſcourſe, 


that, when the evening was fair, he conſtantly 5 


ſpent it in the charmin bouer; where we now 


nite? him reading Dr. oN. True efimate. of 


human Life, with ſuch attention, he did not imme- 
mediately ſee us, and ſeemed ſurpriſed at the en- 
counter. 


It diverted me, to find his philoſophy . 


T ERA 8% Part, HI. 


le for his early piety, and great 


A 
br: 
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ſed· I began to flatter myſelf, it was the effect of 
my charms. The hopes of ſuch a conqueſt delight- 


ed me more than all my paſt victories. It gave a 


ſudden vivacity to my thoughis; and reſolving - 
my wit; to ſecure the conqueſt of my eyes, I > 
with great gaie and to rally him on Lis recluſe E - 
ner of mA | fg his gayeſt hours in a Joyleſs I 
ſolitude. a 8 
By this time the young Stoie had affumed his na- 


'tural ſuperiority ; and, inſtead of replying, as I 


expected, in a gallant and modith ſtrain, he talked 


to me of the latisfactions of virtue, the tranquillity - * 
of the mind in the rectitude of its paſſions; themes 
which, from another - perſon, would have eom- 


bee nd beiter n uw heave of re But 
e ACE © 7 


eee 3 grave n hs 
See in y jouthful Fan Ok. 8 yay . py aa 
Invincible. ES 5 


3 þ - 
9 3 * . g 


Like the fallen angel i in FT ler, c ft: 


„ 7 N . = 
And 727 how awful. goodneſs is, and ſaw _ 
Virtue how levely i in her native Jhape i oy 


; The glory that darted from bis eyes, x es, the apideable 
accent, the moving eloquence Hat flowed from 


thoſe'roſy lips, commanded my whole attention. 
Had he preached a fermon, I could Rey have 


liſtened t to che blooming orator, 


ES 
PX 4 4 


Nan ' From mern to neon, 5 
| From nom 19 Fug Ave, r Ws 2 
x 585 CE Milton, | 


Aga yet I ta not —— au ne langhig at 


his gravity, and begging he would put himſelf into 
holy orders; But he was not to be rallied out of 


His — Nor could I poſſibly draw from him 


— 
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dreſſed. He ſeemed rather nen an inelinaion 
to humble my vanity. A 1 Ae : 
Charlotte, the whole time, Gar in a rr | 
-» While the tears, which ſhe ſtrove to; conceal, would: 
ſometimes drop from: hen eyes. Philogles, cin-every- 
pauſe of converſation; ſurveyed r: with looks 
— expreſſed great humanity + But I was in no diſ- 
poſition to be Jealous of yp thing I looked on ſo 
inferiour to myſelf. $ . 
However, my concern to conceal this af ur From: 0 
my brother, made me break off he converſation a 
little abreptly, that we might be at home at the u- 
ſual hour. As foon as ever we were got alone, 1 
aſked Charlotte how the liked the handſome hermit.. 
Oh (faid ſhe, with a tender emotion) that Lhad 
never ſeen him! Till now I was not ſenſible of 
** the injury this barbarian (your brother) has done 
«© me. He has cut me off from all: the lawful joys 
„of life, from the pleaſure of a reciprocal affec - 
se tion for a man of worth and virtue. With my 
innocence I loſt a right to that happineſß. Whart 
* am Ja pre oſtitute ! a kept miſtreſs ! your brother's 
08 O infamy! your brother's 3 5 
« If you had not been that, en T), Charktte, al? 
% you had been a beggar.” “ | 
O envied title! ({he, replied), 3 Q lorious * 
, verty l. thou, haſt been the choice of ſaints, and | 
% heroes; Virtue bas made thee ber ſanctuary, has. - 
« peaceful retreat, I could, have fed on whole - 
„ ſome vegetables, quenched, my, thirſt at. ks 5 
« cryſtal brook, indulged my harmleſs ſlumbers on 
L the verdant turf, undiſturbed with guilty fears. 
% Pardon me (ſaid ſhe, recollecting herſelf) theſe 
“ paffionate ſallies. I find myſelf more than ever 
„% undone, condemned to waſte my hours in ſallen 
*© obſcurity; in the pride of life, the bloom of ſuft 
& deſires, to languiſh in — deſpair! My 
*<; conſcience will not ſuffer. me to gratify an un: 
2 n paſſions. nor . (were 


90 my 
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x 


aade me to impoſe on a 


* 


yy" 
man of worth. A, have been true even to this 
* rake that has undone me, and fruſtrated uy ny 


Eh ery 


off 2 of a lawful happiacfs.” 


ec 
6. 
c« 


Cc 


ce 


(e 
c 


e Jightened 
cent ſtill; 1 felt the energy of his arguments; 


| 23 22 ** 2 $3 


S That is, wy brother has f. boiled your! mar- 


riage (faid I). But, dear Charte, why ſhould | 
tha thought aMict you, who: intend to paſs your 
future time in penitence and retirement? Hag 
the ws, per hermit ny your pious reſolu-- 
tions vent ve 


, (ne replied); he has rather ade 
8 them. Never had the cauſe of virtue a more re 


ſiltleſs — Methinks I 7 ge beauty that 
in his face; 1 Bear the charming ac- 


my ſoul gave its full aſſent to the celeſtial die- 
tates. I wondered you could ſo often interrupt 


the graceful orator with your ill-tinied raillery. 
I could have liftened to his lecture of morality: 


till the midnight: deus had fallen, till the, ſtars 
had ſer.” Ty 


Dear Charlotte, (ſaid I), forgive this! iaterrup- 


tion; I find you are in love. My intention is 


entirely fruſtrated, of having your picture drawn 
as the Fair Penitent, with a lamp and prayer- - 
book before you. I perceive you deſign yet to 
_ converſe among ſinful mortals; Will you go 
. with me. to-mbrrow, to hear another lecture 


from the charming divine?“ 


„Rather (ſhe replied) let me retire to the ſilent 


grave, to conceal my infamy. 1 would not de- 
ceive him with an air of innocence, while Lam 


conſcious of my own diſhonour. 1 know my- 
ſelf; this is the criſis of my miſery; nothing can 


obliterate this ſecret ſenſe of ſhame: 1 may re- 


tire from the public view, as it is my full reſolu · 
tion. But what is a reſolution at fixteen'? With- 


out peculiar: aſſiſtance from Heaven, 1. ſhall ne- 
ver conquer the dictates-of love and nature. In 
E e 2 | „ 


- 


2 
* 4 by 
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1 this perplexity I muſt either marry: ſome worth 
« leſs wretch that knows my infamy, or deceive 
*«. ſome man of merit to whom it isa ſecret! - 
Here ſhe burſt into a flood of tears; intreating 
me-to-write to an uncle ſhe had, to receive her into 
his favour, and let her live privately in his family, 
This 1 promiſed ; nor deſp prevailing. 


4 of 


concern for her makes me forget it is time to ſub- 


ſeribe myſelf e He ee rf 
5 Tour humble ſervant; ©. 
mY, od 7 (outer 1954) ene. 


eden 
COHARLOFTE, to her great ſatisfaction, hagithis- 
morning left us, and is gone to her uncle; 
who was eaſtly perſuaded to receive her, after he 
was aſſured of the ſincerity of her penitence- But 
I found it a harder taſk to prevail with my. brother 
to refign the idol of his affections; though lie loſt 
nothing by her abſence, but the pleaſure of gazing 
UI am in pain till ou know the ſequel of my ad- 
venture with Philacles; who, ſince Lwrit laſt, has 
ſeveral times, by appointment, met mein theideli- 
oious bower : But, ſtill, to my- great vexation, he 
appeared inſenſible of any tender impreſſion- 
could diſcern nothing in his converſation, but a 
pious deſign to convert me te Chriſtianity, and 
convince me of the folly-of the new ſcheme to 
which my brother had made me a proſelyteG. 
But the laſt time we met, I obſerved a ſoft con- 
fuſion in his looks, till, after a long pauſe, (which 
1 had no mind to interrupt), I am going (ſaid he) 
„ to ſet myſelf in a very ridiculous light to one of 
your character: But I am content to paſs fr 
* an enthuſiaſt, till the event convinces you of tle 
truth of what I:ſhall relate. en £ 


"» 
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700. 1 x domeſtic tradition may be credited, there 
% ha no perſon died out of our familx, . hat 
% has had a warnin _ their approach ag 
« hearing muſic paſſing through the 10015 in the 
« dead filence of he night; which is Beard by 
none but the perſon concerned.” My mother aod' 
6: —_ both foretold their own death from this 
% preſage. I ſee you ſmile, (continued Philocles . 
wy at hase had the ſüme warning,” and am 
7 pertcious enough to credit — Laſt night wad 
v* iſorder kept me wa my t to, 
- kim bo were placid and ſerene: Sate be 1 
had heard my ſiſter repeat in ex ee | 
© canle freſh into e werf: os I 


% While night in folenin triumph re hae 
. 77 Aſcend en her N, 
fight to thoſe gay regions tals- 

p Angeli and Ged are ſtill aua le. 
„% ſmiling ſtars will ee thy way! 
% To tb aan, realms, s T 1d; 
Ihili drowſy men with idle. themes, » | 

« Fantiftic j In, and airy dreamt, 

«' Are entertain d, do thou vonverſe., | 

« With heaven, and heavenly ftrajns vue * 
© Viſit the peaceful chmes above, _ 
And ithrougb the fields of pleaſure rove; 

« For e * Laue rare and * 05 
the trees of hie: "you 

4 Taſte 725 rich Tuits of paradiſe,. 20 Bri 6} i 

68. And bathe in fletoing fireams n * N 

« Solace'd in thoſe eternal ſprings, 

*" Life every thought of mortah thing. 


. Juſt as 1 had repeated theſe bel was ſe. 
* "chatted by an inviible muſician;” with i eet- 
'f eſt rains chat ever delighted mortal ears. The 
«© harmonibus echo ſeemed to paſs flom room to 
ce room till it came into my chamber; where, af * 
= Ee 3 9 | © x ter ET 


1 


44 ter a bort 
"0m dence. © 


12 4. I. 1 

Z heard the fa 

was a theme, f c 
7 e f or: deſire 40 reas a — . 

92 e. bY Fit. en J 41 f TEL TIS 

.1iftened to \ this ſtory ag to a teh ul Le 1. . : 
of waking dream. As gravely * old it e 
not beer laughing. 5 

. This, Madam, (ſaid he), -what-I < EPO. 4s 
10 but, it will not make me leſs 15 rious, on A 3 fabject 


6 of ſuch 1 importance... .You have often rallied. . 
« on a manner of life ſo uoſuirable: to my. years. 
Perhaps it may be more the effect of reaſon than 
. inclination.” My brothers tragiral: end convinced | 
«© me of the fatal effects of love, and made me re- 
*« ſolve never to admit that diſtracting paſſion. to 
„my breaſt. But whatever oppoſition I have 
«© made, my heart has not been inſenſible of your 
6 charms, nor with all m1 -philsſophy ſufficiently- 
<« guarded againſt the aHurements of love and ſoft. 
« defire, Even now, When I find myſelf diſenga- - 
<< ged from every other care, F have the utmoſt 
*« ſolicitude for your happine N. Jam diſtreſſed to 
* leave you in this date of of infidelity; for this is 
the laſt interview we ſhalt have, unleſs Tam per- 
** mitted to make you a viſit from the immortal re- 
« gions, in order to convinee you, that the hop es 
« of Chriſtianity are no deluſion. v“. W 
% This propoſal (ſaid 1) charms me. eber 
* would be no refiſting ſuch evidence. Thope 
« will prove-a-ghoſt of honour; and not fail 82 
* affiggation ; which on my fide ſhall be punctual- 
ly kept, on condition you appear in,oper' day - 
light, and dreſſed in your celeſtial Knery, With. 
© theſe circumſtances I may venture to, promiſe, 
«> you, neither to run away, nor fall into fits. The 
« place of your reception (though not perhaps 
oe fukable 
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Let: 6.e; Nona ap ng. 30 
>. fete to y i digpity) ſhall be a paint 
| 1 1 ellos, Fon 15 arm with lines al 
A 8 en. 1 FR 
ar J weft bich yon 
y c went l e 8 e me vo have: cou 2 
© rage enoug gh to be a4 good as your v which i 
is the laſt Fol only favour I have te 1. 1 muſt 
« now. bid you farewell, and, in the. retirem ent of 
m cloſet, prepare to ese 8 with a. for- 


«© titude becomin chole Tacred Pine do which 
e 1 adler. e * | 


Here, with-a- dec ya or in his ook he 
abruptly left the place, and pave me lellure to re- 
flect on the odd converfatioſi that had paſſed: But 
as viſionary as ſome past of it appears, I would 
fain 2 the, be, ſoft, confeflion he ; made; is no * 
ton; for k yſelf 5 N in love. * 
this fall pe 2 2 to the young enthufiaſt, till 14 
has got ober his ſplenetic Ree 2 "ie as whimlical 
as it app ars, ; Ives. me 4 ſecret. uneaſineſs. He 
Bas certainly in e<Qed. me- with ſome religious pa: 
nics. I have loſt my taſte for e tk kind of diver- 
ſton. Company is moleſting, and ſolitude 1 — 44 
Self. reflection diſtraQts me, 8 I Took, fe 74 

ward or backward, the roſpe is all confuſion. 
But 1 ſhall e xpoſe myſ⸗ del by f, by. h theſe A 
neſſes to one ory We charaer, | : Adieu, Ke. 13 
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Oer my 1 1 7 9 —— - fing thiogy 5 10 felt 
you The lovely Phibecles i is dead, His, pre- 
ſages were too certain. About a week aften on 

A laſt Bae Hor a e 47 ly tigiggs, that 

Sir Harry Hinz ard. is only ſon by a ſud- 
den death 2729 cl 155 3 5 Was impatient or = 
mortality, AY 13 | BORG: iow, e e mb 105 Kindred 


angels; 4 1 : Nen! 155 OTH „ Ai $t: "44 44 41 F 0 
. ; ou 
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Fön vil vonder to hegt e dug jth 
fertoutly which 1 Rave till now ridiculed. © It B a: 


change . I myſelf can hardly credit, 1 Wer 
Magined thy inctmations were ſo ter 1 | 
nor that any: kind of ad - could- ha 
foch an alte ration m uf,Ifjk temper: 

After the firſt Wc 7 Pere kgs The : 
collected the appointment we Had made; but rather 


viſhed than believed ſuch a8 interview: poflible,. 
However; my mind was prepared* for e 
E began to reaſon with Cato, - 14 


e f there's @ Power cue, 0 
5 in virtue rien 8 7755 33 | 


2 ag wh 550 delights-in muſt beans: 


F fond inyfeif now: interefted” in this tru bab 7 
| Oheilinniry)- The firm belief of a ne g 
would in this exigence have been my. greateſt con- Fe 
folation.:: My-hopes- and fears*prevailed by inter: 
vals; and kept me in the'moſt tormentigg ſuſpenſe, 
while I waited for the deciſive hour. As ſopir as it 
came, without any. e Tattended-ar the- 


oF: 


appointed, r ; 
Fewas a. charming retreat, w. here art BT Mau- 
rious nature difplayed their various beauties, The 
evening was (till ; the ſun in golden ſplendour, de- 
ſeendinꝑ : to. thx weſtern ſkies; Hintere through the 
trees. Every thing looked gay; newelife and beau- 
ty apprared rom alt che vernut proſpecx; che pins 
put ona freſherigreem the fi wers diſplayed a 
brighter hue, and diffuſed ambrofial fragrancy. 
Nature ſeemed aflitnated with! a conſrious Joy, a 
gladdened . at the approach. of ſome. "Keke vealy's : 


" Atetſuat Wer np m ahbaghts; and! 
ſoothed my ſoul with a ſecret delig; while a ſoſt 
melodious n. rifing by juſt degrees, filled the 

region round with tranſporting harmony. 
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4 en re 5 id, th 
Philecles, ſtood r me, 
ſomething in his aſpect ſa; ſerene, and (bene! 
ſach a ſweetneſs: and bem rwegy that. a 
thought of, fear, and filled my K. | 
tranquillity. Inciable pleaure ſparked 0 W 550 75 

youth in eternal. triumph ſat on his brow, an ; 
pes his face with a roſy bloom. His m_ 
were circled with a wreath of celeſtial eh” which 
were mingled among his flowing hair with a ſort⸗ 
of ornamental negligence, _ 

After. a ſhort-pauſe, he began with à voice thae: BY 
would” Have 'alayed” the anguiſh of dea, and 
charmed the wildeſt diſcord. into calm attention; 14 
every accent breathed celeſtial love and barmony.. |? 
while he deſcribed the bowers of bliſs,” the ſoft re-. 
ceſſes and manſions of immortal pleaſure. But it 2 
is impoſſible for me to paint tho beautiful ideas, ur 
imitate the emphaſis of Kis language! Phe powers 
of cloquence fat” on his tongue. and commanded 
all the motions of my ſoul; which at that blifsful 
period ſeemed enlarged in its ſupertour faeulties; 
every word was penetrating | and ſignificant, his = 
manner perfectly graceful and*tranſporting; in 7 
deſcri iptions 1 ſaw the glories,” E felt the Joys 
immortality. But 3 in the midſt of my attention t 
the ſparkling.. orator, L could t help. Oberlin. 
that he often caſt his eye on the ſhadow, of a dial, 
which was placed on the top of a little marble r. 
deſtal, on which, with a becoming geſture, he 
leaned with his right hand. 5 ancied Bis 1 
limited; for at the laſt. glance. I ſaw. him caſt. von 
the diad; he vaniſhed,. and. wich him all my jioys. 4 

This momentary view of celeſtial beauty: has ob- 

ſecured all earthly glory. Never will. the ſun diſ- 
cloſe a ſcene of pleaſure tomy: ſight ; the. vanitics 
which lately amuſed me, —— loft their charms; 
my thoughts are fixed on ſuperiour objects; a d 
vine and immortal ardouriaſpires ae ſoul, and de- 
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termines . Wich the evidence now 
iv 'of ned future exifipace,! 8. bf of h 
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| | Axtonzr to Conisel, N 85 
1 Pom the black regions, from the Peer bun, 


Where horrour in eternal triumph reigns 5 
Prom the low caves uf hell, the dens ef OY 
- -Fay from the frontiers of celeſtial light 1 
This from the wretched Amorrt receive, AT 
And at my colt theſe dreadful truths believ 
That tis no fiction pious men adore, _ 
Rut there's indeed a juſt almighty Power cu 
That human ſpirits after: 7 rar, 4 farvive,.. 
| And to interminable ages live ;- . . Dy 
That fields of light, and bleſt etherial Plates 
Aͤre no conceits of viſionary brains 8 
Blut there are happy bowers, and ſhades of lives 
With pare exbauſtieſs: ſprings of Joy above; * 
| Immortal crowns the virtuous to reward, 
BEE And glorious triumphs for the juſt prepar'd.. 
Nor queſtion the ſurpriſing. truths 1 tell, 
While F the ſecrets of the deep reveal: PEE 
For hell is no · enthuſiaſtio dream. 95 EF 
No ſtateſman's trick, nor poet fab lous dene 2 
N0ocs pious fraud, or mercenary lie : 
Of ſubtile prieſis, to gain the. conſeĩence by. 
Tis all tos ſadly true which they maintain, 
ne * eb e e the ny Gm «FO fs er; 
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Of ſtreams ofliquid.fire, and burning lakes, - 

Infernal gibbeta, and: eternal racks, 

Gorgons, chimeras; furies, and their fakes... 

No mortal can juſt a conception frame, 

Nor find for half the terrours here a name. 
Then ſhun the flowery paths chat down ard rend; .- 

To hell they lead, and in damnation end, RE. 

Fly from the ſnares of that inchanting ſin, 83 =: 

Whoſe fatal joys have my perdition been. 

Like thee, with all the pride of beauty gay, 

In looſe delights, I lately ſpent the day; 

Like thee accompliſh'd, and like thee admir'd, 

My eyes the ſavage and polite inſpir d, 

Whene'er I ſpoke, my wit new conqueſt won; 

Thouſands come here, by my ſoft, airs undone, - 

With wild ſurpriſe; my alter'd looks they view, 

And with loud curſes ſtill my flight purſue, - 

For learn before too late, licentious fair, "$0 2 
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Each face does-here an equal horrour wear, 
And undiſtinguiſh'd youth and age appear... 
Depriv'd of ev'ry charm, and ev'ry grace, 
We all deſcend to this deteſted place. NE ng | 
IIluſtrious Helen, once the Grecian pride. 5 
In folding ſhades her hated form would hide; =} 
And conſcious Thats fears to be deſcry'd;, 

I ſaw them lately by the trembling gleams, 
The pale blue light of inauſpicious ; oma - | 
No bluſhes paiat their cheeks, their wanton eyes. : 
No more with love's contagious dartf ſurpriſe. ' — 
Raſh Cleopatra mourns her haſty doom, 2 
And glides a hideous ſpectre thro' the gloom. 
Fam'd Julia thro' the croud's no longer known; 
Ev'n Ovid's eyes her blaſted charms diſown. 

Curs' be the arts that did my ſoul unn 

And lead my eaſy virtue firſt aſtray, - -- 
*Tis paſt and my repentance comes too late. 
But thou may'ſt yet avoid this cruel fate. 5 bp 
Perfidious beauty, quit the roads of vice; : * 
Its ſmooth deſcents to certain death entice. 5 9 
Like Dives, from the infernal coaſts I ſend, -- =» 
T o warn my careleſs nn. friend = 
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